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PIX PIONEERING —'56 STYLE 





Showtune Writers Keeping Tight Grip 
On Scores Including Album Rights 


Broadway showtune writers 
keeping a tight grip on their prop- 
erties. Latest wrinkle in the musi- 
comedy cleffers’ hold on _ their 


works is the retaining of complete 


control over original cast album 
rights rather than have the back- 


ers share in the disk album royal- 
ties. 


There have been instances in the | 


the cleffers shut out 
the backers from sharing in the 
disk album gravy but the usual 
procedure has been to give ’em a 
cut of the original cast set profits. 


past where 


A few years ago Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein withheld the album rights 
for “The King and I” (cut by | 
Decca) and last season Frank Loes- 
ser pulled a similar deal for “The 
Most Happy Fella” (cut by Co- | 
lumbia). 

The pattern is being followed | 


this coming musicomedy season by 
Johnny Mercer & Gene De Paul 
for their “Li'l Abner” score and 
Betty Comden-Adolph Green-Jule 
Styne for their “Bells Are Ring- 
ing” score. “Li'l Abner” al- 
ready been nabbed by 
while “Bells Are Ringing” still 
up for grabs. It’s reported, how- 
ever, that Columbia has the inside 
track on “Bells.” 

The legituner cleffers are 
keeping their hold on the 
via their own publishing setups. 
In the past such tunesmiths as 
Rodgers & Hammerstein and Cole 
Porter affiliated with Chappell 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Beer Barons Bottling Up 
Travelin’ Talent Who Don 
Their Best Duds for Suds 


Life-of-the-party emcees and 
Bang-song cheerleadexks, along with 


other show biz appurtenances 
have become stock-in-trade ‘for 
Alfred Epstein’s Pfeiffer beer, out 
of Detroit; Anheuser-Busch’s Bud- 
welser (St. Louis), and National 
Distillers. Two ex-showmen are 
the highly paid personal court jes- 
ters of these -institutions Phil 
Regan does his stuff for Budweiser 
and National, and Bob Hall, the 
“rhyming comedian dittos foi 
Pfeiffe 

Hall has been on the latter’s 
payroll for 16 years on a year- 
round basis, going to lodges, fra- 
ternal organizations, wholesaler | 


and dealer (package store) 
wows, gagging it up for the boys. 
A subtle program line, “by cour- 
tesy of Pfeiffer Brewery” (or 
*‘Bud”) is all that the brewer wants. 
He finds it pays good dividends. 

Just as often the local whizbang 
wants the emcee to line up extra 
acts and make it a real show. 


The other breweries are not per-| 
mitting Budweiser and Pfeiffer to | 


walk away with this sort of good- 

Willing. They have their concepts | 

ef extra frills for similar shindigs, 
(Continued on page 53) 
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The Cool War 

The Soviets are apparently 
turning the Iron Curtain into 
a swinging door. 

RCA _  Victor’s international 
division recently received a re- 
quest from the Russian Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs for 
mambo and cha-cha-cha disks 
to be used among the Soviet 
youth clubs. Victor is supply- 
ing the platters. 





‘Naughtiest In 
World’: Havana's 





Havana, Aug. 21. 
Havana has the naughtiest thea- 
tre in the world. The Shanghai } 
provides customers with a view of | 


1) risque plays, 2) completely 


naked women, and 3) pornographic 


| films. 

The Shanghai is located in China- 
town, just a few blocks from the 
|ultra-modern buildings of Havana’s 
main shopping area. At one time 
the Shanghai was a Chinese thea- 
tre, but 25 years ago it was con 
verted into a burlesque house. De 
Spite its name and location, there 
is nothing Chinese about it now. 

There have been other burle sque 
houses in Havana, but poor busi 


ness and reform efforts have wiped 








them all out, except the Shanghai 
The Shanghai, by keeping publicity 
to a minimum, has managed to es- 
cape the attention of the law. (No 
cameras are permi' ted inside, ex- | 
cept occasionally when a foreign 
newspaperman agrees not to: take 
pictures of nudes 

The Shanghai is an old theatre, 
and it shows its age. It is hot, un 
comfortable and often smelly It 
eats 7 a Saturday night 
is usually full The audience is in 

(Continued on page 14) 


‘PAJAMA GAME’ 1ST US. 
MUSICAL INTO HEBREW 


Tel-Aviv, Aug. 21. 

“Pajama Game” will have the 
distinction of 
ern American musical comedy to 
be presented in Israel. George Val, 
director of Israel’s only legit tuner 
| operation, the Do-Re-Mi Theatre, 
has acquired the rights to the mu- 
sical, which will be given a He- 
| brew translation by Uri Sela and 
Miriam Tamir-Sela. 
Negotiations for the hit Broad- 
| Way property were made by Illan 
Melody Press, Israeli music pub- 
| lishing firm, which will publish the 


(Continued on page 18) 
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GOLDEN 
NEW 6.0. 


By 





aLANT 


ABEL GREEN 


| 
Leonard H. Goldenson, as pres- | 
of American Broadcasting- 
Paramount Theatres Inc., is per- 
haps in the most advantageous 
show biz position as of now, to go 
the entire distance into television. 
But he is the last to ‘‘write off” the 
picture business. 
What the young showman 
to is the “opportunistic 
called producers who have forgot- 
ten how to build a business, or at 
least continue perpetuating the one 
which the pioneers have well 
built up. If needs be, it may be 
that the new virility in the pic- 
ture business will be built on the 
bones of the pioneers, but there is 
plenty film boxoffice around if we 
know how to approach it.” 
Goldenson has been forthright 
and vocal in this thinking for some | 
time, not only as head of the big- | 
gest theatre circuit in America| 
(600 theatres) but because, while | 
also having the ABC network as a} 
healthy ally to his cream Para- | 
mount Theatre chain, he feels that | 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Pic Bow for 20th 
Elvis Presley, the rock ’n’ roll 
| kid, has r&r’d himself into $100.- 
000 a picture, which is what 20th 
Fox is paying him for his Holl 
wood debut in [The Reno Bro 
| Richard Egan will be the other 
}outlaw frere—the Renos were the 
Coast counterparts of the James 
Boys, etc.—and Debra Paget is the 
| femme lead. 
Hal Wallis has next call on Pres- 
ley, and then 20th has an option 
for two more. Wallis didn’t have a 
vehicle ready but is now readying 
an original short story, “Call From 
Mitch Mille: whicl Herbert 
Baker is transformi! into scree! 
play. The,.title refe to tl Col 
bia Records a&r toppe nd obvi 
|ously will be changed, if only to 
preserve intra-t le st it 
considering that Presle i an 
RCA Victor disker Title change 
to “Call From Manie Sacks 
William Morris set the Presle 
{deals with Buddy Adler at 20th 
}and Wallis (Paramount). 
Drive-Ins Get Stung 
Minneapolis, Aug. 21. 





This territory’s drive-in the- 
atreowners have what may be 
something new in the way of 
an alibi for dwindling grosses 
the past several weeks. 

They’re blaming an unprec- 
edentedly large influx of mos- 
quitoes for their boxoffice 








\ TAKES: Kazan’s Face’ in Strong Bid to Spark 


N. Y. as Major Film Prod. Centre 





A Memory of Doc Cook 


Life mag’s current feature 
on Dr. Frederick Cook’s 
phoney “discovery” of the 


North Pole recalls that almost 


50 years ago he_ received 
vaudeville bookings, including 
a date at the London Palla- 
dium. 

The first squawk the Lon- 
don management heard from 
the hot newsworthy Dr. was 
that his dressingroom was too 
cold VARIETY thought that 
funny enough to cable from 


London and box on P. 1 








*drop. 


College Prof's 
$500-$750 Wkly. 


Royalty on 646 


Not generally known that a 
backwoods college professor, Dr 
Peter G. Cranford, now residing in 
Atlanta, Ga., has been collecting 
$500 to $750 a week from the 
“$64,000 Question” as result of hi 
original ‘‘double-or-nothing” radio 
idea which he first brought to 
idman Milton Biow be are th 
video era. When Biow bous it 
he added the category theme ae 
changed the ‘“double-or-nothil 
to “Take It or Leave It 

ot to be comn only know! | 
$64 Question OV and 
made right write) wi I 
harp” a national catchphrase fot 
over 10 yeafs and put such emcee 
as Bob Hawk, Phil Baker and Gar! 
Moore to the fore 

When that property became 
toprated radio show, Dr. Cran 
ford tithe was a $50 week 
royalty from Biow. When tl ) 
v ra ed but eventu 

i? » ft $64.000 ¢ 
Lo ts (oO I i 
a § ) Va yf 
Continued or 


KEFAUVER TELEPIX 
SERIES PUT ON ICE 


Hollywood, Aug. 21 


Sen. Estes Kefauver’s nomina- 
tion» has stymied negotiations of 
Nassour Bros. to narrate a _ pro- 


jected documentary telefilm series 
“Crime Report.” They have been 
dickering with him for two-years 
on the deal where he’d okay mate- 
rial from the Senate Crime Com- 
mittee investigation which he 
headed, and discuss each case. 


Now Edward and William Nass- | 


our are shelving plans until after 
the election. If Democrats lose, 
they'll renew the pitch. 


New York’s potential as a film- 
pi centre meets its acid test 
with Elia Kazan’s “A Face In the 
Crowd.” Scheduled to begin in- 
terior filming at the Gold Medal 
Studios (formerly Biograph) in the 
Bronx on Aug. 28 after two weeks 


|of location shooting in Piggett, 
Ark., the production, set for War- 
ner Bros. release, will require a 
total of*61 indoor sets. It’s claimed 
that a production of this size has 
not been attempted in Gotham 
during the modern period of film- 
ng in the east 

New York, in recent years, has 
been employed frequently as a pro- 
duction base by indies and, to a 
smaller extent, by the major film 
companies However, the. films 
made in Gotham can, at best, be 
described as ‘“‘small” pictures and 
rarely did the set requirements 
go over a dozen units. Anything 
larger was automatically shifted to 
Hollywood 

Desire of Kazan to maintain his 
film production activities in the 
east has resulted in the effort to 
make a Hollywood-type picture in 
Gotham The result of Kazan’s 
bold experiment will be watched 
with considerable interest by the 
filmmaking fraternity many of 
vhom are also desirous of estab- 
lishing eastern headquarters 

As his art directors and set de- 
igners Kazan has se'ected a team 

(Continued on page 14) 


t Palace May Go Legit 
When Anna Magnani 
Does Williams IS Play 


The RKO Palace 
» of bigtime sie a ind in 
ecent years vaudfils n ( iV 
i il it fiver for two snd ) ilf 
) ! ( t! ( Ja or 
Februal de pe ! ( nna 
Vi il Wwiapltil to ie ) 
{ S. fo renne e \ lia ; 
ne A ( iftia ] t pl ) k , 
| () ( De Hut 

> 
r I ) . 
{ ) 
a 
) ) l l 
as a vehicle fo er, Dut 
she was then too much committed 
in her native Italy to do it here. 
The role was played on Broadway 
by Maureen Stapleton, but Miss 
Magnani eventually did it in the 
Holiywood film version of the 
yarn. 

For the limited 10-11 weeks, 


which is all she can spare, the idea 
is to convert the 1,700-seat Palace 
on Broadway into a legit stand 
just for that special engagement. 
Williams and his agent, Audrey 
| Wood, are slate@ % produce the 
play. 
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Why the Ringling Circus Closed: 


By ABEL GREEN 


In a phone interview from his 
Sarascta base, winter quarters of 
the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, prexy John Ring- 
ling North detailed some of the 
plans he is making for the Big 
Top’s future touring plans, exclu- 
sively as an indoor show. Per an- 
nual custom it kicks off at New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, 
the 1957 date set as April 3. Miles 
White has already designed the 
costumes, Max Weldy is creating 
the decor, and North and new- 
comer Tony Velona have written 
the special songs. <A_ longtime 
ASCAPer, North has written the 
circus’ special scores annually for 
the past several years with the late 
E. Ray Goetz, Irving Caesar and 
others. 

Umberto Bedini, longtime talent 
agent for the Ringlings, is ‘“mak- 
ing the grand tour this year again 
for us,” says North, “because it 
looks like this will be the second 

(Continued on page 50) 





COMO, CYD CHARISSE 
TO PREEM WW SHOW 


Las Vegas, Aug. 21. 
Perry Como and Cyd Charisse 
will topline the guest stars on Wal- 
ter Winchell’s 
show in October, 
for the Roberta Sherwood opening 


at the New Frontier, revealed 
Como would “preview” his own 
show on the Winchell segment, 


since he returns to the air the fol- 
lowing night. 

Winchell added that Metro. 
which had previously banned tv 
appearances of all its stars except 
for interviews, had specifically 
eleared Miss Charisse’s stint. Win- 
chell is emceeing Miss Sherwood’'s 
preem. 





For ‘World’ Bow in Nov. 


Aug. 21 
the 


Hollywood, 

Show biz, leading 
greater 
tain cooperation, will give Moscow 
an unprecedented touch of Ameri- 
can glamour in November 
perhaps a dozen top film 
will fly to the Russian capital to 
participate in festivities 
the opening of Mike Todd's 
“Around the World in 80 Days.” 
Arrangements have been set for 
approximately 40 “publisher-level”’ 
newspapermen to make the trek 
and take part in the planned gala 


way to 


when 


names 


marking 


Todd’s plans for the Moscow 
preem and future co-production 
deals with the USSR were con- 


firmed at a luncheon press confe1 


opening NBC-TV | 
Columnist, here | 


hands-across-the-Iron-Cur- | 





L. Wolfe Gilbert’s Sclute 


By Friars on His 70th 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 


The Friars will kudos L. Wolfe | 


Gilbert with a testimonial banquet 
Sept. 17, on occasion of his 70th 


| birthday and his golden anni as 
/a contributor to the American mu- 
sical scene. 

George Jessel will 
event. Slated to attend are Jack 
|Benny, Eddie Cantor, George 
Burns, Jerry Lewis, Eddie Fisher, 
Danny Thomas and others. 


chairman 





N.Y. Herald Trib Policy: 
Staff Byliners on TV 
A Plus for the Paper 


New York Herald Tribune, which 
has jumped its Sunday circulation 
by some 77,000 in the past vear to 
596.000 through the publication of 
its television supplement and _ in 
the face of a price rise to 25c, has 
decided on a definite policy of tele- 
vision appearances for its byliners. 
Editor Ogden R. (Brownie) Reid 
has passed the word on down to 
the staff: do as much tv as you like; 
it pays off for us as well as you. 
| While unable to pin down tangi- 


_ble circulation results on the tele- | 


vision impact of some of its col- 
|umnists like Hy Gardner and 
sports editor Bob Cooke, the Trib 
has found the Sunday supplement 
a definite circulation-getter, so it 
theorizes that any appearances, 
regular one-shot, by Trib staffers 
should also prove beneficial. Aside 
from the plug involved, the theory 
is that television serves to “person- 
alize the byliners” and thus makes 
viewers want to read their stuff 
as well as watch them on tv. 
Up until now, there had been no 
kContinued on page 14) 


LAINE TO AUSTRALIA 
FOR OLYMPIC SEASON 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 

Frankie Laine has been set for 
a series of personals in Australia 
in November during the height of 
the Olympic games activity there. 
He’ll play a fortnight at the Moulin 
Rouge here, starting Nov. 7, be- 
fore departing for the trek. 

Laine is slated to open in Syd- 
ney Nov. 26 for eight to 10 days for 
promoter Lee Gordon. He'll go 
from there to Singapore and 
thence to Manila before returning 
to the U. S., 


Coe’s WB Prod. Bow 


Fred Coe makes his Hollywood 














ence today (Tues.) at the strictly | productiqg debut for Warner Bros. 
capitalist Bevhills Hotel by Vladi- with “Billy the Kid,’ Paul New- 
mir Surin Russia’s first Vice man in the title role. Latter came | 
Minster of Culture, here to tie upto attention as Rocky Graziano in | 
details Surin also confirmed Metro’s “Somebody Up There.” 
previous!| printed detail of Arthur Penn, also from tv, is 
fodd’s four-picture parlay in ] director and Gore Vidal, another 
sia video alumnus, did the script. 

ee = 

8/22 | 
| 
‘ Lad . ‘’ 
Subscription Order Form 
Enclosed find check for $ 
One Year 
Please send VARIETY for : 
’ Two Years 
| To BERR ERE ee Sf ee ee ee e- eee @@eCeeeeeeereeeeee 
(Please Print Name) 
Street 


One Year—$10.00 





154 West 46th Street 





Ges 0054 6o60000065 046005 Zone.... Sh ks Ou 





Regular Subscription Rates 


Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional Per Year 


VARIETY Inc. 





Two Years—$18.00 











New York 36, N. Y. 








|SUEZ CRISIS STALLS 


—_UA’S ‘OBSERVATION’ 


From the Horse's Mouth, J. R. North 


London, Aug. 21. 


serious repercussions on at least 
'one film production unit in this 
j}country. The War Dept. has tem- 
|porarily withdrawn its support— 
|troops and equipment—from Ham- 
mer Films’ “Observation Post” 
which has a military setting, ow- 
ing to extensive service drafts and 
movements. 

Michael Carreras, producer-di- 
‘rector, is shocting round the main 
;sequences where genuine Army 
‘ personnel would have been re- 
'quired, but he plans to use extras 
\if the time embargo gets too tight, 
‘until the War Dept. is able to co- 
|}operaie again. If the Suez situa- 


tion remains status quo, Carreras | 


T0th Intl Edinburgh Fest Launched — 


| will try for necessary equipment 


from friendly countries with ve- 
hicles no longer in service with 
the British army. 

“Observation Post” stars Leo 


|Genn, and is set for United Artists 
' distribution worldwide. 

Progress on two other pictures, 
|“Off the Record” and “Yangtse 
Incident” which are both receiv- 
ing help from naval authorities, 
‘has not been affected by interna- 
tional developments, 


Scot Film Fest 
Attracts Celeb 


Edinburgh, Aug. 21. 








Edinburgh 
_than before in the film firmament. 
| With personalities gathering here 
| from many nations, and a growing 
j}entry of new films, the Interna- 
|tional Film Festival, though run 
/on a shoestring budget, is achiev- 
\ing a new prestige. 

Gene Kelly’s pic, “Invitation to 
| the Dance,” followed closely after 
‘the Kirk Douglas starrer, “Lust 
for Life,’ as opening films, thus 
|giving a strong Hollywood em- 
| phasis to early screenings. Queen 
| Elizabeth honored the Kelly pic by 
attending its gala showing in Ar- 
,tiur Rank’s plushy New Victoria 
| Theatre. 

Queen of England also honored 


The Suez Canal crisis is having | 








} 


———e 


Write Your Own Head 


VARIETY last week published three house reviews in its entire de- 


partment. 


One of them was Radio City Musie Hall, which changes 
its presentations from four to eight weeks sometimes. 


One other 


was the Empire, Glasgow, Scotland, and the third was the RKO 


Palace, the lone vaudfilmer on 


Broadway and, when the Apollo 


in Harlem goes straight pix as it does sometimes in midsummer, 
the only vaude house in the biggest city in the world. 

A harkback to exactly 25 years ago disclosed, in the Aug. 18, 
1931, issue that the Paramount, Capitol and Roxy were the Broad- 
way deluxers with stageshows; Loew’s State, on Broadway, played 
vaudeville; there were shows reviewed in that edition at the Fox 
and the Albee, Brooklyn; an RKO unit was at the 86th St., and the 


Hippodrome (now a garage) also 


had a stageshow. 


The Chicago, Capitol, and Palace, Chicago, Loew’s State and the 
RKO Hillstreet in Los Angeles, rounded out the 14 house reviews 


that week, 


And 25 years before that vaude bills consumed over a page in 


VaRIETY and House Reviews ran 


three and four pages every week. 








With Brit. Royalty at Ist Concert 





Hazards of Barn Acting: 
Heckling by Raccoons 


“The Chalk Garden” apparently 
isn’t a play for raccoons. A nest 


By GORDON IRVING 


Edinburgh, Aug. 21. 
The 10th International Festiva] 
| of Edinburgh has opened here with 
,a flourish of trumpets, a visit by 
| English royalty, and a selection of 


‘talent from most countries, includ- 


of the animals, living in the rafters | Major entries from the U.S. and 


years, kicked up such a racket that | undimmed. 


| 


is a brighter name | 


(L. I.) Summer 
last four or five 


of the Sea Cliff 
Theatre for the 


they almost broke up a recent per- 
formance of the Enid Bagnold 
play. It’s the first time they’ve 
caused such a disturbance. 

State law restricts the hunting 
of raccoons, so Thomas G. Rat- 
cliffe Jr., the strawhat’s co-pro- 


|ducer, obtained a license to trap 


| 
| 


local pride by seeing ‘Festival in| 


|Edinburgh,” and “Magic 
|(M-G), lensed in Hollywood. 
|Royal gesture, plus 
| headlining of the visit and reviews 
{in local and national journals and 
newspapers, has given a new boost 
to the Fest which had been in dan- 


event. 
Many Nations Send Reps 
Nations sending delegations this 
year include the U.S., Yugoslavia, 
China, Netherlands, Poland, Ger- 
many and Canada. 
expected, among others, are Col- 





Mr. and Mrs. Ashley Beatty, Mo- 


tion Picture Service, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Benno H, Selcke, USIS, Dan- 
ish explorer and producer Jens 


Bjerre has come to introduce his 
(Continued on page 62) 


Effie the Elephant 
| In Double-Header 


(Just Like Sinatra) =v 


Most telegenic elephant in Frisco 
is Effie, who ordinarily 
the Oakland Zoo. 

Effie ambled into the Mark Hop- 
Hotel on Nob Hill about 4 
yesterday (Mon.), 
dandy spot on Will Rogers Jr.’s 
CBS “Good Morning” show. 

A half-hour later, Effie, shep- 
herded by Don Blum and Bob Lee, 
wandered across the street, 
lobby of Fairmont Hotel where 
|} Dave Garroway and “Today” were 
holding forth. Effie performed 
amiably for NBC, thus scoring a 
rare “double” on both major nets 
(just like Frank Sinatra did in 
N.Y. Sunday.) 


| 
San Francisco, Aug. 21. 
} 
| 


inhabits 


| kins 
a.m. 








Shaw Makes Good 


Bernard Shaw has been re- 
discovered. The John Drew 
Theatre, East Hampton, L. L, 
had an ad in last Sunday’s 
(19) N. Y. Times legit section 
touting its current production 


of Shaw's “You Never Can 
Tell.” 
The playwright, however, 


was billed as the author of 
“My Fair Lady.” 





Lamp” | 
The | 
widespread | 


ger of lapsing into a mere prestige | 


the animals. He’s caught one thus 
far, but figures there are still two 
adults and several young ones left. 


Like Pix and Legit 
There’s No Room For 


‘B’ Books, Sez Cerf 


Multiple-threat publisher Ben- 
nett Cerf (Random House) says 
that modern publishing is like the 
picture business or 
legit—either it’s a smash or a quick 
flop. There’s no room for a “B” 
book; it’s as obsolete as a B-pic- 
ture. 

Book 





merchandising these days 


is closely allied with Hollywood, as | 


witness the $25,000 each for extra 
advertising from Hecht-Lancaster 
and Metro, respectively for Irwin 


|Shaw’s “Lucy Crown” and William 


| Brinkley’s 


American reps | 


“Don’t Go Near the 
Water.”” H-L paid Shaw $400,000 
for screen rights to the novel and 
Metro’s $355,000 for ‘‘Water” can 


| graduate up to $600,000. depending 


onel Willard Webb and Mrs. Webb, | 
Library of Congress, Washington; | * he 
|its offshore 


|copies sold 


on the gross. The novel about Navy 
life in modern wartimes as regards 
non-combative activi- 
ties is the top seller in RH’s his- 
tory—three weeks after publica- 
tion it’s No. 1, with over 100,000 
Cerf thinks the trade- 


| book edition may hit 250,000 copies. 


| 


| 


grabbed a| 


| 


into | 


| 


| 


Cert’s close identification with 
the toprated tv show, “What’s My 
Line?”’ supports his’ longtime 
premise about tv helping rather 
than hurting reading, especially 


children’s books 
video exposure, 


which, if given 


panelist personality, has also found 


a Broadway | 


creates extraordi- | 
juvenile demand. Cerf, as a | 


Canada. Despite clouded world 
| politics, the international galaxy is 
Foreign accents min- 
gle with sturdy Auld Lang Syne 
|; speech. Overseas visitors have 
| taxed hotel and rooming house ac- 
commodations to the limit. Hun- 
dreds are housed with local famil- 
| les. 

| Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by 
her husband the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, and by Princess Margaret, 
graced the opening Fest concert 


‘given Sunday (19) by Britain’s 
| Royal Philharmonic under Sir 
|Thomas Beecham. Program fea- 
tured Beethoven’s Choral Syme 


phony with the Edinburgh Royal 
Choral Union and soloists Sylvia 
|Fisher, Nan Merriman, Richard 
Lewis and Kim Borg, 
Transatlantie influence will be 
more to fore next week (26) when 
the Bostone<Symphony under Char- 
les Munch and Pierre Monteux ar- 
(Continued on page 43) 


Mull Satchmo as Star 
| Of Brit. Musical Film 


London, Aug. 14. 

| Negotiations are near completion 
to bring Louis Armstrong to Eng- 
| land, for the second time this year, 
| to star in a British tuner scheduled 
for sometime in December. In 
| this full-length pic, Armstrong will 
| portray himself but there’s no like- 
lihood of his band appearing with 
him. 

The picture is being undertaken 
| by a major British’ company, and 
will make music its central figure. 
Leslie Macdonnell, negotiator of 
the signing, has completed most of 
the arrangements on this side, but 
now awaits a working permit for 
Armstrong from the British Minis- 
try of Labor. Joe Glazer is man- 
aging the star's 
here, 





atfalrs 


business 
Charge WB’s ‘Santiago’ 
| Distorts Cuban History 
Havana, Aug. 21 


are aroused over 
“Santiago” (Warner 


Cubans 
film. 


the 
Bros.) 


his lecture-fee standards raised to | Editorials in magazines and news- 


(Continued on page 14) 


Novelist Davis Grubb’’s 
Rhubarb in Philly Cafe 
Philadelphia, Aug, 21. 
Novelist Davis Grubb, arrested 
in a raid on the Hi-Fi Room of the 
Rittenhouse Hotel, was charged 
with intoxication. Grubb, who af- 
fects the dress style of his friend 
and idol, Sean O’Casey, was sport- 
ing a turtleneck sweater, slacks 
and cap when picked up. 
At the hearing the next morning, 


| the author was released by Mag- 





istrate Elias Myers. No literateur, 
the judge looked over Grubb and 
cracked: “A _ writer, huh? You 
ought to go out and get yourself 
a job.” Nobody told the Magis- 


trate that the “writer” had snagged 


$70,000 for the film rights alone 
of his best-selling first novel, 
“Night of the Hunter.” 

Four members of the Hi-Fi staff 
were held in $500 bail for the 
Grand Jury on charges of selling 
to minors and visibly intoxicated 
persons, 


papers condemn the film for al- 
l\legedly distorting Cuban history 
and tampering with the facts about 


Cuban patriots. 
The widely read magazine, Bo- 
hemia, carried a lengthy article 


by historian Herminio Portell Vila 
pointing out historical inaccuracies 
in the film. Particularly resented 
by Cubans are the portrayals of 
patriots Jose Marti and Antonio 
Maceo. 

The Teachers Union of Cuba 
sent the U. S. ambassador biog- 
raphies of Marti and Maceo and 
requested that he send them on 
to WB “so that, in future films 
concerning Cuba, the studio will 
,avoid committing so many inexac- 
,titudes, historical errors and events 
detrimental to our patriotic feel- 
ings.” 

The teachers added: “We hope 
that ence the contents of these 
biographies have been read, War- 
ner Bros. will consider whether it 
is right to launch on the world 
market a film which deals with 


| 


| Cuban historical events with light- 
;ness and plagued with 
able errors.” 


innumer- 
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~ Playing Tag With Teleplay Titles 


On the basis of a survey conducted by Metro, the title of the 
Robert Alan Aurthur ty play, “A Man Is Ten Feet Tall,” converted 
to the screen for M-G release by Talent Associates, was changed 


to “Edge of the City.” 


According to the Metro poll, those who had seen the story on 
television indicated that they wouldn’t want to see it again as a 


picture although they had enjoyed it on video. 


M-G, which has 


been extremely active in ty conversions, has had similar experi- 


ences in the past, 


However, a title change or keeping the same 


title apparently has not made a significant difference in influencing 


the public. 


“Fearful Decision,” for example, was presented on the screen 


as “Ransom”; yet it still failed to cause any b.o. excitement. 
Last Notch,” offered as ‘‘Fastest Gun Alive,” 


“The 
fared much better, 


and appears to be emerging a winner in its budget classification. 
“The Rack,” presented under its original title, made out poorly 
in test engagements and was withdrawn temporarily in the hope 
that Paul Newman, star of the film, would be a bigger b.o. name 


after “Somebody Up There Likes Me.” 
also issued under its original title, can be termed a mild success. 


“The Catered Affair,” 


United Artists’ ‘‘Patterns,’ released under its tv title, failed to 


arouse much wicket activity. 


On the other hand, Allied Artists’ 


“Crime in the Streets,” same as the tv title, proved a success on 


the basis of the production cost involved. 


“Marty,” the first tv 


play issued under its original title, is, of course, the classic suc- 


cess story. 


In general, the film companies have not been able to determine 


a formula for the release of films made from tv properties. 


In 


some instances, it seems that the original title and story may be 


forceful enough to bring audiences to theatres. 


In cther cases, 


it appears to be a wise move to disguise the tv title and tv origin. 








Hwood at This Is Your Life’ Peak: 
Latterday Subjects Lead Titles 


Hoilywood, Aug. 21. 

With current releases pointing 
to continuing hefty boxoffice inter- 
est in biopix, Hollywood has sched- 
uled a record number of “life 
story’ productions for shooting 
during the next 12 months. Mod- 
ern-day personalities are favored 
by about 2-to-1 in the approxi- 
mately 40 films of this genre listed 


for production. Current “Some- 
body Up There Likes Me” and 
“Eddy Duchin Story” returns 


underline the growing studio belief 
that the field is one which will 
continue to be lucrative for some 
time. 


Universal - International, which 


had “The Benny Goodman Story” | 


earlier this year, heads the parade 
with a total of eight more biofilms 
Slated. Columbia has six on its 
production schedule and Para- 
mount, Warners, 20th-Fox and 
Metro each is planning five. 

UI, which also has “Walk a Proud 
Land,” story of John Philip Clum, 
who captured Geronimo, now in 
release, recently completed “Bat- 
Hymn,” the Dean Hess story. 
Coming up are “The Col. Everest 
Story,” who sped his jet 1,900 
m.p.h.; “The Lonesome Gal,” spot- 
lighting Jean King Rousseau, radid 
Singer; “The Man of a Thousand 
Faces,” Lon Chaney, to be enacted 
by James Cagney; “The Life of 
Charles Russell’; “The Boy From 
Korea,” war orphan Joseph An- 

Continued on page 16) 
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TODD TESTING CALIF. 
TAX RAP ON ‘80 DAYS? 


Los Angeles, Aug. 21. 

Superior Court test of the valid- 
ity of the personal property tax as- 
sessment on ‘‘Around the World in 
60 Days” was filed here by 
I 1e| Todd Co Inc Assessment 

is based on production in- 

red as of March 5, 1956 
ld contends the assessment 
alid and in violation of 
n’s rights under state and Fed- 
1 constitutions since the nega- 
e was never in California at an 
prior to the tax date 
shipped from an eastern 
lab to Technicolor in July, action 
alleges, when it was found that the 


costs 


1 Of 


is 
the 


ne on or 


ig 
i Was 


eastern lab couldn’t complete the | 


remaining lab work and that the 
Technicolor facilities wou'd be 
available. Shipping date, it was 
Stressed, was after the last tax 
cate, 

Most of the film, Todd adds, was 
shot in other countries and none 
oi this production activity was un- 
certaken to avoid any taxes. 

Defendants listed in the action 
are Los Angeles county assessor, 
County tax collector, county coun- 
sel, county auditor, county board 
of supervisors and Los Angeles 
city attorney, 


- 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| and 


Mi- | 


v 





‘SLASHER’ BAN CLOSES 
W. ST. PAUL THEATRE 


Minneapolis, Aug. 21. 


When ordered by suburban 


West St. Paul Mayor John Sperl | 


to discontinue showing a British 
film, “The Slasher,” W. R. Frank 
shuttered his non-artie West Twins 
Theatre pending a hearing by 
town officials. Frank charges that 


the mayor in effect closed the the- | 


atre because no immediate re- 
placement attraction could be ob- 
tained. 

Mayor Sperl says he issued the 
order after receipt of numerous 
complaints and advice that “Slash- 
er” is “obscene and offensive to 
standards of moral decency.” 
charges Frank had ignored his 
previous similar order to 
Finnish pic, “The Witch.” 


Andrews Sis Get 
Into Biopic Act; 


TA’s Metro Deals 


Talent Associates acquired 
the rights to produce a film biog- 
raphy of the Andrews Sisters. The 
picture will be based on a film 
treatment by Alvin Boretz, who has 
interviewed the trio on the Coast 
has completed his research. 
It will be produced by TA topper 
David Susskind, who made _ his 
debut as a motion picture producer 
with the, recently-completed “Edge 





has 


of the City” (formerly titled “A 
Man Is Ten Feet Tall’ whicl 
Metro will release 

Talent Associate which started 
as a tv package firm, is now firmly 


entrenched in film production 
partly as a result of M-G’s accept- 
of “Edge In addition to 
‘The Andrews Sisters Story.” the 
firm has thi properties 
scheduled for filming in the nea 
tuture, 
The 
vide 


ance 


ee otner fim 


Sisters will 
soundtrack 


Andrews 
the musical 


pro- 
for 


| their biopic, but will not appear in 


ithe film, 


A number of their out- 
Standing hits will be woven into 
the story. According to Susskind, 
the film will not consist of the us- 
ual saccharine treatment, but will 
be a hard-hitting biopic in the tra- 


| dition of “Love Me or Leave Me” 


and “I'll Cry Tomorrow.” The 
family quarrels of the sister team, 


| Which has recently reunited, will 


be included, Susskind maintained. 
No distribution or financing ar- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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NEED STARS WITH 


By HY HOULINGER 


In its desperate effort to main- 
tain and build audiences via the 
development of new star person- 
alities, the film industry has be- 
come teenage conscious. It is mak- 
ing a concentrated attempt to build 
teen type performers; that is, per- 
sonalities whose main appeal is 
to the Coke set. 

The influence of the teeners— 
from the bobbysoxers of the Frank 
Sinatra era to the bluejean wor- 


has been a social phenomenon of 
the past 15 years, perhaps reach- 
ing its peak during the past decade. 
|The potential of this market has 
been recognized by the record in- 
dustry and non-entertainment busi- 
nesses. Hollywood, however, is re- 
garded as lax in catering to this 
all important segment of the pop- 
|}ulation whose buying power and 
| king-making ability have reached 
‘astronomical proportions in recen‘ 
years. 

| To be sure, the teen set has not 
| been completely neglected by the 
| film solons. On the other hand, no 
|determined effort has been made 
to extract the full capacity of the 





age 13 to 19 group by making pic- | 


tures especially geared for the 
youngsters or building performers 
| with “built-in” teen appeal. The 
| pic biz borrowed occasionally from 
|other entertainment media, picking 
|up for film exposure a teen here or 
heroine who had already obtained 
a degree of acclaim via disk out- 
ings. 
Stress New Talent 

Now the film industry is stepping 
up this effort as well as making a 
direct move to introduce and de- 
velop on its own personalities who 
will excite the highschool trade. 
The mysterious aura of adoration 
that still exists for James Dean 
and the wild cultist attraction that 
surrounds Elvis Presley among the 
teenage set have played important 
roles in awakening the film in- 
| dustry. 

There’s not a studio around that 
is not hopeful of coming up with a 
successor to Dean. And, as a re- 
sult, there’ll be any number of up- 

(Continued on page 14) 


‘King’ 2d, ‘Duchin’ 3d, 





Rain in many sections of coun- 
try coupled with cooler weather, is 
boosting biz in many key cities cov- 
ered by VARIETY this stanza. There 
are few new big entries but re- 
cently released blockbusters con- 
tinue fo rack up great trade. 

“High Society’ ‘M-G), No 
last session, again is finishing first 
by a wide margin. Currently it 
playing in 14 key cities covered by 


one 


1S 


VARIETY correspondents. “King 
and I” (20th) continues in second 


position, same as last week 
“Eddy Duchin Story’ (Col) 

holding in third spot, which is the 

“Seven Won- 


1S 


same as a week ago 


de} of World” (Indie) i 
up to fourt position trom ixtn 
| fr last se OF 
1 \ l Bo 5 | l no 
n fifth position. It was fourth | 
eek ‘Moby Dick” (WB) is ] 
] up to ] h slot "Parad! 
Pal ] ( imbping to event place 


uinst ninth a week ago 
Up There Likes Me 


is winding up eighth. “Okla- 


“Somebod: 


M-G 


homa” (Magna) is taking ninth 
money while “Cinerama Holiday 
(Indie), now in fewer keys with 
“Wonders” out in release, rouads 
out the Big 10 list. 

“Trapeze” (UA), which has fin- 
ished its biggest key city firstrun 
dates, still is accumulating sizable 
coin in the few scattered spots cur- 
rently playing. 

“Wilder Years” (M-G), a new- 
comer, hints some promise. It is 
stout in Minneapolis and big in 
N. Y. where paired with vaude. 
“Naked Hills’ (AA), also new, 


} looms torrid in Louisville. 


COKE-aET DRAW 


shippers of the late James Dean— ! 


National Boxoffice Survey 


THE TEENS’ 








PENNSY’S CENSORS 





Philadelphia, Aug. 21. 
The Pennsylvania Board of Mo- 


TURN IN PENCILS 


tion Picture Censors, after a run 
of 41 years, shutters next week | 
(31). The employees under ad- 


ministrative director Mike Felt go 


fices will be dismantled and the 
equipment shipped to Harrisburg. 
| Action. came as a result of the 
Supreme Court decision that mo- 
tion picture censorship is uncon- 
stitutional coupled with the failure 
of the State Senate to approve Gov- 
ernor Leader’s appointees. 
Industry leaders ard_ perent- 
teacher associations have been im- 


TOA Urges Gov't Loans to Theatres 
To Beat Livingroom Rap; Points 
To Obsolete Equipment, Furnishings 


e 


Washington, Aug. 21. 

Theatre Owners of America 
made a strong pitch to the Small 
Business Administration last weck 
to provide Federal loans to exhibi- 
tors to modernize their establish- 
ments to keep up with the times. 
Following up the recommendation 
of the Senate Small Business Com- 
mittee favoring SBA consideration 
of such loans where banks will not 


| grant credit, TOA told the agency 
off the payroll and the Vine St. of- | 


| 


| vival 


| portuning the governor's office to | 


provide funds to keep the group 
functioning until the Senate dead- 
lock could be broken. 


Scorecard on WB 


Assets As & When 
Unloaded for $ 





the 
assets and 


Further clarification of 
ner Bros. unloading of 
lease-back, where needed, sees 
Charles Allen Jr., Serge Semen- 
enko, Jack L. Warner & Co. visu 
alizing the cashing-in of such hold- 
ings as the following: 

The Burbank ranch may 
worth $9-$10,000,000; it’s down at 
a book valuation of around $350.- 
000-$400,000. The WB theatres in 
England may bring $7,500,000 to 
| $9,000,000. The major Burbank 
studio could be sold and 
back for the film 
poses that Warner envisions, 
he will very much head vu” an 
(Continued on page 20) 


ac 


‘Wonders,’ ‘Boats’ Next 


“Walk Proud Land” (U), also a 
fresh entry, shapes solid in Chi 
and fine in Denver. “Bus Stop” 
(20th), due at N. Y. Roxy soon, 
looks big in Boston. “Bigger Than 
Life,” also from 20th-Fox, looms 


fine in N. Y. but slow in L.A. “Run 


For Sun” (UA) is good in Philly 
“Johnny Concho” (UA), oKay in 

Frisco, is soaring to non-holiday 

week high at N. Y, Paramount 


where it is being boosted by stage- 
show headed by Frank Sinatra, star 


of this pic “Seven Men From 
Now” (WB) is okay in Washington 
“Fastest Gun Alive’’ (M-G) con- 
tinues hotsy on extended-run in 
N. Y. “Kettle n Ozark 
ited g Toronto 
t Rod G Gil P 
I ) bo j " | } 
Amb I D 
( l in W TY ooks b 
i \ ( 
H H 
I in Le ( 
Vs. -Fl Saucers” (Col id in 
Chi. I ood in Omaha and fine in 
St. Louis 
Complete Boxoffice Reports o1 
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Welsch’s Longhair Pix 


Holywood, Aug. 21. 
Howard Welsch is planning pro- 
gram ot 16 features in color tagged 
‘Masters of 


af 


Pages 8 


great composers. Deems Taylor 
will narrate the series. 

Nicholas Ray will direct the first 
four, based on Bach, Lizst, Brahms 


j and Beethoven, 


leased | 
produc ion pur- | 
since ! 


that survival of the motion picture 
theatre hinges on financial aid. 

In a_ statement submitted to 
SBA, the exhibitor organization as- 
serted that while the motion pic- 
ture industry has advanced “tech- 
nically” the theatre itself has been 
so engrossed in its fight for 
that it has been unable 
keep up with other retail 
nesses in conforming to 
standards. 

TOA pointed to television as 
playing a major role in the diffi- 
culties of the theatre but declared 
that ‘after tv has saturated a given 
area (and provided, of course, that 
the theatre has survived the period 
of decline), attendance can _ be 
maintained at a sustaining level.” 
However, said TOA, this stabiliza- 
tion “is by no means produced by 
tv saturation in itself.” Statement 


sur- 
to 
busi- 
modern 


|; went on to quote from the Senate 


War- | 


be | 


report that the exhibitor, after 
weathering the advent of tv, “still 
has his share of problems in at- 
tempting to lure patrons from the 
comfort of their living room.” 


Declaring that theatres have 
come out of the struggle against 
tv with obsolete equipment and 
| “threadbare” furnishings, TOA in- 
formed SBA that “the potential 
movie-goer cannot be wooed back 
on the basis of past habits alone. 
He must be offered the modern 


| improvements which he has come 


Drop in Mercury Ups Trade; ‘Society’ Again Champ, | 


Music,” based on lives $ 


to expect in all postwar industry.” 
These improvements, the organi- 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Friendly’ M-G May Become Ist Distrib 
Rapped by Allied States in Trade Ads 


Allied States Assn. is contem- 
plating purchase of advertising 
space in trade papers to rap the 
film companies whose selling poli- 
cies are considered detrimental to 
the interest of exhibitors. This 
move is reportedly one of the 
counter actions weighed at last 
week’s Allied board meeting in 
Louisville, Ky. , 

Metro, which for a long time en- 
joyed the status of the “friendly 
company,” may be the first dis- 
tributor to be blasted in the trade 
journals. Allied members have 
been cautioned by the exhib asso- 
ciation’s Emergency Defense Com- 
mittee, which convened prior to 
the board meet, “to look, listen 
and be careful when dealing with 
Metro.” 

The new attitude toward M-G, 
which for years enjoyed a favored 
position with exhibitors, is based, 
according to Allied, on the film 
company’s demands for 50° terms 
sans adjustment on such pictures 
as “I'll Cry Tomorrow” and “High 
Society.” The Allied leaders ex- 
pressed themselves as “hurt and 
indignant” at Metro’s policy and 
indicated that they feared that 
M-G’s demands would set a prece- 
dent which the other film compa- 
nies would follow. Somewhat be- 
wildered by the M-G switch, they 
left the door open for a reconcili- 
ation by stating that they hoped 
the filmmaker would reconsider its 
present terms and again revert to 
its position as the ‘friendly com- 


pany.” 
The Allied board, under the 
leadership of prexy Rube Shor, 


made a pitch for an enlargement of 
the proposed industry roundtable 
conference, With invitations al- 
ready issued to the film company 
presidents, Allied asked that the 
scope of the palaver be increased 
to include not only theatre prob- 
lems but also the difficulties fac- 
ing production-distribution 
current market conditions. The 
two-day board meeting renewed 
its bid to the film company toppers 
for the proposed roundtable ses- 
sion devoted to industry problems. 


MPD Acquires 
Toronto's ‘Rex’ 


Distribution rights to ‘“Oedipux 
Rex,” first of a series of films fea- 
turing the players, costumes 
scenery of the Stratford 
Festival productions, 
quired by Motion 


and 


been ac- 
Pictures Distri- 
butors Inc., firm headed by Irving 


has 


M. Lesser and Nathan H. Gates. 
Picture, directed by Tyrone 
Guthrie and produced by Leonid 
Kipnis, was filmed in Toronto, 
utilizing a majority of the per- 
formers who appeared in the orig- 
inal Stratford production MPD 
Vv 1 he or] de d ibution 
1 ( ed:d, ig the 
film tor theatrical release in Octo- 
ber. The production, in Eastman 
color and widescreen, has a run- 
ning time ot 88 minutes \ total 
of 40 pri will be allable for 
kev city engagements in the fall 
Oedipus Rex” launches an am- 
b inge undertaking by 
q 1] rve ri tre 
aire ! ind Kipnis \ iough 
« r bn 
1 ( ( O 
j 
a ( hat } { ) 
Tile ( i I 19 (Ol Sake 
S} \ } e wl ord } ) l 
1 ol | oO tine een 
Cc nas been pri i { 
n Kit nd Ju 
> 4 ( I rie d 
Conn. the ke figures in the group 
Under present plans, the company 
hopes to film two or three filins 
annually in Canada, either in Mon- 
treal or at Stratford when the 


Festival moves from its tent head- 
quarters to a permanent structure. 
The Stratford Festival is down for 
a percentage of the profits. It, 
however, is compensated for the 
use of its costumes and scenery. 
The performers receive a straight 
Salary for the film stint. 

“Oedipus” was filmed in three 
weeks. This was made possible, 
according to Guthrie, by using the 
original sets and employing per- 
formers “who knew their lines 
backwards and forwards.” 








The ‘Big D’ Powwow 
Minneapolis, Aug. 21. 

The national Allied States 
convention at Dallas Nov. 26- 
28 will be for many exhibitors 
“a make or break convention,” 
according to the current North 
Central Allied bulletin which 
urges aS many as the terri- 
tory’s theatreowners to attend. 

“Many problems, and espec- 
ially the baffling and discour- 
aging film problem, will be 
gone over thoroughly by ex- 
perts,” the bulletin promises. 











| Pickman, ad-pub v.p., and his de- 


uncer | 


| sion 


(Ontario) | 





Par on 2 Courses— 





Hoopla on Tolstoy 
Vs. Decalog Drive 


Paramount has found itself in 
an ad-pub version of “Can You 
Top This?” That the promotional 
breaks for “War and _ Peace” 
have been top-rung is recognized 
throughout the trade. Last week’s 
life cover and beaucoup pictorial 
layout stuff inside was the third 





time the weekly gave a cover and | 
spread to the adaptation of Tol- | 
stoy. Other spotlighting has been 
tremendous all around, adding up 
to the biggest attention ever cop- 
ped by a Par release. 


Now comes chapter two. Jerry | 


partment are faced with the task 
of topping “W & P” for Par’s next 
epic, Cecil B. DeMille’s “Ten Com- | 
mandments.” The Decalog pro 
duction reputedly cost about $12,- 
000,000 to bring in, which is about 


twice the negative budget for 
“W & P.” In view of the stake in 


“Commandments,” DeMille’s in- 
dustry position and the Par hier- 
archy’s great expectations re the 
film, greater-than-Tolstoy free- | 
space will be logked for. 
Pickman, et al., got a headstart 
with the recent observance of De- 
Mille’s 75th birthday. This re- 
ceived wide coverage. But, then, 
“W & P” had both Mike Todd and 
the Soviet Union as assets, their 
announcements about another ver- 
of Tolstoy having served to | 
attention on the Par entry. 


focus 


Chi Projectionist’s Ad 
Device for Pic Bally 
Chicago, Aug. 21 
Vet Chi projectionist Jim Small, 
Balaban & Katz s« 


reening room 
operator and a boothman since 
(1907, has come up with a rear 
screen projection unit for 16m 
film, similiar to a tv set. which 
he plans to sell as an advertising 
device to the motion picture in- 
dustry Situate in store windows 
and upermarket at a from 
the-theatre Situations, the unit 
would show film clips and cartoons, 
“selling movies with movies,” as 
Small puts it. 

Small Savs commercial time 
could also be sold, to be inter- | 
persed between the clips or car-| 
tcons Small nks the majo 
1 e ¢ 11ts ould naturai 
l 1¢ h de Ce nde a 

‘ ( 


Europe to N.Y. 
rge Cnasin 

Finlay Currie 
Lorne Greene 
Helen Hayes 
Sol Hurok 
Leo Jaffe 
Katy Jurado 
Joseph Kramm 
Milton Lehr 

Eric Leinsdorf 

John Merivale 
Nicholas P. Perry 
Anthony Quinn 

Ann Sheridan 

Irving Stone 
Theodore C. Streibert 
Renata Tebaldi 





ithe 


U Tightens Up on Entry 
Rules for Tyro Players; 
Gotta Have Some Training 


As part of its general economy 
of program, Universal has revised 
the entry requirements for its 
Coast talent development school. 


From a strictly dollars-and-cents 
view, the film company has dis- 
covered that it unwise to sign up 
youngsters for the school who have 
not had some previous dramatic 
training. 

Operation of the school is cost- 
ly, probably running to about $1,- 
000,000 annuaily. It’s figured that 
it takes a year or two of schooling 
of untrained hopefuls before a 
chance can be taken in placing the 
young thesps before the camera. 

Under its new policy, U is only 
accepting students who have had 
some previous training, either in 
colleges or in accepted drama 
schools. Rather than operating as 
an undergraduate school, it is of- 
fering a_ post-graduate’ course. 
Thusly, the film company feels it 
can save a year or two in salaries, 


| since it is of the opinion that it 


can weed out more quickly or de- 


velop faster the youngsters with | 


previous dramatic experience. 


Shorts Short On 
Cheery Prospect 


Importance of the short subject 
and the newsreel in the overall in- 
dustry scheme of things is dimin- 
ishing rapidly as evidenced by per- 
sonnel shifts at the companies. 

Shorts and newsreel] sales are 





rate a special department. Moti- 
vation given is that the companies 
mu&t effect economies and are 
starting to do so where it hurts 
the least. 

Latest instance of shorts sales 
integration is at Universal, where 
Irving Sochin has quit and is not 





/being integrated into the overall | 
|sales setup and no longer seem to | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


being replaced. Sochin handled 
shorts and the newsreel. From | 
now on, the individual division and 


branch heads will 
these subjects. 

The U move followed a similar 
change at 20th-Fox, where Lem 


Jones has bowed out and shorts 


take care of 


} 


| in wrangling an exclusive from Adlai Stevenson on the civil 


and newsreel] sales are being taken | 


over by the general sales force. At 
Warner Bros., the Jack L. War- 
ner-Serge Semenenko management 
has discontinued shorts and the 
newsreel via elimination of the 
entire Warner News subsidiary. 
Warners is the only company 
that has actually gone to the ex- 
treme by cutting out shorts 
newsreel altogether. 
Cutback has been a long time 
a-coming. Shorts sales’ managers 
for the past few years have com- 
plained that, with rising costs, they 
were finding it more and more diffi- 


and | coproduction in Italy a la ‘‘War and Peace.” 


| this week while Eitel Monaco of ANICA stays in town 


——., 





New York Sound Track 
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Adolph Zukor on the mend at home after minor surgery. No prob. 
lems .. . MPAA is Stalling on its annual 50G contribution to the Wi) 
Rogers Memorial Hospital, the donation being blocked by Barney 
Balaban who feels the Saranac Lake institution is not hard pressed 
for money .. . Hecht-Lancaster outfit excited about Don Murray’, 
showing in “Bus Stop,” H-L having the newcomer in its “Bachelor 
Party” .. . Frank Sinatra was tossed critical posies by the local papers 
for his role in “Johnny Concho,” western he made independently .. , 
Since Samuel Goldwyn is a Republican, how come a clip from his 
“Best Years of Our Lives’ was made available to the Demos in Chi? 
... Though they’re still buddies, Milton Pickman, entrenched at Screen 
Gems, is not joining Jerry Wald at 20th-Fox. 


Richard Brandt to Venice as the official rep of the Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Distributors Assn. ... Stockholder rep Mia Copping com- 
plaining “they’re mortgaging our future” via percentage deals with 
the stars ... 20th-Fox looking to a $5,000,000 profit from its oilwells 
next year... Brandt circuit planning a drive-in at Phillipsburg, N.J, 
It'll be built this year .. . Walter Koppel, head of Germany’s Real 
Film, which headquarters in Hamburg, awarded the West German 
Republic’s Order of Merit. He expects to visit in the U.S. this fall... 
Clayton E. Bond, former 20th-Fox tv and shorts exec, named sales 
v.p. for Animatic Productions ...’Twas Alfred E. Daff’s wedding day 
last week, but he made his telephonic longdistance check of the Uni- 
versal homeoffice as per usual. Above the call of duty, etc. etc. . 
Technicolor’s Herbert T. Kalmus back in town this week. 

Eric Johnston going to Spokane from San Francisco where he’s ate 
tending the Republican convention. He's due back in Washington Sept. 
1... That $5,000,000 Metro theatrical 16m deal cooking and due for 
early signature, confirms M-G’s Orton Hicks . . . Czechs are interested 
in buying 20 to 30 American pix as a starter, according to Nerman Katz 
of Associated Artists Production ... Joshua Logan in for the “Bus 
Stop” preem Aug. 31. 

Carlo Ponti, associate of Dino DeLaurentiis in the making of “War 
and Peace,” doesn’t see eye-to-eye with his partner on the length of 
the picture. “It should be cut,’ he agreed in New York this week. 
DeLaurentiis has been battling Par to keep the 3 hr. 28 mins. running 
time. DeLaurentiis and Ponti have now split. DeLaurentiis is dick- 
ering a coproduction deal with Harry Brandt on “Le Notti di Caberia.” 
Ponti’s next venture isn’t set. 

A few quotes dropped at the ITOA luncheon honoring Bob O'Donnell 
and Bob Coyne for pressing the tax campaign to its successful con- 
clusion: “We present this scroll (to Dallas-based O'Donnell) to a 
gentleman from deep in the heart of taxes’—Max Cohen; Sam Pinan- 
ski (who has no reputation for word economy) “approaches every issue 
by indirection, and if he were a writing man I think he would use 
parentheses around a comma’’—Coyne; “Joe Vogel made an impas- 
sioned plea, before Treasury Secretary Humphrey, telling him about 
the 4,000-seat theatres being empty, but he forgot to mention Loew’s 
was playing ‘Kismet’ that week’”—O’Donnell. 

Eric Johnston, warning the companies against individual action in 
dealing with the Commie countries, recalled Warner Bros.’ problems 
with ‘Mission to Moscow.” Pic was made at the prodding of White 
House and State Dept. Yet, when it became an issue in the 1947 

ouse UnrAmerican Activities Committee hearings, neither agency 
would step forward to acknowledge its part in the production of the 

m. « 

In the interests of technical credits, director Robert McCahon says 
that’s all he did on “The Seagram Story,” the costly Louis de Rochmont 
industrial film for the distillery, and that Tom Orchard rates the pro- 
ducer credit . Exec veepee C. B. Stratton, Mike Clofine et al. of 
Hearst Metrotone News are proud of the scoop that Charles Shutt got 
rights 
plank statement, and both clarify last week’s Variety statement that 
“the tv boys stepped right up and used it first.” That’s right, but only 
because News of the Day, via its affiliated INS Telenews, services 
ABC-TV which gave that network an exclusive. INS Telenews has an 
exclusive only with ABC-TV but syndicates its services to a flock of 
indie video stations. 

Hon. Giuseppe Brusasca, Italian Undersecretary of State, Coasting 


for huddles 
Brusasca has been pitching with the Assn. for more 


with the MPEA. 


Leo Jaffe, Columbia v.p., back at his homeoffice desk from an exten- 
sive tour of Europe during which he conterred with Col-affiliated pro- 


‘ducers filming abroad Metro Canadian field press rep Chester 
Friedman returned to his Toronto headquarters after attending the 
wedding of his son in New York... Joe Pasternak due in from the 


Coast Friday (24).... = 
Harold Gabrilove, chief barker of Albany Variety Club, former 
Paramount city manager in Newburgh and president of RTA Distrib- 


{utors, has returned with Mrs. Gabrilove from a month’s vacation in 
Italy. 

Cinerama crew which has been filming sequences for the new 
Lowell Thomas adventure, “Search for Shangri-La,” has returned to 
N.Y. after four months in Ceylon, Burma, Nepal, Pakistan and Indi: 
Headed by director Otto Lang, the crew includes Harry Squire, Jack 


cult to make ends meet, particu- | 
larly since exhibitors were in no 
mood to boost rentals on the 
reelers. 
L.A. to N.Y. 
Ann Baxter 
Bercutt 

Emmett R. Callahan 

Ariene Dahl 

David Davidson 

Laraine Day 

Rov Disney 

Vikki Dougan 

Leo Durocher 

Leonard Field 

Florida Friebus 

L. Wolfe Gilbert 

i tin Geodman 

i He I KS 

Tab H r 

Seam Katzmal 

Jess Royce I dis 

I eimanh ao I a iS 

Dorothy Malone 


Robert Middleton 
Jack J anes 
Dennis OKeete 
William Ornstein 
Walter Pidgeon 
Cameron Prud'homme 
Rosalind Russell 
Harry Saltzman 
Rod Steiger 

Ralph Wheelwright 
Jonothan Winters 
Natalie Wood 


N.Y to L.A. 


Mike Conner 
Carl Fisher 
Mary Gray 
Robert Griffith 
Richard Kollmar 
Forrest Tucker 


.a 11 
yiuill 





Priestly, Michael Zingale, Peter Passas, Jack Wallace, Fred Bosch and 
Ray Scharples ... According to an editorial analysis by the Lloyd H. 
Hall Co., 


Look Magazine devoted a greater percentage of its editorial 
space to amusements and entertainment than did any other magazine 
in the major weekly field. Analvsis indicated that Look’s show b 
coverage during the first six months of 1956 occupied 16.6°O of the 
mag’s editorial content, compared with 9.9% for Life, 9.7% for Col- 
lier’s, and 5°) for the Saturday Evening Post . Walter Slezak re- 
turns to Hollywood for a co-starring role in Metro’s ‘10,000 Bed- 
rooms He resumes his Broadway activities at the completion of the 
film, having signed t tar in “First Gentleman” . Theatre Owne 
of America has named a speci convention reception co ttee 
welcome delegates to the N.Y. Coliseum convention Sept. 20-24 It 
consists of Samuel Rosen, Joseph R. Vogel, Sol Schwartz, Russell V. 


Downing, Harry Brandt, Emanuel Frisch, Sam Rinzler, Robert C. Roth- 
afel, Solomon Strausberg, Donald Rugoff, Leo Brecher, and Charles 
B. Moss . Stubby Kaye, who just completed a role in Columbia's 
“You Can’t Run Away From It,’ returns to Broadway Marryin’ 
Sam in the “Li’] Abner” tuner... Sam Rosen, S. H. Fabian, and Harry 
Kalmine addressed Stanley Warner zone managers and executives at 
a homeoffice palaver Thursday (16). 


as 





N.Y. to Europe 


Andre Eglevsky 
Melissa Hayden 
Jillana 

Tanaquil Le Clercg 
Ray Milland 
Francisco Moncion 
Lee Richards 
Gregor Piatigorsky 
Maria Tallchief 
Richard Thorpe 
Jean-Loup Tournier 
William Warfield 
Patricia Wilde 


Diana Adams 
Walter Alford 
Robert Ardrey 

Ira Ashley 

George Balanchine 
Leon Barzin 
Herbert Bliss 
Phillip Bloom, 
Todd Bolender 
Richard Brandt 
Mark Bucci 
Jacques D’Amboise 
Henry Deutschmeister 





-— or 





‘ 


b> 
De 
rill 
ley 
ed 
y's 
lor 
PI's 


his 
hi? 
en 


lo- 
m- 
ith 
lis 


eal 
lan 


les 
lay 
ni- 


ate 
pt, 
for 
ted 
atz 
Bus 


Var 

of 
ek. 
ing 
ck- 


1ell 
on- 


an- 
sue 
use 
as- 
out 
W's 


eg 
oth 
irles 
bia’s 
ryin’ 
arry 
Ss at 


Wednesday, August 22, 1956 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 5 








PIX BLOCK THEIR OWN KICKS 


~ Bark Vs. Legion Worse Than Bite 


The talk in independent distribution circles, on and off for 


years, has been about a possibl 
Legion of Decency. 


e legal bout with the National 


But the seriousness of such dialog never has 


reached the point where someone went to the nearest courthouse 


in a move for an injunction. 


Conclusion always has been reached that the Legion has the 


right to call the shots on the mo 
olic angle. And priests and pre 
from urging a Catholic boycott 
p:ay “condemned” pictures. 

Any group of any religious, or 
right. 

So far as owners and distribu 


concerned, the major irritant is the Legion’s effectiveness. 


and more theatremen are refusin 
for all” product. 
affected, for their opportunity 
surately dwindles. 


ral level of films from the Cath- 
lates could hardly be restrained 
of a theatre whose policy is to 


other, inclination has the similar 
tors of “C’’-rapped pictures are 


More 
g to play “morally objectionable 


This means, of course, that non-Catholics are 


to see such material commen- 








Retain MPEA Unity on Soviets: 


New Formula for Profits Divvy 2-8! suse ai 


A compromise arrangement last 


week saved the industry’s “united 
front’ approach to film dealings 
with Russia and the satellites. With 
the exception of United Artists, 
which — strictly speaking — was 
never a real party to it anyway, 
all the member companies of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. re- 
newed for one year the MPEA 
franchise on pic deals with the Iron 
Curtain areas. 

UA, in a special situation via its 
indie producers, will do its own 
selling but “in coordination with | 
the MPEA.” The MPEA board 
authorized initial negotiations with 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, which 
have indicated an interest in pur- 
chasing Hollywood films. 

However, the formula under 
which any deals will operate will 
differ substantially from __ that 
which applied to the original 
MPEA operation in the Iron Cur- 
tain countries following the war. 

Whereas the companies then 
pooled their product and let MPEA 
pick whatever films it wanted from 
a prepared list, with the profits | 
equally split among all regardless | 
of whose pix were chosen, the new | 
formula limits the contribution of 
each company to five features for 
any one territory. 

UA is said to have agreed to 
this limitation. It’s questionable, | 

(Continued on page 14) 











Reade, Benton Dissolve | 
Saratoga Pool; Former | 


Takes Over 2 Houses. 


| 

Albany, Aug. 21. | 

On Sept. 1, the pool between 
Reade and Bentoa in Saratoga dis- 
solves and Walter Reade Theatres | 
Inc. becomes sole owner and qpera- 
tor of the modern-style Community 
and the older Congress, the latter 


a seasonal situation in recent) — Geoffrey | 
vears Albany exchanges were Shurlock and others that a separ- 
notified of the takeover in a tele-| ate classification for imports wasn’t 
gram from Walter Reade Jr.,| ““—™ . aes 
James E. Benton and Saratoga/,.!" recent months, however, 
Theatres. Inc | MPAA thinking appeared _ to 
= - ° ‘ . ~ “4 
The wire said the new owners| Change, with Erie Johnston and 


ja “continuing study” 


+meaning. In 





MPEA Bars Bamboo 


While authorizing film ne- 
gotiations with the Soviet 
satellites last week, the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. 
board firmly nixed sales to 
countries behind the Bamboo 
Curtain for another year. 

Primarily affected is Red 
China, which in times past has 
shown some interest in ac- 
quiring U. S. pix. 


MPAA Unit Hints 
A Separate Seal 
For Foreign Pix 


That special Code seal for for- 
eign films may become a reality 
after all. 

Clear hint that some sort of spe- 
cial arrangement is in the offing 
is contained in the report on the 
Code, submitted last week to the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
board by the committee appointed 
to study possible changes in the 
document and its application. 

While not committing itself out- 
right, the committee recommended 








specifically in refcrence to the idea 
of issuing a separate seal to non- 
English-language imports. 

It’s felt that, with the consider- 
able pressure being brought to bear 
on the MPAA by foreign producers 
whose pix couldn’t qualify under 
the Code standards, the committee 
reference carries considerable 
the past, on several 
occasions, it had been made plain 
by Code Administrator 


wished to discontinue bidding andj his aides seemingly more disposed 


to negotiate for available product. 
However, Sarto Smallidone, of the 
nearby Malta Drive-In, credited 
with cutting into the business of 
the Spa’s conventional thouses by 
screening Columbia and Universal 


product firstrun last season and 
with pulling profitable patronage 
in the 375-car layout this year 


through bidding with a number of 
distributing companies in competi- 
tion with Reade-Benton, could con- 
tinue to obtain product by bidding 
if he wished to do so. 

Jack Harris will buy and book 
the Community and Congress for 
Reade, as 
theatres. In recent months, Frank 
Williams, of the Benton organiza- 
tion, has bought and booked both 
Spa situations. This switch came 
about after litigation between the 
Reade and Benton interests. 


With the takeover of the two) 


theatres, Benton will be operating 
only the Strand and Champlain in 
Plattsburg. Reade Jr. owns the 
Community Motel, within the 
Saratoga city limits. 


he does other Reade 


| to give thought to the predicament 
|of the overseas pix. Pressure has 
come also from the American ma- 


jors -who’ve been handicapped via | 


the Code in the acquisition of for- 
eign films. 
Outfits like 


Columbia have got- 


ten around that by shunting those | 


imports on which they couldn’t get 
(Continued on: page 16) 

icles ne sen 
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Chicago, B&K Flagship, 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 

The Chicago Theatre, Balaban & 
Katz kingpin house, come Aug. 30, 
will for the second time in its long 
history, offer a double bill. Combo 
of two Warner Bros. pictures, 
“Burning Hills,” and “Seven Men 
From Now,” will occupy the screen 
for a couple of weeks. P.a.’s by 
Tab Hunter and Natalie Wood 
opening day will 
double firstrun. 

Move highlights scarcity of top 
pix at that time. Last double bill 








PUSOYEOUT PL 


Problem and controversial pic- 
tures, selected for filming because 
of their unique ingredients, are 
emerging as a “double standard” 
headache for the film companies. 
Aware of the necessity of provid- 
ing offbeat themes to’ lure the pub- 
lic away from television, the film 
companies nevertheless find them- 
selves in the paradoxical position 
of soft-pedalling the controversial 
contents of the film in advertising 
and publicity. 

In some instances, great pains 
are taken to avoid any mention of 
the picture’s true theme and ef- 
forts are made to come up with 








of the Code, | 


Books Double Features | 


“safe” selling material. This sets 
up a situation in which a film com- 

‘shock” property be- 
and then 


customers to theatres 


| - ° ° 
| studiously avoids telling the pub- 


lic exactly what the picture is 
about. . 

The pictures, of course, are de- 
signed te obtain Production Code 
approval; yet the film 
are aware they cannot 
pitch the theme. A straight-from- 
the-shoulder approach, it’s feared, 
might offend a section of the pub- 
lic or might keep some customers 
away who are not interested in the 
situation or the problem presented. 
As a result, selling techniques on 
many recent pictures are geared to 
intrigue the potential filmgoer but 
not to tell him specifically what 
he’s going to see. 

The advertising technique being 
employed for Metro’s “Tea and 
Sympathy” and Warner Bros.’ “The 
3ad Seed” perhaps illustrates the 





| 
| 
| 


| quandary of the film companies 
Both films, based on_ successful 
| Broadway plays, contain offbeat 


and controversial material. Hardly 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Exhibs Not Hot 
For Appeals Ba. 


Exhibitors made it plain this 
| week that they had strong reserva- 
tions about providing representa- 
tion on the appeals board. Several 
felt the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America was trying to “use” them 
for the twin purpose of easing off 
|indie producer pressure and to tie 
the theatres closer to Code deci- 
sions. 

Allied’s Abram F. Myers said he 
couldn’t see the idea at all. ‘“‘Mak- 
ing pictures is the responsibility of 
the studios,” he commented. “Also, 
it might compromise theatremen to 
be on such a board.” Theatre Own- 
ers of America’s Walter Reade felt 
exhib representation on the ap- 
peals level was “a good idea in 
| principle” but he couldn’t see it in 
| practice. “I’m afraid somebody is 
| (Continued on page 16) 


| 


| 
| 


| New appeals board for the Pro- 
duction Code, taking in both ex- 
| hibitors and indie producer reps, 
was proposed last week to the Mo- 
ition Picture Assn. of America 
board of directors. 


Suggestion is one of a series 


companies | 
blatantly | 


| 


|Government as a 


Propose Exhib-Indie Structure 
For Code’s New Appeals Board 


{contained in a report to the board | 


from the special committee set up 
'to study procedural and adminis- 


| trative changes in the Code setup. when it 
| Company presidents are expected | Line” 
to meet in New York at an early { However, 
'date with all indications pointing | lected. 





CHAGKERS' GET ‘Arties Tabu on Pix With ‘C Rating 





May Cue ‘Safer’ Themes From 0’seas 





+ 


‘W&P’s’ Gargantuan VV 


For the debut of “War and 
Peace” yesterday (Tues.) at the 
Capitol Theatre, N. Y., the house 
installed a new screen, described 
by the management as one of the 
“world’s largest VistaVision 
screens.” 


, 


The new, highly-reflective screen 
is said to enhance the quality of 
the VistaVision process. 

Following the invitational preem 
vesterday ‘(Tues.) night, the Capi- 
tol commenced regular continuvus 
showings of “War and Peace” at 
9:30 a.m. today (Wed), with the last 
complete showing beginning at 


Pinanski Pushes 
‘A Fim Industry - 
On Longterm Pull 


Samuel Pinanski, Boston circuit 
operator -and board member of 
Hancock Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Co., wants the industry’s top 
figures in economics to map a blue- 
print for reestablishing the picture 
business on a “sound, longterm 
basis.” 


John 


Addressing a luncheon of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. 
of New York, the exec spoke in 
broad terms about ways and means 
of making the trade attractive to 
leading private financial institu 
tions. He further suggested the 
dea of proposing a Government 
gency which, in its relationship 
vith the film business, would 
function similarly to the Federal | 
Housing Administration. 

The ultimate objective is avail- 
ability of sufficient capital to as- 
sure both filmmakers and exhibi- 
tors a longevity of operation 
Theatremen would thus be in a 
position to modernize and the pro- 
ducers would be certain they’d 
have exhibition outlets in the 
years to come. 

(In recent weeks some leading 
exhibitors have been plugging for 
loans via the Small Business Ad- 
ministration.) 

Under the Piananski 
industry would be 
“legitimate level’ 


plan, the 
elevated to a 
and, with the 
prop, outside 
agencies would go for longterm 
(up to 30 years) loans to stabilize | 
the business on the economic front 
The industry itself would set up 
a “financial authority” with the 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- | 
izations as the focal point, said | 
Pinanski, who’s also a member of 
the COMPO governing board. 


been made a couple of times in 
the past when indie productions 
were refused a Code seal. 
Apart from the appeals 
aspect, the committee 
mended that 


board 
also recom 
the MPAA drop the 
$25,000 fine which now is manda- 
tory when a member outfit re- 
leases a picture sans seal. RKO} 
under Howard Hughes was fined | 
released “The French | 
without Code approval. | 
| 


the MPAA never col- 
The committee observed | 


ito acceptance of the committee’s| that the punitive assessment had | 


| recommendations. 
| Latter don’t involve any changes 


} appear concerned mostly with an 
} attempt to scuttle the charge that 
ithe MPAA is a “club” whose mem- 


He has re- | at the Chicago Theatre was booked | bers sit in judgment not only on 


cently indicated construction of a four years ago as a Christmas sea-|their own films but also those of 


drive-in there next spring. 


{ son stop-gap. 


the independents. This charge has | 


| 


kick off the in the Code document itself and | member 


| 


} 


| 


“lost its meaning.” 

At the same time, the MPAA| 
companies would con-| 
tinue to pledge that they wouldn’t | 
distribute pictures without a seal. 

The committee that drew up the | 
report was made up of MPAA|! 


|ing in 


| geles 


| the 


National Legior of Decency now 
has the art theatres on the run. 
Lhat is, a number of the offbeat 
situations, which traditionally 
played imported product without 
regard to the sensitivities of any 
individual or minority group, are 
now refusing to book pictures con- 
demned by the Legion. 

This new turn of events could 
have obvious international impli- 
cations, for foreign filmmakers, no- 
tably French and Italian, who've 
felt uninhibited in past, might well 
deal in “safer” subject matter in 
future rather than lose increas- 
ingly-imported art outlets in the 
United States. 

“C” rating 
reviewing 
ally 


from the Catholie 
organization automatic- 
means little chance of a book- 
various areaS across the 

Jack Ellis, distributor of 
Forbidden Stories,” dis- 
this week he couldn't get 
the film shown in Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, St. Paul and Providence be- 
cause the Legion gave it its 
thumbs-down treatment. 

Only territories which apparent- 
Iv aren't concerned about the Le- 
gion are the south and southwest, 
according to Ellis. Such key cities 
as New York, Chicago and Los An- 
are open to playdates, but 
exhibitors still would like it 
better if there were no “C” at- 
tached. 

This is a growing problem for 
distributors like Ellis because they 
usually enter deals to handle ime 


co'ntry. 
“Three 
closed 


ports prior to inspection by the 
Legion. When the latter brands 
the product “condemned,” the dis- 


trib right off 
setback. 
That 


more 


sustains a monetary 


become 
Produc- 

recog- 
will give 


the Legion has 
powerful than the 
tion Code has long been 
nized No major circuit 
screen time to a “C” entry, where- 
as “Man With the Golden Arm” 
played all the top chains. “Arm” 
(Continued on page 12) 


Demo Convention a Boon 


Of Sorts to Mols. Exhibs; 
Axed TVers Drove Em Out 


Minneapolis, Aug. 21. 
Exhibitors here figure that the 
televising of the Democratic con- 
vention last week helped the box- 
o‘fice more than it hurt because 
it resulted in the cancellation of so 
many video programs popular with 


numerous fans, many of whom 
sought a different sort of enter- 
tainment from that provided by 


the conclave. 
And, judging by the manner in 


which grosses held up, a large 
number of tv adherents deserted 
their homescreens for the show- 


houses in quest of their diversion, 
iilm row here is pointing out 

Similar results are expected this 
week during the Republican Na- 
tional Convention, says S. D. Kane, 
North Central Allied executive 
counsel. And the same goes for 
radio, he feels. 

It isn’t only because this year’s 
Democratic convention was com- 
paratively dull and tame during 
the night sessions, but also because 
the bulk cf those attracted to this 
type of program, stressing oratory 
and sans hot fights, aren’t avid 
films fans anyway, Kane believes. 


Herb Bonis With Par 
On Hypo for Big Pix 
Herb Bonis, former manager of 
the Palace, N.Y. has been set by 
Paramount to work under Charles 
30asberg, who is handling the spe- 


cial sales campaigns on “Ten 
Commandments” and “War and 
Peace.” Bonis was on the Coast 


last week, studying the layout of 
the Stanley Warner Beverly Thea- 
tre where “Commandments” will 
premiére in November. 

After setting up a ticket scale 
and okaying construction of a spe- 
cial boxoffice, Bonis returned to 
N-Y., over the weekend. 

A specialist in hard-ticket pre- 
sentations, Bonis left the Palace 


|prexy Eric Johnston, Paramount’s|to go out with the Danny Kaye 


(Continued on page 18) 


units. 
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War and Peace 
(Italian-U. S.) 
(COLOR-V’VISION) 


A blockbuster destined to be a 
perennial cinematic classic. 





Paramount release of Ponti-DeLaurentiis 
production, produced by Dino DeLau- 
rentiis. Stars Audrey Hepburn, Henry 
Fonda, Mel Ferrer; costars Vittorio Gass- 
man; features Herbert Lom, Oscar Ho- 


molka, Anita Ekberg, Helmut Dantine, | 


Barry Jones, Anna Maria Ferrero, Milly 
Vitale, Jeremy Brett, John Mills. Directed 


by King Vidor. Based on Leo Tolstoy’s | 


novel. Screenplay, Bridget Boland, Robert 
Westerby, King Vidor, Mario Camerini, 
Ennio DeConcini, Ivo Perilli; camera 
(Technicolor), Jack Cardiff; 2d unit cam- 
era, Aldo Tonti: art direction, Mario 
Chari, Fraz RBachelin, Giani Polidori; ed- 
itors, Stuart Gilmore, Leo Catozzo; sound 
editor, Leslie Hodgson; music, Nino Rota: 
music conductor. Franco Ferrara;  Cos- 
tumes, Maria DeMatteis; sets, Piero Cher 


ardi; production mgr. Bruno Todini; prod. | 


asst. N. Y., Ralphe Serpe; dialogs, Guy 
Thomajan; asst. to Vider, Arthur Fellows; 
asst. directors, Piero Musetta, Gutdarino 
Guidi, World premiere Aug. 21, ’55, Capi- 
tol Theatre, N. Y. Running time, 3 Hours 
28 MINS, 


pT RCT Te Audrey Hepburn 
BE nc obarseesegenses Henry Fonda 
AMGPEY cocccccccceseces Mel Ferrer 
MOOD ocnccecvcetoass Vittorio Gassman 
Helene verererery ye Anita Ekberg 
General Kutuzov .....++. Oscar Homotka 
Napoleon a eneeee eee es Herbert Lam 
S25 056 ie peace John Mills 
Dolokhov . . Helmut Dant:ne 
Lise .. tit baea sods Milly Vitale 


Senet Dastey .. sscseces Barry Jones 


Trees BNORMT +20: Wilfred Lawson | nanigans, the riding to the hounds | 


Lea Seidel 
. Jeremy Brett 
ree Sean Barrett 
..Anna Maria Ferrero 


Countess Rostov ......... 
Nicholas Kostov ..... 
Petya Rostov 
Mary Bolkonsky 


DA: . ins ave nes eodes May Britt 
OS Tree ore Tullio Carminati 
DE no n60640ensb anus Patrick Crean 


WORGREMOYVD soci cesiacces Gertrude Flynn 

The classic Leo Nicholas Tolstoy 
novel, “War and Peace,” said by 
many to be the greatest ever writ- 
ten, took six years to create its 
more than 600,000 words in 1869. 
Long after the _ historic 
French wmilitery campaigns of 
1805-1812, millions the world over 
have been afforded an insight on 
Napoleon Bonaparte of France 
versus Czar Nicholas I of Russia, 
perhaps as no history books have 
done. A century and half after 
the event, Hollywood and Italian 
know-how, some $6,000,000 capital 
investment, and an overwhelming 
production personnel which, in the 
recreated battle scenes utilized be- 
tween 5,000 and_ 6,000 Italian 
troops doubling as celluloid sold- 
iers, have produced a visual epic 
that is assured of permanent sta- 
ture in the annals of the motion 
picture industry. 

“War and Peace” is a real 
blockbuster. This is not a cellu- 
loid entry tor once or even twice 
around. It is a rich contribution 
to the art form of the picture busi- 
ness in the best tradition. It is an 
entertainment and educational 
force and’a production powerhouse 
on size and stature values alone. It 
is big in the biggest sense of the 
cinematurgical art and, in this 
alone, there is a payoff. 

“War and Peace,” the novel, was 
timely at all times and timeless 
throughout epochs and eras, This 
was never truer than now. Be- 
cause, as at no time before has the 
world known the _ fast-moving 
means of communication as exists 
today, the meaning of world strife 
takes on new values. The graphic 
Dino DeLaurentiis production and 
King Vidor direction of this Italian- 
made Paramount release reduces 
the meaning of war—and peace— 
to the most common denominator 
of everyday understanding. 


Russo- | 


| 


inoartunistie 


The classic Tolstoy novel which 


requires weeks and, more often, 
months to read has been digested 
into three and a half hours of vivid 
cinematic magie in the topmost 
scientific advances (Technicolor 
and VistaVision). 

These factors are garnished with 
a marquee that reads like a benefit 
and a production investiture that 
looks like Fort Knox. For once it’s 
a production that looks more than 
its $6,000,000 investment. 

“War and Peace” may not be the 
perfect motion picture. What is? 
There are opportunities for the 
captious to become caustic. Some 
of the opportunities are perhaps 
DeLaurentiis’ and Vidor’s own 
faults, such as that heavily-cock- 
neved John Mills personation, quite 
a discordant dialog note in the 
general unfolding. 

There may be some who will 
want to know what or, at the very 
least, profess confusion as to whom 
he or she can identify themselves 
with, There may be some who will 
concede the power and the artistry 
of the pictorial Technicolorful vig- 
nettes, some of which hold compel- 
ling beauty (‘both in splendor and 
simplicity), and yet wonder if it 
isn’t too episodic. Some also may 
find their interest lagging in the 
long dialog stretches and the gen- 
teel pleasantries of the period. 

The greater wonder is that such 


Thali 


| “Cabiria.” 


bortedly rewrote so many scenes 


a monumental work could be con- | 


densed to three and a half hours. 
It may not be long before it pene- 
trates to the public that almost as 
much footage had to be scrapped, 
and to this the carpingly captious 
may testily add then why not a few 
more teet if it creates a discord- 


ancy? In short order and with, cerned. 


billing belongs, the screenwriting 


; 


_transmutation of Tolstoy is noth- 


relative simplicity this can be fully 
ascertained and, if needs be, cor- 
rected. me 

Paramount has a merchandising 
problem which may compel re- 
vision or modification of original 
plan. Wisely, it is selling “War 
and Peace” with a forthright ac- 
cent that this is a long picture— 
three hours and 28 minutes long. 
That it is being shown on a grind 
in a Broadway deluxer, instead of 
reserved-seat roadshowing, may or 
may not be concomitant to the 
fact that Par’s DeMillepic, ‘10 
Commandments,” is somewheres 
in the offing. Public reaction can | 
well shift “War and Peace” into an 
advanced-priced, two-a-dayer  be- 
cause it has all the attributes of a 
rovdshow. 

The wonder of the DeLaurentiis- 
Vidor production is that it has 
maintained cohesiveness and _ flu- 
idity of story and also has given 
fullest accent to the = size and 
aveen of Bonaparte’s armies at} 
Austerlilz and 30orodino. Life | 
amene the Russian aristocracy 
with its passion for the good liv- 
ing and innate respect for the 
church in time of stress is broucht 
into sharp focus in a pyramiding | 
ceauence of grand balls, gay life, | 
debauchery. titled officers’ she- 





in pestoral terrains, and with it all | 
a pot complete disregard for their 
serfs. | 

Audrey Hepburn is the epitome 
of wholesome young love under! 
henevolent aristocratic rearing. | 
Henry Fonda, the confused young 
liberal who aped the French as so, 
many Russians did until Napoleon | 
forecd the ezar’s armies to resort 
to a scorched earth campaign, is | 
nerhaps sometimes too literally the | 
con‘used character. The scenes 
where he, a civilian, wanders and 
weaves in and out of the crude 
hattery of bombardiers manning 
the huttress make one wonder if 
a little pruning here would not be 
to advantage. 

The ranking members of the 
nround Count Rostov and Prince 
Palkonskv clans and their lineage 
have all been accorded canital his- 
trionte investiture to match the 
manv-splendored life, love and 
trenpings under the imperial ezar- | 
icti¢c regime — until Nanvoleon’s 
would-be conauerors invaded the 
Rvesian steppes. 

Other than the abhove and the 
moody but compelling perform- 
once by Mel Ferrer, the rest are 
Torey ro'es but almost wholly ef- 

etive. The assorted in-laws, kin, 
friends, aristocracy. alone’ with 
Nenelean ‘Herbert Lom), the op- 
Anita Ekberg, the 
nredatory Vittorio Gassman, Oscar 
Homolka as the Russian comman- 
cor-in-chief and Barry Jones are 
done with more or less conviction. | 


mm 


True, sometimes the English dia-| 
leets moke for a curious infidelity 
of snecch. Homolka is very Akim 
Tamiroff as the Russian general 
bet some of his aides sneak in 
clinoned British English. That is 
true »Ilso of Napoleon, as plaved 
hy Tlerbert Lom. Some of. the 
I-scer principals. of native Italian 
Vneage, also found themselves 
Aubbed into British English. But 
these are among the relatively 
minor footnotes in this major pro- 
cuctien ot size and realism and 
“rapdeur which easilv qualifies it 
for the cinema hall of fame. 

The maiestv of Jack Cardiff’s 
mov'orful lensing is not the least 
of the credits. Whether in the 
oft nastels of the pastoral scenes | 
or in the brilliant hues of the 
nda bell; whether in the eye-fill- 
it sween of gallant. fresh troons 
on battle plains or the bleak de- 
Nair of footsore, retreating 
Frenchmen slogging in the mire of 
defeat: whether in the rich and 
eolor'nl palace interiors or those 
arresting shots of snow-covered 
ivecs against the scorcbed earth, 
fhe American director. King Vidor, 
the It-lian producer. Del.aurentiis, 
2nd the peerless British cinema- 

ovenher Cardiff have restored to| 

Italian film industry a long for- | 
enatten tradition It is the tradi- | 
tion of size and spectacle and | 
| 


1 





eplenc r. It is Technicolor at its 
artistic peak. 
=o vivid has been the vostwar | 
n school of drab realism that | 
the world has almost forgotten the | 
nochal sweep of the once Italian | 
sfancard of motion picture pro- 
Coction which has still not eom- 
nletelvy removed the memorv of a 
With “War and Peace” 
the artisans have recaptured the 
eniec canvas which was indigenous 
to the Italian school. 

The film's scripting credits are 
a strangvelv multiple thing in light 
of Irwin Shaw’s reauest to remove 
his bitling when director Vidor re- 


an his own. But to whomever true 


chore was a yeoman job for a bat- 
terv of secriveners. The celluloid 


ing from which anybody need hide 
identity. In fact. “War and Peace” 
hes credits in plenty for all con- 
Abel. 





—_— 


|wardly girl shy. 
however, to be the writer of mash | 


The Unguaarded Moment 
(COLOR) 





Esther Williams, sans bathing 
suit, in psychological sex melo- 
drama. Slickly-produced, gen- 
erally satisfactory entry. 





Universal release of Gordon Kay pro- | 


duction, Stars Esther Williams & George 
Nader; features John Saxon, Edward 
Andrews, Les Tremayne. Directed by 
Harry Keller. Screenplay, Herb Meadows 
and Larry Marcus; based on story by 
Rosalind Russell and Marcus; camera 


| (Technicolor), William Daniels; editor, 


Edward Curtiss: music, Herman Stein. 
Previewed in N.Y. Aug. 16, 56. Running 
time, 95 MINS. 
Lois Conway 


Terre, Esther Williams 
Harry Graham . 


peteeeobars George Nader 


Leonard Bennett .......- John Saxon 
Ber. WORMS ...cccceces Edward Andrews 
Mr. Pendleton ...cccccocs Les Tremayne 
| Prof . in ceeneesebenées Jack Albertson | 
1 JOGO WATER 20. ccccccccee Dani Crayne 
Career rere John Wilder 
Attorney Briggs.......... Edward C. Platt 


Eleanor Audley 


Pendleton’s Secretary 
Eve Robert B. Williams 


Detective ...... 


Having severed with Metro. Es- | 


ther Williams, in her first free- 


|lance outing, essays a straight dra- 


matic role without jumping into a 
pool, going near the water, or even 
donning a bathing suit. The result 


is on the plus side, for the bathing | 


suit-less and dry Miss Williams 


‘emerges as a competent and ap-| 


pealing performer without’ the 
aquatic accoutrements. 

In the slickly-filmed Gordon Kay 
production, having the typical Uni- 
versal polish (as identifiable with 
the film company as popular mag- 
azine fiction), Miss Williams por- 
trays a high school teacher in- 
volved in a psychological sex melo- 
drama. The story is also out of 


the pop magazine hopper, but it is 


agreeably presented and _ suffici- 
ently suspenseful to place it a 
notch about the norm. Theatres 
that play Universal product will 


|find “The Unguarded Moment” a 


generally satisfactory entry. 
In addition to presenting a 


grounded Miss Williams, the film | 
marks Rosalind Russell's debut as | 
an author, the actress having writ- | 
'ten the original story in collabora- | 


tion with Larry Marcus who, in 
turn, co-scripted the screenplay 
with Herb Meadows, 

Universal, as most film compan- 
ies, is seeking a performer to as- 
sume the mantle of the late James 
Dean. As its contender, it is of- 


fering John Saxon, a young grad- | 


uate of its talent development 
school who is receiving the “intro- 


ducing” treatment in “Unguarded | 
| Moment.” 


Saxon is seen as a handsome, 
brawny and brainy football hero 
who despite his many assets is out- 
He turns out, 


notes and a night prowler crimin- 
ally inclined to assault woman. 


| Miss Williams, as a shapely, attrac- 


tive music teacher, is a _ victim. 
Her efforts to protect the school 
and the mixed-up youth backfire 


jand she finds herself charged with 
}encouraging the boy, resulting in 


her suspension from the school. 
Her attempts at clearance and 
reinstatement are aided by George 
Nader, young police lieutenant who 
also eyes Miss Williams romantic- 


‘ally. The boy’s sexual problem is 
itraced to his 


demented father 
whose values are twisted by his 
wife’s desertion. 

Saxon no doubt, will have a 
degree of appeal among femme 


| teenagers, but he has a long way 


to go before he can be compared to 
Dean. Nader is smoothly efficient 
as the police lieutenant. Edward 











The Ship That Died 
Of Shame 


“The Ship That Died of 
Shame,” British import which 
preemed Monday (20) at the 
Little Carnegie, N. Y., was 
reviewed from London by 
VARIETY in the issue of May 
11, 1955. Rank presentation of 
Michael Balcon-Ealing Studios 
production is based on a 
Nicholas Monsarrat story 
which ran in the Satevepost. 
Continental Distributing Inc. 
is releasing in the U. S. Orig- 
inal running time of 91 min- 
utes is retained. 

“The author’s name alone on 
this one,’ Clem opined, 
“should attract filmgoers who 
flocked to ‘The Cruel Sea.” 
This fact coupled with the rep- 
utation of Ealing Studios 
should make it a good -b.o. 
potentially both in Britain and 
overseas.” Reviewer added 
that the degradation endured 
by a “ship with a soul” is “im- 
pressively depicted” while the 
story of three’ men mainly 
concerned in her career is un- 
folded with “‘suspensive inter- 
est.” Cast headed by Richard 
Attenborough turns in “ef‘ec- 
tive” performances. Direction 
of Michael Relph and Basil 
Dearden also drew praise. 


| Andrews, as the unctuous, overpro- 
tecting father, and Les Tremayne, 
as the confused high school princi- 
pal expertly put across their roles. 

Harry Keller’s direction suc- 
ceeds in eliciting the maximum sus- 
pense elements, William Daniels’ 
camera work and the _ technical 
aspects of the production, as 
'stated previously, are slick and 
| polished. Holl, 


The Boss 








Strong exploitation picture 
headed for hefty returns dur- 
ing the election period. 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

United Artists release of Frank Seltzer 
| (Walter Seltzer associate) production. 
| Stars John Payne; costars William Bishop, 
| Gloria MeGhee, Doe Avedon. Directed by 
| Byron Haskin. Screenplay, Ben_ Perry; 
| camera, Hal Mohr; editor, Ralph Dawson; 
| music, Albert Glasser. Previewed Aug. 
| 17, ’56. Running time, 88 MINS. 


| Matt Brady ....ccscsceess John Payne 
Bob Herrick ..c-cccsecce William Bishop 
Lorry Reed ...ccccccsees Gloria McGhee 
| Bisie Reynolds ...cccecserss Doe Avedon 
Tim Brady ........ ge eebes Roy Roberts 
| Stanley Millard .......... Rhys Williams 
| Johnny Mazia -..eerseeeees Robin Morse 
QC ear Gil Lamb 
| Brmis SOGKSON. co ccasccesccense Joe Flynn 
DE 5 os och ded tawsertseaeess Bill Phipps 
| Hamhead erry sitcedwesne Bob Morgan 
}Roy Millard ....cccccees Alex Frazer 
OE Rr John Mansfield 
| Tom Masterson ......-..- George Lynn 
Governor Beck ........+. Harry Cheshire 


“The Boss” is a hard-hitting melo 
of the rise and fall of an unscrupu- 
lous political boss, with controver- 
sial overtones to give it a particu- 
uarly strong exploitation hook. 
| Film’s subject and release during 
| the current political consciousness 
| Step up its chances to pay off hef- 
| tily in the general market as well 
|as program situations. 
| Producer Frank Seltzer has 
| thinly veiled the Tom Pendergast 
i'regime of Kansas City infamy to 
|backdrop' his narrative, which 
| Byron Haskin directs for punchy 
effect. Yarn unfolds in what is sub- 





enough of the Kansas City story 
and its political boss are there to 
lend honesty of purpose, including 
the so-called Union Station ‘‘mas- 
'sacre” of G-men. Even the entry 
into politics of a counterpart of 
Harry S. Truman is inserted, for 
those who would recognize him. 
In the title role, John Payne de- 
parts from his customary heroics 
to undertake an unsympathetic 
_characterization, and comes off 
| realistically. 


| The Ben Perry screenplay opens 
|; with Payne returning from World 
'War I to the town where his elder 
| brother is the boss. Upon latter’s 
|sudden death, Payne, hard and 
lambitious, takes over, and the 
years see his rise to such power 
that he virtually controls the en- 


boyhood pal who becomes his legal 
arm. His high-handed and rough- 
shod methods bring on a wave of 
| reform, which gets nowhere, ap- 
| parently, until Payne’s tie-in with 
|a mob in the rackets leads to his 
| final downfall and he’s put away 
/on an income tax-evasion rap. 

Payne registers impressively, 


; ward stride is William Bishop, a 


| particularly in the later phases of ' 


| the picture, when he begins to age, 
j}and gets smooth assistance from 
| Bishop as the man finally respon- 
{sible tor his conviction. Gloria 
| McGhee is excellent as Payne’s 
wife, whom he marries while on a 
drunk after the girl he loves, Doe 
Avedon, refuses to see him when 
|he stands her up. Miss Avedon in 
| her brief appearances also is good, 
las is Roy Roberts, Payne’s brother. 
Robin Morse, the gang leader 
whose men get trigger-happy while 
trying to rescue a pal from Gov- 
ernment men at the Union Station, 
is a particular standout. Joe Flynn 
enacts the Truman character. 
Technical credits are first class, 
including photography by Hal 
Mohr, Albert Glasser’s score and 
Ralph Dawson’s tight editing. Wal- 
ter Seltzer functions as associate 
producer. Whit. 


Canyon River 

(C’SCOPE—COLOR) 
George Montgomery in okay 
western for general outdoor 
trade, 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Allied Artists release of Richard 
Heermance production. Stars George 
Montgomery, Marcia Henderson, Peter 
Graves, Richard Eyer; features Walter 
Sande, Robert Wilke, Alan Hale, John 
Harmon, Jack Lambert, William Faweett. 
Directed by Harmon Jones. Story and 
screenplay, Daniel B. Ullman; camera 
‘De Luxe Color), Ellsworth Fredricks; 
editor, George White; music, Marlin 
Skiles. Previewed Aug. 3, °56. Running 
time, 79 MINS, 
Steve Patrick ....... George Montgomery 
Se. Sere ene Marcia Henderson 


a Peter Graves 
Chuck Hale ..... Coccdccece_meenara Byer 
PEBGGOK .ccccssccscccccee’ Waleer Bande 
a ree ceascecece . Robert Wilke 
EPUMEE ctstcanereceies ener Alan Hale 
A eeercece $00be bao John Harmon 
errr errr rrr Jack Lambert 
eS William Fawcett 


This is about a cattie drive in 
reverse—the herd’s being taken 
from Oregon back to Wyoming. To 





titled “a middle-class city,” but | 


tire state. Aiding him in his up-| 


further upset western tradition, 
there’s a gal along as trial cook, 
Not much else has a twist, though, 
so it comes out as an Okay outdoor 
feature toplining George Mont- 
gomery for attention in the action 
market. 


The Scott R. Dunlap presenta- 
tion, produced by Richard Heer- 
mance, keeps a close eye on the 
budget in spots by using some trail 
herd stock shots that don’t match 
at all well with the newer footage 
that is ably lensed in CinemaScope 
and De Luxe Color by Ellsworth 
Fredricks. Other than this incon- 
gruous touch, though, Harmon 
Jones’ direction of the Daniel B, 
| Ullman screen story, keeps the 
| picture playing at an interesting 
pace with generally good perform- 
ances to help. 

Montgomery is the rancher. 
| Longhorns are a drug on the mar- 
ket in Wyoming so he schemes to 
import some Herefords from Ore- 
gon and crossbreed a tough, new 
stock. His forman, Peter Graves, 
apparently goes along with the 
plan, but plots to take over him- 
self at trail’s end via joining forces 
with Walter Sande in a rustling 
deal that will eliminate Montgom- 
|ery—fatally. During the rugged 
trail trek, though, his boss proves 
| such a good Joe that Graves has a 
'change of heart and gets himself 
killed breaking up the rustling job, 
|leaving Montgomery to start his 
;new herd with the help of the 
| pretty, widowed cook, warmly 
| played by Marcia Henderson, and 
| her small son. Richard Eyer. 
Montgomery capably goes about 
'the hero chores and Graves is ex- 
‘cellent as his scheming partner. 
|Eyer is an engaging youngster, 
i while Walter Sande and Robert 
Wilke are forthright heavies. Alan 
Hale, John Harmon, Jack Lambert 
{and William Fawcett are colorful 
|as the cut-throat crew Montgomery 
| corrals for the trail drive. 

Marlin Skiles’ score, editing and 
other technical assists are okay. 

Brog. 








Child in the House 
(BRITISH) 





Tezrjerker about unhappy 
child loyally withholding in- 
formation about her father, 
hunted by police. 

——»_— 
} London, Aug. 14. 
_ Eros release of a Golden Era produc- 
tion. Stars Phyllis Calvert. Eric Portman, 
Stanley Baker. with Mar."y Miller. Di- 
rected by C. Raker Endfield. Screenplay 
by C. Raker Endfield from novel by Janet 
McNeill; camera, Otto Heller; editor, 
Charles Hasse; music, Mario Nascimbene. 
At Leicester Square Theatre, London. 
Running time, 90 MINS, 


Evelyn Acheson.......... Phyllis Calvert 
} Henry Acheson........... Eric Portman 
Stephen Lorimer......... Stanley Baker 
| Elizabeth Lorimer........ Mandy Miller 
| rrr Dora Bryan 
REE 00 s0sevssencscndees cee Men 
Bert , ; . ~sseseee Vietor Maddern 
| Det. Sergeant Taylor......Percy Herbert 


| Vera McNally -++++.+-J0an Benham 
| Professor Topolski... Martin Miller 
} Peter McNally........ Christopher Toyne 

Ticket Collector......... Alfie Bass 


| Bees, POPGORS. .. vcrvceses< Molly Urquhart 
a, Si, SOS. vcceccevens Bruce Beeby 
BOWara Peres. ...2 600000. Peter Burton 





It is rare that the filming of a 
novel captures the same atmos- 
|phere of a book, unless in expert 
|hands regarding scripting. direc- 
{tion and casting. In this case it is 
;most likely the adaptors who are 
|at fault, the result being somewhat 
| Slipshod. Modest entertainment is 
| Suited to a double bill here. It is 
ja conventional tearjerker of a 
|child’s loyalty to a worthless 
| father, ending in his final con- 
| version. 

Mandy Miller, who won immedi- 
jate fame as the dumb child in 
|*‘Mandy” some years back, has an 
|emotional, frustrating role as an 
| 11-year-old niece in the temporary 
'care of her aunt and uncle. Her 
|mother is hospitalized and her 
, father is away on some mysterious 
Continental errand. 

|} The aunt never reaches first base 
with the child, her barrister hus- 
band drawing together the only 
threads of understanding between 
them. The warmhearted housemaid 
provides the simplest human con- 
tact for the lonely girl, fretting for 
| her mother and dimly aware of her 
} father’s criminal activities. He 
;}meets her secretly, exacting a 
promise she will not disclose his 
|presence-in London. ‘Thereafter, 
ithe girl is torn between lying sub- 
|terfuge and the desperate need to 
| meet her father. 

In the early stages the dialog |5 
i scrappy, and,does little to impress 
the basic facts. The barrister ac- 
cuses his wife of hating the child 
|because of their own loveless and 
|fruitless union. His brother-in-law 
|had robbed him while working in 
|his firm, but there seems no logicil 
|reason for his crookedness, excep! 
'a love of luxury, travel and a? 
|aptitude to form phoney con 
| panies. é; 

With a minimum of dialog, Mi" 
/dy arouses sympathy for the to'- 
‘lern, defiant child. Phyllis Calve!! 
subtly conveys the underlying ma 
_ice behind the aunt’s apparent solic- 
{ (Continued on page 18) 
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VENICE’S “FACELIFT ON LIDO’ 





Resort Towns’ Hardtop Theatres Give 
Cool Weather Credit For Hot B.0. 


Boston, Aug. 21. + 
Resort picture houses from . ’ " 
Maine’s coast to Massachusetts’ Disney s 2-for-1 Split 
Cape Cod are doing very well this Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
season, unaffected by the spread Two-fer-one split of Walt Dis- 


of resort niteries, rural drive-ins, 
and television sets. Indeed resort 
town theatres are doing better this 
summer than last due to a cool 
July which found the moppet set 
more inclined to move indoors. yes nay a tte 


Film houses did especially good; prior to the split the firm had 


biz in Cape Cod resort towns, On- 652,840 outstanding shares at $5 
set, Hyannis, Orleans, Province- par. 


town, Wareham. In Maine, the two 
film houses at Ogunquit, three at 


York Beach, two at Old Orchard, ° ° 
and others at Wells, Kennebunk- 0S f | S 
port reported attendance way up * 


over last season. The story was 


the same at Hampton Beach, N. - 
Revere, Nantasket and Falmout N Yy (’ () 
in Mass. ap eke Ops i 


Boston film bookers, supplying 


the conventional resort theatres, . 

say business is “sensational” at Kle Klatches 
these houses compared with recent 

past years, 

The houses are playing regular Film companies and Main Stem 
release. No special advertising or | theatre operators are seeking a 
exploitation is used. There has clarification of the N.Y. Police 
been no noticeable change in the Dept.’s_ policy relating: to Broad- 
number’ of accounts film ex-| Way ballyhoo and activities con- 
changes have on their books sea- nected with film preems. In re- 
sonally. Dent omega dy —— — 

‘redit the weather, say show- ye. SAS A Tne Camp eR 6 
“ae Coolness favored hardtop — — and its policy has 
theatres. Last year, an abnormal- rr Bue e o, evasion, uncer- 
ly hot summer, hurricanes and ora tg as ™ 
floods crimped at the resort pic- | M ~ me i =e Soe made by the 
ture houses. Metropolitan Motion Picture Thea- 





became effective yesterday (Mon.) 
with filing of certificate of amend- 
ment to incorporation articles. 
Certificates are to be issued to 
stockholders of record Aug. 17 on 





tres Assn. to meet with city au- 
thorities to obtain a modus oper- 


+ andi for Broadway premieres. I | 
Only Imports With Early | sdaition, theatre ops are eliciting | 


the support of the Broadway 


Release Tag to Get Crack | ass». 


s , . Film companies and theatremen 
At TOA Foreign Film Fair | charge that, Gotham is the only 
city in the U.S. that does not pro- 

In an effort to maintain a timely | vide full cooperation for street ac- 
interest, only imports skedded for | tivities. This is regarded as some- 
early release will be considered for | what paradoxical in light of the fact 
screening at the foreign film fair) that New York is in the midst of 
which Theatre Owners of America| a summer festival aimed at attract- 
is arranging in connection with its, ing tourists and providing events 
September convention. to interest out-of-towners as well 

TOA last week reported that 23 4S natives. In addition, it’s pointed 
films have already been made | °ut that the premieres lend the 
available for screening by its selec-| aura of glamor that is identified 
tion committee. Total of six fea-| With Broadway. Proponents of 
tures will be shown at the Museum | Main stem hoopla maintain that 
of Modern Art, N. Y., during the | the activities can be put on in a 
week preceding the convention manner that will not detract from 
which launches Sept. 20. | the area. ; 

First showing will be Sept. 12.| . From the police standpoint, the 
Films from Germany, Japan, Italy, | “i eet ach ents attract crowds, tle up 
France. England and one other raffic and deploy policemen from 

anes, Se : ‘har, | more essential duties. According 
country wit be a wep ae eg to a Police Dept. spokesman, each 
convention According to TOA, 31 | #PPlication for a Broadway event 
French and nine Italian reps al-| (Continued on page 14) 
ready have made reservations, in-4 


dicating a heavy turnout of foreign ‘LUST FOR LIFE’ TEST 


visitors who, this year, are being 


re id the gs — | IN SIX KEY ARTIES 


Walter Reade Jr., exec chairman 
of the convention and tradeshow,| Metro is booking “Lust for Life,” 


said last week the primary purpose | starring Kirk Douglas as painter 
of the fair was “to dispel any | Vincent Van Gogh, in six art 
thought of prejudice on the part of | houses as test engagements before 
the American exhibitors toward | settling a national release pattern 
foreign-made films.” for the picture 

In New York, for example, the 
premiere at the Plaza Theatre will 


Chicago Lensers Deny be a benefit for the Metropolitan 


Museum of Art, with all proceeds 
. “ going to the institution’s Student 
Spiegel Standby Claim Fellowship Program. In San Fran- 
Chicago, Aug. 21. cisco, a similar arrangement has 
Bernard Mamet, attorney for Lo- | been with the California Palace of 
cal 666 of the Chicago Camera-| Legion of Honor Museum. Other 
men’s union, affiliated with the | house dates include Chicago, At- 
IATSE, last week denied producer | lanta, Detroit and Beverly Hills 
Sam Spiegel’s claim that he was| Major part of the initial cam- 
forced by the union, which also|paign is being aimed at schools. 
has jurisdiction in Florida, to em-|In addition to providing various 
ploy standby crews while filming | educational institutions with spe- 
“End As A Man” down there. cial booklets, bulletins, and study 
Union's claim is that Spiegel con- | 8¥ides, M-G is offering, via Mc- 
tacted them early this year to or- | Graw-Hill’s 16m film department, 
der a Florida crew to lens the pic | 2 30-minute color film dealing with 
and that, therefore, a crew was|the production of “Lust for Life.” 
made available for him. Union fur-| Picture is narrated by production 
ther charges that Spiegel later de-| chief Dore Schary. Special field 
cided to bring in Hollywood cam-| Men have been hired to take the 
eramen, but that they would not | film inte schools and colleges and 
let him dismiss the Florida crew, |to supplement the film with lec- 
which was ordered in advance and | tures. 
therefore gave up other work to} Metro is also making arrange- 
be available. Attorney Mamet | ments with local exhibitors to pro- 
pointed out that standby crews are | vide discount coupons for student 
illegal under Taft-Hartley. groups. 














ney Productions’ common _ stock 
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OMLY 19 ENTRIES: 
MPEA To ABSENT 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS 


Venice, Aug. 21. 
When the 17th Venice Film Fes- | 
tival begins unspooling next Tues- | 
day (28), it will be showing a com- 
pletely revamped face to the pub- 





| 





lic, the industryites, and _ the) 
critics expected from all over the | 


world for the annual get-together 
on the lagoon. 


(the Anti-Defamation League of | 
The facelifting job they wil) | B’nai B'rith. 


find will not only be the physical | 


refreshening which the film pal- | 


5 
| il, Spiegel, whose “On the Water- 
onne oyne front” drew considerable monetary 


ace on the Lido is now undergoing 
(a new gallery box for celebs 
has been installed, among other 
things), but the much more vital 
structural and organizational one | 
which has gone right to the ak 
of things. 

In a do-or-die attempt to aia 
this granddaddy of all film events 
(the first film festival opened here 
in 1932) back to its former im- 
portance—as well as its proper 
dimension and purpose—the Ven- 
ice authorities, headed by a new 
director, Floris Luigi Ammannati, 
have thrown caution to the winds 
and come up with a large number 
of drastic innovations. 


First, they have cut the number 
of features in competition to 14— 





High Ratio 


Of Distribution Costs to Grosses 


+ After much talk and little action 
re overhauling the pattern of sell- 
ing pictures around the world, the 


Benjamin Chairs JDA film companies may be forced into 


Robert S. Benjamin, United) such a move—forced by inde- 
Artists board ch: airman, will serve pendent pr oduc ers. While assum- 
las chairman of the film industry's ing an increasingly dominant role 
'1956 drive for the Joint Defense | jn the overall 
Appeal. | the indies also are outspokenly 

JDA raises funds for the! more and more irritated with what 
American Jewish Committee and | ‘they regard as excessive charges 
| against their pictures to cover the 
costs of channeling them through 
to global exhibitors. 

In New York last week Sam 








scheme of things, 





and critical tribute, beefed openly 


to a reporter that the companies 
E t lled, Alhed are overstocked with offices and 
X 0 personnel and a streamlining job 


| is called for. “Every industry has 


economized on the selling end 
B rbed b ITOA except the picture industry,” said 
a y the film-maker, adding: “The com- 


panies are still set up as they were 





Exhibition and distribution execs | years ago when each: released 
joined in Thursday (16) as the In-| about 60 films, yet some are now 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. | selling about a third of that num- 


'of New York saluted Robert J. | ber. és 


less than half the number run at | 


Venice and other “inflated’’ fetes 


|in the past years—with the result 


that a 12-day duration is now 


possible for the Festival, and al- | 


most all screenings will be held at 


|night, thus giving each pic its 





| proper importance. 


Second, they have cut the num- 
ber of prizes—previously for prac- 
tical purposes- on a one-per-coun- 
try basis—to three: best picture, 
best actress, best actor. No “spe- 
cial awards,” no medals. In the 
light of the severe pre-selection 
principle applied this year, admis- 
sion of a pic to the Venice event 

(Continued on page 12) 


O'Donnell and Robert W. Coyne| Spiegel’s specific gripe is that 
for their spearheading of the re- | 2712 to 30% of a film’s domestic 
cent Federal tax campaign. In ad-! gross must go for distribution and 
dition to posies for the two Bobs, | in the foreign field it’s up to 40%. 
the session served as a medium for | Lopping of some of these costs 
expressions of ill feeling toward | very often would mean the differ- 
Allied States and a “well done” to ence between profit and loss, he 
the Council of Motion Picture Or-| insists. 
ganizations, which is headed by Producer wants to know why a 
Coyne. company needs up to 32 exchanges 
ITOA president Harry Brandt | offices in the United States and 
specifically pointed out that no Al-| seven or eight in Canada. He's not 
lied rep was invited to the Shera-' for sluffing off the small theatres, 
ton-Astor ‘‘victory’ celebration. | he said, but believes they could be 
Several other barbs were directed 
at this exhib organization, which 
wasn't identified by name, for its 


until poe gg By, gampaisn | ‘Bigger yee Li fe’ Sole 
ponibility, 8) CS. Entry From Majors 
"At Venice Film Fest 


Coyne, said Brandt, met an im- 
mediate rebuff from a “dissident 

“Bigger Than Life,” a 20th-Fox 
release, will be the only contender 


(Continued on page 12) 














Venice Festival Entries 


(Continued on page 18) 
from any of the major U. S. com- 


panies at the forthcoming Venice 
film festival Pic was chosen by 
the fest’s artistic selection ccrm- 
mittee. 


Venice, Aug. 21. Also to be shown at Venice but 


Pix showing at Venice's feature film fete, besides the Yank | outside of competition, ot “Bus 
entries—“Bigger Than Life” (20th), and “Attack” (Aldrich for Stop,” the Marilyn Monroe starret 


UA)—include the following: 


From Italy: ‘“Suor Letizia” (Rizzoli for Columbia), directed by 
Mario Camerini; starring Anna Magnani, Eleonora Rossi Drago, 
Antonio Ciffariello. In black and white, it’s the story of a mis- 
sionary nun (Magnani) who returns to her home town and “adopts” 
a son until she realizes she'll have to give him up. It’s Miss Mag- 
nani’s first since her Oscar-winning “Rose Tattoo.” Columbia has 
worldwide release; “Impera del Sole,”’ made by Mario Craveri and 
Enrico Gras, in color and C-Scope. A documentary feature made 
in Peru by members of the team which made the prizewinning 


“Lost Continent.’ 


From France: “Gervaise,”’ directed by Rene Clement, from 


Emile Zola’s novel “L’Assomoir”’ 


rected by Claude Autant-Lara 


From Spain: “Calle Mayor,” directed by. Juan Antonio Bardem, 


| It'll-wind the fest on closing night, 
after presentation of the awards 
With the exception of 24th, all 
other major companies ‘ave re- 
fused to make their films available 
to the Venice selection group Hol- 
lywood—as an industry—w:!l not 
| he repped at the festival for the 


panies refuse to accept the prin- 
ciple of Venice picking the pix it 
| wants. Instead, as in the past, they 
want to i their own entries 


| first time in many years. The com- 


- with Maria Schell and Francois 
Perier—a co-production with Germany; “Traversee de Paris,” di- 


‘U.S. Enters 3 Films At 


with Betsy Blair, Jose Suarez—a co-production with France which Edi b sh d y 

was held up some time when Bardem was jailed by Spain for sus- | iIndDUY an erice 
| 
| 


pected anti-governmental tendencies; ‘“Calabuigh,”” with Edmund 
Gwenn, Valentina Cortese, Franco Fabrizi; directed by Luis Garcia 


Washington, Aug 
U. S. Government is aaa 


Berlanga (who together with Bardem made the w.k. “Welcome Mr. ing in the 10th International Film 
Marshall,” which put postwar Spanish cinema on the map) Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
From Japan: “Akasen Chitai,” directed by Kenji Mizoguchi | and the Interrational Exhibition of 
(his first pic in “modern” settings); with Machico Kyo; pic re- Cinematographic Art in Venice, 
viewed in VARIETY July 25 from Tokyo Also titled “Street of Itals 
Shame” and “Red Light District’; other Jap entry is “Biruma hree 35m films have been en- 
No Tategoto,” directed by Kon Ichigawa tered in the Edinburgh festival by 
From Mexico: ‘Toro,” directed by Carlos Velos, this pic of the the l S lt form ation Agency 
bullfighting life as seen by Luis Procuna was shown privately at They are Blessings of Atomic 
Cannes, where it received strong word-of-mouth, and reviewed Energy.” depicting Japa! 
in’ VARIETY July 11. achievements in atomic research; 
From Germany: ‘‘Hauptmann von Koepenick,” based on the The Scroll,” a color film high- 
work by Carl Zuckmayer, directed by Helmut Kautner, with llighting paintings by Dong King- 


Heinz Ruhmann starred. 


man; and “Asian Artists in Crys- 


From Greece: “The Ogre of Athens,” directed by Nikos Keun- tal,” an exhibition of crystal forms 
douros. engraved from drawings by Near 

From Soviet Russia: “Immortal Garrison,” directed by A. Agra- East and Far East artists. Latter 
menko and Eduard Tisse, based on the legendary defense of the two subjects are also displayed in 
fortress of Brest-Litovsk. Venice. 

As most of these pix will be shown at night, the afternoons and Other Government motion pic- 
mornings will be dedicated to various meetings and events, and to tures have been entered by the 
two giant retrospective showings dedicated to the works of two Dept. of Commerce, Dept. of the 
directors, Carl Theodor Dreyer, the Danish vet filmmaker whose Interior, Dept. of Defense, U. 5. 
“Ordet” won the top prize at Venice in 1955, and to Charles Coast Guard, and the National 
Chaplin. Archives. 

Three new books will be prepared and issued by the Venice Festi- American delegate to the Venice 
val this year: festival is Joseph F. Beattie, Chief 

By Mario Verdone, on set and art direction in motion pictures. of Visual Aids, Veterans Adminis- 

By Antonio Petrucci, on the use of color in motion pictures. tration. Col. Willard Webb of the 


By Fiavia Paulon, on the technical evolution of pix, as seen in Library of Congress is the repre- 


films shown through the years at Venice's Festival. 





sentative at the Edinburgh festival. 





8 PICTURE GROSSES 


ARI. 


Wednesday, August 22, 1956 





[.A. Loaded With H.0.s; ‘Moby’ Mighty 


‘OKLA.’ BRISK $20,000, 
BUFF; ‘SOCIETY’ SAME 


Buffalo, Aug. 21. 





1056, ‘Likes Me’ Fancy 606, ‘Lisbon’ 
Great 566, Society Lively 246, 3d 


Los Angeles, Aug. 21. 








Only one of three new bills is | Paramount stanza. 
generating much interest among Broadway Grosses | Estimates for This Week 
Los Ange es firstruns tiis session Buffalo (Loew) 13,000; 70-$1)— 
i “High Society” ‘M-G). Smash $20,- 


but continued activity of many 
hoidovers is spurring the city to a 
good overall take, especially in 
view of impact of televised poliii- 
eal co:ventions. Best ot newcomers 


is Re public’ s dual combo of “Lis- 
“Dakota Incident,” which | 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ..... . $722,900 
(Rased on 22 theatres) 

OS i $643,300 
(‘Based on 20 theatres) 








bon” and etnies 

looks good $25,000 plus $73; | 

more via three nabes and ‘eight 6 c ? 

ozoners, roiane rou 
“Moby Dick” mild $15,000 jn 

three theatres, is getting $90,000 


additioni!l from three hardtops and 
seven ozoners. “bigger Than Lite,” 
aiso new, is slow $13,000 in three 
siies. 

“Somebody Up There Likes Me” " 
js good $13,000 in two spots, see- Biz is oke to big at all firstrun 
end week, plus $47,000 additional | situations here this stanza despite 
from two nabes and seven drive- | Democratic convention Interest via 
ins. “Traveze” jooks fine $29,000 | ltele “Pardners” 


for second round in four houses. |. . ; 
“High Society” shapes fancy $24,- | ™! total coin at the Indiana, but 
000 in third week at Pantages. | “Proud and Profane” is actually 
Estimates for This Week | bigger at Keith’s. “High Society” 
Hillstreet, El Rey, Iris (RKO- | is doing sock trade in second stanza 
FWC) (2,752: 861; 816; 80-$1.25)— | at Loew's, and may hold again. 
“Moby Dick” (WB) with 2d-run |“@ueen of Bablyon” is getting nice 
pix. Mild $15,000 or near plus | play at Circle with help 
$90,000 in 3 hardtops and 7 ozon- | Rhonda Fleming, who put in day 
Hillstveet, “Walk | here plugging the film. 


$11,000, Indpls, 


Indianapolis, Aug. 21. 





ers. Last week. | f 
Proud Land” (U) and “Raw Edge” E+timates for This Week 
(U) (2d wk), $4300. El Rey, Iris} Circle ‘Cockrii!-Dolle) (2,800; 50- | 
with Globe, “Jelinny Concho” (3d / 95) — “Queen of Babylon” (20th) 
wi Tris, Ist wk m.o. elsewhere), | aid “Abdullah’s Harem” (20th), 
$7300. | Neat $9,000. Last week, “Seven 
Los Angeles, New Fox, Ritz} Men From Now” (WB) and “Satel- 
(FWC) (2.097: 965; 1,365; 90-€1.50) | lite in Sky” (WB), $8,000. 
—“Bigeer Than Lite” (20th),! Indiana ‘(Cockrill-Dolie) (3.200: 
“Shadow of Fear” (UA). Slow $13.- | '75-¢1) “Pardners” (Par). Nice 


000. Last week, “Queen Babyton” | £13,000. Last week, “King and 1” 
(20th) “Forbidden Cargo” (Undie) | (20ih) (5th wk), $8,000. 
Come WE), GUE TOD, Keith's (Cockriil-Dolle) (1,300; 
Warner Downtown, Wiltern, Ha- | 75-%1)—"Proud and Profane” (Par) 
wad (SW-G&S) (1,757; 2. 244; 1,106: |Simash $31.000. Last week, “Moby 
80-£1.50)—"“Lisbon” = (Rep) and | Dick” (WB) (4th wk), $6,000. , 
“Dakota Incident” Rep). Good! Loew's (Loew) (2.427: 73-95) — 
$23,000 or near, Last week, Down- | «Jig Society” «M-G) (24 wk). 
Lown While Cnty Sie . (RRO) | Sock $10,000 after $18,500 opener, 
and “Flying Leathernech: (RKO) ; 
‘reissue) (2d wk), thin $3,900. Wil- | 


in other unit. 
(FWC) (2.296: $)- | 


tern, Hawaii 


Fox Wilshire 


PROFANE LUSTY 116, 


S140) “Ambassador's D> ughter” Of wren ’ 

: rote] ORARAs ‘LIKES ME’ 4G 
iT A) (Sd wk) big $7,500. Last | {rs rhe ’ LHskS it 
Week, $10.300. | oO l 4 | 

a ees —— mana, Aug. 21. 
State, Vogue (UATC-FWC) (2.-} i « ' , 
404: $85; 80-81.25)—"‘Somebody Un coolish weekend will help 
There Likes Me” (M-G). with 2d (otsl biz at downtown firstruns 
yun pix (2d wk). Good $13,000 or ; herve this week. “Proud and Pro- 

Continued on page 18) fane” at the Orpheum tops the 
hew entries, being rated big. 


“Earth \ Fiving Saucers” opened 
Ww eak- 


*“Pardners” 


‘Duchin’ Wow $22.06), Firion Saneee 
sirong at the Erandeis but 
St. Loo; ‘Paruners 18G ened, The hold 


overs 


4 ; at the Omaha and “Somebody Up 

St. Louis, Aug. 21. There L’kes Me” at State. are sti:l 

“Eddy Duchin Story” is easily |} ok vy bet will be pulled after their 

holding the boxoffice spotlight second sianzas, 

this frame with biz boosied over Estimates for This Week 

weekend currently by intermittent! Brandeis (RKO) (1,000; 75-$1)— 

rain and a sharp drop in tempera-| “bern Vs. Fiving Saucers” ‘Col) 

tui “Fiving Sauces looks fine} 42d “Werewolt” (Col). Fair $4- 

and “Proud and Prosone hpes | UGU Lest week, “Eddy Duchin 
lusiv at the St. Lou's. in second |) S:o'y” ‘Cold (4th wk), $3,500 

week Omabka (Tristates) (2.000: 75-81) 

Estimates for This Week “Parcgners” (Par) (2d wk), Fall- 


Ambassacor (Indic 1.400: $).99- |S bo $6,000 aiter $12,500 debut. 


-) £1) 662 mars we = Iarld’’ Or;,.! eu: (Trists 3) «2200- 75. : ‘ mage 
‘indie’ ath neeine $19,000 90)— stain aha Profane” (Par) Sone 32 ae. har y ween, a ane 
s a se ee: aha = ' seedy Coronet ‘United California) 
Lo«t we k. £24.000. rime £11,600 or close. Last week. oR). . ) Rn) . «”? 
Fox (F&M) (5.090: 51-75 “Walk “Moby Dick” 'WB) (2d k) $6. (1.250; $1.10-$2.75)—“‘Oklahoma 
ee ee Gee oe ae ee ee ee a) Ne WK!', 99." (Magna) (26th wk) ~ Sturdy $17,- 
Peovd Lane” (U) and “ixett es In 200 with $1 top 000. Last week, $17,400. 
Ozart . (U). Open e d tod iy State (Goldberg) (860: 75-$1)— Rio (Schwarz) (397: $1)—‘‘Naked | 
Puc S. Li st week. Pardner “Some body Up There Likes Me”. Heart” (Indie). Okay $1,200. Last | 
(Par and ( hence bee Uin (jn- i-G) (2d wk). Good $4,060. Last week, “Appointment In London” 
é'e), lusty $18,000 tor Martin-Lewis , weck, $7,000. (Indie), $1,700. 
‘ ie 
Loew's ‘Lo 3.22) 90-85 
“Duch'n Siory” (Col. Sock $22.- * C ill B 
OOO. Least week, “Johnny Concho” t+ ; Ig ' al l] O00: 
ere HCY SUH DIg; 
Missouri (F&M) (2.500; 51-75) 
aners” ar) and Chance AY as 0 
ie age ah Ot ciety’ Secko 166, ‘Boats’ 96, 2d 
ViGndGnN () Lasi i a S$ J 
sucre™ (20th) and “Mohawk” (20th), 
$6 G00 | Cincinnati, Aug. 21. Capitel ‘Ohio Cinema Corp.) 
Orpheum (Locw) 914; 50-85) \nothe r round of healthy gros- | (1.376; $1.20-§2.65\—“Seven Won- 
ey ving Saucers” (Col) and “Were- Sers 1s holding sway this week at) ders” (ndie) (11th wk). Might go 
* (Col). Fine 613.000. Last Gewniown houses. “Pardners” a bit higher than last week's $5,- 
\ cl “River Picatcs’ ~BV)Y and shapes okay at the big Albee. The 500, record for run. 
“\tan In Space” (BV), $4,000. other new bul, “Phese Wilder Grand (RKO) (1.400; 84-$1.50)— 
ageart (St. L. Amus.) +1.000; seats, _ hes the Palace almost at “High Society” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
50-90)—""Moriv” (UA) and “Sum. par siride. Lead is being retained Great $16.000 on heels of $35,500 | 
mertime” (UA). Good  &3.000. by “Ilich Society” in second week bow which set an alltime high 
Last week. “My Seven Little Sins” uiler its” record-breaking opening here. Holds for run. 
tindie), $2,000. at the Grand. “Away All Boats” Keith’s (Shor) (1.500; 75-$1,25)— 
. . continues smooth sailing at Keith’s.; “Away All Boats” (U) (2d wk): 


Richmond (St. 1. 
$1.10:—""The Bad” 
$3.000. Last week, 


Amus.) (400-° ; 
(Indie). Tall 
“Proud = and 


ilso in second, 


World” hovers close to run’s toy 


be \ gross, set last week i rame 
Berutiful” (indie), $1,500. | Detishates for This Week sai 
St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4.000; Albee (RKO) (2.100; 85-$1.25)— | 
§1-75)—"Proud and Profane” (Par) | “Pardners” (Par), Okay $11,000. 


‘2d wk) Lotty 11,000 following 
17,500 opening frame. 


Last week, *‘ fey and 1” (20th) ¢5tl 


i Wk-6 days), 


is boxoffice leader | 


trom | 


“Seven Wonders of 


“High Seciety”’ is rated smash 
/ this round at the Buffalo but real 
attention is being centered on 
preem of “Oklahoma” which looms 
big at the Century. Some feel it 
was not up to hopes in view of 
scale and capacity. “Proud and 
Profane” shapes potent in second 


* (UA) 
(UA), 


000. Last week, “B'ack Sleep 
and “Creeping Unknown” 
$13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.000; 50-80) — 
“Proud and Profane” ‘Par) and 
“Strange Adventure” ‘Indie) (2d; 





wk). Big $12,000. List week, $17,- | ¢ 
| 000. 
Center (Par) (2,000; 50-$1}— 


‘WB) (Sd wk). Stal- 


| “Moby Dick” 
week, $13,000. 


he * $10,000. Last 


| Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 50-95)— 
“Duchin Story” (Col) and “Mag- 
nificent Roughnecks” ‘tAA) (4th 


oe Good $9,500. Last week, $12,- 





a: (Buhawk) (2,000; $1.25- 
| 60) “Oblahoma” (Magna). Big | 
' $20,000. Last week, house closed | 
to prep for “Oklahoma.” 

Teck (Cinema Products) (1,200; 


$1.20-$2.40) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
(Indie) (29th wk). Sturdy $15,000. 
| Last week, same. | 





“Duchin Sock 186, | 


- Frisco; ‘Okla.’ 176: 


San Francisco, Aug. 

GOP conv ention here in he 
week is giving only a minor 
the recent fast 
“Eddy Duchin Story” 
out with a mighty 
Francis. “High Society 
smash in second Warfield 
“First Traveling Saleslady” 
good at Golden Gat 

Estimates for This Weck 


tinuing pace. 


stanza. 


Goiden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 80- 
$l)—"First Traveling Saleslady” 
(RKO) and “Tinunderstorm” (AA). 
Good $12,000. Last week, “Walk 
Proud Land” (U) and “Raw Edge” 
U), $12.000. 

Fox (F WC) (4.651: $1.25-$1.50)— 
“King and 1” (20th) (8th wk). Big 
$12.500. Last week, $14.000. 


Warfield ‘Loevyw) (2.656; 65-90)— 
“Hivh Society” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Sinash $22,000. Last week, $35,- 
O00, 

Paramount (Par) ‘2.646; 90-$1)— 


“Proud and Profane” ‘Par) (2d wk). 
Okay £10,000. Last week, $17,000. 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) 


-‘Duchin Sitorv’” ‘Col. Wham | 
$18.000. Last week. “Moby Dick” 


(WB) (5th wk). $10,000. 

Orpheum ‘Cinerama Theatre 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—"Cine- 
rama Holiday” (Indic) (55th 
Fancy $18,500. Last week, $19,800. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
70-81)—"Johnny Concho” (UA) and 
“Kiss Before Dying’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Oke $8.700. Last week, $14,500. 

Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; $1l)— 
“Madame Butterfly” (IFE). Fine 
$5,300. Last week, “The Last Ten 
Davs” (Indie) (4th wk), $1,900. 

Clay ‘Rosener) (400; $1)—‘‘Ador- 
able Creatures” (Indie) (7th wk). 
Big $2,700. Last week, $3,100. 

Bridge ‘Schwarz) (396; $1-$1.25) 

-‘Ladvkillers’” ‘Cont) (9th wk). 


Good $9,000 after last week's $12,- 
» 500. 

“These Wilder Years” (M-G), 
ish $9.500. Last week, 
(WB) (4th wk). 4 days, and 
1 Crockett and River Pirates” (BV), 


8,500 at 84-$1.50 scale. i days, $8,500, 


‘Society’ Det. Ace, $25,000: ‘Wonders’ 
Wham 346, ‘Duchin’ 206, Boats’ 126 





+ Detroit, Aug. 21. 
| Because the Democratic Nationa) 
;convention didn’t greatly afte ; 
Ee giosses in those downtowners do. 
ing biz here, about the same type 
ot good session is ex <pected while 
ihe Republicans are in session thj« 
stanza. “Seven Wonders of World” 
‘shapes wow in second week first 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,842,200 
(Based on 2) cities and 217 
theatres, c* ‘efly first runs, ii- 





cluding N. Y.) full stanza, at Music Hall. “Eddy 
Total Gross Same Week Duchin Story” stays great in See- 
ond stanza at the Madison. “Black 


793,200 
210 


Bae BOR osc s OE 
(Based on 22 cities and 
theatres. ) 


Sleep” looks alive at the Broadway 
Capitol, “High Society” is hitting 
the heights at the Adams. 











| standout showing will be turned in 


uplift | 
to local firstrun biz which is con- |“ 
looks stand- | week, $18,000. 
session at St. } 
still is! 


is rated 


wk). | 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 84-$1.25)—~ 


Fair- 
“Moby Dick” | 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (‘Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
ar rs er eax _‘Fox-D and I” (20th) (7th 
WK) = Good $13,500. Last week, 
$15,500. 
. } 
16,000, Phill 
gVUVs ‘ y 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
$i-$1.25)—“Moby Dick” (WB) (4th 
i Vv k , 

| $17,000. 


Oke $14,000. Last week, 

Philadelphia, Aug. 21. | Palms (UD) (2. 961; $1-$1.25) — 

Nosedive at boxoffice here this | Away All Boats” (U) and “Star in 
session is being blamed on telecast | et (U) (2d wk). Good $12,000. 


S the ——— —— conven- | Last week, $19,000. 

itions, hot weather and August | Madis ‘ 
a on (UD) (1,900; $1-$1.25)- 
vacations. But dearth of new |«puchin Story” (Col) (2d Wk). Hot 
|product probably can be blamed ' $20,000. Last week, $27,000. 
equally as much ior leisurely pace. | 3 a . - 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” | Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500: 


$1-$1.25)—“Biack Sleep” (UA) and 

“Creeping Unknown” (UA). Strong 
| $18,000. Last week, “7 Men from 
Now” (WB) and “Way Out” (RKO), 
$14, 000. 


is getting the biggest coin total of 
new pix, with a nice stanza at the | 
Stanley. “Run For Sun” is rated | 
good at Viking. Probably the} 


y “Pardners,” with a tall total at | ' United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- 
bh Goldman. $2.75)— “Oklahoma” (Maena) (27th 
Estimates for This Week 1wk). Nice $11,000. Last week, 


$12,600. 


Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.40)— n 

‘Bhowani Junction” (M-G) ‘7th! Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1-$1.25) 

'wk) Oke $4,500. Last week, —‘“High Society” (M-G). Terrific 

$5.500. $25,000. Last week, “These Wilder 
Years” (M-G), (2d wk)., $7.500. 


Boyd. ‘SW) (1,430; $1.25-$2.60)— 
Seven Wonders ot World” (Indie) 
(17th wk). Steady $17,000. Last 


Music Hal] (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65) — “Seven 
Wonders” (Indie) (2d wk). Wo 
$34.000. Last week, $26,000 in 4 


Fox (20th) (2.250; 75-$1.45) — “" 

“King and I” (20th) (6th wk). Big or — . 
$18,000. Last week, $21,000. i. Krim (Krim) (1.000; $1.25) — 

Goldman ‘Goldman) (1,250: 65- » we 4 —" (4th — 
$1.35) — “Pardners” (Par). Stout ke _ $3, 96 i @-day week. La 
$16,000. Last week, “Away All “eK, $6,200. 

Boats” (U) (4th wk), $10.500. ‘ > _.. 

Green Hill (Serena) (756: 75- Moby Mighty $21,600, 
$1.25) (Closed Sundavs)—‘Kid for ‘ : 

Two Farthings” (Indie) ‘3d wk) T a K Phane 106 
} Fair $3.500. Last week, $4,500. oronto; etiies ’ 

Mastbaum (SW). (4,370: 90-$1.49) Pi ? R a 206 
—"Walk Proud Land” ‘U). Sad irates OuSsInG 
$9,000. Last week, “Satellite in Toronto. Aug. 21. 
Sky” (WB) and “Spell of Hypno-|  «\foby Dick” is off to «x wham 
tist” Undie), $10,000. start this round, with “Keitles in 

Randolph (Goldman) (2.250: 99- the Ozarks” also okay. “King and 
$1.49)—"“Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) [” is still topping the city on its 
(Sth wk). Good $10,000. Last week, third stanza, with a terrific take 
$12,000. Double-bill Canadian preem of 

Stanley (SW) (2.900: 99-$1.49)— “Davy Crockett” and “River Pi- 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” | Yates” plus his “Man in Space” 
(M-G). Fine $21,000. Last week, shapes big in five houses. Fourth 
\“Moby Dick” (WB) (6th. wk), round of “Eddy Duchin Story” is 
$10,000. holding hefty. “Somebody Up 

Stanton (SW) ‘1,483; 99-$1.49)— | There Likes Me” also is hep- in 
“Proud and Profane” (Par) ‘7th | S¢cond stanza. 
wk). So-so $7.000. Last week, Estimates for This Week 
' $8,000. Carlton, Fairlawn Rank) (2.318; 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 99-$1.80)— 1.165; 60-$1) — “Duchin Story” 
“Trapeze” (UA) (8th wk). Okay |‘Col) (4th wk), Hot $14,000. Last 
$7.500. Last week, $10,500. week, $20,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.49)— Christie, Colony, Danforth, 
“Run for Sun” (UA). Good $12.- Humber, Paradise (Rank) (877; 
000. Last week, ‘High Noon” (UA) g3g- 1,330: 1,203; 643: 60-$1) 
and “Moon is Blue” (UA) (reissues) “Davy Crockett River Pirates” 
2d wk) $8,000. (BV) and “Man in Space” (BV). 


World ‘Pathe) (499: 99-$1.49) 
“Madam Butterfly” (IFE) (5th wk), 
Nice $3.500. Last week, $4.000. 


Big $20,000 or 
Circle, Towne tTaylor) (750; 693: 
60-S1)—“‘Cast a Dark Shadow" 


close. 





———- ee ‘(IFD) (2d wk). Neat $5,000. Last 
week, $6,000, 
Duchin’ Dandy $17,000 Yowntown, Glerdale, Scarboro, 
L d p Pri State, Westwood (Teavyior) (1,054; 
° 995; 694; 696; 994; 40-75)—‘“Raw 
ea $in oy risom Edge” (U) and “Behind High 
Wall” (U). Okay $13.500. Last 
Stout 116, Paces 66 week, “Godzilla” (Indie) and “Man- 
Providence, Aug. 21. fish” (UA), $15,500. — 
‘. State is i Dil tain Eglinton, University (‘FP) (‘1- 
Loew's State is topping the town 99-1 556; 60-$1)—‘‘Fantasia” (BV} 
with “Eddy Duchin Story,” land- (reissue). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
ing a torrid session. Also on the: “Setellite in the Sky” (WB), 
s ‘ ; . ery $7.000 
l ‘ O Albee’s “Girl Ini °*: . 
el — re ih sage ae Hyland (Rank) (1.357; 75-$1)— 
Prison Majestic is barely good “Intermezzo” (Indie) and “Pore 
with “23 Paces to Baker Street.” trait of Jenny” (Indie) (reissues 
Light $7,000. Last week, “All for 
Estimates for This Week Mary” (Rank) (4th wk), $4,090. 
Albee (RKO) (2.200; 50-85)— Imperial (FP) (3.344; 60-$1.10)— 
“Girls In Prison” (Indie) and “Hot “Moby Dick” (WB). Great $21. 
Rod Girl” (Indie). Surprising $11.- 000. Last week, “Safari” (Col), 
000. Last week, “Away All Boats” | $13,000. 
,(U) and “Jail Busters” (AA (2d wk), International (Taylor) (557 $1) 
‘nice $6,000. —‘Escapade”’ (IFD) (2d wk). "Fine 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 50-85)— $5.000. Last week, $4,500. 


Loew's (Loew) (2,098; 60-$1)— 


“2 Paces to Baker Street” (20th). |... é . ‘ 
‘Somebody Up There Likes M«é 


Expecting fairly good $6,000 in 5 


days. Last week, “King and 1° (M-G) (2d wk). Sturdy $12,000. 
(20th) (2d wk-9 days), nifty $11,000. | Last week, $16,000. 
| State (Loew) (3.200; 65-90)— | fe CF. (Sa;  S0-§))— 
“Eddy Duchin Story” ‘Col). Hot |rinr Soe eOG, {eee ene eT ON 
| $17,000. Last week, “Fastest Gun | ae a ae at Dai =) = 
| Alive” (M-G) and “Killer Is Loose” | « ” ng ‘Ia 
Okiahoma” {Magna)* (17th wk! 


(UA), $11,500, 
Strand (Silverman) (2.200: 50-85) | 


‘Fine $11,000. Last week, $12,000. 
Uptown (Loew) (2.745: 60-5 





“Davy |—“Proud and Profane” (Par) (2d) “Kettles in Ozarks” (U). Good 
‘wk). Slow $5,000. First week. ' $10,000. Last week, “Away Ail 
| $9,000. j Boats” (U0) (2d wk), $6,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Dems, H.0.s Hamper Chi: Feeling’ 
Nifty $38,000, ‘Land’ Great $20,000; 


Boats’ Sock 36 


Chicago, Aug. 21. + 


Firstruns are doing better than | 
expected this frame, in view of | 
scarcity of new entries, and fact | 
that the Demo convention last, 
week hurt somewhat. 

“That Certain Feeling” is head- | 


G, Saucers 196, 2d 





Balto Blah; ‘Profane’ 
7G, ‘Boats’ Good 41,G 


Baltimore, Aug. 21. 
Too many holdovers and a humid 


ed tor a nifty $38,000 first week at | weekend means unexciting grosses 


the Chicago. Combo of “Walk The 
Proud Land” and “Raw 


looks mighty $20,000 in same week | Century. 


at Grand. 

“Away All Boats” shapes great 
in second State-Lake round. 
“Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” and) 
‘Werewolf’ continues big in sec- 
ond Roosevelt stanza. “Glory” | 
and “Postmark for Danger” shapes 
okay im second Monroe round. 


“Riff” is great in the third 
Ziegleld week. “Ambassador's | 


Daughter” continues to do big in | 


fourth week at Esquire. “Eddy | 
Duchin Story” is still lively in 
seventh at the Woods. “King and 
i’ continues solid in eighth Ori- 
ental round, “The Ladykillers” is | 
still potent in eighth at the Surf. 
“Trapeze” is winding up nicely | 
in 10th week at the United Artists. | 
“Oklahoma” is sturdy in 34th 
frame at the MeVickers. “Cine- 
rama Holiday” still has punch in 
62d week at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carnegie (Telem’t) (480; 95)— 
“Lovers and Lollipops” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Neat $5,200. Last week, 
$6,500. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—'Certain Feeling” (Par). Good 
$38,000. Last week, “Moby Dick”’ 


(WB) (5th wk), $21,000. 
Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,400; 
$1.25) — “Ambassador’s Daughter” 


(UA) (4th wk). 
week, $12,000. 
Grand (Indie) 
“Walk Proud 


Sock $11,000. Last 


(1,200; 98-$1.25) 
Land” (U) and 

Raw Edge” (U) Terrif $20,000 
Last week, “Francis in Haunted 
House’ (U) and “Star in Dust” (U) 
2d wk), $7,000. 

Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25)— 
“Fantasia” (BY) (reissue) (4th wk) 
Nice $11,000. Last week, same. 

MecVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
—“Oklahoma” (Magna) (34th 

Staunch $23,500. Last week, 
7.000 

Monroe (indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 
Glory” (RKO) and “Postmark for 
Danger” (RKO) (2d wk). Good 
$4,500 Last week, $6,500. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25 

King and 1” (20th) (8th wk). 
Heftv $29,500. Last week, $31,000 

Palace (Indie) (1,484; $1.25- 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Wonders’ Lofty $27,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Years’ Fair 4G, 
‘Society’ Sock 126, 2d 


Minneapolis, Aug, 21. | 
Holdovers predominate here | 
again and for second successive 
stanza the Loop has only two new- 
comers. They're “Santiago” and | 
“These Wilder Years.” Latter 
looks stout at Gopher. Sixth week 
ot “King and I” is smash. A stand- 
out is the third week of “Seven 
Wonders of World.” Second ses- 
Sion for “High Society” shapes 
great at State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75- 
$2.65)—"“Seven Wonders of World” 
(Indie) (3d wk). This new ‘“Cine- 
rama” offering hitting great gait. 
fall $27,000. Last week, $28,000. | 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Wilder Years” (M-G). Fair $4.,- | 
0100. or over. Last week, “Some- 
body Up There Likes Me”* (M-G) 
id wk), $3,200. 
Lyric (Par) 


$3 
Wk) 
¢? 








(1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Pardners” (Par) (3d wk). Satis- 
factory $4,000. Last week, $5,500. 
Radio City (Par) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Proud and Profane” (Par) (2d 
wi Tapering off after healthy first 
ek. Lean $5,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, $10,000. 
_ RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; | 
‘o-$1) — “Santagio” (WB). Good 
$8,000. Last week, “Earth Vs. Fly- 


ing Saucers” (Col) and “Werewolf” ;“Duchin Story” 


'Col) (2d wk-4 days) split with 


“Storm Over Nile” (Col) and “Se- | 


‘ret of Treasure Island” (Col), 3 
Cavs, $4,500. 

_ KO Pan (RKO) (1,650; 75-$1)— 
Duchin “Story” (Col) (5th wk). 
Finishing long, highly profitable 
run. Smash $5,000. Last week, 
$6,000. 

_ State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1)—“High 
Society” (M-G) (2d wk), 


Edge” | “Proud And Profane” is okay at 


| “Away 
| Good 


| “Eddy 
istrong as extended holdover. Very 


Great | 


here this week. Second week of 


“Somebody Up There 
Likes Me” looms moderate in a 
second week at the Town. “Away 
All Boats” shapes good in third 


Maytair week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,000; 50- 
$1.25) “Proud And _ Profane” 
(Par) (2d wk), Oke $7,000 after 
| $13,500 in opener. 
(460; 


Cinema _ (Schwaber) 50- 
$1.25)—“Seven Little Sins” (Indie) 
(3d wk). Slim $2,000 following $2,- 


/500 in second. 


Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; 
$1.25-$2.50)—“Oklahoma” (Magna) 
(25th wk). Okay $8,000 after $8,- 


Five West 


/ 500 in 24th. 


(Schwaber) (460; 50- 


$1.25)—Rififi’” (UMPO) (3d wk). 
Potent $3,500 after $4,000 last 
week, 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
| 25-$1.25)—“High Society’ (M-G). 
Opens today  (Tues.). Fourth 


round of “Duchin Story” (Col) slim 
$6,000 after $8,500 for third. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-$1)— 

All Boats” (U) (3d wk). 
$4.500 following $6,500 in 
second, 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600; 50- 
$1.25\—“King And I” (20th) (6th 
wk). Staunch $8,000 after $10,000 
in fifth. 

Piayhouse (Schwaber) (410; 
$1.25)—-“Simon And Laura” 
die’. Brisk $4,500. Last 
“Lovers And _ Lollipops” 
(4th wk), $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) 
“Pardners” (Par) 
pointing $7,000 
opener. 

Town (Rappaport) 
—‘While City 
Starts tomorrow 
week of 
Likes Me” 


50- 
(In- 
week, 
(Indie) 


(3,200: 
(2d wk). 
after 


30-$1)— 
Disap- 
$10,000 


(1,400; 
Sleeps” 


50-$1) 
(RKO). 
(Wed.). Second 
“Somebody Up There 
(M-G), okay $7,000. 


Boats Boft 206 





K.C; Society’ 136 


Kansas City, Aug. 21. 


Town has bevy of heavy prod- 
juct, most of them holdovers and 
many doing well. Smash new- 


comer is “Away All Boats” playing 


four Fox Midwest houses, with 
| best showing at these spots in 
weeks. “High Society” in second 


week at the Midland is exception- 


ally strong, while ‘“‘Pardners” at 
the Paramount second week is 
showing unexpected strength. 


Duchin Story” continues 


hot weather is rated a help to the 


| boxoffice. 


Estimates for This Week 
, Glen (Dickinson) (700; 75-$1)— 
“Gangbusters” (Indie) and ‘‘Wire- 
tappers” (Indie). Light $1,000. 
Last week, house teamed with 
Dickinson, Leawood and Shawnee 


|drive-ins with “Hold Back Night” 
|} (AA) 
| theatres hearty $13,000. 


and “Jamie Dawn” (AA), 4 


Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 75-$1)— 


“Man Who Loved Redheads” (In- 
die) (4th wk). Okay $1,000. Last 
week, $1,500. 

Midland (Loew) (3,500; ~75-$1)— 
“High Society” (M-G) (2d wk). 
|Giant $13,000; goes a third. Last 


week, $20,000, best this year. 

Missouri (SW) (1,194; $1.20-$2)— 
“This Is Cinerama” (Indie) (10th 
wk). Holds at big $18,000. Last 
week, $20,000. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
75-$1)—“‘Pardners” (Par) (2d wk). 
Nice $7,500. Last week, .$12,000, 
j}above expectations. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 75-$1)— 
(Col) (4th wk). 
| Nifty $6,000. Last week, $7,500. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 65-85)—‘Away § All 
Boats” (U) and “Buffalo Bill” (In- 
| die) (reissue) added at Tower and 
,Granada. Great $20,000; may hold. 
| Last week, “King and I” (20th) 
| fiith week in Uptown, first week in 
/ others, $15,500 at $1.25 top. 
Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 


$12,000. Last week, $18.000. .“Fan-Fan the Tulip” (Indie) (re- 
_Wortd (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25\— ‘issue’. So-so $1,000. Last week. 
Ning and I” (20th) (6th wk).,‘Adorable Creatures” (Indie) (2d 


Smash $6.000. Last week, $7,000. 


iwk), $1,000. 


‘Duchin’ Smocth $13,000, 


Seattle, Aug. 21. 

“High Society” shapes socko this 
session here at Music Hall as 
“Eddy Duchin Story” also looms 
lively at Fitth Avenue. “Proud and 
| Protane”’ still looks great in sec- 
'ond Coliseum round. With Para- 
|}mount dark until it is ready to 
| bring in “Cinerama,” town’s seat- 
jing capacity among firstruns is re- 
‘duced by 3,000 seats. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90- 
| $1.25)—“‘Away All Boats” (U) and 
“Star in Dust” (U) (m.o.). Hot re- 
| lease from Orpheum. Good $4,000. 
| Last week, “3 for Jamie Dawn” 
)(AA) and “Naked Hills” (AA), 
| $2,200. 
| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870; 90- 
| $1.25)—"Proud and Profane” (Par) 
and “Kiss Before Dying” (UA) (2d 
wk). Great $9,000, Last week, 
$12,200. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.25' — “Duchin Story” (Col) 
and “He Laughed Last” (Col). 
Smash $13,000 or near. Last week, 
“King and I” (20th) (7th wk-6 
| days), $7,200 at $1.50 top. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
| $1.25)—““Moby Dick” (WB) (m.o.). 
' Fourth week downtown. Hefty 
| $4,500. Last week, “Tempest in 
| Flesh” (Indie), $4,800 in 10 days. 
| Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 
| $1.25) — “High Society” (M-G). 
Socko $15,000. Last week, ‘‘Moby 
| Dick” (WB) (3d wk), $7,600. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 90- 
$1.25)—“Sattelite in Sky” (WB) 
“7 Men From Now” (WB). Fair 
|$7,000 or less. Last week, ““Away 
_All Boats” (U) (2d wk), $6,800, 


Society Smash 


$15,000, L’ville 


Louisville, Aug. 21. 
“High Society” at State is the 
| big noise here this week. This one 
'shapes smash and is way in front 
on actual coin. Political show 
Chi had localites glued to their 
radio and tele sets, particularly 
iduring the night sessions, but 
didn’t hurt film houses much 
“Away All Boats” doing nicely on 
holdover at the Rialto. ‘Francis in 
Haunted House” and “Leather 
| Saint” shapes hefty at the Ken- 
tucky. “Naked Hiils” and “Scream- 
ing Eagles” shapes fairly good at 
the Mary Anderson. Brown 
|opened today (Tues.) with “Okla- 
| homa.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 65-85) 
—*Francis in Haunted House” (U) 
and ‘“‘Leather Saint” (Par). Bumper 
weekend biz helping to slick $8,- 
000. Last week, “Pardners” (Par) 
1(3d wk), okay $5,500. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 




















| 65-85)—“‘Naked Hills” (AA) and 
“Screaming Eagles” (AA). Hefty | 
$5,500. Last week, “Satellite in | 


| Sky” (WB) and “Stranger At Door” | 


(Rep), same. 


| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
| 50-85)—“‘Away All Boats” (U) (2d 
lwk). Nice $9,000. First week, 
| $14,000. 


State (United Artists) (3,000; 75- 
$1)\—"‘High Society” (M-G). Smash 
$15,000. Last week, “Fastest Gun 
Alive” (M-G) and “Nightmare” 
(M-G), $12,000, over hopes. 


i ‘Duchin’ Terrif $25,000, 


Hub; ‘Bus Stop’ Robust 
21G, ‘Hot Rod’ Big 296 


Boston, Aug. 21. 
Piz took a sudden upturn at 
| wickets this frame, with good re- 
jturns all around, and exhibs, were 
| happier. Big pix are getting the-ex- 
| pected sock money. New type ex- 
| ploitation can hypo grosses too as 
}evidenced by the disk jock satura- 
| tion campaign for “Hot Rod Girls” 
jand “Girls In Prison,” combo 
| Paramount and Fenway, with torrid 
|take likely. “Eddy Duchin Story” 
| is smash at the Astor. “Bus Stop” 





|shapes solid at the Memorial. 
|“*High Society” is wow in second 
|}round at State and Orpheum. 


(Continued on page 18) 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
include the U S. amusement 
tax. 





Seattle; ‘Society’ 15¢ 


in | 


re- | 


at | 





Some new, strong bills and the 


‘arrival of much cooler weather 
|starting Monday (20) are giving 


Broadway deluxers a 
arm currently. Main stem is load- 
|ed with holdovers and extended- 
runs but several of them are still 
;doing great. And rainy weather, 
such as yesterday (Tues.) is cheer- 
ful exhib news, 

Standout in the present session, 
of course, is the stageshow headed 
by Frank Sinatra at the Para- 
mount, where “Johnny Concho,” 
Sinatra’s first indie film produc- 
tion in which he is starred, is the 
screen vehicle. Sinatra with the 
Dorseys’ orch and Joey Bishop are 
boosting the pic to a mighty $149.- 
000 or the biggest non-holiday week 
ever at the Par flagship. Only the 
Martin-Lewis stage appearance in 
a July 4 holiday session will top 
it. Showing was made despite fact 
that Sinatra missed the first three 
shows Sunday because of laryn- 
gitis. Sammy Davis, Jr., pinch-hit 
| the first show; Alan Dale and Red 
| Skelton subbed for the second: and 
| Steve Allen and Julius La Rosa for 
ithe third. 

“Away All 
}a wham $39,000 opening round at 
ithe State, for biggest initial week 
| there this year. “These 
| Years” 


jab in the 








at the Palace. 


holding in amazing fashion, 


at the Music Hall likely to hit a 








| wk). 


| 
} 


| record. 


Boats” is soaring to} 

Ft | $200,325, and “Rose Marie” 
| $198,930. 
Wilder | 
is boosting the vaude lay-| 
out at the Palace to a big $23,000 | 


“High Society” with stageshow is | 
with | 
second session ending today (Wed.) | 


; was $6,500. 


terrific $194,000 or only about: 
54,590 below opening week. Film 
naturally continues. “Autumn 
| Leaves” is holding with a great 


| $23,000 in third Astor frame, 


“King and 1” with stage bill, 
;While feeling fresin competition, 


still is plenty big with $73,009 for | 


eighth stanza at the Roxy. It stays, 
with “Bus Stop” now slated to open 
ithere Aug. 31 “Moby Dick” held 


j}at sturdy $24,000 in seventh round 
at Criterion and big $9,500 in same 


'week at Sutton. 

“Bigger Than Life” looks like 
Okay $12,000 in third Victoria 
| week, with “Burning Hills” oven- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs Standout 
lopening of week, however, is 
|preem of “War and Peace” at Cap- 
itol, where regular run starts to- 
day (Wed.). “Pardners”, held 
with good $14,000 in fourth stanza 
at Mayfair. “Fastest Gun Alive” 
shapes big $9,000 in sixth Globe 


round. 

| “Seven Wonders of World” held 
lwith great $48.900 in 18th session 
;at the Warner. “Oklahoma” is 
neading tor 2ood $21.500 or over in 
45th stanza at the Tivoli. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“Autumn Leaves” (Col) (4th wk). 
Third stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) was rousing $23,000 or 
close. Second was $30,000. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; 
$1.80)—“Secrets of Reef” (Indie) 
(5th wk) Fourth round ended 
| Monday (20) held with great $7,- 
800. Third week was $8,000. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
—‘‘War and Peace” (Par) 
last night (Tues.) with special 
preem. In ahead, “‘Trapeze’” (UA) 
(llth wk),: fair $12,500 after $13,- 
500 for 10th week, but 
nice run. Regular run of “Peace” 
opens today (Wed.). 
| Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 75-$2.30) 
|—“Moby Dick” (WB) (8th 
Seventh frame ended lasi 
(Tues.) was sturdy $24,000 or close. 
Sixth was $26,000. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘Rififi’” (UMPO) (12th wk). 
llth stanza concluded last night 
(Tues.) was lofty $10,700. The 10th 
was $11,200. 


$1.25- 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 
—‘“‘Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G) (6th 
| wk). Current session ending to- 
day (Wed.) locks to hold with big 
$9,000 Fifth was $9,800 
| Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75) 
“Private’s Progress” (DCA) (5th 
wk). Fourth round finished Mon- 


| day (20) was sockeroo $15,500 after 
|! $16,000 in third week. Stays on 
| indef. at this gait. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 
$1.80)—“Pardners” (Par) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza ended last night 


$15,000. 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80)—“Story of Pasteur” (Indie) 
(reissue) (2d wk). First session 
finished Monday (20) was fairly 
good $6,500. In ahead, “Phantom 
Horse” (Indie) (83d wk), $3,500. 


Years” (M-G) with 
Veek end'ng tomorrow 


“These Wilder 
vauceville. 





(Thurs.) looks to reach big $23,000, 


79- | 


| final wk), 


Bway Upbeat; Frankie & ‘Johnny’ 
Wow 149G, ‘Boats’ 396, Years’-Vaude 
236, Society Continues High 1546, 2d 


pie proving real draw. 
“Proud Ones” (20th) 
$19,000. 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3.665; $1- 
$2)—‘Johnny Concho” (UA) (2d 
wk). First week with stageshow 
headed by Frank Sinatra, star oft 
his own production, “Concho,” 
and with Dorsey Bros. orch, Joey 
Bishop, pic soared to terrific $149.- 
000 despite only four stageshows 
excepting Friday and Sunday when 
five were given, and Saturduy with 
six. Stageshow was booked only 
for first week of pic; hence pic is 
solo starting today. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; $1.80) 
—'The Doctors” (King) (8d wk). 
Second week concluded Sunday 
(19) was nice $6,500. First was 
$8,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200;  95-$2.85)—*“High 
Society” (M-G) with stageshow (2a 
Initial holdover session end- 
ing today (Wed.) 10o0ks to hold with 
mighty $194,000. First week was 
$198,500, alltime non-holiday we:k 

Two slightly higher marks 
in Easter holiday week, 

Slipper” (M-G), getting 
(M-G), 


Last week, 
plus vaude, 


made 
“Glass 


Stays on, natch! 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3)— 
“Oklahoma” (Magna) (45th wk). 
Current week ending today (Wed.) 
looks like good $21,500. The 44th 
round was $21,000. Stays on. 

Plaza (Brociner) (525; $1.25-81.80) 
—"rruits of Sutouiner” (Ellis) (6th- 
Fifth week ended Mon- 
day (20) was fine $6,000. Fourth 
M-G-M Carnival opers 
that it has been re- 

und Jerry Film 


Aug. 28 only 
titled “Tom 
Festival.” 
Roxy (Nat'l Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
—"King and 1” (20th) and stagebill 


(Sth wk). Current round winding 
lup tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading 
tor big $75,000 ‘venth was $87 
OOO, first time during run that biz 
has dropped be ow $160,000 week- 
ly figure. Stays a ninth, with “Bus 

Stop’ (20th) cue in Aug. 31 
State (Loew's) (5,45U: %78-$1.75)— 
“Away All Boats” (U). Initial frame 
ending today (Wed.) looks to hit 
great $39,000 or nea Holds, 
naturaliv. In anead, “Somebody 


Opened | 


winding a} 


wk), ! 
night | 


The | 


11984" (Col) (5th wk). 


(Continued on page 18) 


Society’ Lively $31,000 
in D.C.; ‘Daugiier’ Hep 
206, ‘Likes Me’ $12,000 


\ug. 21 
fiving the 
big lift with 


Washington, 
New starters are 
downtown houses a 
“High Society” socko at Palace, 
“Ambassador’s Daughter” brisk at 
Capitol and “Soinebody Up There 
Likes Me” very stout at Columbia. 
Of holdovers, “Eddy Duchin Story” 
continues big at Trars-Lux and 
“Cinerama Holiday” still is solid 
at the Warner. “Seven Men From 
Now” is okay in two spots. Demo- 
cratic convention apparently hurt 
the small-seaters 
Estimates for This 
Ambassador (SW 
$1.25) “Seven Men 
(WB). Okay “$4500 
“Satellite in Sky” 
Capitol ‘Loew 


Week 
1.480; 
From 
Last week, 
(WB), $3,500 
(3,434; 90-$1.50) 
— ‘Ambassador's Daughter” (UA). 
Nice $20,000. Last week, “King 
and I” (20th) (7th wk), $16,500. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,174: 70-95) 
—‘‘Somebody Up There Likes Me’ 
(M-G). Fancy $12,000. Last week, 
“Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” ‘Col) 
ard “Werewolf” (Col) (2d), $5,000 
Dupont (Lopert) (372; 90-$1.15) 
“Proud and Beautiful” (Indie) (3d- 
final wk). Fair $4,000 after $5,000 
last week, 
Keith’s 


9()- 
Now re 


(RKO) (1,939: 75-$]1 - 


“Pardners” (RKO) (3d-final wk), 
Okay $7,500 after $9,000 last week. 
Metropolitan SW) (1,200; 90- 
$1.25) “Seven Men From Now” 
(WB). Oke $7,500. Last week, 
“Satellite in Sky” (WB), $6,000 


Palace (Loew) (2,560; 85-$1.25)— 
“High Society” (M-G). Smash $31,- 
000. Last week, “Away All Boats” 
(U) (2d wk), $15,500. 

Plaza (‘T-L) (290; 


—_— 


80-$1.25) 
Fair $3,000 


lafter $4,500 last week. 


(Tues.) was good $14,000. Last week, | 


Playhouse (Lopert) (456; 75- 
| $1.15)—‘‘Storm Center” (Indie) (2d 
| Wk). Satisfactory $5,000 aiter 


| (45th 


$6,500 opener. Holds another week. 
Warner (SW) (1,200; $1.20-$2.49) 

“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
wk). ifetty $15,000. Last 


| week, $15,200. 


Palace (RKO: (1,700; 50-$1.60)— | 


Trans-Dux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.35) 
— “Duchin Story” (Col) (5th wk). 
Boff $9,590 aiter $12,000 in fourth, 


i'Hoids aga:n. 
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with the prize-winning cast of the 
great play starring NANCY KELL 
and introducing J 
ATTY McCORMACK aa 
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THE UNKNOWN 4 — 






WarnerColor 
starring WILLIAM HOLDEN « LLOYD NOLAN 
VIRGINIA LEITH « CHARLES McGRAW 
' Produced ana Directed by Mervyn LeRoy 


Toluca Prod. 















r THE 
[| AMAZON TRADER 


WarnerColor 


starring JOHN SUTTON 
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GEORGE STEVENS’ Production 
From the novel by Edna Ferber 
] WarnerColor a 
| starring ELIZABETH TAYLOR» ROCK HUDSON 
’ AMES DEAN °* Produced by George Stevens 


CincmeaScope- -WarnerColor 
A LELAND HAYWARD-BILLY WILDER Pveauctions 
—- i starring JAMES STEWART : 
D a as Charles A. Lindbergh 


ction 4 j ELIA KAZAN’S Production 
of the j : of TENNESSEE WILLIAMS’ 


x starring CARROLL BAKER * KARL MALDEN __, 
” ELI WALLACH * MILDRED DUNNOCK 


Newtown Prod. 


ai “a SEVEN 7 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S —— 4 MEN FROM NOW 

is 7 a W 10 

THE a starring KANDOL eH SCOTT 


WRONG MAN | GAIL RUSSELL + LEE MARVIN . 
" i A mw: eS % an oe Batjac Prod. al ail 


starring HENRY FONDA 


. _-—s«*VERA MILES « ANTHONY QUAYLE ail 


: , THE 
[ee )6=—SséBURINING HILLS 
A CRY a ™ “ CinemaScope-WarnerColor 


| _ - i _‘ starring TAB HUNTER »* NATALIE WOOD 
IN THE NICHT eg 


starrmg EDMOND O'BRIEN - 
BRIAN DONLEVY *® NATALIE WOOD _ 


meobake Guo elmore) ata batvotate make) (o(on4—sa— am 


_ of mighty MOBY DICK ! 
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— Screen Extras OK Pact . " . ae 
TOA Urges Gov't Loans With AMPP, Telepixers; Venice’s ‘Facelift on Lido’ 
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zation argued, “must be made if 
the motion picture theatre is to 
survive. For the move must rival 
the home in attractiveness and 
comfort and must exceed it in re- 
ception facilities. Whatever suc- 
cess the theatre has had in meet- 
ing the competition of tv toa large 
extent been due to its better abil- 
ity to reproduce sight and sound 
through the modern methods of 
projection and sound transmission 
plus, of course, the equally im- 
proved picture itself which can 
be displayed effectively by the use 
of such equipment.” 

Need for Federal loans, TOA 
said, arises from inability of most 
exhibitors, particularly in subur- 
ban and smalltown areas, to finance 
the necessary improvements. “This 
is because,” it explained, “being 
small,  individually-owned _ busi- 
nesses, they are unable to attract 
outside financing and do not have 
their own resources. Furthermore, 
the recent profit history of the in- | 
dustry has not been such as will 
encourage lenders. 

“Also, the only lending institu- | 
tions which are available in cer- 
tain areas must, because of their 
own limited method of operation, 
be comparatively conservative in 
their lending policies. The finan- | 
cing required by these exhibitors | 
can only be obtained under the 
sponsorship of a Government lend- 
ing agency and we believe the 
SBA to be the only one available 
for such purposes.” 

10.900 Spots ‘In Distress’ 

Statement, prepared by A. Julian 
Brylawski, TOA veepee and chair- | 
man of its legislative committee, 
cited estimates that 10,900 of the 


nation’s 19,200 theatres are in 
financial distress and that 5,200 
are operated in the red. Most of 


these, it said, 
small towns. 

TOA estimated that an SBA loan 
of $25,000 would enable the aver- 
age 500-seat theatre not requiring 
new seating to install wide screen 
projection and high fidelity sound 
systems and air conditioning and 
to modernize its interior and ex- 
terior. 

Loans for this purpose, TOA de- 
clared, will prove sound invest- 
ments. “But the returns will be 
more than money. These loans 
will save businesses, neighborhoods 
and retail communities. Even 
more than that, they will help save 
the motion picture industry itself. 
For the difference between profit 
and loss to the entire industry is 
in the amounts which can be rea- 
lized from the operation of small 
theatres.” 

The statement was sent to the 
members of the SBA Loan Policy 
Board with an accompanying letter | 
requesting a meeting to assist in 
the preparation of a plan whereby 
Joans will be made available to the 
theatre industry. 

Members of 
Secretary of 


are in suburbs or 


the Board 
Commerce 


are 
Sinehbair 


Weeks, Secretary of the Treasury 
George M. Humphrey and Small 
Business Administrator Wendell 


B. Barnes. 


An Ohio Viewpoint 
. Columbus. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
‘ 


,ou have had some interesting 
letters from fans on poor theatre 
projection and sloppy management 

While I am not in a position to 
defend the theatres in New York 
1 would like to put in a defense 
for theatres In Ohio and give their 
point of view 

For example Maurice’ Fisher 
Saw “House :of Wax” at Loew’s 
spooner (N. Y.). What probably 
happened is not due to poor pro- 
jection on the part of the man 
there, but to the fact that one of 
the prints had been cut—possibly 
Inadvertently—by a theatre which 
ran it previously. When it was | 
seen that the picture was hope- | 
Jessly out of synchronization. the | 


only remedy was to continue show- 
ing it on another projector. It is 
a physical impossibility for the 
projectors to be out of synchroni- | 
zation, as they are operated with 
one mechanism. 
Mr. Fisher -is right, 3-D was a 
wonderful process, but it was 
killed not by the exhibitor, but by 
the distributors’ failure to make 
good product in the medium. 
While it is true that many 
screens are not wide enough to ac- | 
cept the 2:55-1 ratio, the material | 
that is cut off at the sides is usual- | 


ly simply additional , backgroysd/, sincentive and, in so doing, destroy showmanship £09.) . 5 cs 





person cannot tell 


'that’s because every 


»among Catholics by 





which should not interfere with 
the action of the picture. 

The fact that stereophonic sound 
is a thing of the past is due as 
much to the fact that distribution 
has killed it as anything. For ex- 
ample: Warner Bros. bring one 
stereophonic print into the Cin- 
cinnati exchange. If a _ picture 
opens in Columbus, Dayton and 
Cincinnati simultaneously, only 
Cincinnati will have a stereophonic 
print, and, of course, the same 
thing applies in the sub-runs. 

I quite agree that the average 
whether the 
picture is or isn’t in VistaVision. 

When Mr. Fisher mentions see- 
ing an annoying strip of dark gray, 
item of the 
show was not made for the same 
dimension; and the average thea- 
tre does not have movable mask- 
ing. A good deal of the blame for 
sloppy projection (and we must ad- 
mit there is some of this) is at- 
tributable to negligence on the 
part of the projectionist; but to 
expect perfect performance by a 
projectionist is. about the equiva- 
lent of expecting courtesy from a 
railroad conductor or bus driver. 

Robert A. Wile 
(Sec’y, Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio) 


Arties Tabu 


=== Continued from page 5 














| was Ookayed by the Legion but was 


rejected by the Code because of 
its narcotics angles. 


Foreign films, because of the 
U. S. market scheme of things and 
the circuits’ refusal to book “C’’- 
rated merchandise, for the most 
part have had only the art spots as 
showcases. As the latter become 
closed to ‘“‘C” material, obviously 
the point could be reached where 
there’ll be no outlets at all—or 
not enough to warrant impost costs 
—for pictures of the ‘Forbidden 
Stories” ilk. 


Time was, states Ellis, when his | 


accounts wanted to talk terms and 
nothing else. Now, he adds, the 


’“first question they put to me is 


about the Legion’s rating.” 

The indie distrib related that art 
theatre operators are becoming 
more aware of their community 
standing and more sensitive anent 
local animosity they might stir 
showing Le- 


gion-blasted product. 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
Screen Extras Guild member- 
ship, by a whopping 1883-80 vote, 
has approved its new contract with 


the Assn. of Moticn Picture Pro- 
ducers and the Alliance of Televi- 
|sion Film Producers. SEGites also 
voted 1748 to 204, to join the in- 
dustry pension plan, with the pro- 
ducers to pay 48c and the extras 
32c for each straight time day. Ex- 
tras become part of the pension 
plan Sept. 12. 


In addition, the extras voted, 
1,769 to 183, for tentative approval 
of a health and welfare program. 
This question was on whether SEG 
should submit to membership vote 


costing 6c an hour presently in- 
corporated in extras’ paychecks. 
Pending final determination on 
this, the lc-an-hour health and 
welfare allowance gained in recent 
negotiations makes the extras’ cur- 
rent wage hike $2.08 per eight- 
hour day. 

Results of the mail referendum 
were disclosed by SEG prexy Rich- 
ard H. Gordon and exec secretary 
H. O'Neil Shanks. 


Pact provides for an additional 
hike of 2!'2% in minimum wage 
scales to take effect Jan. 30, 1958, 


1959. 


B&K Drops Chi American 
Displays in 1st Nabe Test 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 

In an economy move inspired by 
a drop in neighborhood theatre re- 
ceipts this year as compared with 
last, the Balaban & Katz chain 
here is experimenting with elim- 
inating display newspaper ads for 
| its nabe theatres. Confining the ex- 
}periment to only one daily, the 
| Chicago American, so far, B&K has 
| placed only directory ads for its 
| nabes during the last four weeks. 

Proceeding cautiously, and faced 
with the inherent difficulties of 
judging the effectiveness of news- 
paper advertising, B&K execs have 
not as yet decided whether to ex- 
tend the policy to the other dailies, 
or whether to make it permanent. 
Thinking is that a _ picture is 
basically sold in firstrun downtown 
situations, making anything more 
than directory ads superfluous in 
the nabes. 

















In a message to this territory’ 


Allied 
and 


NCA 
the 


Central bulletin, 


ing on analyzing 


committee’s “unfavorable” report, predicts that a 


President 
recent 


a 


~ Bennie Berger Revives ‘Greed 


Minneapolis, Aug. 21. 
s exhibitors in the current North 
Bennie Berger, comment- 
U.S. Senate 


small business sub- 


tidal wave of 


small towns’ resentment eventually will force Congress to enact 
legislation making the film industry a public utility. 

Declaring that the fight for exhibitor relief must continue, Ber- 
ger asserts the belief that the small towns losing their only thea- 


tres and consequently becoming “ 


nies’ greed “will 
that no Congress 
regulatory 


wage such a 
will be able 
legislation.” 

Berger claims that 
is such that 
orating to a point where many 
even if it’s offering a picture w 
quence of this and other 


public attack 
theatreowners’ 
their showhouses’ physical appointments are deteri- 


hich they wish to see. 
factors, he 


morgues”’ because of film compa- 


against the industry 
desired film rentals 


to stop the 


present economic condition 
people will not attend a theatre 
In conse- 


declares “a generation of 


people now is being raised without the theatre-going habit.” 


Berger expresses the view in 
out of the recent hearings to 
present plight” and that, if any 
very detrimental to our cause 


l S. Senator H. H 


chairman whom he prevailed 


Humphrey 


the bulletin that “‘nothing came 
help the small theatres in their 
thing, “the committee report was 


He said he feels that his friend 


of Minnesota, the subcommittee 
upon to hold the hearing, and the 


other subcommittee members failed to understand the problem’s 


“meat.” 
“But I believe 
owners to devise 


there 
some 


are 
new 


“We owe it to ourselves, 


sufficient 
plan 
recognize the present big proble 


brains among the theatre- 
forcing the distributors to 
declared the Berger message. 


for 
m,” 


our families and our communities to con- 


tine to fight with every power at our command to keep our thea- 


tres in operation.” 

“The problem is very simple,’ 
most people now have a theatre 
has become very selective. 


’ explains the message. 


Consequently, it 


“Because 
in their own homes, theatregoing 
is necessary for 


every theatre to play all the top motion pictures in order to live. 


Also Join Pension Plan = 


with the pact to run to April 1, | 


“But the present sales policies are confiscatory in nature. The 
film companies are well aware that small grossing theatres cannot 
possibly pay the prices they’re demanding. Since the average 
theatregoer doesn’t wish to see the secondary pictures and the 
theatres cannot buy the top releases, it goes without saying that 
the theatre is being gradually exterminated. 

“The pity of all this is that the so-called distributors’ ‘brains’ 
don't realize that this policy means the entire industry’s eventual 
destruction. There apparently isn’t sufficient mentality in the 
higher circles to appreciate that present sales policies also destroy 


i i e, 





‘self, and each feature in the run- 
ning will be issued a certificate to 
| that effect. Fourteen finalists were 
| selected from a total of 79 feature 
| pix of 19 countries, some submitted 
| by governments, producers’ asso- 
‘ciations or individual producers 
| while others were invited to be pre- 
'screened directly by the Festival 
| committee. 

Third important innovation con- 
cerns the structure of the jury. In 
previous fetes, both here and in 
other countries, the host nation al- 
ways had the most 
hence the deciding vote—on the 
“international” jury. This year 
here in Venice, only two Italians 
‘are on the seven-man jury, while 


a detailed health and welfare plan | the jury prexy is a “foreigner’— 


la Britisher, John Grierson, vet 
\filmmaker. Others are Andre 
Bazin, French film critic; James 
Quinn, British pic official (who 
repped Britain on this year’s 
Cannes jury); G. B. Cavallaro, 
Italian film critic; Luchino Vis- 
conti, Italo pic director; a Russian 
conti, Italo pic director; Fridrikh 
Markovic Ermler, a Russian di- 
rector and film critic Kiyohiko 
| Ushihara, Japanese member of the 
| panel. 

It’s Been a Battle 


partial official absence of 





tion because of Venice 


\tion principle needed to 
| down the entries to 14. (Later, it 
was revealed that , nine 
‘member companies had 


‘to Venice even if asked.) 
|Fox’s lone-wolf stand 
spect is 


in this 
well-known 


a considered distinction in it- 


members— 


Introduction and enforcement of 
these changes has not been with- 
out a fight, and has cost the Festi- 
val some friendships, notably the 
the 
MPEA, which voted nonparticipa- 
intran- 
|Sigence regarding the pre-selec- 
pare 


MPEA 

also 
secretly voted not to submit pix 
20th- 
re- 
(Spyros 





buyers and sellers from all over 
the world. 

Not all of the great volume of 
pic biz consumed in the lobbies or 
bars of Cannes’ Croisette or Ven- 
ice’s Excelsior concerns the pix in 
competition—on the contrary, a 
good majority is made up of prod- 
uct industryites have brought 
along with them for “outside” 
showings to their opposite num- 
bers gathered from all points of 
the compass. As one New York 
film importer summed it up here, 
“I can do more business here in 
one afternoon in the lobby or bar 
or beach than in one month of 
letters, cables, or intercontinental 
phone calls in the States—every- 
one’s right here, and there’s some- 
thing about the setting which 
stimulates and speeds up our 
WOrk...° 

Another important innovation 
this year is the fact that almost a 
month before the start of the 
event, the list of entries had been 
announced and the calendar of 
events made known. Previously, 
and despite rules to the contrary, 
pix were admitted up to the last 
minute, changes made, pix rushed 
from the labs to the festival pal- 
ace for screening, etc. 
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serviced adequately without such 
elaborate distribution facilities. 
“Waterfront” played 15,000 first- 
time-around dates in the home 
market, Spiegel stated, and the 
first 250 of them yielded almost 
half of the production’s income, 
He said he had a gross income of 
$650,000 from N. Y.’s Astor Thea- 
tre alone, this via a 22-week run. 
About 70% of the revenue came 
from the first 2,000 bookings. 








|Skouras even is said to have writ- | Spiegel’s suggestion was that the 
jten Venice a letter praising the |cost of serving the latter runs is 
pre-selection principle), and it will | simply toovhigh in the light of the 
be repped at the Fete by “Bigger | percentage of income to be derived 


|Than Life,” the James Mason star- | from 


rer. 


them, that they should be 


As it happens, United Artists|reached with greater accent on 


also will have a pic in the run-| economy. 


ning, via the Robert Aldrich “At- | 
“The 
change 
already 


caused confusion when Venice pic banded 
, c 


tack” (previously known as 
Brick Foxhole’—a title 
which incidentally has 


lists were announced). ‘‘Bus Stop’ 
(20th) will be screened on 


of competition. Showing will 
cede the prize-award 
skedded that night. 
Changes 
jtures in 
| official 


also raised 
Britain where, similarly 
participation was 


last 
night of the festival (Sept. 9), out 


tempera- 


voted 


Spiegel is one of a number of 
producers who think: costs are out 
of line and are agitating for mean- 
ingful cuts. A group of them 
together some time ago 
with the thought of setting up a 
collective distribution agency but 
gave up on this because of produc- 


re- | >. zs , 
. P tion financing and other problems. 
ceremony 


Now, though, with the bulk of 
Hollywood talent—producers, di- 
dectors, writers and stars—taking 
the indie route, the big companies 


, 


} : ° . . are > ane ij ‘ yy 
|against, in France, Gerraany and jare openly competing among them 


|some others. Some of 
led over, but at 
situation in 


this writing 
regard to 


clear. 
many countries previously on the 


invite list, the fest can really only 
invite countries participating after 


these con- 
|troversies have since been smooth- 
the 
“official” 
participations is still somewhat un- 
One cause of this situation 
has been the new fest setup. As the 
|14-pic total automatically excludes 


selves for production deals. Ob- 
viously, the outfits that can hold 
costs to a minimum stand the best 
chance of latching on to the best 
properties. Thus, the distribs, it 
appears, will be forced to stream- 
ine. 

Costs have come down on an- 
> /other front, however, according to 
» |Spiegel. Major studios renting out 


>|space to indies are retreating 
the pix are chosen. This makes |from the sky’s-the-limit overhead 
for delay and hard feelings. Pre- | charges for the reason they now 
sumably, nonparticipating coun-|have stages idle much of the time 
tries will send delegations as “ob- | and want them in use even if it 


servers.” This situation is fur-| means cutting prices for the out- 
|ther complicated by the fact that | side producers. Spiegel still works 


\the so-called “minor” fetes, docu- 


mentaries and children’s films, are 


run off just before the main event 
their dates: Aug. 16-25), and func- 
tion under the old setup, with 23 
countries repped in one event, 12 


in the other. Most countries have 
sent delegations to this event, ever 
though they are not all officially 
represented in the upcoming fea- 
ture event. 


The Qualitative Approach 


| Without openly coming out anc 


on location for the most part and 
rarely in Hollywood. But if he 


> 


wanted space ona big lot, he 
surmised, he could rent it at sub- 
stantially less expense than the 


level of a couple of years ago. 
Spiegel’s current project is “End 
As A Man,” lensed in Florida and 
representing what the producer 
considers an unmistakeable gamble. 
Angle here is that the production 
is devoid of established stars—Ben 
1 | Gazzara has the lead—and the di- 


1 | 


Saying so, Venice, via its restric-|rector is Jack Garfein, age 26, 
tion to 14 entries, has swung back | whose turn-calling in past has been 
jto quality and art—within the | jimited 


lrealm of film industry production 


film fair, with its greater com 
mercial possibilities. The 
has not been made without thought, 
however. It’s known that Festi- 
vals as they have been run in re- 
cent years have in the jong run 
satisfied no one. Venice this year 
hopes to satisfy as many people 
as possible: the art set and the 
crix, via a potentially stimulating 
and concentrated pic diet; and the 
commercial denizens of the indus- 
try, by providing a meeting place 





Without attempting to overdo the | 
misinterpretable ‘‘arty” angle, the | 


move 


to properties for the Ac- 
-|tors Studio in N. Y. He has never 
|done any picture work. Spiegel’s 
|idea, he said, is to develop new 


local event has chosen a_ high | talent and he’s hopeful that exhibi- 
standard, rather than becoming a | tors will reco 


| gnize the importance 
~ | of such an undertaking. 


Global-minded as ever, his next 


Land extra screening room) for film, 


is “Bridge Over the River Quai,” 
which goes before the cameras in 
September in Ceylon. “Man” is 
penciled in for release next spring 
and “Bridge” next summer, both 
through Columbia. Then comes 
“The Chase,” from a Horton Foote 
novel, to be locationed in Texas, 
and “The Second Man,” based on 
the Edward Grierson novel, to be 
shot. in London. 
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Hollywood Product's Absence 
Ups Danish Studios; Using Color 


’% 
4 


Copenhagen, Aug. 14. 


Continued boycott of the Danish | 


market by the American distribu- 
tors has given a boost to the five 
companies here which make fea- 
tures in the Danish tongue. 

Not unrelated to the special eco- 
nomics of the moment removal of 
Yank competition save for very old 
pictures) is the current increase 
in color stock. 

Nordisk, actually 50 years old 
this year, is making a comedy, 
*“Kispus” in tint and Asa _ has 


scheduled two future features in | 


Eastman Color. They are “Finte- 
sonnere,” a rural subject and 
“Father of Four” based on a popu- 
lar Danish comic strip. 


Additionally Asa is starting the 
fall season with melodrama about 
Copenhagen taxidrivers—in black 
and white. Saga has a mono- 
chromed ‘‘Mariane af Marstal,” a 
folk comedy about fishermen, open- 
ing at its Saga Cinema, which af- 





Moscow Art Theatre Co. 


Set For London in ’57. 


London, 
Daubeny, the 


Aug. 21. 


Peter impresario, 


| who has just returned from view- 


ing legit, tuner and revue presenta- 
tions in Moscow, has finalized nego- 


| 
| 
ties 


‘Dolls’ Variety Benefit 
Preem Likely Sellout 


London, Aug. 14. 
Ticket sale for the London 

| Broom of “Guys and Dolls” (M-G), 
set for Sept. 19, to aid British | 
Council for the Welfare of Spas- 
and Variety Club of Great 


| Britain's Heart Fund, promises to 


| tiations to bring the Moscow Art | 


BFPA Mulls New 





| 


ter adding a balcony is the biggest | 


cinema in Denmark with 


seals. 





German ‘Bridge’ Paces 


W. Germany’s 8 Keys; 
Yank Pix Top Berlin 


Berlin, Aug. 14. 


The German film, “The Golden 
Bridge” (Gloria), was the top 
grosser last month (July) in West 
Germany’s eight most important 
key cities, including West Berlin. 
The Australian film, ‘A Mad Hotel?’ 
(Europa), took second spot while 
Paramount's “Rose Tattoo” was 
third best. 

In West Berlin’s preem house 
area, American. pix are still play- 
ing first fiddle. Current break- 
down reveals that six out of 14 top 
cinemas are showing pix of Amer- 
ican origin as against three Gallic 
features, two from Austria and one 
each from Germany, Italy and Eng- 
land. 

Of all new pix, Columbia’s “The 
Harder They Fall” is considered 
ihe most important one. It was 
preemed at Delphi Palast and gar- 
nered above-average reviews, 
some being’ excellent. 
Budd Schulberg and actors 
Steiger 
ceived 


Rod 
top acclaim. Other 
U.S. films include 
Story” (Col) 
Godfathers” 
Berlin, “Tall 


new 


at Capitol. “Three | 
(M-G) at Filmtheatre 
Men Riding” (WB) | 
at Metropol and “The Cobweb” | 
(M-G) at Filmbuehne Wien. The}! 
Studio has Paramount’s “We're No 
Angels.” 

Of other foreign films, France’s 
“Paris Canaille” 


mention. Latter is now in _ its 
fourth week at Cinema Paris. | 
Deutsche London reissued “The | 


2,000 | 


‘ f rey Bogart re-| 
and Humphrey Bogart re lda” (The Hidden Girl). 





Theatre Co. to London probably 
in May for a four-week season of 
Russian plays at the Palace Thea- 
tre. 
Works chosen are Chekhov's 
“Uncle Vanya” and “The Three 
Sisters,” and adaptation of Tol- 
stoy’s “Anna Karenina” and Sher- 
idan’s “The School for Scandal.” 





32c Cinema Top 


Winning in Mex 


Mexico City, Aug. 14. 

It now seems that the 32c¢ 
mission price top for local cine- 
mas, set as a ceiling in December, 
1952, has won out. It has won over 
many in the pic trade, much to the 
|surprise of themselves, as well as 


the city amusements supervision 
|department which’ stands _ firm 
against all moves by disgruntled 


|}elements to hike 


ond 


the price scale. 

It all gtems from the phenom- 
enal boxoffice several Mexican and 
foreign pix have scored lately, 
some saying these big grosses ex- 
plain at least swipe A the reason 
of this victory for the 32c top. The 
price, its champions hendh out, is 
enabling more people than ever, 
particularly more of the working 
class, to attend top firstruns. 

All this has helped biz all along 
the line because forcing many sec- 
and subsequent-runs to im- 


| prove accommodations and screens. 


with | 
Writer | *". 
pic 


“The Houston | 


| 


may fi ‘ ial | 
y Sind special iup a total gross of $6,500,000 this 


| 


Third Man” with very good results 


at the Marmorhaus, 
film here is still 
down.” 

Recent statistics reveal that the 
feature films offered on the West 
German market for the distribution 
Season 1956-57 amounted to 493 
films as of August 1. Of these 
films, 206 are of American origin. 
Germany comes second with 145 
product, followed by France (56 
pix), United Kingdom (30), Aus- 
tria (26), Italy 16), Switzerland (4) 
and 10 features from other na- 
tions. Of all these films, 40 have 
already been screened in _ this 
country. 


“Before Sun- 





Mexico’s Cimex Sells 
17 Films in Europe 
Mexico City, Aug. 14. 

Seventeen Mexican-made pix 
have been sold future 
release it was announced by Cimex, 
semi-official government 
Outlet. Countries involved in the 
exhib deals are France, Iran, Jugo- 
Slavia and Czechoslavakia. Jugo- 
Slavia will take 10. Most films are 
oldies, though the recently com- 
pleted “La Manda” (The Vow), still 
unexhibited locally, and “La Llegt- 
tima” (Illegitimate Girl), a last 
year’s success, are among the 
group io be exhibited. 

All of the 17 will be subtitled, 
with the varied languages of the 
different countries at the com- 
Pany’s new Paris headquarters. 
Deals Were set by Cimex European | 
Chief, Salvador Elizondo. ‘*? ° 


Top German | “Love Is Splendored Thing” 


| ‘Madame 


More lesser houses are going wide 
screen. The top price allowed these 
houses is 24c. Most operate on a 
16-20¢ scale. 
The 32c high advocates stress 
the new-high gross for a Mexican 
in which ‘“Cantiflas” 
Moreno) is missing, “La Escondi- 
This stars 
and Maria 
is world-dis- 
grossed $23,040 in 
at the Cine Mexi- 


“T'll Cry Tomor- 


Pedro Armendariz 
| Felix and Columbia 
tributing. It 
first seven days 
co. Runnerup is 
row’ (M-G) in its third week at 
the Cine Roble with a gross of 
$48,375 in 3 weeks. 


City treasury department reports 
that the 137 local cinemas rolled 


|; year up to June 30 or a new high. 
Boxoffice hits during that time 
were the Mexican, “With Whom 
Do Our Daughters Associate?”’; 
(20th), 
“East 


Butterfly” (IFE); 


|of Eden” (WB), and “Glass Slip- 
per’ (M-G). The only ihtdividual 
gross disclosed was the $92,500 





London, Aug. 21. | 

Sir Henry L. French -who is 73 | 
and has been director-general of | 
the British Film Producers Assn. 
|for the last 10 years, has resigned, 
jmainly on account of his age, so 
| that the association can meet the 


factual or 
overseas | 


distrib | 





grossed by “Daughters.” 


« 





French Resigns As 
BFPA Director-Gen’l 


critical issues ahead facing the 
British picture industry without 
“any kind of handicap, whether 


potential.” 
The BFPA executive 
vas told last week 
Henry’s decision was 


council 
that Sir 





| tion in this country should be kept | 
ad- | 


be a complete sellout before the 
actual opening. 

Nat Cohen, 
here, has announced that already 
more than half the $28 tickets have 
been sold as have 143 of the $14 
ones or more than 50°. 





Quota Rules To 
Help Brit. Prod. 


Reade. Aug. 21. 
Modifications to the British Cine- 
matograph Films Act 1948 to in- 
sure that only genuinely British 
productions come within statutory 
Quota definitions and a realization 
that U. S. production or participa- 


the Chief Barker | 








Fred Feldkamp Resigns 


As Dragon Films Head 


London, Aug. 14. 
Fred Feldkamp, whose latest 
production, “The Silken Affair,” 


was recently completed at Elstree 
Studios, has quit the managing di- 
rectorship of Dragon Films Ltd., in 
order to freelance with his own 
company. 

With associate producer William 
Harper, and scriptwriter Nicholas 
Phipps (responsible for “Doctor in 
House” and “Captain’s Paradise’’), 








within bounds have been discussed | 


| by the British Film Producers 
| Assn. This is revealed in its 14th 
annual report for the year ended 


last March 31. 

Since the beginning of this year. 
says the report, BFPA’s executive 
council has been mulling propo- 
sals by which the Cinematograph 
Act, incorporating the Quota pro- 


| visions which are due to expire in 


September, 1958. could be _ im- 
proved for the benefit of British 
film production. Among suggested 
modifications was one that the defi- 
nition of British Quota films should 
be amended to insure that onls 
genuine British productions come 
within the statutory definitions 
and that the possibilities of techni- 
cal evasion are reduced. Others 
concerned the exclusion from 
Quota of pictures made primaril) 
for tv, and the alteration to quota 
relief provisions. 

In considering one of the queries 
included on the questionnaire sent 
out to major industry organizations 
by the National Film Finance 
Corp., the BFPA agreed that one of 
the most difficult problems 


high level of production of pix en- 


| titled to British Quota certificates 


| that 


| 


|man of the 


dictated by | 


his feeling that he might not be | —jt is neither dead nor 


able to continue serving the asso- | 


ciation to his own satisfaction and 
of members throughout the next 
two years while the extension of 
the British Film Production Fund, 
future of National Film Finance 
Corp. and revision of the Cinema- 
tograph Films Act were all to be 
the subject of legislation. 

He will not be succeeded in of- 
fice because the BFPA has decid- 
ed to create a new post of perma- 
nent prexy, which will embrace 
the duties of both director- “general 
and président + ¥?) 44° 


‘Britain 





by companies completely or large- 
ly controlled by American inter- 
ests or mainly supported by Ameri- 
can finance. 

‘It was realized .. . that Ameri- 
can production or participation un- 
doubtedly brought benefits to the 
British industry, but it was felt 
it should be kept within 
bounds. In this connection, it 
must be remembered that a num- 
ber of members of the association 
are in receipt of financial support 
from American sources chiefly be- 
cause of the difficulties of obtain- 
ing money for film production from 
British sources. It is also of im- 
portance that films made in Great 
by American controlled 
companies and/or American money 
are eligible for Quota certificates 
and for payments from the British 
Film Production Fund on precise- 


had | 


(Mario | related to present and prospective 


| a. yeal 


ly the same conditions as films } 
made by British producers with 
money from British sources.” 





‘Now Davis Sees British 

Pic Bsiness Not Dying 

London, Aug. 14. 
read some newspapers, 
the impression that the 
motion picture industry i either 
dead or dying,” commented John 
Davis, managing director of the 
Rank Organization, who as chalir- 
sritish Film Producers 
Assn., welcomed delegates of the 
International Federation to a din- 
ner at the Dorchester. 

“TI do not subscribe to that view 
dying. It 
may well be that its pattern of its 
distribution and _ exhibition will 
change materially and that 
process will be painful. Television 
undoubtedly will absorb part of 
the leisure hours which the peoples 
of the world are securing to an ap- 
preciable extent, but not enough to 
take away the time available to us 
for films.” 

Davis added: ‘You cannot destroy 
audiences of the magnitude which 
we serve when you bear in mind 
that each week 23,000,000 people in 
this country go to the cimeta:” 


“Tf you 
you get 


{ Estoril. 
| places with an almost foreign cli- 
| entele 


this | 


ao 


| he 


is now in France working on 
another comedy set for British 
production during the summer. 





Tourist Biz Shy 


High in Portugal 


Aug. 


son is in full swing at a 
seaside towns in Portu- 
These spots are enjoying the 
biggest boom since the war thanks 
to the tourist trade. If Americans 
limit their stay to a few days, and 
generally at Estoril, near here, 
French, German, English and other 
tourists are more adventurous and 


Lisbon, 

The sea 
casinos of 
gal. 


stay for a week or two at Figueira, 
Povoa, and Espinho in the north 
or Praia Rocha and Faro in the 
south. Good food and wines, cheap 
whisky and miles of sunny beaches 
are the principal attraction § for 
tourists. For August and Septem- 
ber, the various gambling casinos 
are also preparing special vaude 
shows. 

The Estoril Casino gives three 
shows nightly in the restaurant, 
the Wonder Bar and the Yacht 
Club. At present the vaude acts 
include Bernard Hall and_ his 
Monte Carlo Vanity Girls and Rob- 
ett Blake, monologist Other acts 
due in are Page and Bray, acro- 
dancers; magician Channing Pol- 
lock and Myr & Myrosca; Bob 
Bromley, Senor Carlos, Gino Do- 
nati, Patty Ross, French songstress 


| 


All Groups in British Film Industry 
Not Happy Over ‘Statutory Pix Levy 


London, Aug. 14. 
Since the intention of the Board 
of Trade to institute a statutory 
film levy “comparable in purpose 
with the British Film Production 
Fund” was announced on Aug, 2, 
views of leaders on the production 


side of the industry evidence the 
general goodwill and backing to 
the plan. However, this support is 


not as completely unreserved as it 
appears, and there's still contention 
over the fact that it will be a sta- 
tutory measure. Also, felicitations 
are clouded somewhat over that 
part of the Minister's announce- 
ment where he promises that the 
levy “will 


new be comparable in 
scale” with the present arranges 
ment. 

At present, it’s common knowl- 


edse that the BFPF falls $2,100,006 


| tween production costs and b.o. 


Paulette Rallin and the Bert Stim- | 


mel dancers. Eurico Braga is direc- 
tor and booking agent. 

Same Acts in Other Casinos 

All these acts, after their presen- 
tation at Estoril for a week or a 
fortnight, will do the other Portu- 
guese casinos for another month 
or six weeks. 

Impresario Jose Miguel, 
was injured in a recent car acci- 
dent, sold his interests in various 
niteries and is running the cinema 
Pavilhao where he is also present- 
ing vaude. 

The Casino S. Jorge in Lisbon 
has a show produced by comedian 
Jose Viana. It will be followed by 
another show along the same lines 
led by comic Oscar Acurcio. Actor- 
manager Carlos Coelho, back from 
in Africa, is director and 
booking agent of the spot. 

2 Spots Exclusively Foreign 

Hotellier Pereira 
Tagide nitery in Lisbon and the 
Palm Beach along the seashore off 
Both are very exclusive 


who 


sub- 
Min- 
are presented 

are bicycled 


and receive a specia! 
from the Information 
istry. The same act's 
in the two spots and 
by auto-between the niteries. Acts 
appearing at present are Brazilian 
songstress Dilu Melo; ballet dancers 
Celso Filho and Gloria Norton: 
French singers Line Andres and 
Guy Severyns 

The Nina nitery 
September with 
Lopez dancers 
men de Ortega. For 
the Variedades, the 
O’Farrel has been booked. 
Maxime there has the Carmen 
Flores ballet, the Sergio Orch with 
crooner Manuel Serrano. The Bico 
Doirado has singers Sita Valsassina 
and Magdalena Pardo. 


Sidy 


will 
the 
and 


reopen in 
Conchita 
singer Car- 
the revue at 
Ballet Peggy 





Henderson Ltd. 
London, Aug. 21. 
Henderson’s forming a _ music 
company under his own name here. 
He has been general manager of 
‘Bourne Music for several years 
now, iJ Biv ws | avs 3? 


below the set target of $9,100,000. 
Meaning in other words that at 
“the present scale,” the gap be- 
re- 
ceipts will continue to remain un- 
bridged. Consequently, producers 
would be no better off under the 
new dispensation than under the 
existing scheme. 

But two slants which are consid- 
ered the most favorable aspects 
of the ROT decision are the degree 
of guarantee which producers will 
reap from it and the reassurarce 
contained in the statement that the 
scheme would be comparable in 
purpose with the BFPF. 

Industry Reaction Varies 

Typical of industry reaction ig 
the remark made soon after the 
announcement by Robert Clark, 
veepee of British Film Producers 
Assn.: “This gives us new hope to 
goon ,.. now we have got this as- 
surance of help we must be care- 
ful how to use it,” and from 
Regjnald Baker, chairman of Ealing 
Studios: “A step in the right direc- 


tion, I do not like the idea of a 
statutory scheme any more than 
most other producers, but it is the 


only means by which we can know 
where we stand.” 

For the exhibitors, B, T. Davis, 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 


prexy, said he regretted a compul- 
sory levy: “I was never pleased to 
see any encroachment of a govern- 
ment department into the industry. 
Once they are there, you cannot 
get rid of them.” Exhibs didn’t ob- 
ject to paying the levy and main- 
tained that the present Eady 
scheme was doing a good job. 

The BOT proposal ties up with 
the recommendation of the Assn. of 
Independent Cinemas to the Na- 


| tional Film Finance Corp. that the 


is running the | 
| ter 


| 


The } 


fund should be 
industry’s hands. 


taken out of the 





Abbey Skeds 3 Plays 
For Fall; Rejects 12 
Tele Bids as Vague 


Dublin, Aug. 21. 
Abbey Theatre has skedded 


three new productions for this fall, 


including Brendan Behan’s prison 
play, “The Quare Fella” (already 
set for Broadway) Behan piece 
was earlier rejected by Abbey di- 
rectors, but has since been pro- 
duced in London. 


Other plays on the list are “Win- 
Wedding” by Tomas MacAnna, 
Abbey’s producer of Irish language 
plays; and “The Waiting Night” by 
P. S. Laughlin whose earlier work 
has been for radio 

According to 
Ernest Blythe, 
of American TV 
been received by 
All were rejected 
management or 
Cause none of 
principals but 
undefined companie 
in the U.S.” 

He added that if the Abbey was 
approached by some established 
organization—either U.S. or Brit- 
ish—the directors would give fav- 
orable consideration to requests 


Abbey manager 
different offers 
contract have 
the company, 
elther by the 
Players be- 
were from 
“vague and 
persons 


12 


he 
them 
from 


and 


| for Oeaperarin. 





SHULMAN TO SANTIAGO 

Sidney Shulman has been named 
manager of 20th-Fox’s branch in 
Santiago, Chile, it was disclosed 
last week by foreign chief Murray 
Silverstone. 

Shulman replaces Matthew Har- 
binson who’s been shifted to the 
company’s Buenos Aires office as 
assistant to Edward D. Cohen, su- 
pervisor of Central and South 
AmefPitan : territories.) 64 
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Gold Medal’s Melange for Moppets | ap w. ¥. Gops 


Plan 15 90-Minute Variety Films to Make Up For 
Smallfry Neglect in Current Market 
* 





An extensive program of films | 


specifically designed for young- 
sters will go into production in the 
east this week under the aegis of 
Gold Medal Productions, of which 
Martin Poll is president, with dis- 
tribution rights held by Artists- 
Producers Associates, headed by A. 
W. Schwalberg. 

To be lensed under the over ral 
title of “Big Fun Carnival” are 15 
90-minute features of the variety 
type—that is, each comprising 
specialty numbews, cartoons, wild 
animal subjects and the like. 
They’re being fashioned particular- 
ly for the moppet trade on Satur- 
day matinees and holidays. 

Schwalberg, who's formerly dis- 
tribution v.p. of Paramount, said 
surveys he conducted have con- 
vinced him that exhibitors 


and he figures the “Carnival” idea | 
Exec also is a director | 


iv a natural, 
of Gold Medal. 

Television talent is to be promi- 
nent in the undertaking. Both 
Marian Stafford and Jared (Jerry) 
Reed, both of whom have worked 
tv considerably, are under contract 
to appear in the series. Signed as 
a director is Mare Daniels 
writers are Louis (Deke) Heyward 
and Nat Wilkes. 

First prints will be released in 
the fall, according to Schwalberg. 


United Front 
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this has much 
if UA does not sell 
a picture in a country, the indie 
producer has the right—after a 
certain period—to proceed on his 
own. 

It 


however, whether 
meaning since, 


reason that UA, 
while sympathetic to the MPEA 
stand to date, never actually be- 
came a party to the agreement not 
to sell to the Soviet orbit. 

Under the -new' arrangement, 
available films again will be pooled 
and lists of suitable pix will be 
drawn up for potential Red cus- 
tomers to choose from. However, 
payments will go directly to the 
companies on the basis of how 
many of their films are sold. This 
precludes any of the smaller out- 
‘f'ts profiting even though none of 
their films may be chosen. 

The companies fell in line with 


was for this 


the “be united” pitch on the part 
of MPEA _ prexy Eric Johnston 
when it became clear that only 
UA would remain outside the fold. 
At an earlier meeting in N. Y. 
last week, several of the distribs— 
notably 20th-Fox, made it plain 


that thev’d extend the MPEA fran- 
chise only if the stand was unanim- 
time indi- 





ous. Republic at that 
cated that it might prefer to do 
a solo 

Johnston is skedded to go Eu- 
rope to visit the Iron Curtain na- 
tions this fall for a discussion of 
film matters. There is a possibil- 
itv the visit may take him also to | 
Moscow where the Russians have | 
shown considerable interest in 
buying or “swapping” films. 
- = — 

‘B’ Books 

-——_|;y, Continued from page 2 jaa 
$1.000 a crack, under Lee Keedick 
management, with personals lim- 
ited to 30 a year. (If it’s a college 
or university, Cerf cuts the fee to 
$500 because of the opportunity it 
affords him to consult the faculty 
on promising new writing talent. 
Random Heuse is making a delib- 
erate practise of scouting new 
writers; the publishing firm’s com- 
paratively new editor-in-chief, 
Hiram Haydn, has been called by 
the baseball-happy Cerf “the 
Branch Rickey of the publishing 
business.” This stems from Haydn’s 


penchant for tieing up newcomer 


writers with modest advances— 
there are seven such just com-| 
mitted—and if only one or two 


materialize they figure it a very 
worthwhile investment). 

RH, having clicked 
Time for Sergeants” and “Don’t 
Go Near the Water,” is now quest- 
ing for a marine book—Cerf feels 
there “must be a very funny book 
about the Marines, which would 
round out the triumvirate.” 


with “No 


are | 
especially anxious to lure the kids | 


and | 


ed | 





‘French Studios Siill 
Wrestling With Plans 
For Wider U.S. Soread 


French film industry, long eager 
to broaden iis U. S. market, still 


cording to Henry Deutschmeister, 
head of Franco London Fi!m, Prior 
'to returning to Paris Friday (17) 
after a several weeks’ U. S. stay, 
he said that he and other Frerch 
producers are still examining plans 
to help bring about wider distribu- 
tion of Gallic product in America. 
| “But,” Dcutschmeister emphas- 
| ized, “we don’t want a ‘French 
| IFE,’ nor do we want to interfere 
with the independert distributors 
who release French pictures. Ob- | 
| viously it’s a difficult problem.” He | 
added that much 
| had been circulated about the sub- 
| ject but the facts are that although 
many suggestions and ideas have 
been offered nothing definite has 
been decided upon. 

Producer, whose company turns 
out about five or six films annually, 
set a distribution deal with War- 
ners during his U. S. junket cov- 
,ering Franco London’s Ingrid Berg- 


|man_ starrer, “Elena et les 
Hommes” (Elena and the Men). 
Pact, which was arranged with 


Jack Warner and Ben Kalmenson, 


Directed 
be han- 


in the U. S. and Canada. 
by Jean Renoir, film will 


died in those territories as 
“Strange Night.’ 
Miss’ Bergman, incidentally, 


looms prominently in Deutschmeis+ 
ter’s 1956-57 production schedu’e 
for she has a commitment with F-L 
to appear in a ventyre which will 
be directed by Max Ophuls. Story 
as yet has not been chosen. Still 
another potential F-L blockbuster 
is a Gina Lollobrigida vehice 
slated to be made as a co-produc- 
tion with Italy’s Rizzoli Films, 

Project with Miss Lollobrigida 
will be a film version of “Imperial 
Venus,” a novel by Edgar Maas de- 
scribed as a “story of Napoleon’s 
favorite _ sister.” Bobbs- Merrill 
published the tome in 1946. It’s 
due to roll next July. Both 
Bergman and Lollobrigida pictures 
will be in color and widescreen but 
not CinemaScope. 

While Italy’s film industry 
had its share of difficulties of late, 
Deutschmeister feels that the turn- 


| ing point has been reached. A vet- 
|eran of more than 20 co-produc- 
| tions with various Italian com- 
| panies, he expressed confidence 
that such mutual filmmaking will 
continue to be practical for both 
Italian and French producers in- 
volved. 





‘Menon’ $ H. y. Bid 
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of tv graduates, the 28-year-old 
twins Richard and Paul Sylbert, 
who have had considerable experi- 
ence in erecting a large number of 
sets in small quarters. On the two 
large Gold Medal the Syl- 
berts will build a dozen sets at a 
time, tearing down and construct- 
ing 12 more when the _ shooting 
Shifts to the second stage. 
According to Richard § 


tv of 


page 


9¢C 


stages, 


Sylbert, if 
the production equals 
lfornia, “we will sue- 
doing it here with one- 
the facilities and one-half 
people.” This, of course, 
ents a considerable ' cost 
In addition, the rental 
for the studio are cheaper 


the qual 
that of Cal 
ceed in 
tenth of 
of the 
repres 
saving 
charges 


| sized 





ut | 
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‘s handied on an individual basis. | 
it’s empha- | 


however, 
theatremen 


At present, 


by that the 


| police have a hard and fast rule | 
against any activities outside the | 


‘the 
has no solut‘on to the problem ac- | « 


| obta 


misinformation | 
‘ : | partment and from 


‘'obby of the theatre. Kleig lights 
have been banned and assembly of 
any lind outside the theatre is 
prevented. 

Universal and Loew’s State met 
strong police opposition when they 
attempted to stage a noon event 
fest week (16) in connection with 
opening of the Navy-themed 
Aw:y All Boats.” 

For 
p°-nv and the theatre, it’s asserted, 
attempted to obtain police permis- 
son for a 25-piece Navy band to 
pley outside the theatre. The Navy, 
which has tied in with U on the 
picture for recruiting purposes, 
prov.ced the band, a color guard 
end a contingent of WAVES. The 
Navy, for its part, also sought to 
‘n permission for the event. 

However, it’s charged that the 
| film rens as well as the Navy were 
shunted from department to de- 
individual to 
At first, it’s said, per- 
was granted, only to be 


individual. 
misc’on 


| rescinded on the morning of the 


calls for WB to have release rights | 


eveit. Frustrated in efforts to ob- 
tain a commitment from the police, 
the filmites appealed to the Dept. 
of Commerce. Latter initially said 
okay, but later withdrew its ap- 
proval after it apparently had re- 
ceived the nix from the police. The 
Dept. of Commerce, however, in- 
formed the film people to channel 
ell future requests through 
Cemmerce Commissioner, 
would arrange all clearances. 
At any rate, the Navy 
gathered in front of Loew’s State 
on Thursday. A police detail was 
present and the officer in charge 


| ruled that the band could not play 


the 


has | 


and the production unit is not ob- | 


to assume the overhead 


. 


| ligated 
costs. 

It is Richard Sylbert’s view that 
if the people who are interested in 
making feature films in the east 
hold out for two more years, every 
studio in the N. Y. metropolitan 
area will be fully equipped and 
more studios will be built. At that 
time, he said, any pitture that can 
be made.in Hollywood can be 
filmed in New York. He does not 
regard N. Y. as a threat to Holly- 
wood production, but he stresses 
that outstanding, quality films 
could just as easily be filmed in 
Gotham, including the total in- 
terior filming. 








outside the theatre. He also pre- 
vented the band from playing on 
the island in Times Square or in 
fro ss of the Navy recruiting booth. 
Loew’s authorities could not move 
tre band inside the lobby because 
once tre band shifted into theatre 
property, Local 801 would raise 


a row. As a result, the promotion 
fizzled. 
None of the usual events iden- 


tified with premieres was permit- 
ted for last night’s (Tuesday) open- 


ing of ‘War and Peace.” Although 
billed as an invitational premiere, 
the area was not roped off nor were 
Kleig lights allowed. 








World's Naughtiest 
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for 
a 


variably almost all male, excep‘ 
an occasional woman—usually 
thrill-seeking tourist. 

Admission price is $1.25 top, less 
in the balcony. There are two 
shows nightly (at 9:30 and 11:30), 
and a matinee (3:30) on Sundays. 

The manager of the 
is Jose Orozco Garcia, 
bit of a character. At one time 
Orozco had a religious shrine 
the floor above the thea‘re, but he 
has placed it elsewhere. Says 
he, “I had heaven up there, and 
hell down here.” 

The show at the Shanghai con- 
sist of three parts. It starts out 
with the first scene of a play which 


who is a 


now 


is notable for its unsubtle double- 
entendres. This is followed by a 
musical revue, in which half a 


dozen uncoordinated women prance 
around until they are entirely bare. 

For about an hour and a half 
the scenes of the play and the re 
vu continue to alternate In- 
erspersed are a few acts, consist 
ing of a singer or a comedian or 
a dangg 

Finally. tl the theatre is darkened, 
and pix are shown. Fugitives from 
stag parties, these are not the 
type of film usually seen in public 
theatres. In fact, the Shanghai is 
probably the only public theatre in 
the world that does show them. 

Some other minor theatres re- 
cently attempted to show this type 
of film, but they made the mistake 
of publicly advertising. The mayor 
or Havana quickly ordered these 
places closed down. 

Customers at the Shanghai are 
sometimes disappointed at the ap- 
pearance of the girls in the show. 
Apologizes impresario Orozco, 
“Ours is a small country, and there 
are not many girls who are willing 
to appear naked.” 

And as for showing stag films, 
Orozco says in defense of his coun- 
try, “These films come from New 
York, Paris and Mexico City.” 


es 


several weeks the film com-, 


Romance the Teenagers for Biz 


James Nicholson’s Credo 


Gives ‘Gives Disk Jockeyes Vital 


Role in ‘Hot Rod Girl’ Campaign 





Greensboro, N.C., Votes 
‘Samoling’ of Films On 


A Pre-Selection Basis 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 21. 
Greensboro’s - board of Public 
Amusements last week voted 
unanimously to conduct a “sam- 


| pling” of local motion pictures for 


| agreed. 





group | 


; est 


did single out the 
|for 
the | 
who | 


the next several weeks and to re- | 


quire theatre managers to provide 


the board with lists of forthcom- | 


ing pictures. Saying that he dis- 
liked the word “investigation,” the 
Rev. Carl F. Herman made the mo- 
tion which was adopted. 

Members are to attend the mo- 
tion picture showings, but selec- 
tions of pictures are to be left to 
individual members, the _ board 
As a basis for deciding 
which pictures they will see, the 
board members are to be guided 
by titles, advertising and anything 
they may hear or read. 

Board Chairman L. P. McLen- 
don Jr. noted that a petition before 
the group did not name a specific 
film, but asked for an investigation 
“of types of movies currently be- 
ing shown in some of our down- 
town theatres.” The petitioners 
State Theatre 
criticism, declaring that it 
“does constantly project films that 
are, in nature, of a demoralizing 
influence.” 


IATSE Pulls Peak 1,300 





In K.C. as Meany Talks 


Kansas City, Aug. 21. 
Biennial convention of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees opened here yes- 
terday (Mon.) morning with more 
than 1,300 delegates on hand, larg- 
turnout in the history of the 


union. Opening day pleasantries 


| were expressed by Cyril Donovan, 


chairman (representing stage- 
| hands), and George Barrett, vice- 


chairman (representing motion pic- 
ture operators), of the local con- 
vention committee. 


A highlight of the convention 


i was an address by George Meany, 


| 


| port 


Shanghai | 


on | 


i tricts 
| Muehlebach 





AFL-CIO president today (Tues.), 
this being the first IATSE meeting 
since the merger of the two union 
groups 

Richard F. Walsh, IATSE prexy, 
made a comprehensive report on 
the status of the union during the 
past two years. Reports also are 
on the docket from Harland Holm- 
den, general secretary-treasurer, 
and the general executive board. 


Convention preceded by a 


was 
week of preparation, the IATSE 
board and group of top officers 


meeting all last week at the Hotel 
Muehlebach. Over the weekend 
conventions of the 14 IATSE dis- 
were held, some in the 
and some in the 
Auditorium, 


Trib Policy 


=a Continued from page 2 


Municipal 











definite policy on tv appearances, 


with the Trib merely drifting and 
allowing some staffers to make ap- 
pearances. Now the policy is one 


with the change 
the conventions, 


of encouragement, 
coming during 


when the Tribbers, from Reid on 
down, made appearances all over 
the lot. Reid himself, along with 


Roscoe 
Higgins, 


Drummond and Marguerite 
did a late-night radio re- 
from Chi for the 
vention Tex McCrary 
night on WRCA, while staffers 
Drummond, Miss Higgins, Don 
Whitehead and John Rogers made 
the rounds of such news panel 
shows as “Press Conference,” 
“Convention Searchlight” and 
“Cross Country Caucus.” 

Gardner, apart from his Sunday 
WRCA-TV show, starts a nightly 
tv strip on the same station soon; 
Cooke has a ABC Radio series 
along with the post-Pabst bouts on 
ABC-TV. Latest to take the plunge 
is advertising editor Joe Kaselow, 
who preems a nightly five-minute 
radio digest of Madison Ave. stuff | 
via WOR, 


hour one 


post-Con- | 





Boston, Aug. 21. 

Embassy Pictures Corp. is using 
disk jocks on 37 New England 
|radio stations in behalf of ‘Hot 
Rod Girl” and “Girls in Prison,” 
currently at the Paramount and 
|Fenway in Boston and day and 
‘date in 250 theatres in the six 
State region. 
| George Kraska, in charge of ex- 
ploitation for Embassy, which is 
distributing the two films made by 
| James Nicholson American Co. in 
Hollywood, has lined up hot rod 
parades in several cities along 
| With the deejay promotion. 

Nicholson, who was recently in 
| Boston, declares his faith in this 
| boxoffice credo: the 14-24 age 
bracket is the one to hit. He is 
aiming his pictures at that age 
group. 

Kraska, echoing, asserted that 
disk jocks have the ear of the 14 
to 24’s. Special transcriptions, 
made by producer Nicholson, are 
being used by jocks. 














‘Age of Teens’ 
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|coming pictures that will star or 
feature male thesps who, it’s hoped, 
will have the magic ingredient 
that'll make him a Dean, a Presley, 
/or a Marlon Brando. Although some 
effort is being made to develop 
| young femme performers, the main 
coneentration is on males who will 
draw the distaff teens, probably 
|lregarded as more vociferous in 
their hero-worshipping 

Presley, who has already made 
a dent in disks, personal appear- 
ances and on tv, is emerging as 
a hot picture property. He’s already 
set for “The Lonesome Cowboy” at 
Paramount and ‘“‘The Reno Bros.” 
at 20th-Fox, as well as a number 
of o'her pictures. Universal is 
placing considerable hope on John 
Saxon, a young graduate of its 
talent development school who 
makes his film debut in “The Un- 
guarded Moment.” Metro’s con- 
tender is John Kerr, repeating his 
stage role opposite Deborah Kerr 


in “Tea and Sympathy.” 

Don Murray, who stars opposite 
Marilyn Monroe in “Bus Stop” and 
who is also set for a top role 
in Hecht-Lancaster’s “Bachelor 
Party,” is 20th’s contribution for 
future stardom. RKO is banking 
'on a number of teen-types, includ- 
ing, of course, Eddie Fisher, who 
makes his film debut in ‘‘Bundle 
of Joy.” Also on RKO’s hopeful 
list is James MacArthur, son of 
Helen Hayes and the late Charles 
MacArthur. Tab Hunter, who has 
been around for several years, is 
nevertheless getting extra special 
‘attention from Warner Bros. An- 
thony Perkins, son of the late Os- 
good Perkins, is also receiving at- 


tention from the film companies. 
Sal Mineo, who appeared in “Rebel 
Without A Cause” and ‘Somebody 
Up There Likes Me,” is another 
young performer geared for the 
teenage audience. Paul Newman, 
who stars in that picture, rates, too, 
as.a member of the Brando-Dean 
school. 

Talent diggers maintain that they 


are looking for all types of per- 
formers who can achieve b.o. ap- 
peal, but admit that special ef- 
forts are being made to come up 


with thesps who will cause teen- 


age shouting. The problem, it’s 
maintained, is not only to find the 
performer but also to select the 


right vehicle that will present the 
newcomer under the most auspl- 
cious circumstances. 





~ Showtune Writers 
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sna 


|via subsid publishing firms. R&H 
| are repped via Williamson Music 
and Porter with Buxton Hill. Now, 
however, the cleffers are on a do- 
it-yourself kick. Mercer has set up 
Commander Music to handle the 
“Li'l Abner” score while the Miss 
Comden-Green-Styne team formed 
| Stratford Music for “Bells.” Bob 
Merrill, who’s got ‘Pay the Piper,’ 
a musicalization of Eugene O’Neill’s 
| “Anna Christie,” due this season, 
| will publish the score via his own 
|Valyr Music firm. Frank Loesser 
puts his scores into his Frank 
} Music operation, 


am. 
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iX loneering— y e Cohn’s operation at Columbia, 7 
now that his Screen Gems is such 
=_ Continued from page 1 la successful adjunct.” (N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
Hollywood, as now constituted, is;two young people (he mentioned | But wh one aoe a For Week Ending Tuesday (21) 
sometimes sadly lacking in enter-| Tab Hunter, Audie Murphy, Na- | seems the cogaee oer ain: t e be m- 1956 Net 
on talie Wood, George Nader as typi-| makers have gotten away from ; 
meg ' ‘al newcomers) as doing very well| What should be their dedicated} High Low Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
So strongly does he believe that ee his anens o | purpose—the running of a busi- in 100s High Low Close for week 
seg ee ee “They all have to do it. Metro |ness, not a series of opportunistic 322 2458 Aus Beret 7 36 31" 30% 30" e1g 
us fer a tong me ae AD ised to do it. Sure, when they |r “copper-riveted” ventures as he} 317% 227%, CBS “A” ... 213 327% 287% 2938 —214 
plans to engage directly in motion ae A a "Crime fanen’t Pay’ l calls it. 3134 2234 CBS “B” ... 125 3214 291% 297% 2% 
picture production. a ie ae yp oaiyges * , in- | Hollywood and tv may, in time,} 26%4 18% Col Pix ..... 48 22% $20% j.20% #j—1% 
He feels that legally he can, in S¢Ties it did not do so with the in-|_— vod rd awe ea 163 etre td 108 153% 143% 1434 rs 
is an.) tent that Robert Taylor would | coor¢ inate their resources or , M4 -222 20 a ry aaa ” 
light of the divorcement decree, emerge as a big star, but that’s | Most benevolent results from the| 1C0%4 7534 Eastman Kdk 76 9734 9334 9412 — yng 
i hile p.ans are set he is wail- . ids et 2 natree which an- 7 ly, ee V4 V/ 314 am St 
i for ee numa ica Cae oe ype era 4 ‘Other ‘dit- car ho be ge Riggers sede a PA 12 . Bi List Ind 103 rs 36 83% + Va 
: ; ‘ 4 ale as vreloved. thers dit- . : . . re be ; att bay : 
ington just to make sure. — go Agere te pot they |bits of the “new” post-television| 2516 187% Loew s aes 281 21% 20 20 | —1l¢ 
It is strongly reported that Si { ‘s thre stars when one star | Picture business. 914 712 Nat. Thea 4 a e 8 — 
Fabian’s Stanley Warner Theatres — trick. I've told that| Hollywood's resourcefulness, ever 3612 30% Paramount .. 84 3318 3236 33 + 6 
plans a similar production enier- 4, the producers They argue that manifested in crisis, may well 3612 20% Philco ...... 129 21%8 2058 2054 + % 
prise. This is regardless of the |;hats the insurance for the smash |€Merge an even greater force be-| 5036 41% RCA ........ 239 4458 = 4272 4298 — 
abortive attempt to acquire Wate | scveunee All these are surviving | Cause of this pingpong coordina- 87% 634 Republic 12 ie a" — —l 
2 r 2 ic ‘e 2 Se d ° sce wih J i , | j rj Ww j 1 23 . eee 3 a 
ner Bros. which eventualy saW jioneers, too, who remember full | "0" with the new tv medium. 15'8 12%4 Rep., pfd : 4 1 Mey - 51, 
fis would-be banking ally, Serge well that a $1,000,000 gross was a This, along with the recent 90c 1734 15 Stanley War. 238 15% Sore ap ip 
~e > > - 4 > Wire Al +3 ¢ ad ’ ’ ws Ss ¢ me ee Ras ‘ s 14 © re 71 a 
Semenenko of the First National dream: then when they grew ad- tax respite, may give theatres its 2818 2218 Storer mere 28 2758 he ates = ve 
Bank of Boston, along with Charles , ; aE sani ‘best postwar opportunities yet. 291%, 211, 20th-Fox .... 76 25 434 4 8 
- sai a ies venturous they'd risk a $1,000,000 , ni P ue +4 2514 . a 
Allen Jr., David Baird, Jack L. ‘ ; A ; ? : Two-P d Patt 2934 2412 Univ. Pix 10 25% 2518 5%4 + 4% 
Warner, et al., buying control of Production. Today they talk that er ig» oD ca eg 821 75 Univ, pfd...*140 76 14% Tai —1% 
jarner, et al.. buying control of jing of money for the basic prop-| Certainiy Goldenson’s opinion| $<.? . Gece 734 1% 27% —¥ 
W B. Stan ey W arner, nonetheless, hes ] » h . y it is one of the few erha th fir t 26°34 1814 Warner Bros. 227 27 7% 27 78 "8 = 
feels (1) it has the legal right to|°™tY Sone. and they augment it) tof dehnitive ap.| 141% 101 Zenith 25 109 106 106 on § 
anmete tn siete coduction. and | With millions of dollars worth of | with any sort of definitive ap- > ee fe ees 
ian” dutaien “ia pith a egg marquee values and_ production | proach to the state of the picture American Stock Exchange 
tain a lifeline to the boxoffice via | Mt forgetting taking in partners | business as of now. By and large Ym 354 Alli ists 1 41 4\, “~ — 
increased product jwith . percentages to the stars|the industry has explored and de- as — = is 36 36 1g 
z I sae a where formerly they developed|plored, declaimed and _ decried, 1344 9% AlldArt.,pfd. 3 10% 10% 10% aie 
Goldenson simflarly isn't just the potent new faces). and they’re mostly blaming television, but 218 1's Cc. & € Super 567 7. 118 ; 8 —* beg 
being altruistic about wanting to shooting dice with $3,000,000 and |none has voiced a pattern for the| 10 5% DuMont.... 54 6% : ae 
perpetuate the picture business; ypwards and all figure it’s gotta| two media—production and dis- 312254 Guild Films 49 334 318 ." oe 4 
won gy ata Ms — a —_— and be an almost-$10,000,000 grosser, | tribution versus tv, in re the fhe- te a ede Telefilm o 5. Hi 354 ~~ 
> or re product, and ‘2) o, else. atres. In fact, Goldenson carries 4 “4 sokiatron -. 7 My rar 
room for .. new savvy and enter- “Well, that’s carrying inflation | it a third step further by enlist- 13% 93% Technicolor 97 $0 tp on — “A 
prise on fim merchandising ideas. 'too far. Certainly it’s not the pic-|ing the television potential. 4 3  Trans-Lux .. 24 312 3% 312 + “4 
actor ture business. It’s not showman- t is not enough to plead the } iti 
‘or ex: > . “ty i icky . r . “ae : 9 y] - ba ecurilie 
type senna igh og will be chip and it’s not good business. | Cause of “big pictures” and “block- Over-the-Counter 5 4 
a \de weaned the cameras before But when Universal ean take an | busters” on the one hand or “more Bid Ask T°? 
be 9 —— tcl of Fg Audie Murphy and make ‘To Hell | pictures to feed the little exhib- Ampex ...... Sere ee eee eT 40°% 4334 +3% 
‘merchandisers with a 1256) and Back’ for $500,000 and gross |itor” on the other. Chesapeake Industries .........-.eeeee08 2)4 3 —_— 
approach think through and ec ‘ ; = 
eleee themente rousn and Con- $5,500,000, that’s showmanship.” Goldenson has even set a pat-| Cinerama Inc. (evenedsetscssaeess 200 158 — 
ool rage ves wie can sell this That Sales Overhead itern for the type of pictures he| Cinerama Prod. Maeencessecees ae . —% 
P r+ Cet gy ee ea In’ the distribution aspects, Plans making himself. ‘They will DuMont Broadcasting ...........-+++. owe FT 712 — 
— . S a ¥ e Impatient Goldenson who had been groomed be in the $200,000 to $300,000 Magna Theatres ..... err ne shee a oe ° 23% 314 + % 
with some of the stodgy picture- ” “ . 13 1 
selling methods not | og ee by Barney Balaban to head up | area,” says he, “at least while we Official Films ...... soccccecenvonccosens 396 2 4 — 
“sh cine ac tn ype 4 orvilng ws Paramount until divorcement|are_ starting to learn, first-hand, Polaroid .§ .....cccceeee peenee’s seseseeee 82 85. —s 
tes pid ths a 7 “?. ed ¢ a edicted he take over the theatre | realistically, the business of pro- U. A. Theatres ....cccrcccecccvcecvevess 6°4 134 + ‘8 
sub-ed Re jue, Dut on the circuit instead. had long opposed | duction for ourselves, by  our- Walt Disney -ticauseetcekaceesssects. OO 49 +2 
“Aw, we did that 25 years aso” the staggering sales overhead. | Selves, I don’t know the themes | ————— 
was cited by Prin o- one pet Baill Each major has a $7,000,000 an-| Other than one thing is sure—j| * Actual Volume. 


answer to a stunt the television 
people hive been capitalizing on 
To this Goldenson wonders, “Then 











nual load on the sales end, he fig- 
ures, and Goldenson is convinced 
the industry can and must cut that 





ve’re not going to make just any-| 
thing; it has to be a subject which 
will give us something to sell.” 


tations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 











© ae ee x cas : oi 
why not do it erain, or bring it $40,000,000 to $50,000,000 distribu- gy ~ olan age be the stu | 7 . é * ba J 
up to date for benefit of the pic- “tO” overhead, domestically, at|dio froducer. He has a couple | woo S iS S our | @ 
ture business and not let it go /°5! 6@®, that is, a saving of over | Of potentials lined up for that job | 


at that because once tried it has to 
be buried forever.” 
But th's 


$30,000,000. 
He cites that 10 people in 10 key 
theatre chains account for 60 to 


who would coordinate all their 
production thinking and realization 
with the eastern sellers and 
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Japan. “The Jean Harlow Story” is 








is an incidental gripe . e€x- | thony: and “Bojangles,” 
al ripe | 71, . , i : | he ; , 
to the general selling. It’s part also 79%. of the film product buying | Ploiteers—otherwise it will not be | Robinson story. | also on the agenda. " 
of the general intra-industry in- | !0r the theatres. done. | Columbia, as followup to its | RKO recently completed The 
ertia. On the one hand a topmost | Goldenson feels that anything be- | I Duchin depiction, will put “The|Day They Gave Babies Away, 
studio topper acted as if the pic- YOnd the cream 8,500 accounts is | ; | Sena Eagels Story” before the | Story of Robert and Mamie Eun- 
ture bus'ness was about ready to @ dead loss under the law of di-| MPAA Hint | cameras as a Kim Novak starrer. |$0n, grandparents of writer Dale 
resign from the earth: and to this ™inishing returns. He feels six $ ae pec Ti nay is “Sarak” Eunson. who wrote the original 
Goldenson objects because of the or seven exchanges, whether In- | ————} Continued from page 5 which Warwick turned out based upon which film is based Studio is 
nevative hain - reaction. “How Gividually or pooled, can service pipes ‘see errors cs acealine tater én tae ete ltalking with Perry Como anent 
can we generate any enthusiasm the hinterland accounts and “let = oe to an indie Teleaser, in Col’s a t Frontier in India. Coming up |taking over title role in “The Old 
. ’ ° ‘ ‘ aca O*#F rar . , J . iT > ’ a. ee F : 
and excitement and showmanship, €™ come in or write into the ex- sends Edward L. Kingsley, who — Like Tvrone Power's “Lorenzo the Maestro,” the Ben Bernie story 
which is te essence of our busi- | changes. I've long argued that ~ 4 say me ho one veri sMauniticent ” dealing with the |which rolls around first of the 
ness if he acts that way?” the boast about 12,000 and 13,000 , hey itself ag a —— pe nar “The Seeske Liszt Story,” | year. 
ie Hlatntinand’ ee eo /C “acts is a verv costly vr _| Which says, once there are a suffi- | Meaicis, é ee oe 7 : - / ee ‘ 
On the distribution aspect more |Contracts is a very costly propo-| |. ber of specialized houses, |and “The Wheel,” life of Gandhi.| Allied Artists is projecting “The 
anon sition and cuts in deeply on the | Client number of specialized houses, | an 1e , - : : " 
oe ; yy ' a a special seal might be considered. | a | Victor Riesel Story,’ dealing with 
On Hollywood production in cream 8,500 accounts, which are | @ 5P€Cclal sea ent be considered. Other Biopix | o00 Site at nenmantl 
‘ee : It’s noted. however. that the Code ‘ — the N.Y. labor columnist recently 
goneral, Go'denson wants to know, | the profit to the producer and dis- : , , ; Paramount already has finishec blinded. and United Artists has a 
“Since when ' it written in the tributor.” revamp committee stuck to non-/|« phe Buster Keaton Story” and fooers page Aono eh Se < 
9 ‘ . ° 4 -h-I2 rm > } ’ re : : } c N ° ° - 
books that eve -v $3,000,000 picture It is common knowledge that in English language pix, ie., didn’t | .rrently has two additional biopix lis doing “Mark of the Apache,” 
must do $7.009.000 to $10,000,000 | the reappraisal of theatres and ex- extend Its consideration to the ‘in work, “Beau James,” the late | Chief Red Sleeves . 
gross? You build a business by, hibition the so-called 17,000 the- British films. Theory is that any | Jimmy Walker, former N.Y. mayor; | . ‘* 

. . ° - y = ol? » - ay > ° . | 
building a catalog. For years and atres have become academic for non-English language — pee ‘d auto- and “The Jim Piersall Story. - 
years every successful studio knew many reasons. One is the upsurge | matically has a limited adult '“The Red Nichols Story” rolls in | . . 
that it would come out with seven, of drive-ins, some 5.000 of them audience. .. |the Fall as a Danny Kaye vehicle, | Biopix Peak 
or echt unequivocal hits; there new, which is a healthier offset to Since exhibitors have shown lit- and Frank Sinatra will star in 

] » i! aS nN Y ar) ‘ \ t > j li < i rec 2 . - . . en : 1: . . ae Ms i é . ao. a 
would be just as many flops; and the lesser houses. Secondly, many oe os — be .- . — a “Jokers Wild,” spotlighting Joe KE. jo" Continued from page 3 Sat 

> eT > e r of : , vorry abo Sez - Ag : . a Oe 
th rye Mier ’ body of were obsolete, decadent, basically sanbane ae wena are 5 Bh “ ina Lewis. There is also a possibility | rangement has, as yet, been made 
leir outpu the break-even or attractive anti sno, | Servers are W > ‘ Spc- i... . af RAE ea yea : : _ : ‘ 
+ . Cann . . Sie . unattractive, not to mie ntion fire ‘ial seal fil > ld b li + d Par will do Topsy and Ev a, based for the Andrews film, the finalizae 
just ‘make a few bucks’ type of trap and other hazards, so they | ©'2. S€@) tim Could pe ee we the Duncan Sisters 
pictures were long overdue for ‘the scrap certain houses only, particularly if | °" ae oar ie a) 1 Rock ition of the deal awaiting the come 
Po , re - . : a “ Bia . ae" Ae ° in as , » , E 
Keep Rollin’ Along heap. The advent of television the picture—“Diabolique,” fot in- | <tr ta cg ab ay") pen pletion of the screenplay. 

But meantime it kept a studio merely accelerated something that | St@"¢e—'s a Sane. | See eee ae onli f | However, on the basis of “Edge,” 
rolling It built up values. It! was inevitable Also, question is asked, what hap- | showing, also is in the midst oO thier ds 
acquired properties. The inherent Geldeusen doesn’t minimize the | P©™® if a special seal is handed out |camera work on “The Wings of | Talent Associates has completed a 
business grew in size and stature ty inroads but, as a television ty-|*° 3 French import which is later | Eagles,” story of Naval hero|second deal with Metro. It calls 

. « . o Ge < - . 4 . ° ° ° ‘ | ~ * a a? . ” Pin a | ¥ ' 
and values It permited newcom- coon himself. he jules wxtin of dubbed for wide distribution? | Comdr. Frank Spig Wead. in for TA, with Susskind at the pro- 
ers to come along New writers, |, ra : pe scripting stage are “I Accuse,” the p ae 
. the picture business. a —— ——— 665F nacw ‘hatin? | duction helm, to film “The Greate 
producers, directors, stars were aa oss < a i Dreyfus case; Your Cheatin ; og e si 
th ona pteed  enanbail Vision Vis-a-Vis Video . \Weart.” hillbilly singer Hank Wil est Ride In Town,” an original come- 
iS 1l¢ irtured eated part, y s F - : 
brought » fullest fruition unde He has two major thoughts on Exhibs Re Appeals | liams ” edy by Robert Mendes. Story con- 
that in 7 ih that score One is the lack of giz eerste R a cerns a Brooklyn trolley car motore- 
” ane Age" eee .' vision on the part of the majors in| === Continued from page 5 Same Warners already has Alfred |man who becomes enmeshed in 
( do it today. Universal is ae I J . , ; Hitcheock’s “The Wrong Man” ’ ; 
onc. Columbia is another that has that 1948-53 period when tv was/|trying to get us to help them off a 1UC ee s A1¢ & sal bureaucracy. It’s described as a 
Ca Pe ears ph mee. coming along to build new per-| hot spot,” he opined. “If distribu- completed, story of Manny Balis-|¢g9medy in the manner of those 
created some Ww marquee names, I . z . ‘er N.Y sicii falsely ac- ; 
so mu co t these new virile SOMalities attuned to the kids. The | tion showed that kind of coopera- | ero, N.Y. musiclan Tals€ly  « made famous by Harold Lloyd and 
vouns pecon! ecome good trad. Other is the conviction that the|tive attitude in other areas, we'd cused of a holdup; and is in final | Buster Keaton. Danny Kaye is 
ing commo fo acauire a ma-/ Picture business must take cogniz- | all be better off.” | stages of lensing “The Spirit of St. | being sought for the lead. Martin 
aly 1} ) « < ia~ » . . aka _ . _ | : ” ‘ ‘hs xc (|| ; or | . é : on ” 
turer and ed ‘bigger’ star ®nce of working with television. Spyros P. Skouras Jr. of Skouras | Louis, C ol. ¢ harles A. Lindbergh. | Ritt, who directed “Edge,” based 
from a mis" lot. “It’s not that tv needs Hollywood | Theatres also approved of the idea, | “Why Was I Born, the Helen Mor- |On Robert Alan Aurthur’s tv play, 
Task Se today it’s an oppor- but that Hollywood must tool its|but felt strongly that “impartial” | 8am story, goes in the fall. Also on |is also set to guide “Greatest 
* ‘ . . | . « > ar ss ” . ” : ~ 
tunistic bus ness Mavbe that’s thinking to create also for the/|representation on the appeals _ the agenda are “John Paul Jones | Ride.” Picture, to be financed and 
i . ; . . ‘ “ . Va e mc? > j ' i 
because vou say that their think. Video medium, coordinate between | board was needed. MPAA commit- | 4nd Darby's Rangers,” dealing eres by Metro, will be filmed 
ing is ‘onlv the blockbusters do the two, and possibly find that tee had firmly turned thumbs down | with exploits of Col. William O.\entirely in New York, as was 

. ’ ® P oe . s " . . . . ar r « « . | ae ” 
business’ and the B’s and the ‘ner- from tv might emerge a film ra-|on non-industry voices having a/|Darby and his raiders in W aed Edge. 
vous A’s’ are poison. I know all quee value,” he feels. “In a) say-so on Code matters. (War Il, | “Greatest Ride” is scheduled for 
those arguments. But I also know Measure we have that slightly via| Several of the theatre ops ex: | Twentieth-Fox has “The Best production next June. It will fol- 
at our own boxoffices from coast the Walt Disney-Fess Parker im-| pressed the opinion that, if there | Things in Life Are Free,” DeSylva, | low TA’s “Shadow of ‘a Champ,” 
to coast that many an ‘A’ doesn’t pact. Jack Warner has a couple) was to be representation, it should | Brown & Henderson songwriting also based on an Aurthur tv script, 

} 


do the business of these so-called 
lesser entries. Some have pro- 
duced surprisingiy good grosses. I 


of potentials from the ‘WB Pre- 
sents’ tv show, he was telling me. 
There must be others. This by no 


be via their associations. At the 
same time, they doubted that this 
would serve to greatly influence 


team, in the can, and next week 
launches “The Reno Brothers,’ 


‘story of the Confederate brothers. 


which is scheduled for production 
by Kirk Douglas’ Bryna Produc- 
tions in February, with United Ar- 





can name you any number of) means means selling out or dis-| the mass of exhibs, many of whom | Prepping is a new version of tists releasing. 
ag which he- did, indicating posing of residuals to tv. The haven't been altogether happy with |“Jesse James,” and also being| The Andrews Sisters project is 
nat a topical actioner, a science- new medium can well be har-|the interpretation and application readied is “The Townsend Harris | pencilled in for filming in October, 


fiction, a light romance between, nessed by or at least coordinated | of the Code. |Story,” first U.S. Ambassador to ‘1957, 
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596,612,900! 


This is the total number of times people will 
be reached in M-G-M’'s great all-media 
saturation campaign across America, syn- 

M-G-M presents chronized with simultaneous nationwide 
“Tea and playdates. WE'RE PUTTING A BUNDLE ON A 


Sympathy” SURE-FIRE FAVORITE! 


in CINEMASCOPE and METROCOLOR 


Starring 


Deborah Kerr 
John Kerr 


‘ with 
Leif Erickson *- Edward Andrews 












Screen Play by 
Robert Anderson 


Based on the Play by Robert Anderson 
Directed by CE 
Vincente Minnelli 
Produced by 
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Newspaper Ads, Roding 
A ouszine = TV, .) 













ADS IN THESE TOP MAGAZINES 


LIFE COSMOPOLITAN SEVENTEEN MOVIELAND 
LOOK GOOD WOMAN’S HOME MOTION PICTURE 
SATURDAY HOUSEKEEPING COMPANION MOVIE LIFE 

EVENING POST McCALL’S PHOTOPLAY SCREENLAND 
COLLIER’S PARENTS’ MODERN SCREEN MOVIE STARS PARADE 
REDBOOK TRUE STORY SCREEN STORIES. FILMLAND 


Full pages in Life, Saturday Evening Post, Look, Cosmopolitan, Ladies’ Home Journal, McCall’s, Redbook, 
Woman’s Home Companion. M-G-M’s famed “Picture of The Month” column in Collier’s, Cosmopolitan, Good 


Housekeeping, Look, McCall’s, Parents’, Redbook, Seventeen, True Story, Woman’s Home Companion. “‘Lion’s 
Roar’ column in Saturday Evening Post. 


FIVE-FOLD NEWSPAPER PLAN IN SATURATION ON RADIO AND 


90 CITIES TV IN 50 TOP MARKETS 
Blanketing the nation in the newspapers, spanning 90 Two weeks before the simultaneous nationwide book- 
cities of 100,000 or over, a five-fold ad barrage: ings, M-G-M wil launch one of its greatest pro- 
; ; ions an i0. 5 lit 
1. 500 line dispiay ad on Sunday, September 16th or iene yetiied . o Rade - wud dens maenye — 
markets of America there will be an extended campaign 
thereabouts on amusement page. ' ; ane 
with a new angle, involving participation by hundreds 
2 400 line display ad on September 17th or 18th of popular personalities of TV and Radio, ‘‘News” 
in preferred position on news page. and “‘Commentators,” ‘Women’s Programs,” ““Teen- 
' ‘ Pp ” etc. inion-mak 
3. 700 line display ad on Sunday, September 23rd or Age Programs,” etc., the vast opinion-makers of all 
age groups. 
thereabouts on amusement page. 
4. 350 line display ad on TV page either the day of or PHONE M-G-M TODAY! 


day bef ; : : 
ay berore Opening If you haven’t set your date, do it now in order to 


5. Co-operative display campaign geared to playdates. cash in on this tremendous release-date-penetration. 








18 PICTURES 


VARIETY 
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Picture Grosses 








BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Proud and Profane” looks okay 
in third week at Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; $1-$1.50)— 
“Eddy Duchin Story” (Col). Sock 
$25,000 or near. Last week, “Moby 
Dick” (WB) (7th wk-4 days), $4,009. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (678; 
90-$1.25)—"‘One Summer Happi- 
ness’ (Times) (7th wk). Sturdy 
$5,000. Last week, ditto. 

Cinerama (Cinerama _  Produc- 
tions) (1.354; $1.20-$2.65)—‘Cine- 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (52d-final 
wk). Rousing $22,000, hypoed by 
two extra mats and closing ads. 
Last week, $20,000. 

Exeter (indie) 


(1,200; 60-$1)— 


“Wages of Fear” (DCA) and “Ani- ; 


$5.000. 
(jn- 


mal Farm” (DCA). Oke 
Last week, “Phantom Horse” 
die) (2d wk), $3.500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1)— 
“Hot Rod Girls” (Indie) and “Girls 
in Prison” (Indie). Hot $8,000. Last 
week, “Satellite in Sky” (WB) and 
“7? Men From Now” (WB), $4.000. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—‘Gaby” (M-G) (8th wk). Light 
$3,000. Last week, $3,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.25) 


—‘“Bus Stop” (20th). Fancy $21,- 
000 or more. Holds. Last week, 
“Bigger Than Life” (20th) and} 


“Female Jungle” (AR), $11,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) 
$1.25)—‘“‘Proud and Profane” (Par) 
(3d wk). Okay $9,000. Last week, 
$12,000. 

Pilgrim 
“Naked City” 
Force” (DCA). 
week, “Foreign Intrigue” 
“Nightmare” (UA), $8,000. 

Paramount (NET) 
—“Hot Rod Girls” 
“Girls in Prison” (Indie). Lofty 
$21,000. Last week, “Satellite in 
Sky” (WB) and “7 Men From Now” 
(WB), $10,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 
“High Society” (M-G) (2d wk). Ter- 
rific $20,000 or better. May hold a 
third. Last week, $6,000, way over 
expectations. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 
“High Society” (M-G) (2d. wk). 
Slick $12,000. Last week, $20,000 


, 


(ATC) (2,100; 65-95)— 
(DCA) and “Brute 
Weak $4,000. Last 
(UA) and 


(Indie) and 


BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 9) 


Up There Likes Me” (M-G) (6th 
wk), $13,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; $1-$2)— 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (8th wk). Sev- 


enth week ended yesterday (Tues.) 
was big $9,500. Sixth was $11,000. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540: 
$1-$1.50)—‘‘La Strada” (T-L) (6th 


wk). Fifth session ended Sunday 
(19) was smash $12,000. Fourth 


was $14,000 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060: 50-$2 
—'Bigger Than Life’ (20th) (3d- 
final wk). Third stanza winding 
up today (Wed.) looks to hold with 
Okay $12,000. Second was $13,000 
“Burning Hills” (WB) opens tomor- 


row (Thurs.) 

Warner (Cinerama Prod 1.600 
$1.20-$3.50 “Seven Wonde! ol 
World” (Indie 19th wk Ch 18th 
session ended Saturday 18) was 
socko ($48,900, heat hurting late 
in week Che 17th week was $52.- 
900. Stays indef 

55th Street Playhouse (B-F) (250: 
$1.25-$2.50 “Bullfight”’ Janus 
(Sth wk Seventh round ended 
Monday (20) was good $5,500 after 


$6,500 in 


Sixth, 


C 


HICAGO 


Continued from page 9 
$3.40 Cinerama Holiday Indi 
62d wk Sleady $25,000. Last 
week, #$26,900 

Rooseveit (B&K) (1,400: 65-98 
—‘‘Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” (Col) 
and “Werewolf” (Col) (2d wk.) Hot- 


sy $19,000. Last week, $22,000 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,400: 98 
$1.25)—"‘Away All Boats’ (U) (2d 
wk). Mighty $36,000. Last week, 


$40,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: $1.25) 
—'‘‘Ladykillers’ (Cont) (8th wk). 
Loud $7,000. Last week, $5,800. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 98- 
$1.25)—"“Trapeze” (UA) (10ih wk). 
Okay $15,000. Last week, $16.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,206: 
$1.50—"Duchin Story” (Col) 
wk). Big $25,000. Last 
$27,000. 

World (Indie) (430: 98-—“Last 
10 Days” (Col) (4th wk). Plump $4,- 
200. Last week, $4,600. 

Ziegfeld (Davis) (430: 
“Rififi’” (UMPO) (3d wk), 
000. Last week, $9,500. 





week, 


co —_— 
Big $8.- 


(4,357; 75- | 


(1,700; 60-$1) | 


98- | 
(7th | 


Denver Likes ‘Society, 
$25,000; ‘Land’ Rich 


Denver, Aug. 

“High Society” is the big news 
here this round, and holds over at 
Orpheum, ‘“Pardners” perched the 


Denham, and stays on, “Walk 
Proud Land” looks fine at Para- 
mount. 


Estimates for This Week 

Centre (Fox) (1,247; 75-$1.25)— 
“King and I” (20th) (8th wk). Good 
$11.000, and record 8 weeks here. 
Last week, same. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 69-$1) 
—‘Pardners” (Par). Big $13,000. 
Last week, 
(Par) (4th wk), $7,000. 

Denver (fox) (2,525; 60-$1)— 
“Safari” (Col) and “Inside De- 
troit’ (Col). Fair $10,000. Hoids. 
Last week, “Francis in Haunted 
House” (U) and “Star in Dust” (U), 
$11,000. . 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 60-$1)-- 
“H' gh Society’ (M-G). Great $25,- 
000. Stays on. Last week, “Some- 


hody Up There Likes Me” (M-G), 
$11,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 
60-$1)—"‘Walk Proud Land” (UV) 


and “Killing” (UA). Fine $14,000 
or close. Last week, “Run For 
Sun” (UA) and “Quincanno” (UA), 
$12,000. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
over. Last week, $16,500 plus $65,- 





600 in two nabes, seven drive-ins. | 


Orpheum, Hollywood, Uptown, 


Loyola (Metropolitan-FWC) (2,213; | 


756; 1,715; 1,248; 80-$1.50)—‘‘Tra- 
peze” (UA) and “Emergency Hos- 
pital” (Indie) (2d wk). Fancy $29,- 
000. Last week, great $40,800. 

Downtown Paramount (ABPT) 
(3.300: 80-$1.50)—“‘Satellite in Sky” 
(WB) and “Seven Men from Now 
(WB) (2d wk). Thin $5,500. Last 
week, with Wiltern, Hawaii, $24,- 
000 plus 966,700 in one nabe, eight 
drive-ins. 

Pantages (RKO) (2,812; $1-$1.75) 
—“High’ Society” (M-G) (3d_ wk). 
Fast $24.000. Last week, $28,700. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1.430: $1-$1.50)—“That Certain 
Feeling” (Par) (7th wk). Slow 
$3,500. Last week, $4,100. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; 
$2.40)—“King and I” (20th) 
wk). Sock $20,600. Last 
$23 400. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1.612; $1- 
$1.75)—"‘Duchin Story” (Col) (8th 
wk). Fat $7,500. Last week, same. 

Four Star (UATC) (868; 90-$1.50) 

“Proud and Profane” (Par) (10th 
wk). Big $5,000. Last week, ditto. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1.25- 
$1.75)—“Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) 
11th wk). Good $3,900. Last week, 
$4.600. 

Egyptian, United Artists (UATC) 


$1.25- 
(8th 
week, 


(1.411: 1,242; $1.10-$2.75)—‘‘Okla- 
homa” (Magna) (40th week Egyp- 


tian, 34th wk U.A.). Swell $19,000. 
Last week, same. 


Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364; 
$1.20-$2.65) —“Cinerama Holiday 
(Indie) (41st wk). Into current 


stanza Sunday (19) after big $33,- 
200 last week. 


Prof’s 640’ Royalty 


page 1 
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Cranford gets one-third. The extra 


money comes from the further ex- 
tension of the idea into the ‘$64,- 
000 Challenge” which stretches Dr 
Cranford’s share from $500 to 


$750 and Biow personally collects 
the other two-thirds. 
Incidentally, vet adman Biow is 


mulling a number of propositions 


while he is in process of liquidat- 
ing the agency bearing his name 
whose billings ran into the mil- 
Llons, 

He may go into vidpix produc- 
tion. He has bids to buy into tv 


stations; also propositions to take 
board memberships in exchange 
for his consultative services. There 
is also talk of. a Governmental 
vost. However, judging by the 
manner in which past and prospec- 
tive new clients have been leaning 
on him, Biow’s intimates aver 
“don't be too surprised if he set 
up shop again in the advertising 
business.” 


McCarrick EK Treas. 


Rochester, Aug. 21. 
Thomas J. McGarrick, assistant 
comptroller of Eastman 
since February, 1942, last 
was named general comptroller of 
the company. 
He replaces Cornelius J. Van 
Niel, who plans to retire at the end 





1 of the year. 
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“Proud and Profane” | 


Kodak | 
week | 


| Foreign Industries Must 


Establish N.Y. Offices To 





Need for foreign industries to 
maintain offices in New York to 
facilitate commercial contact with 
the independent U.S. importers 
and distributors was stressed in 
N.Y. last week by Richard Brandt, 


head of the Trans-Lux artie chain 
and of Trans-Lux Distributing, 
which handles foreign lingualers. 


Brandt, who left Saturday (18) 
to attend the Venice film festival 
and scout the European product, 
said that his outfit was considering 
the establishment of French and 
'Italian corporations “to function 
as our purchasing agents.” 

“Unless they’re on an outright 
basis, deals today are so compli- 
cated, it’s necessary to have some- 
York to deal with,” 


}one in New 
| Brandt opined. “The industries 
abroad should maintain represen- 


tatives in New York who are em- 
powered to sign contracts and 
make deals. We used to deal with 
ithe Italians through IFE. But 
that’s more or less gone now. If 
the Europeans don’t move on this 
soon, we will.” 

With reference to “La Strada,” 
ithe Italian pic which Trans-Lux 
is handling in the U.S. and which 
|shapes as an important grosser, 
| Brandt said his company had last 
week allocated $100,000 for an ad- 
pub campaign in 10 key situations 
over .the next three months. 
Among the cities are Boston, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Philadel- 
phia and Washington. 

Import, for which Trans-Lux 
paid $65,000 on an outright basis 
(excepting a 10% participation for 
j}actor Anthony Quinn), so far has 
| played only New York and Prov- 
incetown, where it broke the house 
record at the Art Cinema and was 


held over. It won’t get a national | 
'‘lywed husband, a 
|leaves home 
|won’t return. 
ima, she sees the manager struck 
|down by his opened safe, and is 
|chased by one of the thieves. 
|terrified girl dashes into the street 


release date till Christmas. 

“We are going to give ‘La Strada’ 
|a New York-iype buildup in each 
city,” Brandt said. “We are send- 
ing a publicity-exploitation expert 
into each situation. If properly 
sold, we are convinced this is one 
of those European films that has 
a huge market here.” 

As an example of how special- 
ized selling can put over an offbeat 
entry, Brandt cited “Lili,’ the 
Metro release. Pic grossed about 
$1,500,000, of which some $300,000 
came from the Trans-Lux 52d St. 
Theatre in N.Y. alone. Altogether, 
the N.Y. area accounted for be- 
tween 40° to 50% of the “Lili” 
coin, Brandt said 
tion of dubbing 


“La Strada.” 





Cartoons, Shorts in M-G’s 

‘Carnival’ for N.Y. Ride 
leaf 
countries, where cartoon and short 


Taking a from European 


subject festivals are popular, Metro 





has selected a group of its out- 
cartoons and two-reelers 
of the past and has assembled 
them as “The M-G-M Carnival.” 
The short films will be offered 
as the complete program at the 
Plaza, N.Y., starting Aug. 28 and 
running for three weeks. On the 
program will be seven “Tom and 
Jerry” cartoons, two Robert Bench- | 
ley shorts (“See Your Doctor” and | 
“How to Sublet’), and two ‘Pass- 
ing Parade’ ’subjects. 
' oa ues _ - a a oe Se ee 
‘Pajama Game’ 
wee Continued from page 1 —— 


show’s top tunes. The production 

is scheduled to begin a tour of ma- 

jor Israeli cities in October. 
Regarding the music angle, the 


publishing and recording industry | 


in Israel has developed substantial- 
ly in the past two years. Hebrew 
versions of all the major European 
'and U. S. hits are being published 
and waxed, with “Three Coins in 
the Fountain,” “Love Is a Many- 
Splerdored Thing” and “Johnny 
Guitar” heading the 1956 output 
thus far. As evidenced by these 
titles, there’s usually a delay in the 
tune coverage. 





Other top regords include the 
Israeli number, ‘“Messeg (Israel 
Wine) Song,” waxed by Lionel 
Hampton; “Tachanah Merkasit” 
\(called “Gare St. Lazaire” in 
French); and the “rain song,” 
“Piic-Ploc.” 


Further Sales, Sez Brandt 


| thriller 
'the home market. 








Film Reviews 








Child in the House 

| itude. Eric Portman is wasted as 
‘her husband, with little to do but 
offer frigid politeness to his wife, 
and mute alliance with the young- 
ster. Stanley Baker makes a mixed 
personality of the crooked father, 
his characterization being more re- 
alistic in the later reels when he 
is on the run. Dora Bryan brings 
« breath of cockney joyousness to 
the role of the sympathetic house- 
'maid, livening the otherwise stilted 
atmosphere. Clem. 


Eyewitness 
(BRITISH) 





Compact, standard thriller of 
a murderer’s attempt to get at 
an injured witness to prevent 
identification; Donald Sinden, 
turned crook, lacks conviction. 





London, Aug. 14. 

Rank production (Svdney Box) and re- 
lease. Stars Donald Sinden, Muriel Pav- 
|low, RPelinda Lee. Directed by Muriel 
Box. Screenplay, Janet Green; camera, 
| Reginald Wyer: editor, Jeon’ Barker; 
music, Bruce Montgomery. At Dominion 
| Theatre, London. Running time, 82 MINS. 





MN sc sscdeoewesens Donald Sinden 
OR ee eral eae Muriel Pavlow | 
BD adc Vael ook akan ces Belinda Lee | 
iC Sry pierre Michael Craig 

I inks wedges 6'4e's Nigel Stock 

Probationer Nurs .. Susan Beaumont 

Mike ae ema aeaa es David Knight 


Mrs. Hudson Aida Reeve 


Night Sister 


PRGTIMOUIES cc sccccce Richard Wattis | 
EN. kg wes neees George Woodridge | 
Molly Teer errr Tse Gillian Harrison 
House Surgeon ....... Nicholas Parsons 
Henry Cammon ........ Leslie Dwyer 
Ore ere Anna Turner 
Podge Anthony Oliver 


Chief Constable ....... 
Det. Inspector 
Sugdon 


John Stuart 
Alan Cuthbertson 
Harry Towb 


A neatly made, 
that should do well 
A murderer’s 
attempt to kill a woman who wit- 
nessed his crime makes for sus- 
penseful action, although the story 





He has no inten- | 


but 


|is improbable in some of its twists. | 
| Pic is well acted and well served 


by its director and camera crew. 
Following a fight with her new- 
young woman 
with the threat she 
While at the cine- 


The 


by a bus. 
two haunt the 


jand is knocked down 
|From then on the 


| hospital grounds in an attempt to 
|silence her 


before she can gain 
;}consciousness and identify them. 
|The various efforts to gain admit- 
jtance to the building arouse both 
|tension and humor. 

The husband’s frantic search for 
his wife ends in the police arrival 
at the hospital just as the second 
|thief, jibbing at another murder, 
kills his partner to save the girl’s 
life. 

Donald Sinden doesn’t sit too 
happily in the unusual badman role 
Nigel Stock, as his 
accomplice, gives the best 
formance of all. Muriel Pavlow has 
little to do but register terror as 
the eyewitness. Belinda*Lee spills 
over with appealing glamor as her 
nurse. Vet legiter Ada Reeve in- 
jects some down-to-earth humor as 
an inquisitive patient whose claim 


to having seen the prowler is ig- | 


nored by everyone until his mis- 
sion is almost accomplished 
Cl 


The Young Guns 
Mild oater based on juve de- 
linquency theme. 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 


Allied Artists release of Richard Heer- 
mMance production. Stars Russ Tamblyn, 
Gloria Talbott. Directed by Albert Band. 
Screenplay, Louis Garfinkle; camera, 
Ellsworth Fredricks editor, George 
White; music, Marlin Skiles; song, Lenny 

|; Adelson & Imogen Carpenter, sung by 
}Guy Mitchell Previewed Aug. 17, °’56. 
Running time, 84 MINS, 
Tully Russ Tamblyn | 
Nora Sard Roe Sea Gloria Talbott 
San Antone ......... P Perry Lopez 
Knox Cutler ..... - Scott Marlowe 
Jonesy : Wright King 
Ro Ser Walter Coy | 
CN. . osd00600500 600 Chubby Johnson 
Deputy Nix Myron Healey 
Aree James Goodwin 
errr ee Rayford Barnes 
| Felix Briggs ..... Stanford Jolley 


_ “The Young Guns” is a story of 
juvenile delinquency on the range. 
|As a straight out-and-out western 
|it lacks the shoot-’em-up elements 
|the title suggests, and leans more 
}on the character side of a young 
man trying to live down the repu- 
_tation of his vicious gunman-fa- 
jther. As a consequence there are 
‘long intervals of dialog sans ac- 
tion, the footage occasionally in- 
/Serting a fight. Sum total adds up 
ito’ a mild entry for the oater 
| market. 

| Richard Heermance production 
picks up Russ Tamblyn as he 
leaves a small Wyoming settle- 
;jment, Outlaw hangout, where a 


Continued from page 6 


Avis Landone | 


| into the fold. 


unpretentious | 
for | 


reluctant. 
per- | 








‘group of 


| young would-be gun- 


Slingers are eager to follow in the 
footsteps of their fugitive elders. 
|After he beats a couple of the 
leaders, Tamblyn is regarded their 
| leader ‘but can’t make up his mind 
‘whether to become active. Climax 
has him breaking up a band rob- 
bery performed by gang without 
his knowledge. 

Tamblyn is rather lightweight 
for his role but manages a more or 
less persuasive performance. Glo- 
‘ria Talbott, his co-star, provides 
|e romantic interest as daughter 
‘of an outlaw. In support, stand- 
outs include Walter Coy, a kindly 
sheriff who tries to befriend Tam- 


blyn; Scott Marlowe and Perry 
| Lopez, young gunmen; and Chub- 
‘by Johnson, former outlaw _ still 


dwelling in the glory of the past. 

Albert Band makes the most of 

| the overlength Louis Garfinkle 

screenplay in his direction, and 

technical credits are standard. Guy 

Mitchell warbles “Song of the 
Young Guns’ over title credits. 
Whit. 











| 


O’Donneil, Coyne 


Continued from page 7 








group but he came out of the cam- 
paign with increased prestige and 
the profound respect of the indus- 
ry.” O’Donnel related that Coyne 
offered to quit COMPO if this 
would serve to bring Allied back 
“IT told Coyne that 
if he quit I would quit, too,’ 
O’Donnell recalled. Latter was na- 
tional chairman of the tax fight. 


“One of the good things that has 
happened to the industry was the 
creation of COMPO,’ Brandt 
stated. He urged renewed exhib 
support of this industry organiza- 
tron so that it might continue to 
fight against taxes and resume 


| with its Audience Awards publie 
' poll. 


the 
that 


member of 
declared 


Sam Pinanski, 
governing board, 


| COMPO has made “many friends 


in Washington because of the 
straightforward job it has done.” 
Coyne and O'Donnell both called 
for more sharing of the credits, 
citing the tax win work done by 
Eric A. Johnston, president of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America; 
Joseph R. Vogel, president of 
Loew’s Theatres; Charles E. Me- 
Carthy, COMPO’s public informa- 
tion director; Pinanski and Pat 
| McGee, former general manager of 


Cooper Foundation Theatres. 
Brandt commented that McGee, an 
active COMPO-ite over the past 


several years, “won the accolades 
of the industry but lost in his per- 
sonal career,” this in reference to 
McGee’s_ disassociation from 
Cooper. 

This week O’Donnell and Coyne 
took off on a tour of the country 
to personnally thank lawmakers 
and exhibs in key areas for their 
tax-repeal assistance. 





“Code Proposals 


=m Continued from 


page 5 aa 


3arney Balaban, Columbia’s Abé 
Schneider and RKO’s Daniel 1 
|}O’Shea. Most of the work 
done by a sub-group of lawye! 

| including Robert J. Rubin of Par- 
|}amount and Sidney Schreiber of 
ithe MPAA. 

| While the committee cited sev- 
eral alternatives to the current ‘ 
peals board, on which only the 
member companies are repres¢ 
ed, it made it plain that it favored 
an expanded iboard taking in bot 
exhibition and independent pr« 
cer elements. It proposed a repre- 
sentation of six to seven 
men and three to four indie pro- 
ducers, 

Left open is the question 0! 
whether exhibs are going to be 
| willing to serve. Those queried in 
the past have been noncommittal, 
| but have never shown any great 
|enthusiasm for the idea. “Even if 
|there are seven exhibitors on the 
| board, is that really going to mean 
anything to the rest of exhibition 
if the case involves a_ potential 


the atre- 


f 


money-maker?” asked a_ circuit 
man. 

Implication of exibitor repre- 
sentation on the appeals level 





would be that the theatres, no 
‘longer a definite part of the Code 
arrangement ' since divorcement, 
| would be tied closer to an adher- 
ence to the Code. Some doubt that 
exhibs have any great hankering 
for that kind of tie in the light of 
past experiences, 
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The most talked-about movies are coming from 


THE NEW RKO! 









Put them 

all together 
they spell 
B-O0-= | _. | : 
O-F-F-I-C-E ! , Gas , , 


ee eee Y 


He 
ne ecouka 
cheat the 
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RKO 
RADIO 





STARRING 


DANA ANDREWS : JOAN FONTAINE 


FEATURING 


SIDNEY BLACKMER « PHILIP BOURNEUF « SHEPPERD STRUDWICK « ARTHUR FRANZ 
Story and Screenplay by DOUGLAS MORROW . Produced by BERT FRIEDLOB .:- Directed by FRITZ LANG 
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Summertime Pix Plugging Gives 


Radio an Edge Over Television 


Summertime spells radio time 


SW Buys Capitol, Milw., 


rest of the | 


for the film companies. 

Outfits, which the 
year carry on a heavy flirtation 
with tv. are currently going whole- 





hog for kilocycle campaigns to sell | 


the product. 
“In the summer months, radio 
is far and away the best buy we 


can get,” said one ad-pub topper. | 


“People don't look at television 


now. but they listen to their car) 


radios, they go to the beaches, etc. 
We feel radio gives us the widest 
exposure, particularly over the 
weekends.” 

Hot season makes radio so popu- 
lar among the distribs that they're 
actually finding it tough sometimes 
to buy all the time they want. A 
favorite is NBC’s “Monitor,” a 
weekend AM feature, which allows 
package deals involving plugs on 
the national web, followed by lo- 
eal breaks identifying the 
eatres where an attraction may be 
playing. 

Probably one of the biggest 
radio buyers, and not only in the 
summer, is 20th-Fox, which has 
gone allout selling its “King and 
I” musical on the radio. 20th 
bought the network package on 
NBC, covering not only spots but 
also program identification ‘“‘trail- 
ers” taped by stars from “King,” 
with credit to the picture. 20th 
also has skedded a heavy radio 
campaign for its upcoming tuner, 
“The Best Things in Life Are Free,” 
and it used the AM waves exten- 
sively for “Bigger Than Life.” 
Last spring, 20th went equally all- 
out for “Carousel,” this time on 
CBS Radio. 

“IT think radio is a great sales 
medium for us,” commented 
Charles Einfeld, 20th ad-pub v.p. 

At Universal, where “Away All 
Boats” and “Walk the Proud Land” 
are getting the AM buildup, pub- 
licity topper Phil Gerard called 
radio “a hell of a buy” and stressed 
the large summer audiences com- 
manded by radio. 

Sid Seadler, the Metro ad chief 
in N. Y.,. said he preferred radio 
to tv in the summer. M-G launced 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
with a saturation campaign on New 
York’s WNEW, and the company 
intends to go heavy on both radio 
and tv in plugging its upcoming 
“Tea and Sympathy.” 

Impression generally is that tv 
will come into its own again in the 


fall. However, some ad-pub reps 
feel that the cost of video trailer- 
izing is becoming very high. and 
may. in the future, require a more 
selective approach. “We've found 
that some pictures just don’t sell 
very well on television,” was one 
comment Once that formuia ras 
been evolved, the accent on radio 
may become heavier all yeal 
round 


SW Execs to Seattle 
For Par-Cinerama Bow 
Harry Kalmine 
eral manager ol 
Corp., and Leste: 
tor of Cinera) 


and 
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Isaac, 


£en- 
Cy 
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inley arner 
direc- 
na exhibition, left 
Monday (20) for Seattle for the 
opening there of the Paramount 
Theatre as a Cinerama house to- 
dav (Wed.) 
They followed 
(Tues bi al other lon 
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From Ben Marcus Chain 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 


’ . 
Int'l Latex Rise Cues 
Stanley Warner Stock 
As 
On 
power of its subsidiary, Interna- 
| tional Latex Corp., and the poten- 
| tial value of its real estate hold- 
‘ings, Stanley Warner common stock 


is recommended as a good invest- 
|ment in a special report prepared 


Stanley Warner Corp. last week py Herzfeld & Stern, Wall Street 


bought the 2,600-seat Capitol The- 
atre, Milwaukee, from Ben Marcus 


of Whitefish Bay, Wis., operator of | Survey, 


| brokerage firm. According to the 
prepared by Marshall 


Marcus Theatres Co., for a price | Weinberg, the theatre chain’s stock 


between $750,000 and $1,000,000. 
Stanley Warner had leased the 


“offers the investor a satisfactory 
current return, distinct possibil- 


theatre from the First Wisconsin | ities of appreciation, and relatively 


Foundation of Milwaukee until 
last year, when Marcus bought it. 

The Marcus firm had been plan- 
ning a $250,000 remodelling job 
for the 27-year-old house; whether 
Stanley Warner will go ahead with 
refurbishing has not been dis- 
closed. SW also owns the Majestic 
Theatre in Milwaukee. SW Chi- 
cago office manager Alex Halperin 
negotiated the deal. 





Par Not Crazy 





'thusiasm about having back prop- 


About TVersions 
Of Old Scripts 


Film companies are losing en- 


| erties adapted for airing on televi- 


| sion, 
'too many cases the effort required 


| worthwhile. 


} 


Feeling is growing that in 
of the pic distributor is simply not 


Paramount had become particu- | 
larly active in this field, making its | 
back-number scenarios available 
for televersions on Lux Video The- 
atre, Theatre Guild, Producers 
Showcase and other such shows. 
In each instance Par has received 
some monetary payoff, perhaps 
$2.000 to $3,000. But this was not 
enough to compensate for the work 
involved; Par’s main objective was 
a hard-hitting plug for a new re-| 
lease, this also being part of the 
deals. | 

Par’s attitude now, though is | 
that, with the notable exception of 
Lux, the tv shows weren‘t in tune | 
with the film company itself on} 
how the new pic promotion should | 
be rammed across. Company also | 
has been doing a burn because the 
tv producers left most of the con- 
tact work to nonprofessional un-| 
derlings 


| 


has become indifferent to the tv 


As the overall consequence, “ts 





| leased. 


little risk.” 


While SW has never issued a 
breakdown on International Latex’s 
earnings, the report indicates that 
the net earnings are better than 
$2,000,000 or about $1 per share. 
In addition, it notes that Interna- 
tional Latex will spend $25,000,000 
in the next year in new production 
facilities and that the company 
predicts a 300% increase in busi- 
ness by 1958. It points out, too, 
that International Latex’s sales 
have increased from less. than 
$4,000,000 in 1946 to over $30,000,- 
000 in 1955, while net worth has 
increased from $2,000,000 to over 
$15,000,000 during the same period. 

The Wall St. report notes that as 
of November, 1955, SW owned or 
leased 303 theatres, of which 164 
were owned, 130 leased, and nine 
were partly owned and _ partly 
It points out that these 


_ theatres are carried on the books 


| The 


tieups and most other picture out- | 


fits have adopted the same atti- 
tude. This is a switch, for in past 
they were plenty high on this man- 


ifestation of tv handholding. 


‘RED BALLOON’ NEEDS 
$100,000 TO RISE 


Atte t urrently bein 
by Ilya Lopert to work out a 
lease pattern for “The Red Bal- 
loon.” French short which he and 


Richard Davis acquired in Cannes 
earlier this year. The 35-minute 
subject is in color and won a prize 
at the festival. 


| New 


at cost, the primary part of which 
was incurred in the 1920’s. Noting 
that these properties are of a “‘non- 
profitable character” due to the 
decline in theatre attendance, the 
survey says a significant part of 
the investment could be gradually 
converted into more _ profitable 


channels. “This is why we feel th 
: © | of Warner Pathe News which to- 


theatre properties are of consider- 
able significance to investors,” it 
states, 

The Weinberg study says SW is 
changing the status of the com- 
pany’s theatrical holdings 
ways: (1) by eliminating undesir- 
able leases when the expiration 
time arrives and (2) by selling ad- 
ditional theatres. 

Another factor in SW’s favor. 
according to the report, is the 


in two} 


‘A Good Investment’ 


the basis of the earning | 


WB to Grant $26-Per-Share Options | 


In ‘Incentive Ride for 6 Top Execs 


+ 





Semenenko-WB Quiz 


The Serge Semenko-War- 
ner Bros. deal still is a source 
of puzzliement to some observ- 
ers who are not privileged 
with the straight inside. 

For example, official records 
which were disclosed this 
week show that Jack L. War- 
ner, president, bought 500,000 
shares of the WB common 
stock on June 8 and on July 10 
sold 600,000, leaving him with 
a balance of 212,399. No in- 
dication as to whom he had 
the direct dealings with. 


Warner News Up 
For Grabs; Unit 








With the Aug. 31 deadline near- 
ing, negotiations are continuing for 
the sale of Warner News, the War- 
ner Bros. subsidiary, to a group 
headed by J. Arthur Warner, in- 
vestment banker. Price is still up 
in the air but is said to run around 
$500,000. 

The Warners originally acquired 
the company from RKO in 1947 for 
$5,000,000. It’s not clear whether 
they'll still be interested—tax- 
wise— in a deal after Aug. 31, the 
end of the fiscal vear. 

With Warner (no relation to the 
Warner brothers) are Andy Gold, 
Robert Youngston and John Le- 





Vien. Latter is the news editor 


|morrow (Thurs.) puts out its final 


| reel. 


Entire Warner News subsid 


|is being dissolved as of Aug. 31. 


| be 


Attempt is being made to close the 
deal before that deadline, but 
there’s a question whether it can 
done. Differences remain 
the evaluation of the camera equip- 


i; ment. 


company’s policy of purchasing its | 


own shares in the open market. 
reducing of the outstanding 
common stock tends to support the 
market and gradually increases the 
per-share earnings and equity, the 
report indicates. 

















WB Scoreboard 


o_o Continued from 
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The 321 
buildings 
to 45th St. in 
already subleased 
that room un- 


tive 
West 


which 


production studio. 
44th St. office 
extend back 
York are 


to tenants: all 


is 


| necessary, according to Allen and 


Lopert, who has left N. Y. for 
the Venice fest, said last week that 
he was asking $100,000 for the 
short and had received offers tor 
$75,000 Ie and Davis orig nally 
paid $50,000 for 

One deal offered by Walt Dis- 
ney Buena Vista outfit, which | 
wanted to couple “Balloon” with 
| another French release, “Si Tous 





Les Gards du Monde,” fell through 
because Disney wouldn't go for the 
$100,000 tab. 

There is a possibility that Lopert 
and Davis may decide to handle 
the short themselves and make it 


the core of a shorts ‘‘festival” run- 
ning feature-length. 
Discussing foreign films in the 


| U. S. generally, Lopert—a vet dis- 
trib of imports—said it was diffi- 
| cult to determine the true poten- 
tial of the overseas product in the 
U. S. “because it’s never been 
explored.” He agreed with the 
French that existing distribution 
facilities for foreign linguaiers 
are inadequate but stressed the 
difficulty of getting the various 





on a joint plan of action, 


indie releasers together to agree | 


Semenenko, who already have ear- 


marked an ultramodern GHQ for 
WB in the new Tishman Bldg at 
666 Ave, 

rhe Musie Publishers Holding 
Corp. is regarded as a valuable 


asset and perhaps too much so to 


sell, in light of its $1,500,000 an- 
nual yield from ASCAP alone. 
along with other synchronization 


Warner and his group, while not 
planning any revival of the the- 
atrical newsreel, are hoping to 
maintain a_ television newsreel 
service. They may also continue 


making short subjects for possible | a]]. 


WB release. 

It’s understood that NBC 
been in negotiation with the War- 
ner group with a view to making 
a leasing arrangement for the 
huge, 26,000,000-feet Warner News 
stockshot spread which come 
part of the deal. 

Any new company probably will 
retain the Pathe name. Present 
plans call for some 38 key em- 
ployees of the Warner News sub- 


|Sid to be taken over by the new 


and production values for pictures | 


and the future of television. 
ever, a number of would-be buyers 
already have started buzzing Her- 
man Starr, who is president of 
MPHC, a wholly-owned WB sub- 
Sidiary but autonomously operated 
by Starr, who is also a veepee of 
the parent picture company. Starr. 
incidentally, one of the group 
who have been given stock options 
on 15,000 shares of WB stock at 
$25.77 a share. 

Understood that the plan is ul- 
timately to reduce the outstanding 
WB shares to 1,000,000 certificates. 
as tenders are issued to buy in 
as much as possible. 


is 





Metrocolor Step-Up 
Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
Metro studio lab completed 10,- 
000,000th foot of film since com- 
pany set up facilities on its new 
Metrocolor process last June i. 


First three films made and 
printed in Metrocolor are “Lust 
for Life,” “Tea and Sympathy” 
and “The Opposite Sex.” A total 
of 950 prints have been turned out 
on trio. 





How- | 


| 
| 


management, 


IATSE-WARNER NEWS 
SEVERANCE PAY TALKS 


Local IATSE union reps in New 
York are huddling with Norman H. 


vy 


Making good its promise of an 
“incentive” plan for management, 
Warner Bros. last week disclosed 
that it was ready to grant to six 
ct its top executives options to pur- 
| chase Stock at an average $26 a 
| Share. 


| Company also revealed establish- 
| ment of a credit agreement with a 
| group of banks for $20,000,000 for 
a three-year period. And it indi- 
cated that plans are afoot for the 
sale of some of its assets, the pro- 
ceeds to go towards purchase of 
additional shares of its common 
stock. Number of shares out- 
standing as of July 15, 1956, was 
2,482,247. 

Disclosures came in a_ proxy 
Statement that accompanied the 
official invitation to tender stock. 
Warner board has appropriated 
$20,000,000 for the purchase of 
Warner common at a top price of 
$28.50. Deadline is Sept. 5, 1956, 
The three Warner brothers have 





Eyes Reels-to-TV 





has 


as | 


|} mer 


| eral counsel, 500; 


indicated their intentions to tender 
stock—Harry M. and Albert an ag- 
gregate of 50,000 shares at $27.50 
and Jack L. 50,000 shares at the 
same price. 

Subject to approval by the stock- 
holders, stock options are being of- 
fered to the foliowing: Jack War- 
ner, 60,000 shares; Benjamin Kal- 
menson, exec v.p., 40,000; Samuel 
Schneider, v.p. and treasurer, 20.- 
060; Herman Starr, v.p. and head 
of the music publishing subsid, 
15,000; Wolfe Cohen, foreign chief, 
10,000, and Steve Trilling, War- 
ner’s assistant, 5,000. 

With the exception of Jack War- 
ner, whose option price is $29.29 
per share, all will be allowed to 
purchase their stock at $25.77. Op- 
tions on half the shares can be ex- 
ercised after 18 months, and in full 
after three years. No options are 
exercisable after five years, or 
three months after an optionee 
quits the company. 

Report also indicated the share 
holdings of the board, with Jack 
Warner shown holding 212,399; 
Harry Warner, 28,700; Albert War- 
ner, 21,700; Charles Allen Jr., 155 


).- 


750; Stanleigh P. Friedman, 600; 
| Robert W. Perkins, v.p. and gen- 


Schneider, 250; 
Serge Semenenko, 160,000. 
Kalmenson, Herman Starr an 
Waddill Catchings were the dire 
tors listed as holding no stock < 


pam 


‘ 


_ 


The $20,000,000 credit 
ment is being established with 
group of banks consisting of t 
First National Bank of Boston a! 
other banks for which the First N 
tional Bank is acting as agent. Se- 
menenko, who engineered the tak« 
over of Warner Bros. from its f¢ 
management, is first v-.p 

the bank. 


The credit carries 


agree- 


— D> & 


‘ 


o~ 


an interest 


| rate of 4% per year and a con 


| ment fee of half of 1% 


| 
| 
| 


Moray, president of Warner News, | 


on the question of severance pay 
for employees who may lose their 
jobs as a new management takes 
over the subsidiary. 

Issue revolves around those 
workers who will continue in their 
positions in any new company. 
The unions maintain these men 
should be given the choice of stay- 


ing, or getting severance pay and 
then making any new deal they 
wish. 


Union leaders say they are con- 
cerned not only over this situation, 
but also over reports that Warners 
may divest itself of other subsidi- 
ary interests where union labor is 
employed. 

Said a union spokesman: 
question the right of Warner 
Brothers to sell its employees 
along with the physical assets.” 

Entire issue is to be taken up 
at the IATSE convention in Kansas 
City. 





Somerset Reelected 

Hollywood, Aug, 21. 

Pat Somerset, assistant exec sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
has been reelected a v.p. of the 
California State Federation of La- 
bor at its conclave in Long Beach. 
Somerset was also. reelected 
prexy of the California State The- 





atrical Federation. 


per ann 
on the unused portion of the 
credit. The corporation agre¢ 
maintain its working capital 
minimum level of $25,000,000 ; 
not to redeem or retire its st« 
an amount over $30,000,000 


As for the fiscal year e! 
Aug. 31, 1956, the statement 
that. taking June and July 


ness into account, the year’s } 
“will be substantially less” 
the results from operations f 
corresponding period in 1955 
net, however, doesn’t take into 


| count the profit accruing fro 


| television. 


“We | 


$21,000.000 sale of the W 
library to PRM Inc. for show)! 

Of this sum, $16 - 
000 has been paid in cash. 1 
tire deal has been ruled 
as a capital gain instead of 
ary income. 

“The proceeds of this sal 
been used to pay off 
bank loans, and to improve tl 
poration’s current position, ¢ 
or a portion of the remainin: 
ceeds may be used in purch: 
stock pursuant to the invitatio! 
tender stock,” the proxy state! 
said. 


LA.’s 250G Theatre 


Los Angeles, Aug. 2!. 

Vinnicof theatre circuit has >°- 
gun construction of a new $250 
000 hardtop house in the Garden 
Grove suburb in the eastern sec 
tion of Los Angeles. House w'!! 
seat 980. 

Cecil Vinnicof, chain’s veepee, 
said the new site, to be called the 
Garden Theatre, will be equipped 
with screens adaptable to all proc- 
esses, 
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WANTED: CONVENTION FORMAT’ — 





’s $17,000,000 Goof 


Whatever the merits of “converting” the national political 
conventions to the electronics medium—and at this point they 
seem highly dubious—it’s a certainty that things will have to be 
radically different four years hence. (As a matter of fact that’s 
what they were saying back in '52). The inescapable truth is 
that the “big show” out of Chicago last week was a tv bust, both 
as a “journalistic spec” and in terms of commanding coast-to- 
coast audience interest. Stripped to its essentials (and no mat- 
ter how much the networks tried to implement it wih offbeat 
touches) it added up to a dull gabfest for perhaps 90% of the 
time it monopolized the spectrum. If the nation’s viewers were 
inclined to feel apathetic about the whole thing—which was 
borne out by the ratings and share-of-audience figures—it was 
a justifiable reaction. 


With the Dems now out of the way and the scene of operation 
shifting to Frisco for the current GOP show, there’s little evi- 
dence thus far that things are any different or that the lessons 
learned from Chi can be translated into an exciting video plus 
for the Republicans, 


Only one sure fact has been established, on which there will 


probably be months of postmortems and _ self-examination— 
wherein lies the wisdom of the tv networks in committing them- 
selves to a $17,000,000 outlay (only $14,000,000 of which is recap- 
turable in sponsorship coin) and disrupting two weeks of pro- 
gramming schedules, if the end result borders on boredom? 





It’s true that, in the interest of public convenience and ne- 
cessity, the ty networks are faced with an obligation to carry 
the conventions. Similarly the burden of expense ‘and the ob- 
vious economic facts of life dictate the need for bringing a West- 
inghouse, an RCA, a Philco or a Sunbeam into the sponsorship 
picture. 


But somewhere along the line, despite all the months of pre- 
arations and promises, somebody up there goofed, and goofed 
badly, in effecting a “tv streamlining” of the conclaves to satis- 
fy the needs of the American viewing public. How does one 
reconcile a Westinghouse plunking down $5,000,000 (enough 
coin to underwrite a full 52-week season of network program- 
ming) for a two-convention spread that translates itself into 
longwinded oratory calculated to invite wholesale tuneouts? It 
figures that a sponsor next time out is going to demand a bet- 
ter shake for that kind of money. Certainly last week’s Chi 
shenanigans demonstrated that the most updated gadgetry and 
wizardry out of the electronic shops is a poor substitute for 
the “content” of the show itself. 





The “format” of last Wednesday 
case in point. Faced with an hour’s lull in the Amphitheatre 
proceedings in the caucusing over the civil rights plank, the net- 
works made some desperate tries at filling the void with the 
expected butfonholing of key deleg ates, but for a good part of 
the hour the newsmen wound up interviewing one another. And 
with the major interest centering on the outcome of the civil 
rights issue, the viewer was compelled to suffer through end- 
less hours of dull platform oratory before reaching the crucial 
plank. As it turned out for those few who braved the 2 a.m. 
ordeal, it all proved anticlimactic, but that, of course, is beside 
the point and hardly the fault of the networks. 


night’s Chi fiasco was a 


If an electronic age puts the politician and the strategists in 
the spotlight, then perhaps the time has come for a radical 
change in the method of nominating a President. What might 
have been exciting and valuable backroom politicking for the 
on-the-scene delegates in bygone days adds up to poor fare for 
the tv viewer, not to mention uncomplimentary exposure to 
the constituents back home. 

It could well be that, within the limited sphere in which a 
convention functions, the networks have been exercising all their 
ingenuity and utilizing every device to give it movement. Since 
the basic function of the network is to report, with interspers- 
ing of information and editorial comment, the Chi and Frisco 
conclaves may well-represent the best of all possible jobs.” . 





But it isn’t enough. ‘To the tv viewer it’s been a poor substi- 
tute for excitement and entertainment and the end result hasn’t 
_warranted the endless hours of viewing. 


DEMOS WELSH ON 
TV-AM NEWSMEN 


Rose. 


Femme Poll 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 


Poll taken by Chicago con- 
ash vention committee amongst 
Chicago, Aug. 21 ‘ % . 1e ~ere ; 
At tl tj on ah femme conventioneers at 
a € ‘ > o . 
Ph: e same wae ve Smo Democratic powwow  prod- 
cratic chairman au utler was uced some startling results. 


attacking CBS for allegedly break- 
ing a promise by not carrying the 
entire convention documentary 
film, Butler’s National Committee 
was welching on a promise of its 
Own to the broadcasters. 

The Committee has assigned a 
block of seats to the broadcasters 


No surprise at all was score 
for leading Demmy of the cen- 
tury, with the late Franklin 
Roosevelt rating first; Adlai 
Stevenson second; and Harry 
Truman third. 

But, second only to Eleanor 
Roosevelt as 


‘ “the woman my 
covering the convention. But it husband would most like to sit 
sought to swipe these and turn next to at dinner” was Marilyn 
them over to people who had no} Monroe! ; 
tickets for the section. This 


Clark Gable, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, and Peter Lawford 
beat candidate Stevenson as 
the most coveted dinner part- 
ner. And Ed Murrow was 
chosen favorite tv personality 
of the ladies, with Ed Sullivan 
second, and John Daly third. 


brought an angry statement from 
the Radio-Television Correspon- 
dents Association: 

“The Democratic National Com- 
mittee violated its commitment to 
the industry by preempting the 

(Continued on page 42) 
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lV WERS SIE CIFTING ‘Show Biz Fillip Spices Up GOP's 


Lacklustre Opening Frisco Session 


GUSTLY DILEMMA 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 
Chicago, Aug 21. 
The chiefs of the three televi- 
networks have begun what 


| promises to be a drawnout “agon- | 


\izing reappraisal” 


of the medium’s 


| 





| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


| 


role at the national political con- | 
jventions now that the political 
Strategists have become “ty pro- | 


ducers” in plotting these quadren 
nial epics. 

The fact that the packagers and 
talent roster of the carnivals in- 
clude the nation’s top political and 
legislative bigwigs makes this one 


| of the toughest and most expensiv e | 


dilemmas tv 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


|ship reali‘ies 


| 
| 
| 
| 


nas yet encountered. 
And it has to be resolved in a con- 
text in which the politicos have al 
ready declared open season on the | 
network concept with charges of 
“monopoly” flying fast and loose. 

The basic problem is this: just 
how do the webs reconcile the am- 
bitions of the politicians to get as 
much free tv exposure as possible 
during the gavel-to-gavel span of 
their clambakes with the showman- 
as demonstrated by 


ithe Democrats here last week that 
|much of it was a crushing tv bore 


|that put a big segment of the coun- 


| volved, 


| timated 


try to sleep as indicated by 
early ratings. 
Mebbe $5,000,000 Cost To Webs 
All this at the expense of a $14.- 
500,000 tap to the advertisers in- 
plus the chains’ “out-of- 
costs which are being es- 
somewhere between $3,- 


the 


pocket 


/ 000,000 and $5,000,000. 


| sought 


The ironies of the situation were 
highlighted when during the dron- 
ing spiels of the secondstring speak- 
ers the tv cameras panned around 
the practically deserted Interna- 
tional Amphitheatre as the dele- 
gates themselves had long since 


torrent of gab. 

Democratic national chairman 
Paul Butler’s tirade against 
TV for its failure to carry all of the 
tailored-for-tv film depicting «his 


| party’s history dramatized just how 


far apart are the respective tv and 


| political braintrusts on how the me- 


| dium 


on hand 


| gram 


Should cover these affairs. 
rhe whole import of Butler's blast 
was that the tele networks were 
merely to relay, verbatim 
and in toto, the Amphitheatre pro- 
and that they really had no 


| independence to pick or choose ac 


| NBC-TV 
|a closed door 





cording to the 
news judgments. 
Rally Round Stanton 

That’s why ABC-TV prez Robert 
Kintner, in a formal statement, and 
chief Robert Sarnoff in 
huddle he and Kint 
CBS topper Frank 


dictates of their 


ner had with 


(Continued on page 42) 
) ti 
By FLORENCE S. LOWE 
Chicago, Aug. 21. 
Perle Mesta is frankly stage 
struck. Her proudest boast is that 
she is getting “the highest price 
ever paid for selling her life story 
ito tv—‘“‘even more than Louella 
| Parsons got,” she chuckles. (Ru- 
mored Mesta fee—$15,000; Par- 


| house 90,” 





sons tab—$5,000). Famed hostess- 
diplomat heads for Hollywood mid- 
September to work on production 
of the Mesta story on CBS’ “Play- 
Dec. 6, also to shop for 
studio to produce her film-biog 
with Rosalind Russell starring. 


~ * * 
The perspirinig, smiling man 
who batoned Lou Breese’s  50- 
piece convention orch through the 


‘off by failure of CBS to carry 





Wasn't a Show 
Chicago, Aug. 21. 
Charge of scalping tickets to 
the Democratic National Con- 
vention here last week was 
dismissed by police court 
Judge Joseph Butler. 
It was thrown out on the 
grounds the _ political shindig 
wasn n't i a “plac e > of amusement.’ 


See Documentary 


~ Film Technique 
Politico ‘Must’ 


Aug. 21. 
Innovation of the documentary 
film as part of the keynote speech 
at the Democratic national conven 
tion is likely to be expanded and 
accented as the political campaign | 
gets into full 
the 








Chicago, 


swing. 
Despite kicked 
“Pur 
suit of Happiness,” the keynote 
short, in its entirety, tv reps and 
galleryites alike admitted it was an 
effective device. Paul Butler, 
Demmy national chairman, pre 
dicted that the day of the 70-min 
ute speech is past, thanks to dram 


controversy 


| atic impact of the Dore Schary pro 


‘Bs.| - 
CB |of former 


refuge elsewhere from the | 


duction. He told newsmen pic had 
accomplished its original purpose 
to dramatize the Demmy story and 
to make more palatable the over- 
long floor proceedings. 

In addition to keynote short, 
Demmies also used clips from 
“Best Years” to background speech 
VFW head, Harold Rus 
sell, armless hero of the Samuel 
Goldwyn film. 

Defeated candidate Averell 
riman ran a documentary based on 
his political career on a_ grind 
policy in his Conrad Hilton h.q. 

GOP, which unveiled its Eisen 
hower documentary on the eve ot 
the 'Frisco huddle, also is distriu 
ting an open end telefilm for use 
during tthe campaign. Local can 
didates are free to add intros and 
finales for use on home siations. 


Har- 


| There is talk that Demmies plan a 


similar 
Adlai 
The documentary 


presentation 
Stevenson. 


“starring” 


technique will 


mean that political parties will 
court support of Holiywood more 
than ever. 

Flashbacks 

Brinkley, both comparative new 


comers ABC’s John Daly only 
web anchor man who actually over- 
looked the convention floor 

NBC’s three-man team, Huntley, 
Brinkley and Henry, played to a 
live audience for both conventions, 


| thanks to NBC’s “Convention Cen- 


state songs was AFM prexy James | 


Petrillo, recognized by few Amphi- | 
theatre spectators. But Harry Tru- 


man had a special nod for him as | 


he waved his stick for “Missouri | 
Waltz.” Bearded Mitch Miller | 
beamed nearby. 

x *k * 


The 1952 conventions skyrock- | 


eted CBS anchor man Walter 
Cronkite to the top of the tv news 
tower. This time, 


tral” format, with a store-window 
glass front which drew s.r.o. gavel- 
to-gavel spectators Walter 


Cronkite’s “electronic window” (a 
la “Person to Person’) made him 
look nearest floor, but actually he 
neither saw nor was seen. 

* » ” 

The $40,000 nut for the RCA 
NBC press hospitality trailer cen- 
ter wou!d have been cheap at even 
more. (It is less, incidentally, in | 
‘Frisco because of less space al- 
located by GOP). It was not only 
only best goodwill maker of week, 
| but should boom sales of the new 
| RCA portable receivers Press, 
delegates, alternates, and platform 
brass monitored proceedings on 
the 100 sets scattered around Am- | 
| phithestre. 


* * 


Veteran newshens made like teen- 
agers when they discovered the | 
handsome delegate-at-large from | 


attention-get- | Philadelphia was John Kelly, Prin- | 


ters were NBC team—35 yr. old cess Grace’s father. Kelly, incident- 
(Continued on page 42) 


Chet Huntley; 33 yr. 


eld Dave 


,; Knight and parliamentary 


By BILL 


San Francisco, 


STEIF 

Aug. 21 
the opening GOP 
hurrah, hoopla 


The story of 
session was. all 
ind entertainment. 


The Convention's ordinary busi- 
ness—speeches by Frisco Mayor 
Christopher, California's Governor 
routine 
spiced by Gene Archer's 

(including the National 
Anthem), Perry Botk:n banjo num- 
bers, a couple of songs by Dennis 
Morgan and three numbers by the 
King’s Men. 


Was 
singing 


Manny Harmon, up from Holly- 
wood, led the Cow Palace Band, 
composed of sidemen from AFM 
Local 6 here. 

Actually, the GOP was saving 
the most photogenic entertainment 
tor the afternoon session, which 
because of three-hour time differ- 


ential took place on the East coast 
in the evening. 

First afternoon round included 
Ethel Merman doing “Great Day” 
aiid special lyrics for “Alexander's 
Ragtime Band,” Irene Dunne re- 
citing the “President's Prayer” and 
Jane Powell singing the National 
Anthem. Presumably, the GOP 


| figured it would stock up the most 


eve-appealing items for the larger, 
nighttime tv audience. 

Highlight of Sunday's 
efforts to get set up here 
out, surprisingly enough, 
have been caught by tv. 

Citizens For Ike Show 

This was the National Citizens 
for Eisenhower show in the 6500- 
seat Civie Auditorium near down- 
town Frisco Show, similar to the 
one the Citizens put on in Madison 
Square Garden six weeks ago, ran 
with clockwork perfection, had a 
smooth, professional polish. 

The Citizens’ C Langhorne 
Washburn emceed, but was spelled 


frantic 
turned 
not toe 


off and on by actor Wendell Corey 
a real Republican live wire— 
and Frisco telemistress Marjorie 


Trumbull. In addition to the usual 
passel of politicians, Fred Waring 
ind composer Paul Lavalle showed 
up, latter with what he called “A 
March in D, D and E—The Dwight 
David Eisenhower March.” 

High spot for the Barney Brees- 
kin band occurred when his 10 
violinists stood on top of giant Ike 
‘Bandwagon” which had been 
driven into the arena, fiddled 
through “DDE March” and then, 
as the lights were switched off, 
turned around revealing “KEisen- 
hower” spelled out in phosphores- 


cent letters on backs. Crowd ate 
this up. 

Several smaller pickup bands 
were also employed for show, and 
pair of amateur choruses—one of 
boy sopranos—rated big hands, 
too 

Climax to two-hour show was 
12!2-minute (for tv) campaign 
film Brandt Enos Associates made 


for Citizens group 
Black-and-white film is hard-hit- 
(Continued on pege 42) 


ABC-TV Yields 


To Frisco Union 


San Francisco, Aug. 21 
ABC's John Daly had two close 
alls yesterday (Mon.), the second 


entirely unscheduled 

Commentator flew 
Democratic convention in Chicage 
to New York, did “What’s My 
Line” and planed toa Frisco for 
the GOP convention § afterward, 
landing here just four and a half 


from the 


| hours before he was due on the air 


with his 11 a.m. show. 
Arriving at Frisco’s Cow Palace, 
Daly discovered that the NABET 


‘local was vastly unhappy with the 


fact that. the engineering for his 
show was to be handled by ABC. 
NABET reps 2ot stubborn and 
threatened to pull the plug on the 
show unless a union car4-holder 
fook over—se just four minutes 
before Daly was scheduled to go 
or the air ABC capitulated. A 
union mar tcok over, 
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It’s No Time for Comedy as Webs 
Impose ‘Gag Rule’ on Political Jokes 


By DAVE KAUFMAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
With the temperature of U. S. 
politics approaching a white-heat 
intensity in this Presidential elec- 


tion year, the three tv networks 
have imposed a “gag rule” on 
their performers, to insure they 
don't get caught in any cross-wind 
of polities. Nets are determined 
no derogatory eracks are made 
agaipst any candidate, potential 
eendidate or political issue. They 


will allow spoofing of politics in 
general as long as such kidding 
remeins in the bounds of good 
taste, as defined by the webs. 


It's the natural temptation now 
for comedians particularly to turn 
to polities for their material, but 
the webs are carefuily scanning 
scripts to see such a snotlight isn't 
off nsive or derogatory. 

Rovert Wood, head of continuity 


acceptance for NBC-TV_ on the 
Ceast, explained “A few gags 
about politics in general are ac- 
ecp.able. But we allow no derog- 
atory remarks. Ve also won't 
allow any cracks against contro- 
versiel fitures or issues. If we 


did, we would have to give equal 
time to the other side 

“As an example of what we will 
allow. the Chevy show last weck 
inciuced a takeoff on the conven- 
tion in Chicazo, but there was 
nothing in it about the issues or 
candidates. This is within the 
standards we have _— set and 
shou'dn’t offend anyone, Our per- 
formers and producers are aware 
of our rules on politics, they are 
all cc-operating, so we aren't hev- 
ing any trouble in that connec- 
tion.” he said. 

‘Don’t Hurt Your Sponsor’ 

Dorothy Brown, who heads west- 


ern d‘vision continuity acceptance 
for BC-TV, generaliy echoed 
Vood’s comment She pointed 
out, teo, it is the svonsor, more 
than the network, wno may object 
to cracks against politicos or is- 
Hues “Anyone in polities, any 
public figure, should expect to he 
a ceriain amount of kidding.” she 
acded Miss Brown went on to 
sav “it’s the snonsor’s feeling that’s 
the overriding ecnsiceration in 
these matters General Motors. 
for examnp'e, mitht not want men- 
tion of any candidate on a show it 
sponsored Ext as far as we are 
concerned there has been no edi- 
toria position taken. However 
it's chiefly a matter of good jude- 
ment and ccmmon sense. For ex- 
amnle, I would say any ecvacks 
against Vice President Nixon 


(Continued on page 40) 


Norelco Likes 
TV Project 20 


“Project 20." NBC-TV’s pnictor 
jal history of the 20th Century 
been set for SnNonsorshnip thro ! 
the winter of 1957-1958, with Norih 
Amevican Phillins Co.'s Norcleo 
division picking up tlie tab for an 
additional five shows. Nore'co hud 
e:riter pacted for three of the spe- 
Cials, starting with last sezson’s 
“The Twisted Cross” program on 
the rise and fall of Hitler, and 
the new purchase brings the tvial 
to eight shows at an approximate 
t program cost of S!,600.000 

I t of th remaining seven 
£ows under Nore co ; sis to ] 

e Great War,” the World \ I 
J opus just being wrapped up by 
Pete Salamon and his stef! li 
siaied for Sunday, Oct. 14, in the 
9 to 10 p.m. slot. The remrinin: 
sho cheduled thus far is “; 
b of Freedom.” the Oov'Vv oO 
Sivia and Vienna origina'ly tit's 
“Hebirth of Frecdom.” A 90 n- 
u.e eniry, that will ren Des. 6. ; 
Thursday, in the 9:30 to 1i. svot 
(competing Circetly, ine‘dertally 
With the CBS “Playhouse 90’), 

Remaining shows. siated fo 
Norelco sponsor’ h'n are “The Jevz 
Ase.” with Fred Allen in a trans- | 
scribed narrat’on. “The S ory of 
the 1930’s,” “Your Kines, Two 
Queens,” the story of the Un (cd 


Kingdom which will ren as a two- 
parier, and “The Living American 
Wes...” Of these five, on> wll run 
next spring, t>e others in tie fall 
o: 1957 and w: Or St= 07; Fieal 
was set for Nevelco via 

LaRoche agency. 


tar 


tne C. J 


‘ hospital. 





KING’s Pubservice Shows 


Seattle, Aug. 21. 

Two public service radio pro- 
grams dealing with Seattle schools 
and libraries went back on air 
Sunday (19) on KING here. 

“Seattle School Forum,” cover- 
ing education problems, is aired at 
9:15 p.m., with staffer Paul Smith 


handling. “Living Library,” fea- 
turing John Richards, head of 


Seattle publie libraries, follows at | 
9:30 p.m. 








CBS N.Y. TV City 
Plans Take Shape 


The William shieonitagility | 
Rose-Palace of Progress idea—the | 
sky rights above the Pennsylvania 
KR in New York—may be stale- 
mated, but the proposed Television 
City for CBS in the near-Pennsy | 
Zone seems to be _ taking Webb | 

| 


| 
| 
| 


This is one of the few deals Webb 
& Knapp, of which Zeckendorf is 
president, is keeping under cover, 
us recently disclosed in VARIETY. 

As it shapes up the site wane 
embrace 30th to 37th St., 11th to) 
‘2th Avenues, with the exception 
of a larger “el” on 31st to 33d St. | 
when the plot would range from | 
9th to 12th Aves. 

In a measure, this might be con- 
sidered an extension of the “sky 
i.ehts” skyscraper idea when it was 
fivured that tv studios for closed- 
circuit merchandising, along with 
a general broadcast central, would 


he part of the dream “Palace of 
Progress.” Among major hurdles 
to any such site, it appears, is the 
parking. unloading and _ general 
vehicular traffic problem. The 
rearby hotels, stores, efe. gave it 


all a frankly jaundiced eve. 


| Wraps, 


ERNIE KOVACS EXITS 
WABC AYEM STINT 
Ernie Kovacs is ankling his two 
and a ha‘f-hour early-morning ra- 
dio stint on WABC. the ABC flag- 
ship in New York, after nearly 


two vears in the spot. Kovacs, cur- 
rently doing the Sid Caesar sum- 
iner replacement stint on NBC-TV | 
and busy through the season with 
guest shots, wants to pen 
on television and winds the WABC | 
stint after the Friday (24) stint, 
Starting next week, station is in- 
stalling ““Morning Star” in the 6:30 


to 9 a.m. time, with a different 
personality taking over the mike 
each week Rocky Graziano kicks 


t off next week, followed by Eddie 
Bracken, Jack E. Leonard, Ted 


viack, Peter Dona!d and Russ Mor- 

nm, ¢ h with a weeklong stint. 
Show will comprise records and in- 
ervie S 


iaybelline Coin For 


Steve Allen Sun. Show 


NBC-TV, which last week set a 
five week one-third sponsorship on 
the Sunday Steve Alien show with 
Polaroid Camera outfit, this 
week followed up with a two week 


the 


ac for the same open one-third 

h Maybelline. New pact leaves 
only seven weeks with one-third 
open between now and the end of 
Lire Vear 

\iaybelline, via Gordon Best, is 

ny on the Oct. 14 and Nov. 11 
coments Viceroys and Jergen’s | 
Lotion are in for the other two} 
thirds of the show on a regular | 
basis, with the opening caused by | 
the canceilation by Crosley of its 
third early in October. | 





Sullivan Back in Hosp 


New Haven, Aug. 21. 
Ed Sullivan, convalescing from 
injuries received in an automobile 
accident earlier this month, has 
been admitted to Grace- New| 
taven Hospital. 
It’s believed a bronchial condi-| 
tion prompted the move from his 
Southbury, Conn., farm to the 











SAMMY KAYE 
Columbia Records - current release, 
“EVERY SUNDAY MORNING” 
b/w “ONCE AGAIN.” 

New Album Release: 
Comprising the Great Swing Classics 
“WHAT MAKES SAMMY SWING” 
Unique, exciting treatment with his 


Swing and Sway Orchestra 
Augmented with 15 strings 
Continuing in Album popularity 


“MY FAIR LADY (For Dancing)” 








| meny 


| were unable to come to a 


Martin Block To 
Get Own TV Show 


Martin Block, long a top disk 
jockey on radio, gets his first reg- 


| ular tv show starting Sept. 17 via 


WABC-TV, N. Y. It’s to be a 
morning strip aimed at the house- 
wife, running in the 11:30 to noon 
period Monday-through-Friday. 
When Block moved 
WNEW, N. Y., to ABC some three 








TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Mark Goodson (Goodson-Todman) honeymooning in Europe with his 
bride, the former Virginia McDavid . . . Daryl Grimes doing a lead in 
this week’s “Modern Romances” . . . Sen. Homer E. Capehart had 
Herb Shriner’s song, “‘What Part of Indiana Do You Come From,” in- 
serted into the Congressional Record . .. Patsy Bruder into “Goodyear 
Playhouse” Sunday (26)... Frank Conniff, assistant to William Ran- 
dolph Hearst, replaces Jack Lescoulie ‘he'll be in San Francisco cov- 
ering the convention) on WRCA-TV’s “Meet the Champions” on Satur- 
day (25), with Yogi Berra as guest ... Tom Hatcher into the CBS-TV 
soap, “As the World Turns”... Jackie Kannon, currently playing the 
lead in strawhat version of “‘Wish You Were Here,” set for “This Is 
Show Business” on Tuesday (28), his second stint on the show .., 
WRCA-TV director John Chapin to the Coast for a month’s vacation. 
. « . Frank J. Sullivan, formerly with NBC and the William Esty 
agency, named v.p.-general manager of the Television Program Divi- 





, ison of LPS Industries Corp. ... Jimmy Yoham set for Monday’s (27) 


Ernie Kovacs show, his fourth stint on the show this summer in sketch 
roles . .. Nicholas E. Baehr set to script. the Mickey Mantle story for 
Kraft Theatre for the Oct. 3 show, eve of the World Series , . . Charlie 
Sinclair, Rogers & Cowan flack, off to Europe with family for 0.0. of 
R&C offices and clients and for additional research for upcoming fea- 


ture film he’s co-authored with David Osborn . ,. Tom Donovan, CBS 


director, on the Coast to direct a couple “Climax” segments, one of 
them Aug. 30 starring Shelley Winters. He returns to N.Y. to direct 
“Studio One” on Oct. 8... June Carter, one of the Grand Ole Opry 
gang, just wound shooting of 22 telefilms in the “Stars of the GOO” 
for Flamingo Films ... George Skinner spelling Bill Leonard on his 


| WCBS-TV “Feature Report” in the station’s “Six O’Clock Report” till 


| 


Sept. 7 while Leonard covers the conventions and vacations ... Jack 
Landau, assistant to the producer of tne Stratford Shakespeare Fes- 
tival, set to design the set for the upcoming Barry & Enright quizzer, 
“21” ... Eli Wallach stars Tuesday (28) in “A Fragile Affair’ on the 
Kaiser hour. Comedy is based on a Ferene Molnar play translated 
into English by Gilbert Murray . . Lee Polk, currently directing 
WABD's “Freddie the Fireman,” set by the Geoffrey Wade agency to 
direct the live Alka-Seltzer commercials on John Daly’s ABC news- 


casts... Merrill E. Joels playing in “Fifth Season” this week at the 
| Saratoga Spa*Theatre, but his 10-year-old son, Kerry, kept the tv end 


from! 
|Markheim” 


and a half years ago, it was under- | 


stood he’d do tv as well as radio, 
but till now he’s only done some 
one shots. Meanwhile, he con- 


tinues his WABC and his network | 


radio shows. He won't use the 
“Make Believe Ballroom” title for 
the tv’er, calling it instead “‘The 
Martin Block Show.” 

Format is being kept under 
but it’s definite that Block 
will spin records and interview 
personalities. He said it 
be “tipping his hand” to discuss 
the format now, “but we won’t do 


us and we will do 
pected things.” 


ROUNSAVILLE BUYS 
TWO RADIO STATIONS 


Atlanta, Aug. 21. 
Rounsaville, owner 
of WQXI, 


many unex- 





Robert W. 
and operator 
Mutual affiliate and a 
other AM stations, Saturday (18) 
announced the acquisition of two 
additional radio mills, WIOK, 
Tampa, and WSOK, Nashville, 
Tenn., for total outlay of 
$540,600. 

Rounsaville declared 
prices constiuted a 
paid for local stations. 

Stations were sold to Rousaville 
chain by H. C. Young Jr., of Nash- 
ville. No personnel changes 
contemplated in the two newly- 


a 


that 
near-record 


the: 


| Oldsmobile and RCA are getting top play at the conventions. 


would 


going with a stint in “Alcoa Playhouse” Sunday (19) ... Kate Smith 
signed tor another six appearances on the Ed Sullivan show this sea- 
son, with the deal restricting her appearances on other variety shows 
but otherwise leaving her free for series, dramatic shows and specs, 
First Sullivan stint is Oct. 7... Casey Allen handling announcing chores 
on “Kaiser Hour” ... Walter Slezak signed for a costarring role on 
“20th-Century Fox” hour telefilm production of “The World of Emil 
... Allen Swift doing straight announcing on an animated 
spot series for 5-Day Deodorant Pads being produced for Gray agency 
by Storyboards Inc. . Midge Stark, ex-Maxon agency, now with 
Jade Productions, packagers of Dennis James’ “High Finance” on 
CBS-TV. 

Casey Allen returned from working in a film for Standard Oil in 
North Carolina in time to go into a lead opposite Jan Miner on “Hill- 
top House” on NBC radio . National Television Film Council will 
hold its first fall meeting Sept. 27... Video Pictures commercials for 
The six 
tv musical Oldsmobile commercials feature singing stars Bill Hayes 
and Greta Gray, while the RCA spots star Janet Blair Betty 
Granger, who toured with vice-president Richard Nixon in ’52 as a 
representative of Negro Republican Women, is WLIB’s N.Y., corres- 


| pondent at the Republican national convention, sending back recorded 


things that are expected of 


reports on the civil rights issue . . . Sol Hyman, formerly administra- 
tive and head art director of Biow Co., is now art director of Pharma- 
ceuticals, Inc. WNYC’s “Hands Across the Sea” program will 


| salute Uruguay Saturday (25) and have Catherine Reiner as the fea- 


tured soprano soloist ... Dean Hunter, of WMGM, was recently hon- 
ored by the U.S. Navy for aiding the Navy’s recruiting service ,.. 
Tommy Henrich, former New York Yankee player, stood in for 


, WPIX’s Frankie Frisch three days last week as emcee of the “Frankie 


} 


Frisch Show,” regular post-game feature of all N.Y. Giant home games, 
... About 50 ad agency execs attended a cocktail party yesterday (21) 


| tendered by Associated Artists Productions at the Hotel Commodore 


Atlanta | 
group of | 


are | 


in connection with AAP’s cartoon presentation , .. Tony Randall will 
be the guest emcee for the NBC-TV “Tonight” segments next Monday 
and Tuesday ... Joan Pettingell has joined tv promotion staff of Ed- 
ward Petry & Co. She formerly was with the William G. Rambeau 
Co., Chicago, and most recently was timebuyer with Arthur Meyer- 
hoff in Chi. 

Joe Saccone has been promoted to WMGM record librarian. Upped 
from the station’s distribution desk to assistant librarian is Michael 
Becce .. . Two ABC-TV staffers, Philip M. Bernstein, of the press de- 
partment, and Boris H. Elisayeff, college student working temporarily 


in the mail department, won the New York Daily News $5.000 “Little 
Fooler” contest. Each won $2,500 ... Bennet H. Korn appointed di- 


rector 
grams 
office. 


of sales for WABD, returning to DuMont from Television Pro- 
of America, where he had served as account exec in the N.Y 


acquired stations, Rousaville said.) {IN CHICAGO “as 


In addition to WQXI, Atlanta, 
which went on the air in 1948, 
Rounsaville properties included 
WCIN, Cincinnati; WLOU, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; WOBS, 
Fla.; and WMBM, 
In addition he holds permits for 
WATL-TV, Atlanta; WQXN-TV, 
Cincinnati; and WQXO-TV, Louis- 
ville, none yet in operation, 


Miami Meach. 





Spencer Allen Exits 
WGN as News Director 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 
Spencer Allen has handed in his 
resignation as news director of 


WGN and WGN-TV, effective Oct. | aq-promotion chief Howard Coleman talking up color tv at a Lions 


1. For some months Allen has 
been apprehensive as to the role 
he and his news setup would play 
in the new organizational blueprint 
that has emerged at the Chicago 
Tribune stations the past year and 


he decided last week to bow out | 
| when he and the new management 


team headed up by Ward Quaal 
ing of minds. 

Allen joired WGN in ‘38 and 
was made news chief in 53. No re- 


j placement is set, 


| 


Jacksonville, | 


| Productions 


Bill Ermeling, formerly with the Telemat tv commercial firm in Bev- 
erly Hills, now with the ABC-TV Chi sales staff specializing on peddling 
the “Afternoon Film Festival’ ... WNBQ-WMAQ program director 
George Heinemann booked to deliver a lecture on “Creative Television 
Programming” next Sunday 26 on WNKQ’s “Live and Learn” series... 
Lee Armentrout is resigning his WBBM producer’s berth to head up 
the Talent Inc., management shop vice Mary Dooling who's launching 
her own biz in New York. .. Morris B. Sach’s “Amateur Hour” now 
being simulcast by WGN and WGN-TV notched its 22nd anni Sunday 
19)... . Howard (Howie) Seaman, cameraman with tHe Chicago Film 
Laboratory for the past 17 years, is new chief lenser at Fred Niles 
... WBBM, which is making a big play for the Milwaukee 
audience now that the parent CBS web has no outlet in the suds 
capital, is dispatching the Jim Conway-hosted “Shopping With the 
Missus” show up there today Wed. for a round of originations. .. Chi 
department stores are tossing more and more coin radio’s way. Latest 
buy is Marshall Fields’ 10-minute ride three times weekly on Mary 
Merryfield’s WMAQ “Radio Journal” ... Miller beer sponsoring “Dr. 
Christian” telepix on WGN-TV, starting Sept: 30... WNBQ-WMAQ 


lunch Aug. 30. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


partnership with John Lair . 


meet- | 


Tom Hargis, who sat at the controls of early radio and late tv shows, 
will be leaving the smog far behind when he heads next month for 
Kentucky's Renfro Valley to put his new radio station on the air in 
.. At 30 a nine-year “veteran” of tv, Alan 
“Bud” Yorkin moves his directorial talents from George Gobel to 
Tennessee Ernie when the Fords get together on NBC Oct. 4.-. + 
KGFJ’s new program director is Daniel Speare ... Pennzoil, shun- 
ning radio for 23 years, is coming back to sponsor a news program on 
Don Lee ... Perry Botkin, long guitar accompanist for Bing Crosby, is 

(Continued on page 40) 
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~ Operation Wet Mop 


Ocala, Fla., Aug. 21. 


To prove that the slogan “Wherever You Go There’s Radio” is 
no empty phrase, radio station WMOP here is going underwater. 
On Thursday (30), the station will attempt an entire day of 


broadcasting underwater at Florida’s Silver Springs. 


WMOP man- 


ager Jim Kirk and Vernon Arnette will go underwater at 6 a.m. in 
a submarine tank and will attempt to stay under until the station 


signs off the air at 7:15 p.m. 
water. 


All programs will originate under- 


The gurgling stunt is expected to be covered by tv and news- 
Teeis, as well as magazines and newspapers. 

WMOP, which has been plugging the event at station breaks as 
the “wet mop underwater” operation, will have news editor Ed- 
Sherer, program director Gene Turner and deejay Ned Needham 
dcing special programs from the tank, barring an invasion by the 


fisn. 


Both Kirk and Arnette have been working out at Silver Springs 
for the past two weeks getting into condition for the underwater 


marathon. 


If the pressure and temperature prove too much, the 


two will alternate to keep the broadcast going. 








Shepherd in Soup Over Soap As 
WOR Fires Him All Over Again 


It isn’t often that a performer +¢ 


can lay claim to having been fired, 
rehired and cut off the air and 
fired, all in the short span of a 
week. So if Jean Shepherd, the 


now ex-WOR, N. Y., all-night ta!k- 
athon artist, whose loyal following 
has been described as a cult and 
who turned a literary hoax into 
a probable bestseller, claims some 
sort of record; let no one dispute 
it. 

It looks at last as if the running 
battle between the unorthodox 
Shepherd and the staid WOR man- 
agement is finally over, with 
Shepherd off the station for good 
—this time. It all started a week 
ago Thursday (9) when WOR in- 
formed Shepherd that it would not 
renew his contract, which expired 
two days later (11). When Shep- 
herd asked why, the reply was that 
he’s not commercial enough. 

When the news got out, Shep- 
herd’s flock got busy, deluging the 
station with calls and even holding 
a mass protest meeting in front 
of the hurnt-out Wanamaker’s 
Bldg. So WOR, in a “let’s not be 
too hasty” turnabout, asked Shep- 
herd to continue his show for an- 
other week pending negotiations 
on a new contract with the William 
Morris office, his agents. 


| 
| 








Shep- | 


herd agreed, and took to the air | 


again Monday (13) on 
ditions. 

Everything was hunky till Thurs- 
day (16) night (actually Friday 


those con- 


morning) when a listener phoned ! 
to say he had read that Shepherd 


can’t sell soap, and wouldn’t it be 


a good idea if all his listeners went | 


out and bought a cake of soap to 
disprove the theory. “After 
the listener stated, “we 
people wash, too.” 

So Shepherd went on the air 
with the message; everyone was to 
buy a cake of soap. But what 
brand? Shepherd called for sug- 
gestions, then repeated 

(Continued on page 26) 


night 





Heinemann Shifts 


To NY. for NBC 


George Heinemann, longtime 
NBC programming chieftain in 
Chicago for the web’s WNBQ and 
WMAQ o&o0’'s, moves to New York 
Sept. 1 to take over the program- 


all,” | 


some of 


ming spot of WRCA-TV, the web's | 


flagship station. Heinemann 


re- | 


places Steve Krantz, who is exiting | 


to join Screen Gems (see separate 
Story). No replacement is set in 
Chicago for Heinemann, who among 
other shows brought in the now- 
network “Ding Dong School.” 


Heinemann’s been the program 
chief in the Jules Herbeveaux- 
helmed o&o0 operation since 1951, 
When he was upped from opera- 
tions manager of WNBQ to pro- 
Sram chief of the tv’er. “fie took 
Over programming for WMAQ in 
1953 when the radio and tv opera- 
tions were merged. Prior to 1948, 
when he rejoined the web, he had 
been with CBS after starting as an 
NBC pageboy, 








52-Week Renewal On 


Chevy’s ‘Crossroads’ 


vv 


+-PART STUDY 


the “Omnibus” roster for the up- 
coming season, which premieres on 
Oct. 7 in the Sunday night 9 to 
10:30 period on ABC-TV, some of 
the most ambitious projects yet 
undertaken by the Ford Founda- 
tion’s Radio-TV Workshop are on 
tap. 

While not precisely an innova- 
tion, the “Omnibus” in-depth prob- 
ing of vital subjec‘s as encom- 
passed in the “cyclical format’’—a 
theme whose scope is so large as 
to warrant a succession of pro- 
| grams—will be extended consider- 
ably during the new semester. 

However, what has all the ear- 
marks of a tv innovation is the 
fact that, although “‘Omnibus” will 
|inaugurate a “big name” pattern, 
utilizing top stars from this coun- 
try and abroad, Workshop factotum 
| Bob Saudek will adhere to the 
| $67,000-per-show production allot- 





| mont as in past years (in contrast 


to the $200,000 to $300,000 cost per 
average 90-minute spec). 

Major item on the new “Omni- 
| bus” agenda is a three-part look 


Heartened by a climb of 20% to|at how the Federal Government 


35% of the available tv audience 
over the past few months on its 
“Crossroads” half-hour 
night show on ABC-TV, Chevrolet 
has put through a 52-week renewal, 
extending into Oct., ’57, on the 
religioso segment 

“Crossroads” will be competing 
next season with the Walter Win- 
chell variety stanza (NBC) and 
“Zane Grey Theatre” (CBS). 


NBC-TV Gets Off 
Hook On Bolger 
In Curtis Deal 


It looks as if NBC-TV is going to 
get off the ground after all with 
its Ray Bolger “Washington 
Square” series. Web yesterday 
(Tues.) was wrapping up a deal 
for half-sponsorship of 14 of the 





| musical series with Helene Curtis, 


for airing on Sunday afternoons 
from 4 to 5, alternating with “Wide 


Wide World. 


NBC _ reportedly 


got the price 
down to $100,000 net per show, 
exclusive of time charges, and 


nabbed a verbal order for half the 

tab from Curtis last week in Chi- 

cago, during the convention. Web 
(Continued on page 42) 


|operates. As in the case of last 
| year’s three-part “Constitution” se- 


Friday | ries, Boston attorney Joseph N. 


Welch will be the guide. 
The cyclical program technique 


OF Ua. GOVT. 


On the basis of the blueprint for 


YCLICAL KID’ 





Alcoa-Geodyear’s ‘Spec Aura In 
Drama Reshu‘fie; Brodkin Exiting 





| 
| 





will not be restricted, however, to | 


the examination of 
Government, 
an absorbing and extended look at 
the Manhattan sociological phe- 
nomenon known as the Bowery 


the Federal 


casing. Also Leonard Bernstein is 
down for a two-part musical treat- 
ment—one concerning the devel- 
opment in America of the musical 
comedy, the other a takeout on 
Bach. 

Also in the works is an offbeat 
| treatment of Oedipus Rex, which 
will star a major “imported” name. 
An-in-depth examination of the 
pivotal Battle of Gettysburg, now 
two years in the planning, will be 
either a single or two-part treat- 
ment. Also on the Saudek sched- 
ule is an inquiry into the gentle 
art of murder as it is practiced in 
literature, and a pickup from one 
of the major medical colleges of 


What shapes un as) 


wiil probably get a two-part show- | 





Pepsi on a Celeste 

WOQXR, N. Y., which doesn't 
accept singing commercials, 
has found a way to get Pepsi- 
Cola back as a client. 

The w.k. Pepsi-tune will be 
played on a celeste, but with- 
out the singing accompani- 
ment. A spoken commercial 
will be tied to the tune. Pepsi- 
Cola signed up for a 26-week 
spot campaign, which began 
Monday (20). Pepsi quit the 
New York Times station in 
1944, when singing commer- 
cials were banned. 





+ Aside from the 





Hanpy Scrooge 
A'coa Musical 
For Xmas Spec 


A new musical version of Charles 
Dickens “A Christmas Carol” is 
set to preem on NBC-TV Dec. 23 
under ‘‘Alcoa Hour” auspices. Pro- 
gram will be extended to 90-minute 
length that night for the special, 


which is titled “The Havpy 
Scrooge” and will star Vic Da- 
mone, Johnny Desmond, the Four 
Lads, Patrice Munsei and Basil 
Rathbone. 


Labeled a “holiday original,” 
“Scrooge” is expected to be the 
forerunner of a series of holiday 
specials to be sponsored by Alcoa 
Entire show was packaged by 
Theatrical Enterprises and will be 
produced by the new agency—this 
is its first major television deal 


| under the production aegis of Joel 


the country for a 90-minute treat- 


ment of school doctors at work. 
Shifting of “Omnibus” into the 
ABC Sunday night time from its 
erstwhile Sabbath afternoon slot- 
ting on CBS has already touched 
off an anticipated programming 
rivalry, with a considerable hiking 
of the budget and prowl for major 


properties for the competing Al- 
coa-Goodyear hour dramatics on 


NBC-TYV. 


Spector, former Broadway and tele 
producer who put the project to- 
gether. It also marks the first time 
that NBC-TV will air a svec com- 
pletely packaged and produced by 
an outside agency, with the 
lar Showcase’ Productions 
taking a hiatus for this 
presentation. 


regu- 
starf 
Ak 0a 


“Scrooge” was written by 
Spielman and Janice Torre 
man, a Coast composer, has 
ten music for Metro and other stu- 
dios, while Miss Torre, who did the 
book and lyrics, is 
Metro scripter. Deal has already 
been negotiated for the Warner 
Bros. publishing houses to handle 
publication of the score, and The- 


Fred 
Spiel- 


also an ex- 


atrical Enterprises is currently in 


(Continued on page 42) 


Some How-To Proposals On Lifting TV 
Out Of News-Commentary Doldrums 


By ART WOODSTONE 


Reputable tv newsmen have ar- 
rived at a two-ply plan for: lifting 
video out of its news-and-commen- 
tary doldrums. They believe in the 
need for a half-hour nightly news 
program an idea that has failed 
to hear fruition, though suggested 


et CBS-TV. And to jazz up the 
news shows, they demand that 
video commentary be made a 


nightly part of the spectrum, not 
merely a weekend or special events 
item. 

This is a news year of big politi- 
cal doings, probably to be high- 
lighted by a razzle-dazzle, body- 
punching battle for the Presidency 
in November, and now being suc- 
cored by the conventions and the 
seriousness of international power- | 
plays. The newsmen figure radio 
is keeping up with the times and 
television is not. 

Below are observations and solu- | 
tions, some partial and others | 
whole, given by newsmen recently. | 

Mike Wallace, tv newscaster for | 
WABD, DuMont key in N.Y., has} 
opinions that embrace the half-| 
hour concept as the way to mecha- | 
nize news-in-depth and editorials 
on ty. He said that radio can jam 


twice as much news into a quarter-.| factor. The WABD reporter didn’t 


hour as tv. Reason, he felt, was 
that film consumes more time than 
a voice on radio, therefore marking 
the need for more 
on tv 

Wallace felt that the sponsor can 
gain strong identtty for his product 
by letting the newscaster take an 
editorial stand, for which there 
would be more time in a half-hour 
show. Increased costs of a 
show could be covered by 
sponsors, all of whom would be 
gaining more faithful supporters 
through the editorial stands of the 
commentators. Wallace found that 
his own 7 p.m. news show “reached 
rating peaks” whenever he 
dulged in one of his film editorials, 
e.g., Middle-East, Civil Defense, 
Puerto Ricans. He found, ironical- 
ly, that it’s the “rating war’ among 
the various local and network 
newscasters that keeps the respec- 
tive bankrollers from the first to 
try a change for the better. 

Besides editorials to create and 
hold interest 
longer times, Wallace said, the im- 
minence of transoceanic video and 
the advent of hand cameras make 
on-the-spot reporting a 


news space 


longer 
more 


in- | 


|only need in tv is for the com- | 


in news shows for | 


strong j 


agree with the newswriter that 
most sponsors are afraid of form- 
ing adverse commentary through 
tv editorials. He thought only a 
few would worry. He also thought 
that a show would be nurtured by 
any adverse commentary from 
Washington, since room _ could 
always be made to air it (and that’s 
not to forget the hoopla incident 
te such equal time demands in 
video’s past): 
John Daly’s Views 

John Daly, veep in charge of 

ABC-TV (and radio) news and 


special events and a network news- 


caster, said that ABC already had | 


commentaries on its tv news show, 
though he admitted that they were 
infrequent, due to the restrictions 
of the quarter-hour format. The 
network writer suggested that com- 
mentators might go as far as using 
the personal pronoun, I, in edito- 
rializing. But Daly thought that the 


mentator to base opinions on “de- 
ducible fact,” and to give both 
sides of the picture. 
Daly concurred with Wallace 
that sponsors aren’t afraid of an 
(Continued on page 26) 


writ- | 


10 Dinah Shore- 


Bob Hope showcases going into 
ithe Sunday night 9 to 10 segment 
‘on NBC-TV this fall, the network, 
lalong with the Alcoa-Goodyear al- 
| ternating the 
making a de- 
| termined bid to restore the hour 
| drama to its onetime preeminent 
| 

| 


sponsors on hour 


dramatie show are 


status. Herb Brodkin is exiting 
/as producer of the Alcoa-Goodyear 
series (he has some film commit- 
|ments on tap). But along with 
| Brodkin’s departure from the show 
|will come a whole new concept in 
(hour dramatic programming un- 
der the Showcase’ Productions 
nackating aetis in which the Sun- 
|day night stanza will more or less 
ibe interreloted with the Monday 
iInight “Producers’ Showcase" (also 
}out of the Showcase Productions 


| 
| shop). 


Thus the Alcoa-Goodyear dra- 
'maties may find Alex Segal stev- 
}ving to direct 10 of the shows, 
‘with other name producers-direc- 
tors getting assignments a la “Pro- 
ducers’ Showcase.” Similarly, an 
effort will be made to acquire the 
itype of story properties which 
will give Alcoa-Goodyear more of 


| 


a “spec aura” rather than the 
more conventional - type dramas 
that have characterized the hour 
in the past. 

It’s no secret that NBC along 
with the sponsors hove been far 


from havpy over the decline of the 


9 to 10 ratings and the _ si:ow’s 
overall prestige, although from a 
critical standpoint the trade has 
regarded the drama hour under 


srodkin as one of the more quali- 
tative in tv. 
Aside from 


upccming film com- 
mitments, it’s likely that Brodkin 
will be integrated into the Show- 


cose Productions pattern with nos- 
sibility of his moving inio 
ducers Showcase.” This, of course, 
would be dependent on the extent 
of his pix commitments 


“Proe 


Crantk Unloads 
Fa. TV Interests 


Miami, Aug. 21. 

Ted Granik, NBC producer and 
chief stockholder in WJNO, Palm 
Seach, an NBC affiliate, this week 
his interests in the tv station 
to John H. Phipps for $882,000 
WCTV, Talla- 
radio outlets in 
will take over 
the sale by 


sold 


Phipps, owner of 
and three 
irea 


hassee, 
that subject to 
ipproval of the FCC 
in December 
Granik, who 
Beach tv’er in 
resident of the 
in civic affairs 
his south Florida 


not been announced 


founded the 
1954, is a winter 
resort and active 
Future plans on 

activities have 


Palm 


Roca Too Small, So 
NBC Shifting Site Of 


o > 
Convention to Miami 
NBC's 30th anniversary conven 
for Boca Raton in 
being shifted to 
The network is tak- 
ing over the Americana Hotel 
which is still under construction) 
with the web’s anni hoopla as the 
hostelry’s initiai event.» To safe- 
guard against completion of the 
hotel in time, NBC has a protective 
insurance clause. 

Boca was the site of the NBC 
convention five years ago. How- 
ever, the network affiliations have 
grown to such an extent that the 
resort is no longer capable of han- 
dling the hundreds (both radio and 
itv affils) expected to turn out for 
the event. 

Four-day convention starts on 
Dec. 13 and will mark the first 
anniversary of Bob Sarnoff’s as- 
‘cendancy to the presidency. 


{ 


ion, scheduled 
Decem>er, iS 
Miami Beach 
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PULSE with Bill Cullen has propelled ratings on WRCA-radto froil 


2.1 IN AUGUST 1955 to 4.0 IN AUGUST 195t 


making WRCA New York’s *1 network radv station in the morning: 


¢ | _ 
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WRCA-RADIO 


4 tienda id! 
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The Augus®@ratings dramatize how PULSE with Bill Cullen 
has fascinated New York. 

Twice as many listeners as a year ago now are tuned to NBC’s 
flagship station—a larger morning audience than that of any 
other network outlet. 

And because ‘prices haven’t changed yet, PULSE is just as 


fascinating for time-buyers. 





Here is the prestige of a network flagship station —the per- 


suasive salesmanship of a great personality—a remarkably 


low cost-per-thousand—a bigger-than-ever audience. 


All this in PULSE, the only different morning radio pro- 
gram in New York. All this can be yours. For the complete 
story of fast-rising’ PULSE, just call George Stevens, our 
Sales Manager, at ClIrcle 7-8300. 


NBC RADIO LEADERSHIP STATION IN NEW YORK 








soLD BY (NBC §SPOT SALES 
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TV Webs in Valiant Try to Pump 
Freshness Into Tired GOP ‘Script’ 


Television sets across the land+ 


were still vibrating from last 
v.eek’s tornado of Democratic ora- 
tory when the three networks 


zeroed in Monday (20) for more of | 
same from the Republican’s Frisco | 


powwow. 


Last week the webs freewheeled | 


in a 
cover 


all over the Windy 
schizophrenic attempt to 

both the “story” and formal 
ceedings of the Dem’s assemblage. 
This week it’s the same _ script 
except radio-tv legmen are being 
forced to carry their “what's new?” 
interviews to ridiculous lengths as 
the GOP affair which looks to go 
gown in the record books as one 
political convention that failed to 
produce any surprises. There's no 
coubt about President E'!senhow- 
er’s renomination, and practically 
none about veepce Richard Nixon. 
All that remains aside from tomor- 
row’s (Thurs.) formal endorsement 


C.ty 


of the Ike & Dick ticket is a four- | 


day combination pep rally and 
variety show stagemanaged for tv 
by the GOP national committee 
with an assist from Hollywood's 
George Murphy and video’s own 
Robert Montgomery. 

So for first time in its young 
history, the medium is left to tell 
a political “story” it has practical- 
ly no hand in developing because 
in Frisco ’56 it’s the only story 
available. And whether or not it’s 
an “interesting” story or palatable 
tv fare depends in large measure 
on the viewers’ personal partisan 
stance. 

CBS, NBC and 
tried valiantly to pump up some 
“conflict” and excitement during 
Monday’s opening sessions. But by 
midafternoon even they had about 
given up on Harcld Stassen’s drive 
to dump Nixon as a quixotic boom- 
erang. Therefore, during most of 
brace of opening meetings they sat 
back and let Bob Doyle’s pool cam- 
eramen shoot the show. 


ABC reporters 


It was just as well the tv lads 
let the speechmakers have the spot- 
light solo. By the time the evening 


session started 50 minutes after 
the three webs had returned to the 
ar, interviewers had chinned wiih 
virtually everyone from Cabinet 
members to airline hostesses, the 
analysis boys had reanalyzed their 
own analysis and directors had 
called for one more shot of 
Golden Gate Bridge. Before Chair- 


man Len Hall gaveled the formal | 
three | 


night session opening, all 
networks had run out of pictures 
to shoot and people to talk to and 
their anchor men just sat back and 
invited the nation to watch warmup 
entertainment emceed by Wendell 
Corey. 

Although to a lesser degree than 
the Dem’s Chi clambake, be- 
cause there was less action on 
newsfront, the strength and weak- 
nesses of individual net’s coverage 
were apparent at the GOP’s open- 


+ 
al 


ing day love feast. CBS, with 
Walter Cronkite repeating his 
ironman anchor role, still leaves 
the best impression of overall 


e!ficiency, not on!y in catching on- 
wing interviews ‘(chat Richard Hot- 
telet as in Chi is all over the joint) 


but in providing a comprehensive 
picture of the whole situation 
ABC-TV this year has gained 
new stature, not only from John 
Daly’s smooth narration but also 
for those “conventions within a 
convention” delegate debates 
stirred up by ubiquitous Martin 


Agronsky. Since there's so little to 
Ontificate on, skull 
naa Ernest K. Lindley and 
Christian Science Monitor’s Erwin 
Canham are just so much filler. 


NBC-TV’s coverage continues to! 


be overly tricked up with those-| 
peephole screen effects, but it too 
is doing a solid overall job. If four 


years ago Columbia’s Cronkite was 
made a national figure by his con- 
vention duty, this year NBC’s Chet 
Jiuntley and_ especially David 
Erinkley, with his dry wit, figure 
to emerge with new prestige. 

If the combinea forces of the tv 
jndustry strain out there in Frisco 
and produce nothing more than a 
gaudy elephant, maybe the reason 
is that the traditicnal political con- 
vention, no matter how carefully 
“produced” for video, is an anach- 
ronism in this electronic age. 

Dave. 





Portland, Ore.—Walter E. Wag- 
staff was named manager of KGW- 
TV by Gordon Orput, president of 
Pioneer Broadcasting Co. Wag- 
staff leaves the post of general 
manager of a tv station in Boise, 
Idaho, to take over the helm of the 
town’s newest channel in the fall. 
He is also a member of the NBC 
station planning and 
committee, 





pro- | 
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sessions with | 


| RENAISSANCE ON TV 
| With Dr. Frank C, Baxter 
Producer: Bill Whitley 

| Director: Alex Runciman 
39 Mins., Sun, 4 p.m. 
WCBS-TV, New York 

The urbane U. of Southern Cali- 
fornia professor, Dr. Baxter, does 
just as well with the Renaissance 
topic of his “Shakespeare on TV” 
series. The Renaissance lecture se- 
| ries, originated by KNXT, the CBS 
lo&o Los Angeles station, is being 
| kinescoped Sundays by WCBS-TV, 


| N.Y. 
| Premiere show was devoted to 
Dr. Baxter’s exposition of condi- 


‘tions in the Middie Ages which 
|; presaged the pericd wnen men 
such as Leonardo Da Vinci flour- 
|}ished. Dr. Baxter speaks trom a 
wealth of knowledge, h's delivery 
is relaxed and punctuated by the 
interest he feels in the subject. He 
|utilizes maps, woodcuts and pic- 
tures of the period to illustrate his 
talk. The sweep of the preem’s 
subject—taking in the entire Mid- 
dle Ages in 30 minutes—was its 
biggest weakness. There was 
|/hardly time to peek beneath the 
surface. 

In succeeding series, Dr. Baxter 
plans to have guest scholars on va- 
rious aspects of the Renaissance. 
The ensuing interplay should add 
to program’s interest. Horo. 


WPIX Inks New Biz 


WPIX, N. Y., hit a fast-moving 
sponsor pace this week, inking 
seven new contracts, including two 
lrenewals from national adver- 
| tisers. 








A majority of the business was 
spots and participations, including 
|a 13-week saturation campaign by 
Robert 


Hall Clothes, commencing 
Sept. 17. On the renewal side, 
Maxon, Inc., renewed its contract 
for H. J. Heinz’s ‘Studio 57,” and 


the Toni Co. renewed another con- 
tract for a spot drive. 

The new accounts include Col- 
gate-Palmolive, Campbell Soup, 
Zenith and Peter Paul Candy. 


Alcoa Hour 

Topicality itself isn’t enough to 
make a good play. David Karp’s 
“The Big Vote,” a piece about the 
decline of an old-line party boss, 
was topical enough in its Sunday 
(19) presentation on “Alcoa Hour,” 
coming as it did between political 
conventions, but still, it wasn’t a 
good play. It sustained interest. 
to be sure, but had little dramatic 
impact. 

In portraying the changeover 
from the old order to the new (en- 
lightened electorate), Karp. dis- 
played two key failings. His char- 
acters were superficial and unsym- 
pathetic, for one thing, and his 
story really ended an act too soon, 
for another After the old-line 
boss, pictured as an honest, cour- 
ageous and moral fellow whose 
ideas about politics are just too 
old-fashioned, gets his comeup- 
pance, the rest is anticlimax, con- 
cerned as it is with the efforts of 
the brash but practical winner’s ef- 
forts (successful, of course) to get 
the boss back into the ranks for 
the coming campaign. 

Ed Begley, as the boss, was im- 
pressive and believable within the 
limits set for him. He was an in- 
teresting character, though not a 
sympathetic one, and therein lies 
'one of the faults of the play. When 
}the conflict changed from one of 
issues after Begley gets plastered 
in the primary to a personal con- 


flict—whether he'll return to poli- 
tics, the story lost interest. Char- 
acterization of the new boss, 


played with vigor by Walter Mat- 

thau, didn’t help any, since it 

seemed entirely one-dimensional. 
Rest of the cast, headed by Kath- 


‘leen Maguire, William Emhardt, 
| Luis Van Rooten, William Harri- 
gan, Walter Burke and_ Robert 


| Culp, were excellent. Norman Fel- 
ton’s direction was somewhat 
choppy and tended to lag in the 
final act, but here again, it was a 
|matter of a weak ending to what 
|might have been a_ fascinating 
| story. Chan. 





Climax 
The 1945 crash of a B-29 into 


No Weekend Respite 
From Politics as Webs 
Offer Up Entr’actes 


Television’s working | stiffs 
‘hardly had time to catch their 
breaths before the electronic spot- 
light was swung last weekend from 
!the Democrats’ Windy City talka- 
‘thon to the Republicans’ Frisco 
extravaganza which opened Mon- 
day (20). And if there was no hia- 
tus, for the video troops between 
the back-to-back political conven- 
tions, likewise there was no week- 
end respite from politics for the 
dialers, 

The three tele networks 
leased a round dozen entr’ 
ferings Saturday (18) and Sunday 
(19) from Frisco, totalling six and 
a half hours of programming. 
Coming right on the hee's of the 
Dems’ five-day gabfest and just be- 
fore the GOP’s whirl, it was a 
classic demonstration of saturation 
prezramming that must have left 
a lot of fans wishing for at least 
a brief moratorium from the soap- 
| boxing and pontificating. 
| There were to be sure, some high 
spots among this welter of political 
small talk. CBS-TV’s Sunday aft- 





} 


un- 
acte of- 





jernoon “Bandwagon '56” is remem- | 


bered as the most imaginative of 
ithe lot with its filmed recap of the 
|Republicans’ dramatic ‘52 con- 
clave. It was an excellent change 
of pace even if it did show up how 
unexciting this year’s conventions 
are compared to those four years 
ago when Dwight Eisenhower and 
| Adlai Stevenson first entered the 
| political bigtime. 

Also NBC-TV's ‘‘Outlook” 
| off with distinction as Chet Hunt- 
j ley, David Brinkley and Bill Henry 
|sat in on a comprehensive wrapup 
of the Frisco scene. Hour, com- 


} 


| views, 
came | 


‘of GOP. 


plete with a filmed history of Ike’s | 


career and a switch to Washington 
‘where John Rich described the 
President’s weekend, climaxed 
fwith an interview of veep Rich- 
ard Nixon by Henry. 

In a matter of minutes, Nixon 
}popped up on CBS's concurrent 


| his 


“Convention Preview” to repeat 
his humility act for Ted Church. 
This half-hour, like many of the| 


others, was largely a Frisco trav- 
elog with Walter Cronkite anchor- 
ing from the web’s main conven- 
tion studio. The day before 
Charles Collingwood conducted a 
tv tour of the city, with the first 
lof about a half dozen shots from 





Se a i ae 
Leonard Lee 


missed the boat in 
his script, ‘“‘The 78th Floor,” for 
“Climax” last Thursday (16). For- 


tunately, producer Edgar Peterson 
and director Tom Donovan sal- 
vaged much of the hour with a 
super-realistic staging job on the 
third-act crash that atoned some- 
what for the ineptness of the script, 
but it’s a good guess that the first 
two acts had chased many viewers 
away by then. 

Lee used the familiar technique 
—the basis for a multitude of dis- 
aster stories—of taking a couple of 
characters about to commit some 
wrong at the time of the crash and 
prevented from doing so by the 
disaster. The motivation was re- 
vealed via flashbacks, and for two- 
thirds of the hour, the audience 
was treated to a pair of dull soap- 
operas. 


Otto Kruger was one of the 
characters, an ad agency exec 
turned blind, who’s about to com- 


mit suicide because he’s useless to 
the wife, the agency and the world. 
When he leads a couple to safety, 
he finds “I’ve been of use to some- 
body.” Kruger wasn’t very 
vincing, but then who could be 
With lines like “I know I’m doing 
ihe right thing’ to mouth. Rose- 
mary De Camp had an equally 
thankless role as his wife, and she 


didn’t have much luck with it 
either. 

Other couple, played by Pat 
Crowley and Scott Brady, were 


hardly more believable, with Brady 
playing a tv repairman who decides 
to hold up the jewelry firm where 
Miss Crowley, his fiancee, works so 
he can ply her with minks when 
| they’re wed. 
{the “you don’t know what it is to 
be poor” routine, while she count- 
ered with ‘‘minks aren’t every- 
thing.” The fadeout was a “what 
‘have I done” type clinch. 

| So there we are, and if not for 
a honey of a staging job where 
{Kruger and the couple wander 
'dazedly through flame, smoke and 
| rubble-filled corridors while there’s 
a mob scene downstairs, the entire 
hour would have been worthless. 
| As it was, the finale hardly made 


advisory |the Empire State Bldg. is a chal-|up for the script, but it was some 
_ jlenging theme for a teleplay, but | compensation, 


Chan. 


ui 


Sinatra Across the Board 


Whether by design or accident, and most likely it was the latter 
since the laryngitis was unexpected, Frank Sinatra sure played it 


across the board on two networks and one local 


(ABC-TV) ap- 


pearance, as part of the N.Y. outlet’s regular Sunday night “Film 


Festival” (British pix). 


Both on ABC and the Steve Allen (NBC) appearances he plugged 
his ‘Johnny Concho” (UA) pic, concurrent at the Broadway Para- 
mount; on CBS he foiled for Red Skelton in a couple of impro- 


vised bits. 


xuest emcee Skelton (‘in the still ailing Ed Sullivan’s 


absence) deliberately stated he’d “take over in order to help save 


the voice.” 


On the Allen-NBCer they clowned with a gag pante 


to one of Sinatra’s recordings, ““A Foggy Day In London Town.” 
Sullivan’s show was marked by a noblesse oblige reading (by 
Skelton) of a Collier’s mag article wherein the columnist, while 


expressing “disappointment” 


over their feud expressed 


himself 


that he chose to remember Sinatra’s unselfish chores for charity, 


war bonds, etc. 


Withal, the former swoon-croon kid has matured 


into a star of stature, and the network’s facilities, on the same 
cream Sunday night and within the same 8-9 evening hour (not to 
mention the local ABC-TV stint) contributed inestimable publicity 


values. 


Sammy Davis Jr., Alan Dale & Skelton, Steve Allen & Julius 
LaRosa were the Sinatra substitutions at the Paramount theatre 


early Sunday when his voice failed him. 


his own. 


He did the final show on 


Sinatra closed last night (Tues.), giving the Broadway 


Paramount (with the Tommy Dorsey band backing him) a taste 


of what a boffola bandshow can mean to the boxoffice. 


Sinatra 


proved boffola for himself on a two-ply stint which veered from 


vendetta to a generous salute to the ailing columnist. 
off with a personal “get well” to Ed Sullivan. 
and-light on Sabbath eve—but also good show business. 


He signed 
It was sweetness- 
Abel. 








|unproductive of fireworks. 


the Top O’ the Mark which was a 
must for practically every shew. 
ABC-TV did its Chamber of 


Commerce routine with Saturday | 


night’s “Convention City” helmed 
by Quincy Howe at the Cow Pal- 
ace vantage point he and John 
Daly are working from this week. 
It was the usual round of inter- 
plus that inveitable pose 
from the Mark Hopkins crowsnest. 
Howe and colleagues were back 
Sunday night interviewing a clute 
(“These Are the Men’’) 
bigwigs. Nixon was present again, 
as was Available 
who was all over the screen with 
Herter-for-vice-president per- 
formance that badly needed a new 


! 
| 


| 
| 
; 


Harold Stassen | 


script before the weekend was out. | 


All the regular and special panel 
shows were loaded with GOP poli- 
ticos and except for CBS’ ‘Face 
the Nation” tense session with 
Thomas Dewey they were largely 
Nation- 
al chairman Leonard Hall fenced 
adroitly with the newsmen on 


| NBC’s “Meet the Press” and Stas- 


| campaign 


his 
web’s 


anti-Nixon 
“Youth 


tubthumped 
on same 


sen 


| Wants to Know.” 


ABC’s 
ence” featured 
Langlie and 


“College Press Confer- 
governors Arthur 


|Lodge. It was a polite meeting of 
|minds, Same channel's “Campaign 
Roundup” with Senator William 


Knowland leading a parade of 
GOP figures and NBC’s “American 


|Forum” with a quartet of gover- 


nors, and its “Convention Search- 
light” chin session with Knowland 
again added to the torrent of 
words. 

With President Eisenhower's re- 


| nomination in the bag, the only re- 


motely possible question mark to 


| be resolved this week at the Cow 


Palace is whether Nixon will be his 


running mate again. And this 
“controversy,” hardly worthy of 
the name, was worked and re- 


worked to the point of absurdity 
by television last weekend. Some 
of the boys shoulda stood in bed 
and given everyone a rest. 





News-Comentary 


aqumas Continued from page 23 ja 


editorial stand on their news shows. 
He thought that editorials required 
at least four-minutes to develop 


| satisfactorily. 


con- | 


He had to go through | 


Hard News a Problem 


Charles Collingwood, commenta- 
tor for WCBS-TV, N.Y., and the 
parent network, explained why it 
was hard getting hard news into 
a quarter-hour. Film footage, first 
off, takes a longer time to unravel 
than a radio newscaster’s words. 
Moreover, the changes between film 
clips and the necessary transitions, 
plus the chance for occasional tech- 
nical goofs, slow down the tv pro- 
gram, 

An anonymous 
writer offered some inflammatory 
comments... His basic premise was 


| that news programming was never 


|many big names have done 


a mass audience concept, nor will 


| 


Theodore Mckeldin ! 
'and UN ambassador Henry Cabot 


| good). 


out opinions and as likely to lose 
homescreeners to a feature film or 
another ‘‘reader” as he is to hold 
them. He pointed to Edward R, 
Murrow as a prime example of a 
newscaster with an editorial opin- 
ion and a large, devoted audience, 
but not always sponsored. He 
pointed to Howard K. Smith, who 
only gets weekend exposure and 
also without a bankroller. 


The man offered two reasons why 
weeknight newscasters aren’t per- 
mitted to spice up shows with edi+ 
torial stands: One is that spone 
sors, who fork out impressive sums 
nightly for a quarter hour, time 
and talent, fear the objection of 
a single dissenting viewer; second 
point was that the networks are 
constantly aware of and _ intimi- 
dated by the possibility of action 
by irate solons, either in pushing 


the monopoly question into the 
courts or in demands for costly 
“equal time.” 

—- 











Shepherd 


quam Continued from page 23 gaa 


them. Stmebody said, and Shep- 
herd repeated, “How about Sweet- 
heart Toilet Soap, it’s a good brand 
and it doesn’t do too much advere 
tising’ (station’s version is that 
Shepherd said its sales aren’t very 
So Shepherd told his lis 
teners to go to their drug stores, 
buy a cake of Sweetheart Toilet 
Soap and tell ’em Jean Shepherd 
sent you. Also be sure to say “Ex- 
celsior.”’ 


That’s when general manager 
Bob Leder, who hasn’t been get- 


ting much sleep lately monitoring 
the hot-potato Shepherd’s 1 to 5:30 
a.m, stint, reportedly hit the ceile 
ing. If he didn’t reach the ceiling, 
he did make it to the phone, and 
called the transmitter in Carteret, 
N. J., and instructed the engineer 
to cut Shepherd off the air. S90 
then came the inevitable ‘‘Due 
conditions beyond our control... 


to 
, 


The following day, Shepherd 
merely said “I’ve been fired 
again.’ Leder said he couldn't 


have anybody insulting potential 
customers of the station (Sweet- 
heart and Cashmere Bouquet, also 
mentioned, aren’t advertisers on 
the station) and anyway, he wanted 
a less cultish personality and one 


| who would appeal to a wider audi- 


ence range. Shepherd, who appar- 
ently thought Leder blew up be- 
cause he felt Shepherd was rubs 
bing it in, insisted that it was “just 
a gag,” but said he hadn't been 
able to get through to Leder dur- 


ing the day. The official WOR 
{announcement stated that Shep- 


herd “Continually interjected une 
authorized commercial material! 


| into the broadcast. 


network news- 


it ever be either on radio or tv. | 


Hence, he felt that tv commenta- 
tors should “cultivate” a substan- 


tial and loyal audience with his | 


own opinion of the news, just as 
in 
radio. 

In tv today, a news show is only 
as good as its film, which is often 
as bad as it is good. Reliance on 
film makes the tv newscaster an 
innocuous “reader of news,” with- 


While WOR admittedly had 
two offices manning the phones to 
handle the protests on Friday, 
Shepherd was unconcernedly lis- 
tening to offers from both CBS and 
NBC (one of them a television 
deal) and wrapping up the narra* 
tion for a somewhat commercial 
enterprise, an industrial film fot 
Worthington Generating Equip- 
ment Co. And WOR meanwhile 
set a replacement, a Parsippany, 
N. J., auctioneer name of Long 
John Nebel, whose done some 
work on the station in the past and 
who will conduct a deejay-inter- 
view-special features show, 


——_——_, 
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‘Who Called That Carpenter a Writer?” 


Don’t encourage writers—discourage them—lots of ’em would be 


better off as carpenters. 


That's the advice of Cornwell Jackson, coast veepee of J. Walter 
Thompson agency which reads many scripts for its tv 
is wasted in 
don't really have talent for writing. 
the 
market today is one in which the writer was never more in demand. 
receives 
and other shows, 
‘because I have the most beautiful collection of rejection 
Lot of would-be writers today 
aged by their classmates and cellmates, 


exec opining “more time 


bub is made of “encouraging” 

Jackson, whose agency 
Video Theatre” 
and quit 
slips you ever read.” 


daily 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 


shows, the 
encouraging people who 
Jackson avers too much hub- — | 
writer, uppointing that the 


many scripts for “Lux 
admitted he was once a writer 


are “encour- 
but they would be better 








LOTSA 


PROGRAMS 
ARE PUT ON ICE 


This is 
when 





the time of 
the tv networks, 
SRO on nighttime 
take stock of their 
inventories and, much to. their 
chagrin, find that they’ve got mil- 
lions of dollars tied up in proper- 
ties that won’t even get on the air. 
At least not for the first 13 or 26 


virtually 
availabilities, 


off as carpenters,” he asserted. weeks. But since disappointments 
“The guy who really wants to write can let writing be a by- and cancellations are inevitable, 
product. It’s a great mistake when everybody with a pencil shar- j the webs can’t afford to relax their 
pener thinks they can write. Most people who think they can vigilance in stocking their shelves 
write don’t understand the craft. Everybody who has written a with potentially promising vehicles 
letter thinks they can write. I think writing and acting are the | in prepping for the day when 
two most difficult crafts. The greatest kindness is to give would-be | time again opens up. 
writers out-and-out criticism. It’s hard to do it since they have Take the case of CBS-TV. for 
taken time and effort, but there is no point in kidding them about [example. With only an alternate- 
it. There is too much encouragement for writers these days. /week hour of “Playhouse 90” 
“It's ridiculous, too, to say only name writers can sell. As a 


matter of fact, 
merit. If a man thinks he c 
coddle him. 
coddling. If the writer 
do mankind some good, 
writes is good, he'll sell. 
_! didn’t feel had ability,” 








the names sirike out as well as those without names. 
We get scripts from everybody and we judge them solely on their 
can write, 
It’s too tough a business, 
can’t sell then let 
and just write on the side. If 
I have never 
concluded Jackson. 


then let him try it, but don’t 
and you just harm him by 
him take another job, 
what he 
encouraged anyone whom 








Neatest TV Trick of the Week: 


Sinatra-Sullivan Peace-Pipe Bit 


Robert M. Wetiman’s talent re-¢ 
lations, dating back to his long- | 


time managing directorship of 


the Broadway Paramount which 


created much contemporaneous 


show biz lore in the realm of ‘“‘live”’ 
entertainment, 
Frank Sinatra-Ed Sullivan 
pipe bit. Weitman, now CBS pro- 
am veepee, at first had suggested 
at “it would be a 
hing” on his (Sinatra’s) past Sun- 
ay (19) night Steve Allen-NBC 
how to wish the competitive Sul- 
in a gallant “get well.” (This 
is after Sinatra also agreed that 
1.e@ would phone the ailing N.Y. 
Jaily News columnist and star of 
he CBS-TVer and wish him well 

Thereafter it snowballed, unde 
own volition when Weil 
gested the singer c 
vrite himself a little personal show 
biz hi by doing a double-fea- 
ture on two competitive networks 
the two top concurrent variety 
vs, on the same night, and with- 
in the same hour. 
and Sinatra, with full awareness 
he would be on a bicycle among 

(Continued on page 43) 


peace- 


real smart 


ew ae - 0 


inatra’s 
in sug 


, 
yuld 


story 


~ 


‘Bandstand,’ Designed 
For Radio, May Prove 
To Be a TV Sleeper 


While NBC came up with §its 
“NBC Bandstand” effort a couple 
of months ago primarily in an ef- 


fort to salvage its morning radio 
schedule, it may have developed 
a sleeper on the tv side. While 
t show's effectiveness in radio is 
j to be determined, the MRalf- 
hour 10:30 to 11 a.m. simulcast 
Version has been cutting Arthur 
Godfrey's lead over NBC-TY in the 

rning time period 

rrendex studies showed God- 
Irey’s July (2-6) Trendex at a 6.0, 

ahead of NBC’s 1.6 with Ernie 
Kovacs at the time. But a special 


Trendex for July 30-Aug. 3, the 
Week “Bandstand” preemed, 
showed NBC up to 2.3 and Godfrey 


al d CBS down to a 4.7. Latest 
lrendex, covering Aug. 6 to 10, 

ws “Bandstand” up further, 
With a 3.1, and Godfrey still sliding 


With a 4.3. Since the “Bandstand” 
breem, NBC states, Godfrey’s share 
©t audience has slumped by 30°. 
Just to kick the Godfrey gong 
ound still further, NBC 


again figured in the 


This caught fire 





Sinatra Beats Sinatra 

It was a 
Sunday evening in 
Allen-Ed Sullivan 
the weekend, what with Frank 
Sinatra shuttling between the 
two shows and even appearing 
on ABC's *‘Famous Film Festi- 
val”’ to insure impartiality. It 
must have been just that neu- 
trality that kept tthe overnight 
Trendex ratings running at par, 
since the Sullivan segment, 


crazy, mixed up 
the Steve 


battle over 


emceed by Red Skelton, again 
wound up with a sizeable lead 
over Allen. 

Skelton pulled down a 20.9 
rating and a 52.7°7 share, com- 
pared with Allen’s 13.7 and | 
36° share. “Famous Film” | 
ran last with 4.1 and a 10.3 
share 





NBC-TV ‘Matinee’ |: 


Sponsor Windfall 
—But With an If 


Pulp & 
recently switched from 
defunct Biow agency to 
Craig & Kummel, is mapping a 
$4,500,000 daytime 


Hudson 
which 


Paper Co., 
the 


Norman, 


television 


{spread via the sponsorship of 


five-days-weekly 
“Matinee” 
It’s by 


quarter-hour 
under a 


on 
deal 
that such 


-week 


52 


no means certain 


a deal will go through, however, 


since it’s all conditional on NBC- 
TV finding a bankroller to take 


| more 


| Hub Robinson & Co. 


open in its entire nighttime roster, 
the network finds itself with at 
least a half dozen properties (rep- 
resenting to date an outlay of 
séveral million dollars) which they 


are obliged to put on ice for the 
simple reason that, even if spon- 
;sors wanted them, there’s no 


prime time in which to slot them. 

CBS poured a barrel of dough 
into its acquisition of the UPA 
product (“Mr. McBoing Boing”) 
with additional coin going into a 
revamping ot the operation 
tv entity, but nowhere on the ’'56- 
"07 schedule does it show up. Yet 
having invaded the  cartoonery 
field on such a large scale, the 
network is siphoning more and 
promising “things to come” 
when sponsors and agencies start 
reappraising their program wares 
and decide on a change 


CBS 


plunked down $500,000 to 
igrab off the rights and half-own- 
ership stake in studio facilities in 
fconnection with its projected 
“Perry Mason” full hour’ film 
series his was designed as a ma- 
|jor otfering for the upcoming sea- 
son. But, like UPA, it’s now nec- 
essary to earmark it for the future. 
And with a full production crew 
jalready designated, the network is 
| proceeding with the initial 13 in- 
| stallments, at a cost far’ exceeding 
the initial $500,000 investment. 


are alerted to 
the inevitably of an hour’s time 
opening up, even if it doesn’t hap- 
pen until a vear or two ye from 
now, but it that 
unless they’) films the 
sponsors Hence 
coin into a 
venture. 
Probe’ 
subject of 


irs 

equally aware 
e qualitative 
won't be buying 
flow of CBS 
you can’t see it now” 
The Wendell Corey 
series dealing with the 
forensics; the “Chicago 212” adven- 
ture-crime series; the ‘Heart 
Honolulu” film series, somewhat of 


a steady 


Ea a »arpart > Frisco-loc;: | . 
a counterpart to the Frisco-localled | rector of 


“Lineup” the long-anticipated 
Marie Wilson situation comedy 
series, too, are bullish prospects 
on which some extravagant CBS 
coin has already been lavished 
and on which enthusiasm runs 
high within the CBS precincts, 
| but with the network obliged to 
{sit on them against a “wait and 
see’ day. 





OCT. 6 SLOTTING FOR 
LEE COOLEY KIDSPEC 


The second 90-minute k 
spectacular slated for ABC-TV 


iddie 
will 


' 
the year 


Mentholatum Dickers 


as a} 


programming | 


° 
Q@w AVeNCY; BIZ 
y> 

Tops $1,500,000 
Newest advertising agency to 
“hit the street’ is Carlos Franco 
Associates Inc... which goes to the | 
fall programming post with up- 
‘wards of $1,509,000 in tv billings 
What makes the operation unique 
however, is that the Franco setup 
1) stems primarily from a market 
Ing-research foundation 2) ha 


of | 


NT SEE IT NOW’ 





Westinchouse’s $5,300,000 Dicker 


For WIND New 





$500,000 NBC-TV Buys 


Mentholatum, comparative 
stranger to ao television, is 
negotiating a $500,000 daytime 


deal with NBC-TV_ through J. 
Walter Thompson. Under the 
ceal, it would take on sponsorship 
of a quarter-hour on “Modern Ro- 
mances”’ for 13 alternate weeks 
starting Oct. 15 and a weekly quar- 
ter-hour on “It Could Be You” for 
15 weeks starting Nov. 12 

Only thing holding up the deal 
is that Mentholatum wants its 
sponsorship on the two shows to 
fall on the same day of the week, 
and the web is trying to juggle 
things around to fit it in 


Carlos Franco s 


been built mainly as a “package: 


goods agency 

Franco, the ex-longtime Youn: 
& Rubicam timebuver who subs 
quently moved into the Kudner 
and Weintraub agencies, then with 
Crosley Broadcasting, already en- 
joys the distinction of grossing 
more billings with Mutual network 
than any other agency, as repre- 
sented by Seaboard Drug’'s (Mei 
cin) full network stake in the Wal 
ter Winchell newscasts next sea- 
son, plus sponsorship of Bob & 
Ray 

In addition, Franco has broug 
into the house S. R. Stern Labora 
tories (cookies made from the pulp 


of oranges): 


Kromex Co) slum 


num ware); Jetro (Japanese Exter- 
nal Trade Recovery Organization 
and Rhodes Pharmacal Co Safe 
Sleep). And Franco reps Frank 
Block’s St. Louis agency in N.Y 

Identified with Franco in the 
new agency are Ed Mottern as di 


creative services; J. Ed- 


i ward Fox as financial specialist 
Dr. Franklin R. Cawl, head of ma: 
keting, merchandising and re- 


over cosponsorship in non-Hud-| be done by Lee Cooley, in associa- 
son distribution areas |tion with Jack Beekman The 
Hudson’s distribution setup cov- | S20W) 0 be aired, Oct. 6, repre- 
ze NBC's . |sents the first venture into pack- 
ers about 70° of NBC's basic | aging for Cooley, long associated 
|must-buy lineup, which means the | with Perry Como on tv as a pro- 
network must come up with a/ ducer, director and writer. 

. . € r+ ri hy > : t > F > ree ‘NOliecte 
sponsor for that remaining 30°% or The tab for the three projected 
Sok te ant iin. tus Mia At kiddie spectaculars will be picked 

- Ce y ne ards f * . : ‘ 

' Pal €0 Dy © woares. ¢ 9 by the Red Goose Shoe Co. 
the rate of $900,000 per quarter- ated for Saturday telecasting be- 
hour on an annual basis, a cross- a at 11 a.m., as the other 
the-board buy comes to $4,500,- cone babe tegen — 

‘ satis wil eature Johnny Olsen, Alene 

000, a sum NBC isn’t ap at 2 ‘ ' , 335 
oo C isn't apt to let 0 | Halton, Ranger Andy, in addition 
so quickly. Such a deal would more | to a full orchestra and vocal chorus 
than get ‘‘Matinee” off the hook, | under the direction of Nick Perito 


has | 


b 0ked Frank Parker for “Band- | 


Stand” for a two-week stand start- 
ing next Monday (27). Tenor, of 
course, is one of the old Godfrey 
Sang who got a polite bounce a 


|provide for fewer 
Sales, always a tough proposition. 
, Deal would mark the first seg- 


Couple of months ago when God-| 


frey refused to renew his contract. 


and would take the pressure off 
the sales force in that it would 
participation 


mented sponsorship of the show, 
in contrast to the participaton 
setup that’s obtained all along. 





and a group of featured dancers 


| with Lee Morrison doing the chore- 


ography. 


The initial kiddie spec will be | segments on 


search, and Richard W. 
charge of media. 


Hubbell in 


‘MR. ADAMS & EVE’ 
TO SUB ‘CRUSADER’ 


R. J: Reynolds and the Wm 
Esty agency have finally set a re- 
placement for their CBS-TV F1 
day night “Crusader” segment 
with the latter getting a reprive 
through January but then making 
way for “Mr. Adams and Eve,” the 
new Ida Lupino-Howard Duff co: 
edy series, Series, created by M 
Lupino and Duff, will be scripted 
by Sol Saks. It was packaged by 
Don Sharpe, 

Network, incidentally, bought in 
on the show a couple of months 
back, purchasing a 50°o interest 


with an eye to finding a time slot 
for it. 


NCAA Grid's Insurance Coin 


All-State Insurance has signed 


to sponsor the quarter-hour pre- 
game segment of NBC-TV’s NCAA 
‘football schedule this fall. All- 


| State will bankroll the pre-game 
seven of the eight 


telecast on Saturday (25) from the | NCAA national telecasts. 
St. Louis Zoo, with Johnny Olsen | 


as emcee. 
airing on Dec. 8, 


Network had previously sold the 


The third is slated for | five-minute post-game capsules to 
i Dow Chemical. 


High for AM Indie 


Chicago, Aug. 21 


Deal is virtually set whereby 
Westinghouse’s broadcasting di- 
vision will buy WIND, generally 
conceded to be one of the most 
lucrative independent stations in 
the nation, for approximately 
$5,300,000. That's a new high for 
un indie price tag, topping the 
$4,100,000 a syndicate headed by 
Jack Wrather and John L. Leeb 
Shelled out last year for WNEW 
in New York. 

Purchase, subject of course to 
FCC approval, will be a= stock 
transaction with 92,000 shares of 
Westinghouse stock going to the 
WIND ownership Stock is being 
traded currently o the Big Board 
at about $57 a si 

Present WIND ownership break 
down thusly: Prexy Ralph Atlass 
who has helmed the overation 
since 1980 owns a 11°O intere 
the three members of Chi CBS 
veep H. Leslie Atlass’ family— 
Frenk, Harriet and Les Junior, 
WIND program ehief—own 29.7¢% 
jointly; Helen Wrigley of the gum 
firm has 26.4 John S. Knight, 
head’ of the newspaper chain, owns 
27.7 and WIND com ‘clal mane 
ager John Car YY Do 

It’s understood the three Atlass 
youngsters were n } fo aces pt 
the Westinzhou fT and toreine 
vest their capital gains. It’s known 
they have been scouting around 
for a tv station to pr » In the 
debate whether or not to sell the 
5. 000-watt indie wh: osses U 
wards of $5,000 061 muddy the 
Wrigley block -of is voted 
vit that held I \t] trio 
n tavor ¢ i 1 I ‘ l 
I otle V\ ust 


Rassler Says “Med 


Ri ri pyle od Him, Ac! § 
$3,290, O60 D 


made S 

\ u 21 
\aron Zepp known in rassling 
circles as Lord Anthony Spears, 
filed a $&%: 1) 000 uit rninst 
“Medic,” NBC and others in Fed- 
! Court Monday ) charging 
iivVasion Oo trauc, breach 
oi contract t ul ttt metition, 
He cla » foriune 
ling a » pi ! if on 
the grunt oan circuit, that of 

estler who recite Shakesp 

While ttired in ful'dress 
Vedic” offered to use him as star 
of a film showing plastic surge io 
cure cauliflower eat and would 
pay surgical expense he contin- 
ued Instead, he s thes ‘ot 
his story, did a telefilm on char- 
ictel similay to ars" but 
froze him out Since the telefilm 
ippeared, the public ‘the claims, 
holds him up to ridicule because 
he didn’t have ear surgery as de- 
picted in the film Title of tele- 
film was “T} Daughter And the 

Weeping.” 


DALY NEWSCASTS TO 
COAST FOR 1ST TIME 


John Daly’s ABC-TV newscasts 
will go to the web's Coast network 
for the first time starting Sept. 5, 
though he’s been on the i for 
pearly three r ms now Step, 

hich opened up t entire Pa Cc 
network to Daly undoubtedly 
help the web’s sales force on the 
Daly show, since clearance prcb- 
lems have been a major stumbling 
block (Show is sponsored three 
out of five nights weekly, by Miles 
Labs and Time Inc.) 

Coast feed will be by a two and 
one-half hour hot kinnie ‘(three 
and a half until the East goes 
standard time), with the Coast get- 
ting the show on kinnie at 6:45 
PST). It originates in N. Y. at 
7:15 (EDT), accounting for the 

‘three and a half hour difference. 


Possibility is that once a suificient 
lineup is cleared, Daly would do 
a repeat live newscast for the 
Coast to overcome the time lag 
insofar as late news breaks are 


j concerned. 
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This is the NEW Universal Zooma 


last week at the Democratic 


SPEED: F:3/9 

ZOOM RANGE: 2% to 16 INCHES. 

WEIGHT: TEN POUNDS. 

LENGTH: FOURTEEN INCHES. 

COLOR BALANCED AND CORRECTED FOR 

MONOCHROME AND COLOR. 

WILL CONVERT TO ALL AMERICAN ORTHICON CAMERAS. 
THIS LENS DOES NOT TIE UP A CAMERA...CAN BE 
PUT ON OR TAKEN OFF IN LESS THAN A MINUTE. 
MINIMUM DISTANCE: OPERATES 16 FE7T FROM TARGET. 


WATCH ITS PERFORMANCE FROM 


the Republican Convention in San Francisco 
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Roberto Kenny, Chief of Production, XEW, Mex- Harvey J. Aderbold, ‘Chief Engineer, WLW -A, Lionel Wittenberg and Dr. Frank G. Back, invenlt™ 
sco City, and Dr. Frank G. Back, preceding XEW Atlanta, Georgia, the first station to take delivery of the STUDIO ZOOMAR and UNIVERSAL 200% 
spectacular. on a UNIVERSAL ZOOMAR. MAR LENSES, at Station WISN-TV, Milwauke 


ALREADY IN USE BY: 


NBC Network WLW-T, Cincinnati, Ohio, Howard Lepple, Chief Engineer 
WLW-A, Atlanta, Georgia, Harvey J. Aderhold, Chief Engineer WITN, Washington, North Carolina, Hol Wilson, Operations Director 
WCPO, Cincinnati, Ohic, Paul Adams, Chief Engineer KUTV, Salt Lake City, Utah, Herbert Holtshauser, Chief Engineer 


WISN, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Lionel Wittenberg, Chief Engineer Radio and Television, Department of Educotion, Hato Rey, Puerto Rico, 
Don Rafael Delgado Marquez, Manoger. 
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THE NEW Wnccversal ZOOMAR KY% 


We are now accepting orders for UNIVERSAL ZOOMARS and can make delivery soon. The UNIVERSAL ‘=== 





ZOOMAR is similar in appearance to the STUDIO ZOOMAR. This lens is a great contribution to the. ~ 
color camera. Imagine a ZOOMAR LENS with a speed of F:3/9 and zoom range of 2% to 16 inches! 


You have seen its studio use on leading network participation 
shows where they pan and zoom from stage to audience. It has 
speed and range for any show where only one camera is used, 
such as church services, boxing, wrestling, bullfights, bowling, etc. 


HARVEY J. ADERHOLD, CHIEF ENGINEER, WLW-A, ATLANTA, writes: 
“As for night baseball, it’s just wonderful. We are able to carry over two-thirds of the 
action on the camera that is equipped with the UNIVERSAL ZOOMAR LENS. It is easy 
to handle and gets wonderful pictures under various lighting conditions.” 


LIONEL WITTENBERG, CHIEF ENGINEER OF WISN-TV, MILWAUKEE, writes: 


“We have used it for both night and day baseball games with good success. It is the 
first lens of its type that has been satisfactory for night games in the Braves ball park. 
We have used the lens for wrestling and bowling remotes where we were working with 
extremely low light levels. Up ta’ the present we have been able to produce ,good 
pictures with our ZOOMAR LENS in any installation where they were obtainable with 
standard lenses.” 


HAL WILSON, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, WITN, WASHINGTON, 

NORTH CAROLINA: 

“We find its effectiveness equal for both indoor and outdoor work. Personally, ! some- 
times wonder how we got along without it in the past.” 

HOWARD LEPPLE, CHIEF ENGINEER, WLW-T, CINCINNATI: 


“It’s the finest lens we have.” 





ited gt 


STUDIO ZOOMAR 
More than 130 STUDIO ZOOMARS are now used by television 
stations in the United States, all Italian Government television sta- 
tions, all Canadian Broadcasting Company stations, all stations in 
Japan, also stations in the Philippines, Mexico, Cuba, Venezuela, and 
Puerto Rico. 


STUDIO ZOCMAR zooms from 2'2 to 7 inches. 
Speed of F:2/8. 

Twelve inches long. 

Weight six pounds. 

Color balanced and corrected. 

Suitable for both monochrome and color. 


Can be removed from camera to camera in less 
than a minute. 


No camera need be tied up with the 
STUDIO ZOOMAR LENS. 


THIS IS THE ACCEPTED LENS FOR COLOR. 
Stations with color everywhere acclaim the STUDIO ZOOMAR 
because of its light weight, speed, and flexibility. Stations with the 
STUDIO ZOOMAR say it pays for itself many times over each year. 


You may purchase these lenses from your RCA, GE, or Du Mont representative. 
For demonstration and further trlermation, contact 


JACK A. PEGLER, President 


TELEVISION ZOOMAR CORPORATION 


500 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, New York « BR 9-5835 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 
eau on a monthly basis. 
rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 

This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors. agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 


show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—dav and 


Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 tom, 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
Fave a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with core 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
r «tions and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Wvst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western: (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
t‘on’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor for whom the film is aired. 





TOP 10 PROGRAMS 


AND TYPE 


JULY SHARE SETS IN TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 





NEW YORK 


Approx. Set Count—4,525,000 


Stati 'CBS (2), WREA (4), WABD (5), WABC (7), 
Stattons— WOR (9), WPIX (11), WATV (13) 





1. Highway Patrol (Adv) 


~ 


OO Oar ww 


.... Mon. 7:00-7:30 


. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WRCA......... ZiV......eeeeeee: 
Rheingold Theatre (Dr) 

The Falcon ¢Myst) 

. Racket Squad (Myst) 

Man Behind the Badge (Myst) 
. Badge 714 (Myst) 

. The Goldbergs (Co) 
. Amos ’n’ Andy (Co) 
. Guy Lombardo (Mus) 


TURE eee 
eet ae 6 68 8 6-2 


WABC. .ccccess d 


ree Tree Wed. 8:00-8:30 ........ 
TTT ee Cree Thurs. 7:30-8:00 


eee eee eee es DA 


riage ae 11.7......... 47.8......... 240] Early Show; Rain or Shine WCBS ....... 9.0 
| CBS News—D. Edwards..WCBS ....... 5.8 

1 vas aes 10.8... .cecve: GBD... .0000. Bae | Bary Show: Rain or Ghine.. WCBS .....-: 78 
| CBS News—D. Edwards..WCBS ....... 6.7 

eee 10.2 ........ 24.4......... 41.8)Summer Theatre ..........WCBS .......16.8 
ee 108. .cvcccss BOB. cosceccs Ge Tremere Gs ods ceaccss WER coece:s S38 
oealats DF cesesecs: Be tcwscces GERI Veee Terre. Le 

Sf) Seer re 42.2 | Godfrey a gc. |: ee 10.8 

hates B5....000+. 16.4......... 51.9) Father Knows Best........WRCA .......2132 
iseewaee BB. .cccvcss SIM. .ccces.. B63) Sgt. Preston of Yukon...:..WCBS ....... &2 
. . Serer BS: cededas 16.7|Loon:y Tunes ............ WARD  ssnvss 3.8 

pe teusanaeaeetl Bl. .ccevcss BO. occscs.s S60 | Barly Shew: Bain oF She. Woes .scises BT 
CFS News—D. Edwards .WCBS ....... 4.7 





CHICAGO 


Approx. Set Count—2,°00,000 


Stations—WBBM (2), WNBO (5). WBKB (7), WEN (9) 





1. Mayor of the Town (Co) 


Ct wm oo 09 


Susie (Co) 


oi o> 


. Studio 57 (Dr) 


ot 


10. D. Fairbanks Presents (Dr) 


eee eeeweeeenes 


. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) 
. Great Gildersleeve (Co.) 
. Racket Squad (Myst) 


. Badge 714 (Myst) Tues. 8:00-8:20 


. City Detective (Myst) 
9. Confidential File 


ae eae WTB. wccecccs GTB. ..cccc:. BOB! Television Piaynouse ......: WRSM eee 
|}People’s Theatre ..... jclve WD seeeess BD 

lWrestling .........sseees. WER civsens 6.5 

See NG. 34 ceases MI Mccecéisare Goa | Wererront ccaseascs en) Song ee 
aa 15D ..vcceesas SOO .ocvcoase DEO ELBUMMOr THORS. .ccvaciccs. WEED come 
Bae ea tie-e nen S| er are 38.3 |Spotlight Theatre ........ Sf! i 8.4 

eee ee 15.0: .c.cavecs Ged ccncscese $6.0 |Adventure Theatre ’ WNEO .......15.5 
io eee Es cata davats 37.3|G. E. Summer Originals....WBKB ....... 8.9 

er 13.9....cc2.. 29.9....2.... 46.5 | Standards News Roundup...WBBM ......16.5 
In Town Tonight... csp EOE. va wae « be 

eee TSB co cencds BBs ccsects She | POIs Zime .+ WKB ..:....108 
arenes 12.4. ccecss. 20.2...ccece. 42.5 | Standards News Roundup WBBM .......144 
Request Playhouse ......WGN ........12.3 

rt Oe ee 39.2 Standards News Roundup...WBBM ......13.2 

In Town Tonight.. ..WeeM ...0.. 83 





LOS ANGELES 


Approx. Set Count—2,313,000 


Stati KNXT (2), KRCA (4), KTLA (5), KABC (7), 
Stattons— KHJ (9), KTTV (11), KCOP (13) 





1. I Led 3 Lives (Adv) 

2. Badge 714 (Myst) 

3. San Francisco Beat (Dr) 

4. Confidential File (Doc) 

5. Highway Patrol (Adv) 

6. Search for Adventure (Adv) 
7. Life of Riley (Co) 

8. Superman (Adv) 


9. Susie (Co) 


10. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) 


pi dcaive TES 660th sd Bek oc b-etawia et eee Pass reer i irre. se 
RO 4: o eae ae PO ey aieceate €3.0 | Pigh FiMANCe 2.0 ovicse<s 4 & ae 9.4 

phinigie exe LOG estaae BLO oesoawosa Grd | ROMIVOL OF PCATE c06006s0sc MeO beeusac de 
hares EST cbc eens’ BO: .eeeece se: WUD | ATOR PIRGNGOCR 44060040) ERPER EL feccss cee 
hte eihckea ISS. sssteess Bes peeseces GEG] Medic asec kigte aie hE: =i beac a 
ht eae ge BE. cewwaes 40.5|Arthur Murray Party ...... 4S lle 7.0 

eo ere cree Se 60.5 | Godfrey’s Talent Scouts...KNXT ....... 11.5 

Rese seddca seek Seer 40.8| Home Playhouse ......... 14) - 4 le 9.2 

RN oe wears ee nee nun 54.0| Honeymooners ......... EE delenuce 16.7 
Ce 20.3 ; 57.5| People Are Funny ...... KRCA come 





CLEVELAND 


Approx. Set Count—1,9800,000 


Stations—KYW (3), WEWS (5), WJW (8) 





— 


~w 


Ct & to 


10. Looney Tunes 


. Highway Patrol (Adv) 
. Turning Point (Dr) 


. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) 
. Range Rider (W) 

My Little Margie (Co) 
6. 6 O'Clock Adventure 


- Racket Squad (Myst) 
8. Man Behind the 
9. Captured (Myst) 


eS Sere OTD. 0 'eee8.s. Seek EE ROW 8 ooh doses caves sre se 

cela BO. .0avd0av Sei cvcvesee Gow (PORTE BOWE ..cccccasei Wwe ++ess. den 

DUnIMMCr THCOITS icsees ce WOW  <v0000%-< 12.1 

Were DG «scenic ccs COD. c ctinedex SO  Eremmine TREATS ci icéeicces WO sheets, eo 

cerns ee ee BR cy Tree Tr ee eee 
Eek ss .wekacws re 36.6 | Stories of the Centuries....WEWS ...... 7 

ae 61.6 weones 20d | Loney Tunes WM iveéeacs 6.6 

Sports; Today Cleveland.WJW ........ 48 

cS A ear 23.7 |Gene Autry eT, Enea ore 6.8 

11.4 Dee). 62:80-0a08 47.7 \20th Century Fox .sscveees MIN iwesees 23.3 

4 See <r 48.8 Lux Video PACS SRE adekeees 33.6 

10.5 54.3 ROTM os ose akiesSebacenen > eae a 18 





> 


TLANTA 


“a 


Approx. Set Count—565,000 


Stations—WSB (2), WAGA (5), WLW-A (11) 





won 


An oe 


Co eo 


- I Spy (Myst) 


- Highway Patrol (Adv) 
. Secret Journal (Dr) 
- Racket Squad (Myst) 
Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) 
I Led 3 Lives (Adv) 

. Superman (Adv) ve 
- Man Behind the Badge (Myst). WSB 


ME re ae Sun. 


Men. 9:30-10:00 


. Confidential File (Doc) (om aePe.e be ee 


‘eee ee eee eees 


. Annie Oakley (W) 


rere S1.8....0.c5. GBB. .... 00. BOO) Truth or Consequence ..... WER ........388 
go ee Qe Rees Bes cnesases Bee Ve 1O68 siccscesaunnecess ERO. b40e0% 2.6 
eee SOA: ccsenne BOs ccveses Me Tee Clee & iccdéscectcsn IMM cece. Te 

fp vaens kh ee errors 9 fll Ee Se =r 
sasbees Li PererrtTen Merete  f)  aerererrrr errr 
Teer eee 16.8. cccccces: BBD... ccecces BEB MAMA. .6 cs. sccscvecessecs WAGGA soeces PI 
cr re TOS... ceese BBB... coccca dt BAR Bete BD Batlle .icicce.<s WAGGA scceee BF 
Saddles; Sunday Report..WAGA ....... 5.5 

rere 16.6......... 66.4......... 25.0 Overseas Adventure ....... WAGA ....+- 5.2 
paieees TBD. ccewecs GRD. vcccccee BRD] PlReR COMBRPOED ccciccccs EEE 00ceeees8e8 
eateuias ee eee errr 


| Telenews & Weather ..... WSB ......-. 42 
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Late Show” and “Picture for a Sun- 
day Afternoon.” It’s a $105,000 a 
week gross revenue situation, and 
while the SRO standing holds for 
early fall and by no means is a cer- 


tainty for the remainder of the 
year, it would project on an an- 
nual basis to well over the 


$5,400,000 level. 


Fact that this is the first time 
the station has reached SRO on all 
four shows is due to the first-time 
sellout of the 12:45-2 a.m. “Late 
Late Show.” WCBS-TV has been 
SRO at one time or another on 
the ‘“‘Late” and “Early” shows, but 
never could fill up the “Late Late” 
stanza till now. It’s done so on 
the basis of a departure from the 
normal participations pattern, in- 
stead selling the stanza by quarter- 


hour segments, seven nights a 
week. Strip sponsors signed for 
this pattern are taleigh cigs, Les- 
toil, Roto-Roote1 Anahist and 


Presto Cookers, 
52 weeks. 

That such a late-late-night stanza 
should be sold out is no less re- 
narkable than some of the ratings 
the films 


three of them for 


have pulled down. A spe- 
cial Nielsen for March gave the 
show a 6.5 seven-night average 


(Continued on page 36) 


RKO's Steck Gleam 
On Bennett Prod. 


RKO 
recently 





Teleradio Pictures, which 
acquired the distribution 
rights to Donn Bennett Produc- 
tions’ “The Big Idea,” has an op- 
tion to buy a substantial stock in- 
terest in the Philadelphia tv firm. 

RKO already has had four of 
executives elected to the board of 
directors of Donn Bennett Produc- 


its 


tions. They are Peter Robeck, sales 
manager for RKO Television, Rob- 
ert Manby, RKO Teleradio vee- 


pee, Charles G. Drayton and Paui 
J. Quinn. Manby has been desig- 
nated temporary chairman of the 
Bennett company. Incumbents re- 
elected at the Bennett stockhold- 
ers meeting were Donn Bennett, 
president, Garfield Levy and Har- 
old Scattergood. 

The_ option arrangement was 
made at the stockholders meeting 
for purchase of a substantial stock 
interest by RKO at a future time. 
Meanwhile, RKO Television sales 
manager Robeck has been named 
exec v.p. of Bennett. 

New episodes of “The Big Idea,” 
dealing with inventors and their 
creations, currently are being | 





! worked 


| ative-production team 





packages sold by 
ists Productions. 

Latest to ink deals are KNXT, 
Los Angeles; WFBM, Indianapolis; 
WTCN, Minneapolis; WARM, 
Scranton and WBTV, Charlotte. 
AAP’s cartoon package has been 
sold to KREM, Sacramento; 
KPHO, Phoenix, -and WTCN, 
Minneapolis. 


Gold Medal’s 


Steck Incentive 
For Staffers 


A new wrinkle in 
key creative and 
sonnel to one 


Associated Art- 





down 
per- 


tieing 
production 
company 
out by Gold Medal Pro- 
ductions, the production affiliate 
of Gold Medal Studios, which took 
over the old Biograph Studios in 
the Bronx recently. Gold Medal 
has set up a Special Films Di- 
vision to produce industrial films, 


commercials, telefilm programs 
and theatrical shorts and has as- 
sured itself of a top creative-pro- 


duction roster by staking its peo- 
ple to stock participations in the 
company. 

Under the participating 
arrangement, according td 
Medal prez Martin Poll, the cre- 
will be al- 
lowed to work outside the com: 
pany on a freelance basis but will 
be on call to the company for as- 
signments as they occur. 
tually, as the operation expands, 
they will be expected to devote all 
their time to Gold Medal. Each 
member 
take, 


to 


“pool” 


Gold 


even if 
specific 


they 
properties. 

Lineup of creative and produc- 
tion talent is headed by Marc 
Daniels, who will act as producer- 

(Continued on page 42) 


Atlantic Sets Distrib 
Deal on ‘Giant Killer’ 


Atlantic Television has acquired 
distribution rights for the U. S. of 





| the animated Technicolor feature 


production, “Johnny, the Giant 


' Killer,” produced in London and 


Paris by animator Rene Image. 
Deal was set for a seven-year term 
with Anglo-American Enterprises. 


Dave Bader, Atlantic v.p., has | 


; already set 15 station deals on the 


filmed at RKO Pathe studios in the 60-minute feature, all for color 


East. 


| format 
| tion of the new feature film for- 


| Sunday 





| draw 
land the 


| Theatre, 
| one-hour 


has been | 


Even- | 


participates in the overall | 
aren’t assigned | 


moving its N 


{thru Friday. 


‘Sneak Previews’ 
Many of the new shows will use 
the cross-the-board programming 
of “MDM.” The introduc- 


mat will be backed by a $75,000 
promotion campaign runnjng from 
(26) through the month of 
October. In addition, the station 
will stage a “Sneak Preview 
Week,” beginning Sunday, expos- 
ing samples of the new program- 
ming for viewers. 

In its Monday 
schedule, these 


- thru - Friday 
are the following 
new feature film programs: “Love 
Story,” 10 to 11:30 a.m., which will 
from the “MDM” backlog 
RKO library, featuring a 
film each week; “Comedy 
” 12 to 1 p.m., headlining 
first-run RKO comedies 
including the “Mexican Spitfire” 
series, with Lupe Velez and Leon 
Errol and the Bert Wheeler-Rob- 
ert Woolsey comedies. 
“Mid-Day Movie” 

from 1 to 2 p.m., 
(Continued 


different 


llow 
dif- 


will fo 
featuring a 
on page 40) 


Continental Baking’s 
Oakley’ to WABC-TV 


In 


National 
Saw ABC 


biz drive 
TV New York ete 
WABC-TV .grab off the Kellogg- 
sponsored “Superman” and “Wild 
Bill Hickock”’ stanzas in the Goth- 
am market a couple of months ago 


spol which 


now sees another national bank- 
roller turning over its shows to the 
station. Continental Baking is 
moving “Annie Oakley”’ from 
WCBS-TV on Sept, 7 and placing 
it into WABC-TV’s post-"Mickey 
Mouse Club” 6 to 6:30 strip on Fri- 
days, 


Station 
that 6 
man” 
days 
going 


meanwhile is realigning 
p.m. strip. With “Super- 
and “Hickock” in on Tues- 
and Thursdays and “Oakley” 
into Friday, the station is 
abisco-sponsored “Sky 


King” into the Wednesday slot. 
Gene Autry kidpix continues on 
Mondays, filling out the kidven- 


ture strip. 





WMBV-TV BUYS RKO PIX 
Marinette, Aug. 21. 


WMBV-TV, the NBC outlet here 


recently acquired by Guild Films, | 


has made a deal with C & C Tele- 
vision for the entire library of 740 
RKO feature films. 





More TV Film News 
On Paae 36 


hift From WCBS -TYV 


| emerged as victor 


ducing 15 half-hour telepix depict- 
ing the 15 mysteries of the Rosary. 

Director Joe Breen Jr., says that 
he expects to wind up shooting on 
Sept. 15, that there will be seven- 
afid-a-half hours of actual footage, 
and that any five of the shorts can 
be made into a feature length film. 
The series is being filmed in East- 
mancolor. 

Breen shot some of his exteriors 
in nearby Alcala, and a few in the 
southwest of Spain. 

Most of the actors he has chosen 
are Latin, es he contends that An- 
glo-Saxon faces don’t lend them- 
selves as well to the background 
of these Biblical stories Leading 
roles are played by some of the 
tops of the Spanish and Portu 
guese screen Some of them, such 
as Antonio Vilar and Maruchi Fr« 
now, are already known to Ameri 


can audiences. 

Cameraman is veteran Edward 
B. Duvar, who filmed “The Jazz 
Singer” and more recently “John 
ny Belinda.” Produce} Fathe. 


Payton. who coined the slogan 
“The family that prays together 
stavs togethe has found th on 
of his most happiest venturt The 
Spanis] government ha made 
e ining a easy as po sible. and 
director Breen says that he would 
Sladly film in Spain again Thi 
has been Breen’s first directorial 


‘ment 


KELLY 10 FILM 


VIDOPERAS IN Cit! 


Chicago, Aug. 21 

Lawrence V. Kelly, ousted as 
managing director of the Lyric 
Theatre when the opera company 
was tossed into receivershiv las 
spring, has organized a production 
firm to produce a series of hallt- 
hour operatic films for te'evision 
He’s the exec director of the ne\ 
company tagged Operatic Produc- 
tions Ine 

Pilot reel being shot this week 
on the Civic Opera House stage 
will be the third act from ‘La Bo 
heme” with Eva Likova singing the 
Mimi role. Orch recruited from 
the Chicago Symphony will be 
conducted by Nicola Rescigno, for- 
mer Lyric musical director who 
|left with Ke'ly when Carol Fox 


in a frontoffice 
fight for control for the fledgling 
opera company. 


KOZLENKO’S POST 





Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
William Kozlenko has_ been 
named assistant to the exec pro- 


ducer and story consultant for Re- 


vue Productions’ top three an- 
thology dramatic series. 
These are GE Theatre, Studio 


+ + 
e 
13 UA Taso For WRCA-TV Collapse of (BS- etro Dickers 
0 | 
First customer for United Artists since the motion picture out- * . * 
fit decided to sell to television a couple of weeks back is WRCA- AES Cues Loew s-Teleradio S eculation 
TV, the New York tiagship of NBC-TV, which this week bought D 
39 features for a three-year span, 13 of them in color. Station will p 
televise all 13 tinters in color, stepping up its tinteasting cam- * With the collapse of Metro nego- 
paign. By MURRAY HOROWITZ , tiations with CBS-TV for the li- 
While WRCA-TV has already been signed, the station is con- : aa oe Gee, Boss, a Berlitz censing of the Metro library on 
tinuing negotiations with UA on behalf of the other NBC-TV To WOR-TV in N. Y. Boes the | If anyone doubts the signifi- |CBS-TV o&o stations, preliminary 
owned-and-operated stations, WNBQ in Chicago, WRCV-TV, Phila- | distinction of being virtually the) cance of the foreign television | talks between Loew's and RKO 
delphia, WRC-TV in Washington and KRCA-TV in Los Angeles, | first all-grind house, with 80°° of) field in film syndication, he | Teleradio take on a new signifi- 
j Negotiations are being handled by Al Odeal, recently brought in |itS programming hours devoted to) ousht to talk to Les Harris, | cance. 
as filmbuyer at the station from Cleveland, where he was film features. Station will a the v-p.-general ‘manager of CBS | ygeiro is seeking a New York 
director for the then-WNBK and subsequently for Westinghouse’s |m¢W fall season with eight new! ‘Television Film Sales. Har- | quiet and RKO Teleradio’s New 
KYW-TV. feature film programs, utilizing ris. who makes several busi- York flagship WOR-TV leans 
Under the deal, WRCA gets 10 runs per pic over the three-year for the oil yg ee ame | ness rips sarene each year, heavily on feature film programs 
term, and will use the films predominantly on its “Evening Show” |¢compiete KR =e Eorety. | clans coreige business ss ming. Additionally, RKO Teleradio 
running from 5:30 to, 6:45 starting next month. Pix are all of lion Dollar Movie, already SRO takes up about 40° of his of- as not ruled out a_ possible 
post-’43 vintage, which means UA had to clear them with the vari- for the fall wonsen, witt i ee ea ace arog re Loew's stock interest in RKO 
ous unions, and in fact 10 of the pix ‘are 1956 productions. tact with 16 showings weekly in) But to prove he's eget at | Te'cradio stations in a deal with 
Included in the list of color films are “Top Banana” (Phil the new season. Harris is now spending three Metro, providing other considerae 
Silvers), “Melba” (Patricia Munsel), “Sabre Jet,’ “Man With a A number of the film programs) of his lunch hours a week at tions are acceptable to RKO Tele- 
Million” (Gregory Peck), “Island of Desire” (Linda Darnell), |will be hosted, such as the pro-| the Berlitz School, taking |i.) 
“Fort Defiance,” “The Scarlet Spear,” “GOG" and “Bwana Devil,” jected “Theatre of Movie Classics” French lessons. Metro’s talks with CBS-TV cole 
Some of the black-and-whites are “Act of Love” (Kirk Douglas), slated fou four showings on Sun- lapsed in the wake of the Loew's 
“Jackie Robinson Story,” “He Walked By Night,” “He Ran All the | days Constance Benneit will em- ) 9 leol with indie KTTV. Los An- 
Way” (John Garfield, Shelley Winters), “Outpost in Malaya,” (Clau- j|cee for that one. i the gy’ i Gi fon § e] The KTTV stock plus cash 
dette Colbert), “Twist of Fate” (Ginger Rogers) and “Personal | The RKO Teleradio New York a kid y i leal killed the poss bilily of CBS- 
Affair’ (Gene Tierney). | flag ship, which boosts its rates ‘V's o&o Los” Angeles outlet 
| 3314% o, effective Sept. 1, has re- e bl | latching on to the library. Talks 
9 bf vamped 50° of its schedule to | Es) aro } 1X |this week were confined to the res 
Ks make way for the feature film pre- | £ : | maining three o&o sialions, WCB 
§ ee y réss S gramming, eliminating a number | iN. Y., WBBM-TV, Chicago; and 
of telefilm series, in addition to | WXIX, Milwaukee, but the two 
e | Other changes, | Base Ch Rosa parties found themselves far apart 
Hi [: i ' SI t Att SRO Under the new _ programming | a a on the money issue. Prior to the 
Our ea ure 0 S aill schedule, which goes into effect | . |KTTV deal, negotiations were 
Sept. 24, 80° of all programming | Madrid, Aug. is. | based on a $13,000,009 figure for 
For the first time in the station’s will consist of feature films, the Some of Spain’s ster oe — a 10-year licensing arrangement 
history, WCBS-TV, the CBS flag- ; > ‘ bulk of which will be first-run for Stages have been converted — for the entire Metro library of 
ship in New York, has achieved WB S 60 Stations tv in the N. Y. market. The only Past four months into a ‘verieore over 700 films. 
the SRO level on its four major remaining “live” show will be the holy land, where Father I atrick in reference to a New York out- 
feature film showcases, “The Late| Sixty stations have now lined up \“Ted Steele Show” from 2 to 4 Payton and his executive assistant, let, Metro also has held talks with 
Show,” the “Early Show,” the “Late for the Warner Bros. feature film p.m. and from 5 to 6 p.m., Monday Father Jerome Lawyer, are pro- indie WATV on a possible stock, 


plus cash deal. 
Dick Moore’s Formula 
Meanwhile, KTTV, has a multi- 
plicity of plans in wake of its two- 


way deal for the Metro teature 
film library, the first station to 
ink with Loew’s 

Top quality Metro pix will be 
programmed in Class A time, one 
picture per week for that particu- 
lar slot. 

A hike in overall station rates 
will be put into effect in view of 
the expected boosted station audi- 


ence and the cost of the library to 
KTTV. 

These and other plans were dis- 
cussed by Richard A Moore, 
KITV president, prior to his return 

Continued on page 35) 
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WRCA-TY for SG 


Steve Krantz is exiting h post 

program director of WRCA-TV, 

» NBC flagship in New York, to 
jon ‘reen Gems 1n a Live X- 
ecull slot in the new program 
development operation at the Co- 
lumbia Pictur sul Resigna- 

1 is effective Aus. 31 

} nis i been pro im chief 
of the ition for the past couple 
of years, having moved ud to re- 
piace his old bo Dick Pack, when 
ine latter moved to Westinghouse 
Broadeasting Krantz joined 
Wi A-TV five and a half years 
ago as a writer-producer-director, 
movirge fron WNEW, N. Y., where 
he was director of continuity. 


LAWRENCE, KEEVE R 


OU PED BY CAL (AT 


R anization of old NBC 
Film Dis on, and K iran Corp. 
into the Ca fornia National Pro- 
duction operation at NBC con- 
tinued this week with the promo- 
tion of two key execs of the old 
Film Division William L. Law- 
rence, manager of programs and 
production, moves into the new 


post of director of the eastern unit 
of the program development de- 
partment, while sales manager H. 
Weller (Jake) Keever becomes di- 
rector of sales. 
Lawrence is currently 
to the Coast in his new 
lining up a producer, director and 
scripts for the new “Citizen Sol- 
dier” series to be filmed by CalNat 
in Germany in November. Law- 
rence signed George (Dink) Tem- 
pleton, vet pic producer, as pro- 
ducer-director of the series this 


on a trip 
capacity, 








i telecasting. ‘57 and Schlitz Playhouse of Stars. , week. 
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| man-or mouse!” 


— 





nost profitable hour strip! 


uth spot advertisers daly! 





50% adults every tume— 
a daytime bonanza! 


* National spot 


AAVETtSELS gatore—all ridin’ 
high with the “‘Best from the West’... 
Alka Seltzer, MontgomeryWard, Arrid; 
National Dairies, Chef Boy-ar-dee, 
Poll Parrot Shoes, Reddi-Wip, Prince 
Macaroni, Hostess Cup Cakes, Top 
Value Stamps, and others (more on 


next page). 


* Who's afraid of the big, bad Mouse? 
lune ARB’s tell an amazing story. Please ask us for it. | 























STATIONS! Buy this 
series along with MCA TV’s 
Western Features starring 
Roy Rogers (next page) 

for a rootin’-tootin’- 

shootin’ package of 123 
first-run, year-round 


spot carriers. 





hour-long features 


made by Repubhic Pictures 
Corporation and available 
to local advertisers 
and stations from 


ROGRAMS 
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‘ost profitable hour strip! 


r¢-man or mouse!* 





eqith spot advertisers daily! 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


50% adults every tume— 
a daytime bonanza! 


National spot | 


advertisers galore—all ridin’ 
high with the “Best from the West’’... 
Wonder Bread, Nabisco, My-T-Fine, 
Baker’s Chocolate, Bosco, Toni, Revlon, —amer 
Beeman’s Gum, Robert Hall Clothes, 
Snow-Crop (more on previous page). | 








* Who's afraid of the big, bad Mouse? 
June ARB’s tell an amazing story. Please ask us for it. 4 








STATIONS! Buy this 
series along with MCA TV’s 
Western Features 

starring 


Gene Autry 

for a big total of 123 
first-run, year-round 
spot carriers. 





hour-long features 


made by Republic Pictures 
Corporation and available 
to local advertisers 
and stations from 
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ABC Film, Ziv, MCA-TV New Biz 
Reflects Upswing in Syndication 


Reflecting the upswing in syndi-¢ 
cation business are the reports and 
activities of ABC Film Syndica- 
tion, Ziv and MCA-TV. 

Gross sates of ABC Film Syndi- 
cation properties in June and July 
of this year were 95.0% higher 
than in the two comparable months 





‘See It’ Sooner 
Most of the stations through- 
out the country will have an 
opportunity to jump the gun 
on the first CBS-TV “See It 
Now” show of the season. “See 


Famous Sheriffs 


- As Telepix Series 
Hollywood, Aug. 21. 

Republic’s Studio City Televi- 

sion Productions has purchased an 

original tv series, “Famous Sher- 

iffs and Fabulous Outlaws,” 

scripted by Martin Van _ Laas. 


Filming may be done later this | 


year. 
Alex Gerry and Joel Ashley 
have been inked for supporting 
roles in the “Frontier Doctor” 


episode “Iron Train Ambusfi,” the | 
fifth in the current series of 26. 








AAP’s Iron Curtain Vidpix Bid 


Katz Seeks ‘Ground Floor’ Status as He Leaves On 
Globe-Circling Sales Tour 


+ 


* Fo the first time a concentrated 
attempt to open up the Iron Cur- 
tain countries as i market for 
American telefilms and feature 
films for tv, will be made, with 
Sale of U. S. tv films in eight | the departure of Norman Katz, As. 
overseas markets was reported by 





Freemantle Wraps Up 
Flock of O’Seas Sales 














the sales force in the field in view | 


files available for the pro- 





that his trip to Warsaw and Mos- 


in 1955, with an increase of only It’ opener will be the filmed 'sociated Artists Productions’ for- 
38° more hours of programming. version of Danny Kaye's 40,- | Freemantle Overseas Radio & TV. |_|; ee petal pith 
a ; . es . . | eign sales manager. Katz left here 
ABC’s sales increase reflects the 000-mile tour in behalf of the LV | Deals were concluded in Aus-|,. .4. € 
heavy volume of business on its United Nations International 4 ew or o:ice | tralia where “Jungle” was pur- | PY plane yesterday (21) on & world- 
new series “Code 3,” and icreased Children’s Emergency Fund 4 I chased by the Australian Broad- | 2'dling two months trip which wil] 
sales of other properties. The (UNICEF), while Ed Murrow . casting Commission and “The Big | take him to Prague, and possibly 
Miller Brewing Co., the latest to and Fred Friendly will edit > | Fights” by ATN, Sydney. These Warsaw and Moscow. 
ink for “Code 3,” bought the skein down to one or two full-length ases as 4 ts 'sales. added to those made over|. Katz, who has had some prelim- 
in six Wisconsin markets, bringing shows starting in early Oc- a the past few months by FORTY, | inary discussions with a Czech 
the total markets sold to over 80. tober. will give the firm a total of nine | delegation in New York, says he 
MCA-TV’'s syndication division, But meanwhile, Association e recular weekly shows when Aus-| Wants to see AAP getting in on 
is an expansion move cued to sales Films has made available to tr ory ul tralian tv service begins this fall.;the ground floor when the Iron 
upswing, has named Ray Wild to stations on a nominal rental eee Rediffusion an. Curtain is lifted for film trade, 
the newly-created post of field} basis ($5 per station) the 20- nee er — Fights" f Brit AAP, which has the foreign ty 
sales manager. Wild moves up minute Technicolor film, “As- Guild Films, in the midst of chased en x4 "Ba i. dia rights to the Warner Bros, feature 
from his position as v.p. in charge signment Children,” which | closing its deal with the Matty Fox | ish AW Bee t e he opae “ library, finds that the U. S. State 
of the southern division. At the| deals with the same tour. The | group for seven telefilm series,/ Britannica’ was F sold af on p | Department has no objections to 
same time, Wynn Nathan, v.p. in| 20-minute version was pros |has cleared the way for qa new und W estdeutscher taaay oe RCA | such trade. Further the Motion 
charge of sales, previously head- duced for the UN and the mo- series based on top New York po- for use on ag se a Cas id *. | Picture Export Association, con- 
quartered on the West Coast, plans} tion picture industry. Avail- lice cases. pu chased * — —- ti aa _| sisting of all the major motion pic- 
to spend more time at the N. y.| ability date on that is Sept. | Conrad H. Rothengast, former a eae = + fic T L ture companies, has now acted to 
office | Id. chief inspector of the N. Y. police, uth on — oa’ y 7 ‘sb —“‘wendinaad reopen trade negotiations with the 
Both MCA moves are aimed at | qm = has inked a pact with Guild, mak- | CVIERO S'UraErre - = pets _ | Red orbit. 
establishing a closer liaison with ing his personal records and pri- Other sales of Encyclopedia Katz, prior to his departure, said 
Wwees-TV Britannica Films were made to 


vate 


Television Belge, Brussels; YSEB- 


of increased business _ activity, 
highlighied by the popular selling 
“Rosemary Clooney Show.” 

Ziv’s newest syndicated 
“Dr. Christian,” has now 


show, 
been 


sold in 138 cities in itis fifth week | 


of sales activity, as several food 
and beverage advertisers joined 
the growing list. The heightened 
importance of “trading stamp” ac- 
tivity in the retail field was high- 
lighted by the purchase by Top 


| 
| 
| 





Sena 


‘jected skein, to be done in color. | 
==—— Fd Ruby and Jack Reiger, veteran 
tv producers, who were instru- 





Continued from page 31 


rating, ranging frorh a Monday low 


TV, San Salvador; and in Guate- 
mala ard Baghdad, 











mental in effecting the pact, will 
assist in the production. | 

Rothengast’s span of service en- | 
ve'opes. the Dutch Schultz case, | 
the Lindberg’ kidnapping, the 
Renders’ Digest murder and other 
major cases. Among the stories 
now contemplated are the suicide 


of 3.8 to a Saturday high of 11.2. 
That 6.5 average is higher than 
much of the daytime network pro- 
gramming and higher than much 
prime nighttime levels of some of 
the indie stations in town. 

Also unusual in the sellout is 
the timing, in that it was achieved 





to the 
two-way 


C3S-Metro 


Continued from page 31 
Coast. Commenting on the 
deal, Moore said that 
“we're in the picture business, pre- 





| cow will be cleared in Prague. In 


addition to the WB feature library, 
he will hold talks on the WB 
shorts, Popeyes, AAP’s telefilms 
and other AAP feature properties. 
AAP holds the foreign theatrical 
rights to all of its features, with 








last week, well over a month be- 
fore the fall season gets underway. 
Generally, the WCBS-TV business 
begins to hop later in the summer 
or even into the fall. One key fac- 
tor is the station’s lineup of first- | 
time-on-tv features, including a 
152-picture, cream - of - the -crop 
| package out of the Warner Bros. 
sented with a certificate of appre- library and the 104 Columbia pic- 
ciation from Army Secretary Wil- | tures, as well as smaller packages 
bur M. Brucker, in recognition of | from vartous ee ; 

Bray’s pioneering training film ef- As to the gross billings info, the 


Value Trading Stamps of “Dr. 
Christian” in three markets 
through co-sponsorship deals, 
Houston, Detroit and St. Louis. 


> J . . 
Bray’s Army Citation 
John Randolph Bray, prez of 
Bray Studios, N. Y., has been pre- 


forts station won't talk money, but a 
a , ; ance > lis the 
rhe citation said, in part, “in | 8lance at the rate card te ; 

I |story. The “Late Late” rate for 


the four decades that have passed 
Since Mr. Bray conceived and pro- 
duced the first motion pictures 
used by the U. S. Army for in- 
struction of troops, the training 
film has increased steadily in im- 
portance. . . ” 


The presentation ceremony took | 2" 
y | $60,000 a week. 


the seven-day weekly sponsorship 
runs from $1,500 a week discount- 
led to $1,200, accounting for about 
$6.500 a week. ‘Late Show” con- 
tains 70 participations, scaled at 
from $1,000 each down to $680, for 
average sell-out gross of about | 
“Early Show” has 


place at the Army Pictorial Cen- 
ter, Long Island City, where an | the Same rates but has only 40 par 
average of 40 training films are | ticipations, for an approximate 


$35,000 a week and the 10 partici- 
pations on “Sunday Afternoon,” 
| scaled at $675 down to $540, bring | 
in about $6,000 a week. Total runs 
to well over $105,000 weekly, or, 
if the SRO situation holds over 52 
weeks, to $5,460,000 for the year, 


Kermit Kahn to NTA 


Kermit Kahn has joined Na- 
tional Telefilm Associates as ad- 
vertising manager. In addition to 
being responsible for all phases of 
the companies’ advertising, he will 
act as liaison between NTA and 
|Moss Associates, the agency hand- 
rk the NTA account. 


produced monthly. 


























TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
SATURDAY NIGHT—N.B.C, 





Mgt.: Willlam Morris Agency 

















nen & Newell 








leap of Anna Kasenkina from the 
Soviet Consulate and the wound- 
ing of a N. Y. priest in his confes- 
sional. A good deal of the shoot- 
ing is slated to be done in New 
York, but cameras will go else- 
where in the country, too, when 
the story calls for such location 
shooting. 

This is the second Guild series 
slated for color telecasting, the 
other being the current production 
of 
Grief.” 

In the projected stock deal 
with the Matty Fox group, substan- 
tial agreement has been reached 
with all parties. Contracts have 
been drawn and now are being 
studied for final approval. 

Under the deal, the Matty Fox 
group would receive 500,000 shares 
of newly-issued Guild stock for 


| seven telefilm series, estimated by 
‘Guild officials to be worth about 


$3,000,000. Additionally, the Fox 
group would receive 225,000 in 
stock options, exercisable at prices 
above the current market value of 


Guild stock, ranging from $3.5 to 


$4 per share on the American Stock 
Exchange. 

The vidpix in the deal are: 
“Sherlock Holmes,” “Janet Dean,” 
“Paris Precinct,” and the quarter- 
hour “Junior Science” pix, as well 


as another 15-minute batch, “Col. | 


‘“Duffy’s Tav- 
Gordon.” Their 


McCoy,” and 
and ‘Flash 


rim 
ern” 


distribution was left up in the air 
|when UM&M was bought out by 


National Telefilm Associates. 
UM&M had previously gained dis- 
tribution rights to the film from 


Kahn formerly was with Len-/|Fox’s Motion Pictures for Televi- 


sion. 





semen antes 


Jack London’s “Captain David 

















* (ARB, Apr. ’56) 


Write, phone or wire for 
full facts on this fabu- 
lous audience producer! 


CINCINNATI, CHICAGO, 
NEW YORK, HOLLYWOOD 





x Ss 
“~~ 


CINCINNATI 


In 3-station Cincinnati, ZIV’s CISCO 
KID outpulls the preceding show (Super 
Circus) by 10.9 rating points: wallops 
the following show (Liberace which 
rates 11.2) and more than doubles the com. 
bined ratings of its direct competition. 


AM 













TELEVISION 


PANCHO 


senting pictures on the screen, and 
I could think of no better partner- 
ship than with Metro, the number 
one source of creative talent.” 

Under the deal, KTTV will pay 
$4,000,000 for the seven-year li- 
censing of the Metro library of 725 
features. 
apparently related deal, will pay 
$1,625,000 for a 25% stock interest 
in indie KTTV, the deal subject to 
the approval of the FCC. 

Despite the influx of the Metro 
| library, KTTV plans no huge boost 
in feature film programming. 
Moore says plans are to boost fea- 
| ture film programming from 12% 
of the station’s total programming 
| to not more than 20%, after tele- 
easting of the Metro library kicks 
off in October. The other 80% of 


programming will be devoted to 
| syndicated telefilm series and 


’ 


| “live” shows, which will continue 
to occupy about 30% of the sta- 
' tion’s programming. 

The Metro product, as outlined 
by Moore, will replace older fea- 
|ture film product and “holes” in 
| the line-up created by what he 
called the “scarcity of new half- 
| hour series.” Once this scarcity 
is relieved by new telefilms, Moore 
| said he felt the Metro product will 
build “tremendous adjacencies” 
| for such skeins. 
| KTTV has by no means negated 
telefilms as programming. Moore 
pointed to the current American 
Research Bureau ratings which 
listed KTTV telecasting nine of 
| the top ten series in the L. A. mar- 
| ket. 
| The Los Angeles Times and Mir- 


ror station plans a big promotional | 
Metro li-| 


drive to introduce the 
| brary, accenting newspapers, Leo 
the Lion trailers, and placards of 
all sizes. In addition to the Class 
A programmer for the top Metro 
product, there will be other Metro 
| slots in the programming lineup, 
but their format has not been de- 
cided upon as yet. Moore said the 
percentage of the 
rate hike has not 
upon as yet. 

The station has no plans to tele- 
cast any of the Metro features at 
| this time in color. Under the deal, 
KTTV will be charged extra for 
any color prints, the extra price 


been decided 


will continxe 


date. 





Lew Ayres’ Ford Seg 


Lew Ayres, who has recently 
completed a pin a nae tour on 
behalf of his religioso “Altars of 
the East,” has been signed by 
Screen Gems to star in “Measure 
of Faith” for Ford Theatre, which 
ny be telecast this fall on ABC- 





Metro, in a separate but | 


contemplated | 


left for future negotiations. KTTV | 
its negotiations for | 
the Metro short library at a future | 


the exception of the WB library, 


the latter being held by Warners 


In addition to his stops in the 
Red orbit, Katz will visit other 
European countries, Australia and 
the Far East. AAP product now 
playing in 12 foreign countries on 
tv and theatrically, in many more. 


FILMWAYS’ 2-COAST 
SETUP ON TV COM'LS 


Filmways Inc., N. Y. commercial 
| production outfit which has been 
in an expansion of late, this week 
set up a Hollywood Division and 
| becomes one of the very few firms 
|in the field with studios and offices 
ion both Coasts. Stanley Frazen, 
supervising editor on all shows 
produced by McCadden Produc- 
|tions and also director of the com- 
/mercials department at McCadden, 
has exited the Burns & Allen pro- 
duction outfit to join Filmways as 
|v.p. in charge of the new office 

McCadden and Filmways had 
|had an earlier reciprocal arrange- 
iment under which Filmways serv- 
|iced McCadden clients in N. Y. 
;and McCadden dittoed for Film- 
ways on the Coast, but that ran out 
|several months ago. Since then, 
Filmways has been working on its 
own Coast operation. Frazen 
|taken studio and office space 
|General Service Studios and has 
| oeaen work on the setup there 
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at 
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WHITN.-TV. 


CHANNEL 13 
IT’S A SELLER’S MARKET, 
but we can give you 


the BIGGEST BUY yet! 


TIME: Now, while we're still new . . 
with rates set to offer low cost per im- 
pression . . . choice availabilities: are 
still open. 


PLACE: Huntington — Ashland — Charles- 
ton and Portsmouth Markets. The rich, 
prosperous, tri-state area of more than 
1,259,000 population conservatively meas- 
ured from mail responses. 


SCENE: WHTN-TV with the largest trans- 
| | mitting antenna in the world . . . 316,000 
watts of power for maximum effective 
coverage . . . a built-in audience of more 
than 200,000 sets . . . popular basic ABC 
network programs, outstanding local live 
shows and top-notch films. 

| | ACTION: Get on our “bandwagon” and 
g-t-0-w with us! After only one month of 
maximum power, Channel 13 showed 
36.8% audience increase over the first 
audience report. 

CALL US: Huntington, West Virginia, 
JAckson 5-7661, or our representatives: 
Edward Petry & Co., Inc. 
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T-H-T Gets Flock 
Of New Spenders 


Elasticity of the NBC-TV “To- 
day-Home-Tonight” (THT) - sales 
setup has induced a record num- 
ber of advertisers to try network 
television for the first time. In the 
first six months of the year, 39 
sponsors never before on network 
video dished out some $4,938,000 
in their videbuts on the three 
shows, in amounts ranging from 
$1,042.329 for Sperry & Nutchin- 
son (Green Stamps) to only $6,166 
for Teweless Seed Co. 

List of top new spenders on the 
three shows is headed by Sperry & 
Hutchinson, with Harold Ritchie 
Co. (Eno) next with $588,554, fol- 
Jowed by BC Remedy, $439.551; 
Edison Electrical Institute, $329,- 
914: American Meat Institute, 
$280,986; Carrier Corp., $197,601; 
Insurance Co. of North America, 
$169,249: Mrs. Tucker’s Shorten- 
ing, $167,480; Shaler Co., $156,- 
6327; Donahue Sales, $118,869; Pel- 
Jon, $107,104; and Barcale, $100,- 
968. 

Other network newcomers were 
Aladdin Industries, Allen Indus- 
tries, American Thermos, Asco 
Electronics, Canvas Awning, Coop- 
er’s, Damar Products, Diamond 
Alkali, Douglas Fir Plywood, 
Drackett Co., Frito Co., Kentile, 
Kelling Nut Co., Knapp Monarch, 
Maico Hearing Aid, Niagara Mfg. 
& Distributing Co., Paillard Prod- 
ucts, Patterson-Sargent, Plastone 
Co., Quality Courts, Reader’s Di- 
gest, Rustcraft, Ruud Mfg., Sim- 
plicity Patterns, Squirt, Swingline 
and Teweless Seed. 


310 TV’ers in NARTB 


Washington, Aug. 21. 





NARTB had added 19 tv mem-| 


bers to its roster and 123 radio sta- 
tions during the last four months, 
the organization reported last week. 

The additions bring to 310 the 
number of tv _ stations in the 
NARTB fold, which is nearly 70% 
of the approximately 460 commer- 
cial video outlets on the air. 


SUNDAY SAM REPORTS 


|Foreign Radio-TV Experts Now 
Have ‘Greater Respect’ for U.S. 





Boston, Aug. 21. 

Speaking for 17 foreign radio 
and tv experts, who finished a six- 
month study of radio and tv in the 
U.S. under auspices of the State 
| Department, Sunday Sam Young- 
| Harry of Nigeria, said the experi- 
| ment was a success in international 
|group understanding and “we have 
a much greater respect for this 
|country now.” 

Sunday Sam spoke at exercises 
‘at Boston at which diplomas were 
presented to the group from Jor- 
|dan, Iceland, Belgium, 
'Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, 
|many, Colombia, Guatamala, 
|geria and Afghanistan. 

They studied at B. U., at the 
school of Public Relations and 
| Communications, interned at radio 
|and tv stations throughout the 
| country and then took a month- 
long tour of the U.S. on their own. 





Ni- 





Y & R’s Bowling Tourney 
For General Cigar Co. 


A national handicap bowling 
tournament is being launched by 
Young & Rubicam on behalf of its 
client, General Cigar Co., sponsors 
of the National Bowling Champion- 
ship telecasts on NBC-TV Sunday 
nights. 

The trournament, to be held in 
cooperation with the American Red 
Cross from Sept. 14 to Oct. 14, 
will be open to all bowlers in the 
U.S. for a fee of 50c per individual. 


All proceeds will go to the Red 
Cross. Participants will be given 


a handicap against the champion- 
'ship bowlers, Bill Lillard and Anita 
Cantaline, both of whom appear 
in the telecasts. The top 10 win- 
ners will be offered a 10-day trip 
to Mexico, good for two. 








Houston—Fred Nahas has te 
j}appointed prez of the Shamrock 


| Broadcasting Co., owners of KX YZ | 
| here, according to Glenn McCarthy, 


| chairman of the board. Nahas came 
ito KXYZ in 1948 as a veepee and 
general manager. 


Korea, | 
Ger- | 


\‘Mickey Mouse Club’ 
Clients’ Belated Return 


| 

| ABC-TV continues to recapture 
|'some of the “Mickey Mouse Club” 
/clients it lost at the end of the 
season, latest being Minnesota Min- 


ing & Mfg., which had let its spon- | 


sorship lapse in June but this 
week changed its mind and signed 
for alternate-week sponsorship of 
one quarter-hour. Network is pair- 
ing MM&M with Miles Labs, an- 
other last-season client who 
dropped but then returned for an 
| alternate-week ride. Deal puts the 
show back up at about the two- 
thirds-so!d mark. 
MM&M _ buy 
BBD&O. 


made’ through 





Knomark’s 1256 
Magic Box Buy 


Knomark Mfg. Co. (Esquire Boot 
| Polish) has made its first major 
spectacular stake, a one-shot buy 
lof “The Magic Box,” the Robert 
'Donat-Sir Laurence Olivier star- 
rer about the growth of the Brit- 
ish motion picture business. 
Knomark will sponsor the film on 
Sunday, Sept. 9, in the 8 to 9 pe- 
iriod, preempting Steve Allen for 
, that week. 

| Picture was bought for network 
showcasing by NBC from National 
Telefilm Associates about a year 
ago and bore a pricetag of $75,000. 
With an hour’s time, total cost to 
Knomark comes to over $125,000. 
Film was set last week as a “stand- 
iby” entry for “Kraft Theatre” if 
the Wednesday night (15) Demo- 
|cratic Convention session opened 
late, but the Dems, concerned with 
‘their civil rights plank, opened 
their session promptly at 9 and so 
ithe film was passed over, with 
{NBC thus having to try selling it 
again. This they did, via the Emil 
Mogul agency. 


Albany—Jim Baker, former pro- 
motion director for WTRY in Troy, 
is now associated with Radio Ad- 
| vertising Bureau in New York. 





From V to 


White S’phur Springs, Aug. 21. 

FCC Chairman George C. Mc- 
Connaughey expressed optimism 
‘here last week that the Commis- 
{sion’s proposal! for an ultimate shift 
of all or substantially all tv to 

UHF can be achieved. 

The agency topper, in an address 
to the West Virginia Broadcasters 
Assn., said he found it hard to be- 
| lieve, in this age of scientific mar- 
vels, that tv engineers will not be 
able to overcome the _ obstacles 
|which have impeded progress in 
, the use of the UHF band. 

But McConnaughey gave assur- 
ance that the Commission proposes 
|“*no quixotic or overnight change.’ 

Even if the technical hurdles can 
be met, he asserted, the economic 
|impact on broadcasters and the 
| public must be considered and a 
‘transition period provided. 

“I want to emphasize,” he said, 
|*That there is no thought of pre- 
|cipitous action which at a single 
| thrust would obsolete V-HF receiv- 
|ing or transmitting equipment in 
which the publie and the broad- 
casters have made tremendous in- 
'vestments. But every receiver has 
a limited life span, and deprecia- 
‘tion at permissible rates can meet 
‘the financial problems of VHF 
| broadcasters who may at some fu- 
‘ture date.be required to replace 
— present facilities with UHF 
equipment.” 


Te implement the all-UHF pro- 





/posal, Chairman McConnaughey 
|revealed that he recently con- 
\ferred with Dr. W. R. G. Baker, 


president of the Radio-Electronics- 
| Television Manufacturers Assn., to 
formulate plans for organizing the 
| projected research and develop- 
/'ment program which he advocated 
before the NARTB convention last 
| spring in Chicago. 

| One approach to the program, 
he said, would be a nonprofit cor- 
| poration which could accept grants 
from universities, foundations, and 
other interested organizations 


a | 


McConnaughey Confident Shift 


U Can Be Achieved 


| facilities or personnel. Such an ap- 
| proach, he said, would be so inclu- 
| sive that no one desiring to partici- 
| pate would be excluded. 
| On the basis of encouraging sup- 
|} port from many industrial leaders 
|whom he has consulted, McCon- 
|naughey said he plans to lay the 
| proposal before a larger group 
isoon after Labor Day. “It is my 
;earnest hope,” he added, “that at 
ithat meeting an agreement can be 
lreached and that immediately 
|thereafter steps will be taken to 
| organize the research and develop- 
ment program and launch it. 
“The basic goal,” he said, “com- 
|mends itself to the active support 


|of every farsighted member of this 
industry. The stakes are large. 
| The difficulties are thorny. But the 
|goal offers the best hope on the 
|horizon for facilitating the expan- 
|sion of this nation’s tv service to 
; the levels where ingenuity, spurred 
iby active competition, can carry 
it.” 

MecConnaughey said the Commis- 
;sion does not entertain “any re- 
lalistic hopes” that UHF can be 
|}made as good as VHF. “Our propo- 
/sal,” he explained, “does not rest 
|on the hope that the two can nec- 
'essarily be equated. We believe, 
;on the other hand, that UHF tv 
|transmission and reception have 
|not reached their highest poten- 
tials. To put it simply, the ques- 
tion which we have raised is 
whether UHF transmission and re- 
ception can be sufficiently im- 
proved so that 70 UHF channels 
can be utilized in order to attain 
the goal of a nationwide competi- 
tive tv service to the public. Twelve 
VHF channels will not attain that 
goal.” 








Albany—Roger Bower, program 


| director of WROW for a year, for- 


mer radio and television director- 


producer for WOR and Mutual and 
| first 


president of the American 
Guild of Radio Announcers and 
Producers, resigned Friday (17) to 
become general manager of WKIK 


|which desire to contribute money, | in Raleigh, N. C. 
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For the first time, 


the audience gets a peek at a station’s new 


schedule before it’s officially launched. 


Gives them that good feeling of being insiders, 


as well as making their mouths water for 


the new all-week-long programming of New York’s 


favorite movie station. 


Something to make an advertiser’s mouth 


water, too: the proven value, in both ratings 


and sales, of top feature film on WOR-TV... 


now available in shows of all sizes, 


for all ages, every day of the week. 


Tune in, call in, and we'll prove ise 





channel 


OR-TV 


first with the finest films 
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From the Production Centres 











soloing on three instruments at the gathering of the GOP's in Frisco. 
For the northerners he plays the guitar, the southern delegates he 
serenades on the banjo and for Hawaiians there was the uke 


Continued fron it? 


newly-signed Don Klein on Stanford football, basketball and possibly 


baseball games in upcoming season. 


KCBS is pushing sports, con- 


tracted to handle all Stanford events and is also slotting Godfrey for a 
daily, five-minute evening sports show ... Frisco’s Barnaby Conrad 
(who wrote “Matador’’) is writing and will produce and narrate a 30- 


|minute film on the late bullfighter, 


'fall, .. Pat Sweet,’ex-KSFO gal. 


-ery ... New salesmen at KCBS are Ed Dunbar, ex-NBC, 


Manolete, for “Omnibus” this 
has joined the Gil Coleman flack- 
and Clifford 


Trotter, ex-KJBS, ex-KSFO, ex-KWBR. 


There'll always be a Linkletter. In a closed circuit telecast for his 
sponsor, Pillsbury, to food editors around the country, Lois, the 
missus, and their three daughters, Dawn, Sharon and Diane, tended | 


to the new mixes. Son Jack has already been launched on a tv career. 
NBC's Bill Lawrence out from N.Y. i 
crew for “Citizen Soldier” series to be filmed in Germany . . . NBC 
called the press together to hear from Barry Wood, director of speciat 
perma the season’s schedule for “Wide Wide World.” To have his 
little joke, Erle Stanley Gardner is imprinting his CBS “Perry Mason” 


sevies with Paisano Productions and carrying the figure of a Mexican | 


road runner. Just his way of getting recognition for his Paisano 
Ranch... Agent Frank Cooper landed a comedy spot for his new team, 
Gene Wesson and Gordon Polk, on the upcoming Ethel Merman musical 
to help along NBC’s grooming of the comics. Writers are now at work 
developing a half-hour show for their clowning. 


IN PHILADELPHIA 

WRCV-TV held special trade preview of “Midnight Jazz Festival” 
which preems Oct. 6. “Festival” features Henry “Hot Lips” Levine 
heading a trio, including Coatesville Harris and Al Leopeld . . . Bosh 
Pritchard hosts “Eagles Nest,” on WPFH, debuting next month (Sept. 
25)... Ed Leigh, WSBA (York, Pa.) announcer, ankles to Hillside, N.J. 
to teach... Hy Lit, WHAT deejay, guest at opening of teenage shop 
in Wanamakers (15) . . . Tommy Roberts, freelance broadcaster, has 
added a disk session WCAM., (Camden) to his other chores . Phil 
Sheridan emcees “Triangle Theatre,” daily three half-hour sessions 
ot former network films ...Ed Murray, WRCY-TYV film buyer, chalks 
up six years with station (21)... Bob Ridley, vocalist at the Troc, 
(local burly house) replaces vacationing Marvin Burak on WPEN .. . 
Sam Serota, WIP special events director, is commentator on WIP’s 
new stanza, “Book Parade” . Alan Scott’s “roving camera,” on WRCY- 
TV, cited by the Chamber of Commerce for “providing vital service in 
promoting the city.” 


IN BOSTON 


“Big Brother’ Bob Emery, WBZ-TV personality, 
his birthday promosh for the Jimmy Fund . 


raised $26.186.32 in 
.. Henry J. McMahon, di- 


rector retail sales, Yankee Network, welcomed a son, Henry Jr., this 
week... . Duncan MacDonald, “Yankee Home and Food Snow,’ back 


from Nassau where she taped food and fashion interviews for WNAC 
radio... Gus Saunders taking over the Louise Morgan show on WNAC- 
TV while latter vacations in Nantucket ... Marie Morash, radio traf- 
fic. WNAC-TV, feted by staff at dinner party and baby shower . . 
John Scott back from New York and disk jocking at WCOP ...WJD. \. 
Quincy, sent Jim Asher, station mgr., and Ken Fallon, announcer, to 
the Demo convention in Chicago. Asher continues on to San Fran- 
cisco for the Repub doings ... Rod MacLeish, WBZ news chief, cover- 
ing the conventions for WBZ and other stations in the Westinghouse 
chain ... Singer Jean Martin in this week for disk jock visits ... Bill 
Buchanan, WVDA disk jock, played an hour of Eddie Duchin music on 
his Saturday night program. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 

Walt Conway has quit as general manager of S. H, Patterson’s radio 
station, KSAN, for a similar post at the new 10,000-watt KPOO, Oak- 
land. Conway helped build KSAN into a “race” station, reportedly 
planning to bring some of Frisco indie’s talent across the Bay when 
KPOO opens, which should be soon. Oakland station, incidentally, is 
expected to change call letters to KBEY ... Dick Godfrey, Arthur’s 
son, was promoted to station coordinator at KCBS, will work with 


Navy's New TV Station 


. 


is 











For Lease in H’wood 


COMPLETE FILM STUDIO, STAGE 
SPACE *10x110, for lease in the cen- 
ter of Hollywood. ideal for producer 
of TV series or filmed commercials. 
Available with projection room, 8 ex- 
cellent offices, reception room, set 
construction facilities, parking lot, re- 
hearsal, wardrobe and prop rooms, 
scene dock, overhead light platforms. 


THE BEAUMONT CO. 


8652 Wilshire, Los Angeles, Calif. 
OL 5-7030 


Washington, Aug. 21. 
Navy Deartment has activated 
tv station at Adak, Alaska, 
entertainment for personnel at a 
remote station near the western 
end of the Aleutian Islands chain. 
Station was established with the 
understanding that it will cease 
operation upon notification by the 
FCC that satisfactory service 
available from any privately 
erated outlet. 
The new 
20 tv outlets operated by the mili- 
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to bring 
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EVERY DAY 
ON EVERY CHANNEL 








BROOKS {tary services in isolated posts in 

the U. S. and other countries. The 

COSTUME s | Air Force has 14 stations in opera- 

ition, including outlets in Iceland 

3 West 6ist St., N.Y.C.-Tel. PL. 7-5800 Greenland, Eniwetok, Okinawa and 
| Saudi Arabia. 

















ADVERTISERS AIMING 
FOR A NATIONWIDE MARKET ON THE MOVE ARE 






AS ABASIC — 
“ADVERTISING | 








WENDELL D. “PETE” MOORE, Assistant Sales Manager in charge of Advertising 
and Sales Promotion for Chrysler’s Dodge Division, counts on SPOT’S selective 
selling role: 


“WITH GREATER SUBURBAN GROWTH AND INCREASED USE OF CARS FOR 
COMMUTING, SPOT RADIO IN EARLY MORNING AND LATE AFTERNOON NOW 
REACHES A GREATER AUDIENCE THAN EVER BEFORE. 


“SPOT RADIO IS ESSENTIAL TO ANY 
BALANCED, OVERALL PROMOTIONAL OR 
ADVERTISING EFFORT!" 






NSC) SPOT SALES 


to organize his production | 


To Service Aleutians 


is | 


station is one of about | 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 


With Hilex as sponsor, 


burgh pro football game here Sept. 
of public service program Minneapolis Citizens League’s efforts to im 


prove local government efficiency. 


WCCO Radio to air Philadelphia Eagles-Pitts- 
KEYD-TV had as subject | | format. 


Kae 


League members answered a panel’s | grst-run product. 
questions at the spontaneous news conference, 
| Stuart Lindman on fortnight Texas jaunt 


ee Using voting machines, 


, WCCO Radio to conduct political straw vote on presidential race and 


major state contests at Minnesota State Fair Aug. 25-Sept.3.. 
TV televised the St. Paul district Soap Box Derby . 
tal Sugar inked for a six-week W 


“Birds and the Bees” 
vocal student Rita Marie to its 


movie-soap contest . . 
“Barn Dance” 


. KSTP- 
.. American Crys- 


show cast 


farm director Cal Karnstedt, member of the Minneapolis Aquatennial 


summer mardi gras directors board, 
650 Minnesota mayors and their wives were Aquatennial guests. 


also served as Geneva Association 
; son, WCCO-TYV sports director, 
Country” 


was chairman of the occasion when 
He 


banquet chairman ... Rollie John- 


speaking on “Fishing in the God’s Lake 
(Minnesota) shared witli Manufacturers Representatives asso- 


,ciation his fishing films and experiences. 


IN SEATTLE ° 


John Morgan has taken over 
will host “Swing Shift T heatre, " 
velop station’s teenage show, 


KT 
repl: acing Al Brightman, who will de- 
*“Hi-Jinks,” 


VW’'s late night “Cellar Cafe” and 


for fall preem Sep. 17. . 


James Middlebrook, director of engineering for Kink Broadcasting Co., 


| Seattle, has been named v.p. 
TV, Portland, in which KING 
| staff, general manager 
ager for KGW-TYV when it goes on 


and 
has 


again presenting candidates for state offices on weekly 


views” each Saturday, 
Voters interviewing candidates 

schedule of 35 home hockey games 
play-by-play ... KING-TV will do 
Detroit Sept. 


assisted by staff and equipme nt of 


of KIDO-TV, Boise, 


director of engineering for KWG- 
a majority interest. Walter Wag- 
Ida., 
the air next fall... KOMO-TV is 
“Primary Pre- 


with Mrs. George Prince of League of Women 
.- KTVW 


has set fall and winter 
to begin Oct. 10. 


live coverage of Gold Cup race in 


1, with sports director Bill O’Mara heading crew of nine 
who will go to Michigan city to cover 
will be used to do the 2,445-mile remote and the KING crew 


race. ABC 
will be 


WXYZ, Detroit. 


Inside Stuff—Radio- TV 


NARTB has lined up all seven members of the 
T. A. M. 
neapolis at the Region 5 conference Sept. 
McConnaughey will speak in Salt Lake 


fall regional conferences. Comr. 


Sept. 20-21, Comr. Rosel Hyde w 


FCC to address its 
Craven will speak in Min- 


17-18. Chairman George C. 
City for the Region 7 meeting 


ill address the Region 8 gathering 





. {from 10 to 11: 30 will be 


| first-run RKO films. 
; cae ; : | “Danger” 
CCO-TV promotion campaign .. .! 
Steve Cannon, WLOL disk jockey, won a $1,000 bond in a national | 


. KSTP-TV added opera | poyr 
. ++ KSTP-TV | moved ahead from 6:30 to 4 p.m., 


ithe new 


jand “The Falcon” 





WOR-TY 


===aaa Continued from page 31 eae 


ferent film each day, consisting of 
first-run RKO films plus those 
from the WOR-TV library. Also 


utilizing the RKO library will be 


the new “6 O'Clock 
gram. 

From 7 to 7:30 “Crusader Rabe 
bitt’s Terrytoons” will be telecast, 
\with a “live” host planned in the 
From 7:30 to 9 and again 
“Million 
consisting of all 

Following will 


Movie” pro- 


;Dollar Movie,” 


. WTCN-TV announcer jee “Hour of Danger” from 9 to 10 
p.m. 


and again at 11:30 to 12:30 
This will feature ‘The Saint” 
series and other 
Each of the 
will be aired 10 
The current Gene 
Rogers Western one- 
feature program has been 


a.m. 


films 
times a week. 
Autry-Roy 


time slot considered vir- 


|tually free from kid programming 


| competition. 
On Saturdays, “Riders of the 
West.” from 11 a.m. to noon, will 


;be one of the 


| 


| library. 
|ing 
/hold sway. 


will be station man- | 


NBC-TV, 
| radio’s 
Bob Field will do | 


new programs of- 
fered. These, too, will be first- 
run product culled from the RKO 
From 9 to 1 a.m., follow- 
“MDM,” “Weird Theatre” will 
The four repeat show- 
ings of first-run one-hour horror 
films, starring Bela Lugosi, Boris 
| Karloff and others, also derive 
‘from the RKO library. 

There will be a telefilm series 
interlude on Saturdays from 6 to , 3 
with “His Honor, Homer Bell.” off 
followed by RKO Tele- 
“War in the Air.” 

The Constance Bennett 
“Theatre of Movie 


hosted 
Classics” on 


,; Sundays will be aired from 1:30 to 


network facilities | 
| p.m. 


6 p.m. and again from 9 to 10:30 
Some of the top product of 
the RKO library will be utilized 
for this programmer. 

The opening “MDM” 


the fall season will be 


feature for 
“Top Hat,” 


Starring Fred Astaire and Ginger 
| Rogers. Other features to be of- 
fered, culled from various pack- 


ates 


Sept. 24-25 in San Francisco. 

Comr. Robert E. Lee will be the speaker at the Region 6 meeting | 
in Oklahoma City Sept. 27-28. Comr. Richard A. Mack will address 
the Region 1 conference Oct. 15-16 in Boston. Comr. Robert T. Bart- | 
ley will speak at the Region 4 meeting Oct. 18-19 in Indianapolis. | 
Comr. John C. Doerfer will address the Region 3 meeting Oct. 25-26 
|!in Birmingham, Ala. 


Announcement will be made later 


2 conference in Washington, D.C 


radio advertising clinic, 
held at the Waldorf 

Among 
American 


N.Y., 
be 


Astoria, 
the speakers will 
Airlines, 


. Oct. 


Methods of utilizing radio will be discussed at 
sponsored by 


James 
Irvin Swartzberg 


as to the 


11-12. 


speaker for the Region 


the annual national 
Radio Advertising Bureau, to ve 
Oct. 29-30. 

Cobb, advertising manager 


president of ReaLemon-Puritan 





























fj 
o! | 





Co., and Robert Breckenridge, brand advertising manager of Lever 
Bros. Pepsodent division. 
‘Gag Rule’ on Comics 
Continued from page 22 
would be tabu not only because! “special care” be taken to keep 
of his office but because he is a' political implications out of all} 


candidate.” 
| Johnny Carson did some humor- 
‘ous spoofing of a political conven- 
tion on his KNXT (CBS) show last 
week, but it was cleared by the 
web on grounds it was a general 
| takeoff not offensive or derogatory 
ito anyone. On the other hand, 
| someone recently wanted to put 
jon a CBS show which would cru- 
}sade for housing but the web 
| chilled this on grounds it would be 
lentering an active political arena. 
Explained Bill Tankersley, di- 
rector of editing for CBS-TV on 
the Coast: “We avoid political 
gags when possible, but on the 
whole use of good judgment 
most important in this area. We 
have no objection to a gag in good 
taste. But if we had a script deal- 
ing with pending legislation or 
something controversial like the 
Dixon-Yates matter, we wouldn't 


allow it. An entertainment pro- 
gram is not the place for con- 
troversy. 


‘Don’t Influence Voters’ 

“A harmless political joke is 
okay. But we wouldn’t allow any 
gag which might influence voters 
or offend anyone. I recall we let | 
Red Skelton use a gag about Gov. | 
Adlai Stevenson’s hole in his shoe. 
But as we saw it the gag in no 
way concerned itself with the Gov- 
ernor’s merit, and was harmless,” 
said Tankersley. 





to its personnel instructing that 


is | 


Last April 26 CBS sent a memo} 


programs, 
a political nature. Memo said 
political joke was one of the most 
potent forms of political propa- 
ganda, and warned unless political 
gags were closely screened before- 
hand, the web could be charged 
with bias. 

Webs are unanimous in nixing— 
specifically—joshing of such 
| troversial subjects as Civil Rights, 
the farm problem, foreign affairs, 


parity, the platforms or planks of 
either party—as well as any po- 
litical candidate by name in any 


jmanner which might reflect on his 
merit. 

For example, in 1952, Bob Hope, 
doing the color commentary at the 
Democratic conclave, quipped to 
his NBC-TV audience: ‘ . and 
Harriman is taking smiling les- 
—" Such barbed wit is out to- 
| day. 


Kaiser’s Aloha Gleam 


Honolulu, Aug. 21. 

Industrialist and resort owner 
Henry J. Kaiser may _ invade 
, Hawaii’s tv and radio field “in the 
near future” but plans still are in 
the talking stage. 

Asked whether he planned to set 
up a new station or buy an existing 
operation, Kaiser said “that would 
depend on the price.” Hal Lewis, 
top Honoiulu disk jockey, reported- 
lv would be associated with the 
Kaiser tv-radio project. 





7 
a 


con- ; 


and to avoid remarks of | 


| 
| 





ages in addition to RKO’s, 
“Room Service,” With 
Brothers, “Enchanted Cottage,” 
with Robert Young and Dorothy 
McGuire, “The Champion” and 
“Cry the Beloved Country.” 


include 
the Marx 





Seattle 
been named 


Lincoln Miller 
v.p. of Queen 
Broadcasting Co. Company 

KIRO, BS outlet here, and is 
also applicant for television chan- 
nel 7. Miller has been assistant to 
Queen City president Saul Haas 
for past four years. 


has 
City 
oper- 








FOR RENT 


Most Artistic Modern Home. 
15x30 foot Swimming Pool — 
Flagstone Terrace. Overlooking 
Delaware River. Five miles this 
side of New Hope, Pa. 


Over $50,000.00 spent in 1953 
to make this unusually compact 
home last word in comfort, 
charm and inspiration. 

Large twe story living room, 
enormous stone fireplace, most 
modern kitchen-bar, three bed- 





rooms, two new luxurious bath- 
rooms. 

Pius a separate apartment on 
Swimming Pool level, with liv- 
ing room, fireplace, bedroom 
with another luxurious  bath- 
room and kitchen, with own 
entrance. 


No help required for 
Perfect Upkeep. 


Rent $3000.00 per year on 
twe year lease or will consider 
lease-sale arrangement. 


Immediate Possession. 


JAMES SAUTER 
Hotel Pierre, New York 
TEmpleton 8-8000 














| take this occasion to express my 
gratitude for the continuing confi- 
dence placed in me by my cus- 
tomers and friends in show business. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 
Investment Brokers 
501 7th Ave., New York 18, N. Y. 
LOongacre 5-6262 
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wpix-11 is the 


only New York station 
advertisers have 





Shot ec iar aetna 


Double Exposure is gaining in acceptance because it guarantees 
more mileage for your TV program dollar. Simply schedule your 
show twice each week — different times and different days for 


greater spread — audience penetration. 


All six Double Exposure Plans now scheduled for New 


York include weixdd 


So ne igre ae paste CORRE eri eat Seaac io 


it’s always 
WPIX-11 


because it is the only New York station 
that can offer—night after night—prime 
time periods—surrounded by solid blocs 
of top syndicated half-hour shows— 
and deliver a half-hour of time for less 
money than a single announcement 
on the two largest network stations 
in New York. 





ir every 











Highway Patrol Ballantine Beer WPIX-11 anf wrca 

Science Fiction Theatre Emerson Drug WPIX-11 ghd wrea 

Stage 7 Chef Boy-Ar-Dee WPIX-11 be wasp : 

Dr. Christian C. F. Mueller WPIX-1 1 bana wasc « 

Foreign Legionnaire Chunky Candy WPIX-11 joa WPIX-11 : 

Rosemary Clooney Show = Clairol WPIX-1 Liha wrca : 
- ee : 





A new TV opportunity 
double exposure with 


w PIX 


New York 





Al. 


The Daily News Station 


Representative: Peters, Griffin, Woodward, Inc. 
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Madison Ave.’s Cost-Per-Thousand 
Yardstick Unveils a Political Dud 


Last week’s Democratic Conven- 
tion wasn’t more than a couple of 
days before key network and 
agency execs were talking about 
1960 and the changes that will 
have to be made for then. For the 


most part a television dud, the 
conventions themselves, with an 
eye toward the millions watching 
in, will have to make an effort 
toward streamlining the _ proce- 
dures for video; more important, 
perhaps, is the tendency among the 
telecasters to talk about some kind 
of “limited” coverage in ’60, per- 
haps an hour or two a day, catch- 
ing only the highlights. 
Reinforcing the latter observa- 
tions is the all-important sponsor- 
ship picture, with both the webs 
and the agencies taking a dim 
view of the sponsor prospects for 
1960. On the basis of the early 
Trendex returns, the ratings for 
the Democratic conclave kept pace 
with the '52 ratings and although 
the cost this year was far higher, 
there were more stations and more 
sets carrying the big show, so that 
the cost-per-thousand yardstick is 
expected to come out about even. 


The sponsors haven't exactly 
been buying the conventions on 


the basis of cost-per-thousand, of 
course, but the impact they had in 
"52 isn’t evident this year. The 
tremendous word-of-mouth as_ it 
regarded television and particular- 
ly the sponsors (who knew Betty 
Furness before ’52 among the gen- 
eral public?) gave the ’'52 bank- 
rollers the kind of public relations 
that couldn't be built through 
normal channels in 20 years. This 
year, however, the’ viewers have 
indicated more annoyance than 
anything else with the dullness of 
the conventions and coverage, and 
there isn’t much goodwill toward 
the advertisers in evidence. 
Await Nielsen Data 


The actual computation of cost- | 


per-thousand-per-commercial min- 
ute, which would become the yard- 


stick if the goodwill factor be- 
comes negligible, will have to 














MAURICE SEYMOUR 





PHOTOGRAPHER 
TO THE STARS 


1715 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
(at 54 St.) 


CO 5-3133 























59 West 44th Street 
New York * MU 7-4400 
Preferred by people of the Theatre... 

100% Air Conditioned 








await the coming of the detailed 
Nielsen data a couple of weeks 
hence. The overnight Trendex, 
covering only the cities where the 
three webs are in direct competi- 
tion, gave a combined network 
average rating for nighttime cov- 
erage for all five nights of 29.9, 
only slightly behind the ’52 
Trendex five-night computation of 
31.4. The Trendex ratings cover 
average-minute viewership and 
therefore don’t represent total au- 
dience or cumulative (total and 
duplicated) audience, The network- 
by-network ratings shewed CBS 
|with a 12.1 average, NBC with an 
11.3 and ABC with a 6.5. 


A broader picture of the total 
audience tuned in at one time or 
another to the convention was the 
| American Research Bureau sur- 
‘vey, which covered via 1,000 tele- 
|phone calls, viewing up to Thurs- 
day night’s balloting and which 
| revealed that 93,831,000 persons 
/had watched the convention on 
j one or more of the three networks. 
'That broke down to 32,383,000 
families, which comes to about 
85% of all television homes. This 
means that the “total audience” 
for all three webs combined up 
to that point—just prior to he bal- 
loting for President—was about an 
85 rating. 

The ARB survey also showed 
that NBC and CBS were running 
about even, with a 40-40 split of 
the audience and with ABC hold- 
ing down the other 20%. This 
means that the “total audience” 
rating up to that point for NBC 
and CBS individually was about a 
34, this covering the day and eve- 
ning sessions on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday and the Thursday 
afternoon and a bit of the Thurs- 
day evening session, a period of at 
least 20 hours. 

More complete information will 
have to await the Nielsens, but if, 
as Madison Ave. appears to believe, 
future conventions will have to be 
bought on the basis of cost-per- 
thousand because the intangibles 
of word-of-mouth and _ goodwill 
didn’t come through this year, the 
sponsorship picture for 1960 looks 
gloomy, to say the least. 














Wanied: Format 





|! back to the delegates. Move pro-| 


week and this week at the Repub- 
lican’s meet on the Coast, the situ- 
ation is reversed. Despite former 
President Harry S. Truman’s at- 
tempt to liven up the proceedings 
with his backing of New York Gov- 
ernor Averell Harriman, it was vir- 
tually a no-contest romp for Adlai 
Stevenson as the Dem’s No. 1 
choice. And certainly President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower is a shooin 
this week at the Cow Palace. 


So into this vacuum moves the 
“producers” seeking to make poli- 
tical hay out of the wholesale visi- 
tation from the tele industry. 


All this is fine for the voteseek- 
ers, but what does it add up to for 
the nation’s setowners, ‘s the ques- 
tion being asked. And how to cope 
with it under the medium’s inher- 
ent public-service, news gathering 
and entertainment responsibilities, 
is the corollary poser the tv moguls 
are grappling with. 

The thinking hasn't crystallized 
as yet and probably won't be for 
months. It runs all the way from 
the notion that the networks should 
limit their coverage to only those 
sessions that actually accomplish 
scmething newswise to the idea 
that the best way to modernize and 
streamline the nominating proce- 
du.es is to keep exposing the video 
audience to these cumbersome 
longwinded sessions so that the 
public outcries will force a change 
of pace. 


Perhaps the politicians are wis- 
ing up faster to the video facts of 
life than anyone expected. it wasn’t 
the oratory, the never-ending 
stream of singers and the filmed 
inserts such as the Dore Shary- 
produced “Pursuit of Happiness” 
political documentary that touched 
off Butler’s ire at CBS, or the squib 
from “The Best Years of Your 
Life” as an intro to Harold Rus- 
sell’s speech that were the tv-| 
slanted highlights of the Dem’s 
hoopla. 

It's generally conceded that the 
best gambit of the five-days was | 
Stevenson’s decision to buck the 
choice of his veep running mate 





duced the most dramatic moments | 
of the conclave as it turned the | 
Amphitheatre into one hug e | 
“smokefilled room” before Estes | 
Kefauver emerged on top. | 

And there’s no denying it was a | 
political stroke pulled off for the | 
benefits of the tv watchers. It was | 
just the sort of thing both tv and | 
its clientele had been waiting for 
through four previous days of 
political showmansh‘p of the old- 
hat crossroads stump variety. 
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Stanton, rallied to Columbia’s sup- 
port in the wrangle with the Demo 
chairman. 

While the network top brass are 
united on what they consider a 
fundamental principle—the right 
ito look for convention news else- 
| where than on the speaker’s rost- 
| rum—they are less closely aligned 
}on how to cope with the fact that 
|the traditional trappings of politi- 
| cal presidential rallies are just so 
much ho-hum fodder on television. 





In retrospect, they see now that | 


| the two big political shows back in 
|'52 were actually pretty unique 
jin that each party was showcasing 
a new cast of characters and each 
had a real battle for the nominee 
|slot. In short, without trying to 
program a spectacular for tv the 
|Dems and the GOP did produce 
some exciting and dramatic se- 
quences by merely doing the job 
they had assembled for—selecting 
their presidential and vice presi- 
dential banner carriers. 





But this semester, both here fast | 





|in their legitimate functions of cov- 


|eratic convention, 





Demos Welsh 
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working area which the committee, | 
itself, had assigned to the reporters 
for radio and television. 

“While many reporters were at 
their studios, or otherwise engaged 





ering the activities of the Demo- | 
their seated 
working seats were filled by per- | 


sons holding no tickets for this 
|area. This was done on the ex- | 
plicit orders of the Democratic | 
Convention Committee 


without | 
consultation with the radio-televi- | 
sion correspondents, and not only | 
violates the committee’s agree- | 
ment, but displays an amazing ig- 
norance of the duties of the cor- | 
respondents who have been de- | 
prived of facilities for properly re- | 
porting the convention activities to | 
the American people.” 

P. S. The broadcasters got back 
their seats. 








WANT 





TO MAKE A 





MILLION? 





If you can move fast enough 


world. Don’t wait to write, 


first plane. 





In a Lifetime Deals” in Southern California broadcasting 
... this jewel will take only $100,000 down and the bal- 
ance should be paid out of profits as you get your original 
investment back. Great growth area offers limitless op- 
portunities in the most wonderful place to live in the 


Hogan or Frank Oxarart now, or better still, grab the 


THE ALBERT ZUGSMITH CORPORATION, 
6630 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 28, Calif. 
Hollywood 5-6171 


to grab one of these ‘Once 














telephone or telegraph Art 
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ally, reunioned with fellow Phil- | 
delphian, Manie Sacks. 
os a 


Item for Ripley—a Taft at the 
Democratic convention! Lloyd Taft, 
youngest son of the late “Mr. Re- 
publican,” reported for the family 
daily, Cincinnati Star-Times, which 
also owns two radio-tv stations 

. And Sen. Lyndon Johnson’s 


wife Lady Bird is an _ Austin, 
Texas, station owner. 

* %* OK 
Not. satisfied with electronic 
gadgets, NBC also employed 


Dolores Mona, a New York teacher 
of the deaf, to hunt “scoops” by 
reading lips of delegates and con- 
vention leaders . And on the 
CBA Bulletin board, a sign read, 
“Under no circumstances will you 


| will 


| the 





patronize the NBC cafeteria”... 


Latter was “off limits” also to rank 
and file of NBC staffers. 
s ¢ »s 
Highlight of the turnabout press 
conference staged by Martha “Press 
Conference” Rountree (politicos 
quizzed reporters) at Mme Mesta’s 
party was H. V. Kaltenborn imi- 
tating H. S. Truman imitating H. V. 
Kaltenborn on Election Eve, 1948. 
es ££ s 
Add _ convention “freebies’”— 
cough syrup, with manufacturers’ 
solemn warning that “not only 
will coughing slow up and aggra- 
vate convention business, but it 
will steal millions of dollars worth 
of television and radio time.” 











Frisco Fillip 
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ting, touching all bases Republi- 
cans can possibly take credit on— 
Korea, inflation, farms, highway, 
John Foster Dulles and general 
prosperity. Vice-President Nixon 
gets a big play in the film. 
Business in Frisco’ generally 
was jumping, with many nightspots 
reporting heavy influx of Repub- 
licans. Hottest spots, of course, 
were on Nob Hill, the big Fair- 
mont, Mark Hopkins and Hunting- 
ton Hotels. Small bands played 
almost continuously in lobbies, tv 
cameras were everywhere’ and 
crowds milled about aimlessly. 








Bolger 
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must now go out and sell the other 
half, unless it’s to take the rap 
itself. 

Program had caused the network 


no end of trouble earlier, having 
been responsible for setting off the 
Sunday-Monday-Tuesday program 
reshuffie chat saw NBC breaking 
up its historic Tuesday 8 to 9 hour 
(for which the Bolger segment had 
originally been scheduled), moving 
the Bob Hope & Dinah Shore 
shows to Sundays at 8 to 9, and 
juggling two half-hour shows into 
the Tuesday time. Apparently per- 
severance paid off, though, for in 
spite of the rebuffs, NBC kept try- 
ing with the Bolger show until 
Curtis came through. 
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director for the special films di- 
vision under Poll’s executive di- 
rection. List includes radio-tv 
writers Irve Tunick, Louis (Deke) 
Heyward and Nat Wilkes, 
Ehrlich and Sarett Rudley. 


ner as chief cameraman, 
Justin 
Bill Cecil 
Thompson 


art director, Frank 
costume designer 


as 
as 


‘and Lora Hayes and Charles Senf 


as editors. 

Special Films Division is already 
underway on a quarter-hour mu- 
sical series for the National Guard, 
the first Government agency to 
film a series for its recruitment 
program. Show, which will be dis- 
tributed free to stations via Rob- 


ert W. Orr agency, will star Jill | 
Corey, the Dick Hyman Trio and | 


Mundell Lowe. Also in produc- 


tion is a series of films, ranging | 


from one-minute  prayer-medita- 
tion spots to dramatic shows, for 


the Protestant Episcopal Churches | 


of America. Upcoming in late fall 
be production of a pilot 
Voice,” half-hour 
adventures of an 
switchboard operator. 
Via its affiliation with 
Medal Studios (headed by A. W. 
Schwalberg, former prez of Para- 


“The 
answering 


|mount Pictures Distributing Corp., | 


as chairman, and Poll as prez), the 
production company will push the 
“keep ’em in the east’”’ theme inso- 
far as both telefilm and theatrical 
production are concerned. Pro- 
duction company, having tied up 
key production personnel via their 
stock interest, will “loan’’ them 
to the studio operation on a fee 
basis, thereby insuring top men in 
the field. Studio, equipped with 
four stages, its own commissary 
and barbershop and all the other 
trappings, is currently occupied by 


Elia Kazan for interiors on “A 
Face in the Crowd.” 
Gold Medal’s’ Theatrical Di- 


vision is also in production on 
“The Big Fun Carnival,” series of 
15 90-minute variety programs de- 
signed for the Saturday matinee 
trade. 


Max | 
Pro- | 
duction staff includes Burgie Cont- | 
Valerie | 
as production coordinator, | 


on 
series on | 


Gold | 


KOVR Eyes More Biz 
In Sacramento Valley 


Market, ABC Affiliation 


Stockton, Calif., Aug. 21. 

KOVR, Stockton channel which 
j}had a brief fling at operating in 
| Frisco, apparently is aiming for 
the smaller, possibly more lucrae 
tive Sacramento Valley area. 

Further, it'll latch onto an ABC 
affiliation if- present plans to 
move the station’s transmitter are 
approved by the FCC. 


What thi¢ will do to ABC's pres- 
ent Sacramento affiliate, KCCC, is 
unknown at present. 


KOVR’s new plans were report- 
ed by Terry H. Lee, president of 
the station’s operating company, 
Television Diablo. 

First step will be to shift the 
transmitter from 3,850-foot Mt. 
Diablo, which is about midway in 
the 90 miles between Stockton and 
Frisco, to 2,670-foot Butte Moun- 
tain, near Jackson, Calif., which is 
about 135 miles from Frisco, but 
only 35 miles from Sacramento 
and 40 from Stockton. 

This switch will take KOVR 
completely out of Frisco’s prime 
signal area, and _ automatically 
eliminate KOVR’s strongest com- 
petition, the NBC, CBS and ABC 
outlets in Frisco. 

Lee said that once this takes 
place, KOVR will acquire “the 
strong ABC programs” to add to 


its own shows. Strongest local 
show, probably, is “California 
Hayride,” 











‘Happy Scrooge’ 
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negotiation on an original cast re- 
cording of the show. 

Expansion to 90 minutes will 
mean preemption of “The Loretta 
Young” show on that date, but 
Alcoa also hopes to expand the 
first show into a regular holiday 
| series, with “holiday originals” for 
every major holiday. “Scrooge” is 
described as a loose adaptation of 
the Dickens classic, with Rathbone 
set to play Scrooge. Project has 
been in the works about a year, 
with Spector, a Theatrical Enter- 
prises client, having brought it 
into the agency and TE setting the 
deal with Alcoa. Theatrical Enter- 
prises was formed only a few 
months ago by Dave Savage, for- 
mer Guild Films exec, and Jack 
| Talan, former MCA agent, and this 
| is its first major package deal. 























Studio A 
JAZZ STYLING 
VOCAL COACHING 
MODERN ARRANGEMENTS 
SPECIAL MATERIAL 
Ada Moore * Bob Dorough 
Jerry Steward 
Appointment by card or phone: 


CA 6-9307 
236 Lafayette St., New York 














on cas-tv ‘BIG TOP’ sow 


EVERY SATURDAY 
Doug. Anderson 


“THE MASKED MAGICIAN" 


Catch Him — He Will Amaze You! 
8 Surrey Lane, Garden City 
Ploneer 7-5761 














Furnished 1'/2 Room 
Air-Conditioned Apt. 
330 EAST 57 ST. 


Modern Elevator Building 
Agent Premises or Call Mr. Mark 
PEARCE, MAYER & GREER 
41 East 42nd St., NYC, MU 2-1400 














MEN WOMEN 
TELEPHONE SOLICITORS 


Selling tickets & ads for veterans 
affairs. Full or part time. Nassau- 
Suffolk counties. N.Y., Bergen-Passaic 
counties. N. J. high commission. 
1V 11-9377 Seabord Enterprise’, Inc., 
119 West Columbia St., Hempstead. 




















RANGERTONE 


One new Rangertone synchronous 
type recorder console for sale. 
Terms will be given. Write to 


Box #1027, VARIETY, 
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rives. A series of concerts is sked- 


ded for the 3,000-seat Usher Hall. 
Soloists with the orch are Isaac 
Stern, Robert Casadesus and Clif- 
ford Curzon. Canada’s first con- 
tribution to the Edinburgh junket 
is on the legit side. 


(Ont.) Festival Co,.is set for ap-| 
pearances at the Assembly Hall | 
apron-stage theatre during second | 
¥, | 


and third weeks in “Henry 
by Shakespeare, and Sophocles’s 
“Oedipus Rex,” the W. B. Yeats 
version. Tyrone Guthrie has di- 
rected “Oedipus Rex” for playing 
in masks, with settings for this 
(and for “Henry V") by Tanya 
Moiseiwitch. 
12 Showings of ‘Henry V’ 

Festival audiences will see 12 
performances of “Henry V” and 
only four of “Oedipus Rex.” By 
coincidence, the Canadian entry in 
the simultaneous Edinburgh Inter- 
national Film Fest (a more vivid 
cinematic event this August than 
in previous years), is a film ver- 
sion of the Tyrone Guthrie pro- 
duction of “Oedipus Rex.” 

Major dramatic interest has cen- 
tered on the Henry Sherek-H. M. 
Tennent production of Dylan 
Thomas’s “Under Milk Wood,” 
which has its stage preem at the 
Lyceum Theatre tonight (Tues.). 
This is Dylan Thomas’s last work, 



































manufacture 
of 

textile mill 
products 


weal-tv 
LANCASTER, PENNA. 
NBC and CBS 


Among the television markets 
foremost in the manufacture of 
textile mill products, the Channel 

8 Multi-City Market ranks 
eleventh, based on production 
figures for America’s top 100°. . 
counties (SALES MANAGE. ~- 
MENT “Survey of Buying 
Power’ == May 10, 1956). 














Channel 8 Multi-City Market 
Harrisburg Reading 
York Lebanon 
Hanover Pottsville 
Gettysburg Hazleton 
Chambersburg Shamokin 
Waynesboro Mount Carmel 
Frederick Bloomsburg 
Westminster Lewisburg 
Carlisle Lewistown 
Sunbury Lock Haven 
Martinsburg Hagerstown 














316,000 WATTS 


STEINMAN STATION 
CLAIR McCOLLOUGH, Pres. 


Representative 


the MEEKER company, inc. 


New York 


Los Angeles 
Chicago 


San Francisco 
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The Stratford | 


10th Int’! Edinburgh Fes 
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and was first broadcast on the 
| BBC’s arty Third Program in 


| January, 1954. 


| Italian drama is also, like Can- 
ada’s, making an Edinburgh Fest 
| bow. The Piccolo Teatro of Milan 
; will present Goldoni’s comedy 
play by Pirandello, “Questa Sera 
si Recita a Soggetta” (Tonight We 
Improvise), 


George Bernard Shaw Tribute 
As a George Bernard Shaw trib- 
| ute in the G. B. S. centenary year, 
|London impresario Henry Sherek 
is presenting, for the last week 
\of the festival “Fanny’s First 
| Play,” preceded by “Village Woo- 
ing.” Casts include leading British 
,thespers Michael Denison, Brenda 
| Bruce and Jacqueline Mackenzie, 
| the last-named a Scot gal who has 
| been making a name. 

On the unofficial or 
list of legit events, Donald Wolfit, 
stalwart English actor, has opened 
in the Lauriston Hall in “The 
| Strong Are _ Lonely.” This is 
|adopted from the original of Fritz 
| Hochwalder by Eva Le Gallienne, 
daughter of the poet Richard Le 
| Gallienne, 

Play, already presented in New 
| York, Paris and in European cities, 


tre, London, last November. 
concerns a_ clash between 
Jesuits and the King of Spain. 

Sonia Dresdel, leading British 
actress, also pops up on the Fest 
“fringe.” She leads the Fraser 
Neal Players in the Edinburgh 
Y.M.C.A. Theatre in three works. 
First is a version by Max Faber of 
Strindberg’s “Froken Julie” (‘Miss 
Julia’), about a neurotic girl, It 
is preceded by the Cocteau cur- 
tain-raiser, “La Voix Humaine.” 
Trio will be completed Sept. 3 by 
“Springtime of Others,” a 30-year- 
old play by Jean-Jacques Bernard. 
More legit fodder is available in 
the Phoenix Group presentation, of 
“Samson Agonistes,” Milton’s 
drama in verse in the Greek style. 
A distinguished company includes 
Catherine Lacey, John Westbrook 
and George Hagen. 


Plot 
the 


Auld Lang Syne Revue 

Opening Festival production, un- 
der official aegis, was an 
Lang Syne revue, ‘Pleasure of 
Scotland,’ with singers, dancers, 
narrators, balladeers and bagpip- 
ers. This takes form of a large- 
scale ceilidh (Gaelic for Scotch 
party or night-out), an interpreta- 
tion of authentic living arts of Scot 
musie and dance, with Jameson 


doing the narrating. 

For after-the-show diversion 
three revues are offered this Fes- 
tival. “Reprise,” staged nightly 
through midnight at the Palladium 
vaudery, comprises top items from 
successful London revues like 
“Lyric Revue,” “Intimacy at 8:30,” 
“High Spirits,” “After the Show” 
and “Slings and Arrows.” 
Urry is presenting this 


ella Fielding, Bernard Hunter, 


Denny and Susan Pardone. Ox- 
ford Theatre Group is staging a 


revue in the _ historic Gullan’s 
Close. Another college group also 
will present late-night entertain- 
ment. 


Other non-legit highlights of the 


It won the Italia | 
| Prize in that year. 


“Arlecchino” for one week, and a/' 


“fringe” | 


was staged at the Piccadilly Thea- | 


Auld | 


Clark, radio and tv commentator, | 


Leonard | 
Peter | 
Myers selection for three weeks, | 
cast including revue artistes Fen-| 


Tom Criddle, Patricia Cree, Susan | 


pouring in from every state. 
ada is a close second. 

A late unofficial entry for the 
Festival is by New York's After- 
| Dinner Opera Co., who will stage 
| three one-act operas in the Gart- 


Can- 


shore Hall, George Street, Aug. 
28-Sept. 8. 
Major problem once again is 


lack of late-night eating facilities 
for Fest visitors. Cafes and res- 
tzurants make well-meaning efforts 
'to stay open, but staff shortage, 
acute in Britain, and Scotland’s 
outmoded licensing rules, make 
midnight conviviality non-existent. 
Festival Club is catering as before 
for members, but shutters too 
early. 

| Floodlit Edinburgh Castle, plus 
the spectacular Military Tattoo, 





j 
} 


i 
} 


| 


and daylight flags strewn along the | 
handsome thoroughfares, are giv- | 


‘ing this arty historic Scotch city 
a gay enough air. 

















Sinatra 
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'of advertisers 


Spot TV's $105,584,000 Billings 
For 3 Months Sets a New High 


Spot television expenditures for | get & Myers Tobacco, $1,237,400 


the 1956 second quarter hit a gross | 


of $105,584,000, topping the pre- 
ceding three quarters examined by 


the Television Bureau of Adver- 
tising. 
The April-thru-June estimate 


capped the preceding 
more than $5,000,000, 
ahead of the fourth 
1955, advertisers invested 
872.000 in spot selling. 
TvB also noted that the number | 
increased to 2,987, 


quarter by 
and is also 
quarter of 


$103,- 


Slightly over the °56 first quarter, | 


| but representing the greatest num- 
| ber 
' 


| year from 1949 to date. 
(1) his current one-week personal | ber of advertisers in the °55 second 
at the Broadway Paramount, con- | 


| current with his own indie produc- | 


ition, “Johnny Concho,” would (2) 
|} have to kick off the Steve Allen 
| show (from the Hudson Theatre), 
'and (3) rush a bit further uptown 
to the old Broadway Theatre 
'wherefrom Sullivan’s vaudeo orig- 
inates. [In between he also did 
an ABC-TV “interview” within the 
same hour.] 

With the columnist-conferencier 
| still bedded—and he will be for 
three or four more weeks, with 
chest pains, although a pneumonia 
threat was circumvented—this past 
Sunday’s show was a_ loosely 
booked affair. Red Skelton em- 
ceed and it meant he would do 
two or three bits, if necessary. 
Thus, the 15 minutes needed for 
a Sinatra routine, to close the 
show) including a bit with the 
guest emcee), was very elastic. 
Last week Phil Silvers emceed. 
Hal March was wanted for this 
show but was prebooked. There 
will be other guest regisseurs until 
Sullivan’s return. Kirk Douglas 
next week. {Actually 


| 





on either show.] 
Fee to Charity 
When Weitman told Sinatra to 


|told you I'd do it for Ed.” 


charity and a check will be sent in 
his name.] 

Sullivan, for his part, says, 
“When you're flat on your derriere 
you don’t feel so arrogant.” 

He says he is “‘first 
what a close call we really had.” 
(The Lincoln in which he and his 
son-in-law, Bob Precht, were driv- 
| ing, along with a private officer at- 
i|tached to Sullivans’ Southbury 
(Conn.) estate, when an oncoming 
car, which was off-centre, hit them 
head-on, is something to marvel at 
because of its near-demolished 
condition. Incidentally, Precht 
who is married to Betty Sullivan, 
and is a production assistant to the 
Sullivan show must undergo sur- 
gery this week for a double-frac- 
ture of his shin and ankle-bone. 





| A rash on the break had haited the 
|; necessary operation). 

Sullivan states that he paid 
| Samuel Goldwyn $32,000 for 
minutes of backstage film clips at- 


of 
the 


advertisers 
of every 
The num- 


spot television 


in second quarter 


quarter was 2,873, compared to the 
2,987 in the same ‘56 period. 
The top 10 spot advertisers and 


| their estimated expenditure in the | 





Sinatra | 
couldn’t sing, because of laryngitis, | 


name his figure, the singer said, “I 
[Sul- | 
llivan and the network insist on | 
Sinatra naming a pet orphanage | 


realizing | 


He has 15 stitches under his chin. | 


25 | 


| tendant to “Guys and Dolls” and | 
| other footage for use on his show, | 
and seemingly because of ‘“‘mis- | 


| understanding,” Sinatra took um- | 


period are as follows: Proctor & 
Gamble, $6,541,000; General Foods 
Corp., $2,978,000; Brown & Wil- 
liamson Tobacco Co., $2,673,400; 
Sterling Drug, Inec., $2,138,500; 
Colgate-Palmolive Co., $2,115,700; 
Philip Morris & Co., $1,833,100; 
National Biscuit Co., $1,735,900; 
Miles Laboratories, Inc., $1,392,- 


| rank, 


Commenting on the report TvB 
prez Oliver Treyz noted that Proc- 
ter & Gamble, consistently the 
largest users of spot television, 
has substantially increased its ex- 
penditures in the second quarter 
versus the preceding ones. Lever 
Bros.’ spot expenditures in the see- 


ond quarter are almost triple 
those of the ‘56 first quarter, 
Jumping from 38th place in the 


initial period to ninth in the see- 
ond quarter. 

Other advertisers showing a 
marked increase in spot appropria- 
tions include General Foods, which 
went from fourth to second in 
Philip Morris and Colgate. 
Additionally, American Tobacco is 
listed in the top 200 spot televi- 
sion advertisers for the first time, 

A drag on the total increase in 
spot expenditures is found in the 


| automotive field, which accounted 
| for $3,556,000 in the second quar- 


ter. As in other media, spot tele- 
vision expenditures of automotive 
companies are down in the rank- 
ings. 

By product classification, the top 


| fields and their estimated spending 


in spot tv for the second quarter 
include: food and grocery prod- 
ucts, $28,381,000; cosmetics and 
toiletries, $9,541,000; ale, beer and 
wine, $9,009,000; tobacco products 
and supplies, $7,371,000; drug 
products, $6,468,000; confections 


600; Lever Bros., $1,263,900; Lig- and soft drinks, $5,322,000. 











in Chicago television. 


Network Station B 


WGN-TV 


Network Station C 
Network Station D 


emption problems. 


WGN-TV 
Number 2 
in Chicago!! 


Yes, on WGN-TV you have network size audiences 
—and you buy them at the lowest published rates 
The latest Nielsen for July 
shows WGN-TV a strong second! 


Share of Audience* 
July, 1956 
6:00 A.M. — Midnight 
Sunday thru Saturday 


Top audiences at low cost—with no network pre- 





29.4% 


25.4 


25.2 
20.8 


1956 Festival include offerings by | brage because of a misimpression | 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, the Ham-j he would be asked to do a cuffo in- | 
burg State Opera, the Ram Gopal /|terview” on the Sullivan TVer. An | 


sean aeaecaee 


Indian Ballet, and 
Royal Philharmonic Orch. Other 
groups taking part are the London 
Mozart Players, Scottish National 
Orch, BBC Scottish Orch, and the 
National Youth Orch of Great 
Britain. 

Austria is represented by the fa- 
mous ° Vienna MHofmusikkapelle, 
paying its first visit to Britain. 
Hofmusikkapelle is a combination 
of members of the Vienna State 
Opera Orch (Vienna Philharmonic 
Orch), members of the Vienna 
State Opera Chorus and the Vien- 
na Boys’ Choir. Hofmusikkapelle 
is rarely heard outside of Vienna. 
Deal to play at the Edinburgh 1956 
junket was clinched after a plane 
flight to Vienna by Robert Pon- 
sonby, of the Edinburgh Fest. 


New High in Advance Sales 

Booking for the scores of events 
this year reached a new high. Al- 
ready value of tickets sold is about 
$15,000 higher than at this time 
last year. Biggest demand has 
come from the U. S. with orders 





the British | 


|}exchange of vituperative personal 
|ads in VARIETY between the two 


;made widespread columnar news |} 


as it was picked up. A couple of 


| weeks ago Sullivan’s “High So- | 


| ciety” and Bing Crosby’s filmed 


|interview footage saw the anamoly | 
| whereby Sinatra was cuffoing on | 


ithe “Toast” show because of the 
ifact that he along with Grace 


with Crosby. 

Intra-trade scuttlebutt regarded 
the Steve Allen-Sinatra booking as 
something beyond a show biz date 
—a continuation of the “vendetta” 
which, of course, is now no more. 
Sinatra’s heralded appearance on 
Walter Winchell’s debut TVer for 
NBC in October was also deduced 
to be of the same pattern, in light 
of the WW-Sullivan rivalry, per- 
sonally, journalistically, and now 
on competitive video networks, al- 
though on different nights (Win- 
chell will be on Friday). This, 
too, is now no more than a straight 
show biz guest-shot. 





| Kelly, costar in the Metro picture | 


| 


Now is the time to select prime periods for fall. 
National advertisers already set with new pro- 
grams on WGN-TV include Hamm’s Beer, Kel- 
Miller 


logge, Mars Candy, 7-Up, Brewing. 
(Several others have renewed.) 


* NSI Area—Adjusted 





Chicago Office—441 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, II 
Eastern Advertising Solicitation Office—220 E. 42nd S$t., New York, 17 
West Coast Only—Edward Petry & Company, Inc. 
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Bros.: “49 Shades of 
“Summer Sweethearts” 
(RCA < Victor). The Ames Bros., 
who are distinguished from most 
of the current vocal combos by the 
fact that they can sing on key, turn 
up again with a solid coupling. 
“49 Shades” is a swinging piece of 
material with a clever lyric which 


Ames 
Green’ 


the brothers put over to the 
hilt. “Summer Sweethearts” is a 
change-of-pace, a _ lovely ballad 


with a seasonal peg and excellent 
chances to step out. 
Ginny Gibson: “Two 
Hearts” - ‘“‘Miracle of Love” (ABC- 
Paramount). “Innocent Hearts.” a 
number in waltz tempo but with 


Innocent 


a rock ’n’ roll arrangement, is 


Que —— _ 


Best 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 








| Gogi Grant: “When the Tide 
| Was High”-“You’re in Love” (Era). 
|A big factor in the pop market via 
|her recent hits, Gogi Grant has 
itwo good sides on her latest plat- 
‘ter. “When the Tide Was High” 
lis sm atmospheric ballad with a 
good lyric and an exotic melodic 
igloss. ‘“You’re in Love,” from the 
Republic pic, “Accused of Mur- 
|der,” is a more conventional ro- 
|mantic entry which Miss Grant 
handles effectively. 

Teresa Brewer-Mickey Mantle: 
“I Love Mickey”’-“Keep Your Cot- 


| ton Pickin’ Paddies Offa My 
Heart” (Coral). “I Love Mickey,” 
one of those song tributes to a 


sports personality, is a cute piece 


Bets 








Po, ee arene ere ee 49 SHADES OF GREEN 
CH VCO fo cicecass rede , Summer Sweethearts 
ae TWO INNOCENT HEARTS 
(ABC-Paramount) ......e+00+2008 e's Miracle of Love 
Se ED 65 4. Aes kiobe hehe 6990004550085 LOVE ME GOOD 
(Columbia) ....56 cevrervecceverecees A Perfect Love 
ere BLUES IN THE NIGHT 
Co  ) rc eee ae My Heart Says Thanks To You 
py ie, . ere ROCK AND ROLL PRESIDENT 
SRS hb iy Se tng w egies iaieva teed Cool It, Baby 
right down the market groove. of material which will have to 
Miss Gibson is due to have a race|buck the fate of oblivion which 
with Bethe Douglas, who introed}| usually is accorded this type of 
this tune on the indie Fraternity|number. Teresa Brewer, with an 
label. On the ABC-Par  flip,|incidental assist from the Yankee | 
“Miracle of Love” is another} home-run hitter, does a bright job 
strong side. and should attract some spins, 

Jo Stafford: “Love Me Good"- especially if Mantle goes on to 
“A Perfect Love” (Columbia). Jo| break the Babe Ruth record. Flip 
Stafford, who’s been absent from|iS an oldfashioned-type rhythm 
the hit lists for some time, has a| "umber, also belted by Miss Brew- 


standout coupling with this entry. 
“Love Me Good” is a rhythm bal- 
lad with a fine lyric. Orch back- 
ground, under Paul Weston’s ba- 
ton, lends an important assist. 

Perfect Love,” from the Metro pic, 
“The Opposite Sex,” is a class bal- 


lad which Miss Stafford projects 
with unusual warmth. This side 
could well take over for the long 
pull. 


Four Joes: “Blues in the Night’’- 
“My Heart Says Thanks to You” 
(MGM). This new and elaborate 
arrangement of the great 
“Blues in the Night,” could step 
out as a potent seller. Colorful 
jock and juke material. Flip is a 
fair ballad. 

The Treniers: 
President’’-“‘Cool It, 
The politico angle to “Rock and 
Roll President’”’ may provide just 
the extra push to put this one over 
the top. It’s a cute number which 
the Treniers belt in the approved 
manner. The Coney Island Kids, 
on the Josie label, have a differ- 
ent interpretation. On the Vik 
flip, the Treniers do the “Cool It, 
Baby,” from the 20th-Fox pic, 
“Teenage Rebel,” one of those 
frantic rhythm numbers in the r&r 
idiom. Solid juke fare. 


VARIETY 


94 O6644644446444 


“Rock and Roll 


Baby” 


oldie, | 


(Vik). | 


er with good impact. 


Nathan Russell: “His Name Was 
|Dean’-“I Walk in the Future” 
(Forest). The morbidity surrounindg 
much of the continuing interest in 
the late James Dean is fully pan- 
dered to in the ballad, “His Name 
Was Dean.” The lyric is made up 
of the usual cliched sentiments, 
but Nathan Russell gives it a sin- 
cere, simple folkstyled rendition. 
The kids might go for it. ‘I Walk 
in the Future” is a routine entry. 


Mario Lanza: “Earthbound’’-“The 
Lord Don’t Play Favorites’ (RCA 
Victor). Mario Lanza comes back 
to the pop scene with a couple of 
big ballads. He’s in top vocal 
form on “Earthbound,” a standard- 
|styled item. ‘The Lord Don’t Play 
Favorites” has a patriotic-religioso 
peg and once again Lanza lets out 
all the stops. 


Tommy _— Leonetti: “Secretly”- 
“Go Buy the Ring” (Capitol). 
Tommy Leonetti comes up with a 
fine ballad in “Secretly” and the 
| young singer, who's in the Sinatra- 


Damone school of crooning, sells 
it in highly pleasing style “Go 
Buy the Ring” is another likely 
winner, a_ bright-temvoed_ tune 


which he puts over stylishly. 


I) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines ......+++++++++, 


1. MY PRAYER (5) ........ ooo occ ce cece cece. 

2. ALLEGHENY MOON (8) .............ceccccccccccccccccee. 

3. WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE (5) ................--... 

4. CANADIAN SUNSET (2) .. ... ccc cccecccccecccccccccce, 

5. HOUND DOG (3) .......... 2. occ cccccccc cece ccececccceece 

6. I ALMOST LOST MY MIND (9) ....................- 2... 

7. I WANT YOU, I NEED YOU, I LOVE YOU (3) 

8. ON THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE (9) 

9. DON’T BE CRUEL (1) 

iG NS a i 
Second Group 

THAT’S ALL THERE IS TO THAT 

ee 

SONG FOR A SUMMER NIGHT. ...............ccceccccccccece 

WAYWARD WIND __.............. Pe nee) Pe Oe 

ee 


GLENDORA 
GHOST TOWN 
FOOL 


Lae ee eee ee 


se eee ee wwe eens 


SWEET OLD-FASHIONED GIRL 


FLYING SAUCERS 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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eee et ot eee eee ee eee ee ae ee eT 
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~ LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 








(Exclusively on Coral) 
261st Consecutive Week 
Aragon Ballroom—Ocean Park, Cal. | 
ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P. M. EDT 
Sponsored by 
Dodge Dealers of America 














| | Longhair Reviews 











} 
| 
Verdi: “La Traviata” (Angel). A 
| brilliantly performed new record- 
|ing of the popular Italian opera by 
'the orchestra and chorus of the La) 
Seala Theatre with Antonietta 
Stella, Tito Gobbi and Giuseppi Di 
| Stefano in the lead roles. A trans- 
lation of the Italian libretto is in- 
| cluded in the boxed package. 


| A Mozart Organ Tour (Colum- | 
| bia). This massive compendium of | 
| Mozart’s organ music, as played by | 
E. Power Biggs. is an excellent | 
contribution to the composer's bi- 
|centennial. Package includes or- 
gan solos and sonatas for orchestra 
‘and organ played with the Cam- 
erata Academica in Salzburg with 
Bernhard Paumgartner conducting. 
excellent pictorial liner folio 
tells the story of the works and 
the performances. 


Bjoerling Sings At Carnegie Hall 
(RCA Victor). A highly pleasing 
repertoire or operatic arias and 
songs of Beethoven, Schubert, 
Richard Strauss, Brahms and, for a 
surprising change of pace, Stephen 
Foster. Recording, of excellent 
sound quality, was made. during the 
tenor’s Carnegie Hall concert in 
1955. 


Maria Luisa Anido: A Spanish 
Guitar Recital (Capitol). A sensi- 
tive guitar virtuoso plays an at- 
tractive program of works by Al- 
beniz, Granados, Rodrigo and other 
| Spanish composers. 


Aaron Copland: Music For The 
Theatre, Radio, Movies (MGM). An 
interesting 1925 Copland work, 
“Music For The Theatre,” in a fine 


reading by the MGM Chamber 
Orchestra under Izler Solomon. 
Two later works, “Music For Ra- 
dio” (1937) and ‘‘Music For Mov- 
ies” (1942) are performed by the 
| same group under Arthur Wino- 


grad. 


Herm. 





+ 
+ 

- 

PUMICE «ik cicwoeeews Mercury ? 
« 

Patt PEGE 6c et ines Mercury z 
DOris DY 6.6 oc swees Columbia z 
Hugo Winterhalter .. Victor z 
Andy Williams Cadence 4 
Blois Presley ..evsesss Victor 3 
* 

es Dot 
~ . r;: + 
EU PROGEY oc cacvses Victor 4 
; ? 

Vic Damone .....ece>s Columbia ¢ 
: > 

Elvis Presley ...... Victor ¢ 
. © 

Perry COMO ..iesceeds Victor ¢ 
i 

+ 

? 

’ » 7 . . + 
Nat (King) Cole ..... Capitol + 
Gene Vincent .....0.. Capitol z 
Mitch Miller .. Columbia 3 | 
~ . co + 
Gogi Grant ...... oo Era 4| 
. ° , 7 
Pats DOWAIRO .. 20.0880. Imperial t 
Fontane Sisters , Dot > 
Perry ‘COMO co. pisav cess Victor 3 
Don Cherry ..... ..-.-Columbia 3 
Sanford Clark .....e00..; Dot * 

Teresa Brewer .......... Coral 
Buchanan-Goodman Luniverse 


| part of the songalog. 
iton and other singers give an as- 


Album Reviews 





One of the highlights of Decca’s 
fall album program is the double- | 
platter package of “Ethel Merman- 
A Musical Autobiography.” It’s 
a rundown of the top tunes from 
over a dozen musical comedies Miss 
Merman has starred in_ since 
George and Ira Gershwin’s “Girl 
Crazy” opened back in 1930 in ad- 
dition to some non-showtunes pops. 
Although never at her best in the 
disk medium, this package does 
succeed in projecting some of the 
songstress’ color and vitality. In 
addition to the singing, Miss Mer-| 
man also handles the between- | 
number patter, giving the time and 
the setting of the songs. Mostly | 
newly recorded, the 34 numbers | 
were sliced with various orchs and | 
combos, including the Buddy Cole | 
Quartet, and orchs under the direc- 





tion of Jay Blackton, Harry Sos- 
nick, Gordon Jenkins and Sy 
Oliver. Her original 1950 disk of 


“Dearie” with Ray Bolger is also 
Ray Middle- 


sist where other singing parts are 
required. It’s an attractive set 
with photos and an informative | 
liner by Louis Untermeyer plus a 
listing of the Broadway preems of 
the various shows. 

Johnny Mathis (Columbia). 
Johnny Mathis, a tyro vocalist from 
San Francisco when he was inked 
by Columbia last year, is an un- 
usual stylist who fits more easily 
into the jazz than the pop cate-| 
gory. He sings in anything but a 
straightforward manner, but he 
has taste and ideas and the im-| 
pact is solid. 

“The Eisenhower Story” ‘ABC- | 
Paramount), The timing of this al- | 
bum during an election year makes | 
it a boon for the Republicans and | 
will undoubtedly spark the Democ- | 
rats to demand “equal time.”’ Writ- 


lit sounds 


| Storyville label 
contemporary 


ten by Joe Di Mona and produced 
by Creed Taylor, this LP is a docu- 
mentary compilation of speeches 
by Eisenhower and others since 
D-Day. A large part of the album 
is devoted to the 1952 Presidential 
election. Although the times are 
dramatic, the album largely fails to 
capture the excitement. Ted Mal- 
lie does a good narration job. 
Winifred Atwell: “By Request’ 
(London). Winifred Atwell, Trini- 
dad-born pianist who now works 
steadily in Britain, can pound the 
keyboard with power and dexterity, 
Although noted for her boogie- 
woogie tempos, Miss Atwell plays 
with equal virtuosity in many styles 
and carries off a varied wax pro- 
gram in highly attractive fashion. 
On the jazz scene, Dave Brubeck 
is spotlighted on a Columbia album 
playing his own compositions for 
solo piano. In this form, much of 
very cerebral and dif- 
ficult On the same label, but 
in different tempo, Buck Clayton 
and a flock of jazzmen have a tra- 
ditional swinging session in a pack- 
age titled “All The Cats Join In” 
; A striking color photo should 
sell the ABC-Paramount set of 
“Modern Jazz With Dixieland 
Roots,” which features a highly 
modern combo headed by trumpet- 
er Don Stratton ... Another good 


| old-fashioned jazz set titled “We're 
|!in the Money,” with Pee Wee Rus- 


sell, Wild Bili Davison and Vic 
Dickenson is presented under the 

Back to the 
groove, trumpeter 
Kenny Dorham fronts a_ smart 
combo on another ABC-Paramount 
set. In the big band idiom, the ex- 
cellent Elliot Lawrence band plays 
some great standards in sharp ar- 
rangements by Tiny Kahn and 
Johnny Mandel on the Fantasy 
label. 





The top 30 songs of week 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


(more 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Indez. 
Published by Office of Research, 


Director. Alphabetically listed. *Legit musical. tFilm. tiTV. 
Survey Week of Aug. 10-16, 1956 
PeMuAPRNNOT III. 92g 2c 5c. ys dg acta a gh gin! grasa decks Uae Beale Rate AS Oxford 
ee Oe ee WUE BO bb 56o oN eCe Ce boddeceecdevens Mayfair 
IN, MMIII 00) 7G. =: 5g a (gr bie alate iw 6/6 acne ale ae ae Meridian 
Cool Tango pe alate! aga Woh etbrare’ Sie e Gha'g areas ee ena ae Ardmore 
Happiness Street .... Seer eT ey re rey Planetary 
he Loves Me, He Loves Me Not ..cciccccvcvececvs Broadcast 
Et ikea WO RE, 6 kb oe kk ee Adiee dee eaneen Morris 
I Almost Lost My Mind cat . St. Louis 
I Could Have Danced All Night—*“My Fair Lady”. Chappell 
I Love You, Samantha—7“High Society” ‘ . Buxton Hill 
If I'm Elected Re SN ae ee Pe ee ee Bourne 
It Only Hurts for a Little While cence ees uvancea 
I’ve Grown Accustomed—*‘My Fair Lady” ....... Chappell 
Make Me A Child Again .. Remick 
Moonglow—* “Picnic” : i tenee Ue 
On the Street Where You Live—*“My Fair Lady’. .Chappell 
eee rene CI en cs halt paige al alee eae ae Marks 
ey UC gins ie 8G Nin 04S Nw ORES Col. Pic. 
Proud Onss—T“Froue ORGS” wos cass cacccicecaees W&B 
Sierra Madre yee ace ace es aceewe Melody Lane 
Standing On the Corner—*‘Most Happy Fella” .. Frank 
That’s All Right, Honey Se ase i a .»...-Movietown 
Tickled Pink ce Beet Ae ON ee REE A Mills 
True Love—+“High Society” ........ccccocscsrecess Buxton Hill 
War And Peace—jt“War And Peace” .....ccscoce-, Famous 
poe A Eee eer reer ere a Warman 
Weary Blues ...+ee» Melrose 
Whatever Will Be, Will Be—*“Man Who Knew” . Artists 
When The White Lilacs Bloom Again ... Harms 
You're Sensational—7“High Society” ..... Buxton Hill 


Top 30 Songs on TV 


(More In Case of Ties) 
A DOOM FRICDREIW ook cc kgb sshd ce cteiue nese Kahn 
Py ND «5 op bok kS0b Rs 4s-) eR SOs oe eNe eS Oxford 
Delilah Jones . 5 Nb ac edo rrr rere Dena 
NIN IE, conc ds.s veiw ea gb de be aoa WOE aes Cromwell 
Oe. su ce wieneheessaeeeseheae dee .. Planetary 
rt re Se. (Oe sce ndas es ceuweens eke Valleybrook 
Hound Dog at ee. 3 
I Almost Lost My Mind : A . St. Louis 
I Could Have Danced All Night—*‘‘My Fair Lady” .Chappell 
I Love Mickey . Willow 
i've Got Something In My Eve ......ccsocssvccceess Evans 
CM PE ae nes WEN 4s 68S ORAS SES Champagne 
Let Me Be The First One To Know ........se.0.. Delstone 
Love Will Lead THE: Way ..cccccscceseocs eer ne TS 
Make Me A Child Again ....60.050% Pisesase oe ... Remick 
Moonglow—?“Picnic” ........06. peeaweke + ... Mills 
My Prayer bb O80 55 060466.0005000505008 054050 
Ninety-Eight Cents ...... pbioteesebdesssestenen ce 
Pink Cadillac ite oa ees (000 cneeiessscanc ae 
Portuguese Washerwoman ......... jrseheeneonn ace 
EE eee. cen thie he Kane wneeS bonceenes Seen 
Sailor Man ...... , oe nees areeehoneee sane 
To Love Again—*“Eddy Duchin Story” ...........Col. Pie. 
Walk Hand In Hand .............+0000 veeveees. Republic 
ee ee ee ene cess .eeee.» Warman 
ee Sere eee ee eee Tee .. Kahn 
Whatever Will Be, Will Be—*“Man Who Knew” ... Artists 
With A Little Bit Of Luck—*“My Fair Ladv” ..... Chappell 
Without You, I’m Nothing—*Mr. Wonderful” ..... Laurel 
Yeu Bring Oat The Lover Th We .4 <6 ovis enis cee Morris 
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SHOOT WORKS FOR FALL BIZ 





Flying Saucer’ Payoff Sparks Some 


Beefs, Raises Some Industry Queries 


The settlement between Harry * 


Fox, publishers’ agent and trustee, 
and the producers of the Luniverse 
label’s “Flying Saucer” platter has 


left some unsettlement in its wake. 


At least one of the _ publishers, 
Gene Goodman, whose tunes were 
used on the Luniverse disk with- 
out permission, is refusing to fo 
along with the agreement under 
which the Luniverse operators, 
Bob Buchanan and Dick Goodman, 
would pay a low royalty rate on 
the tunes which they used without 
permission in the “Flying Saucer” 
satire. Among Goodman's tunes 
are ‘“Mabelline”’ and “See You 
Later, Alligator.” 

Most of the publisher principals, 
however, are accepting the deal 
made by Fox and his attorney 
Julian T. Abeles. Gene Goodman, 
head of Are Music, will have to 
take action on his own if he wants 
to collect the full statutory rate 
of 2c per tune. Goodman stated 
that he was basically opposed to 
the manner in which the Luniverse 
disk used his material and he was 
turning down any deal in order 
to protect the writers of the tunes 
who might object (1) to the short 
count and (2) to the burlesque of 
their songs. Meantime, the disk 
companies, whose artists were also 
used without permission on the 
Luniverse rock ’n’ roll parody, are 
not planning to take any action 
again the Buchanan- Goodman 
team. At least, no action has been 
started in this direction and one 
major company exec, whose ma- 
terial was expropriated. said he 
was ready to forget the whole busi- 
ness. 

While the publishers had a clear 
case of infringement against Luni- 
verse, 








the rights of the disk com-| 
| Wurlitzer, 


panies are not so sharply defined 
At least under the Copyright Act, 


the right of the disk companies to | 


protection against such usage 
up in the air. 

It’s believed that the disk com-| 
panies are reluctant to test whether 

universe was within the law in 
using their artists without permis- 
sion. One industry lawyer said he 
didn’t expect to see another such 
platter for another decade, so why 
make a fuss about it. In any case, 
he added, it wold be difficult 
prove that the Luniverse disk 
caused any economic damage 

If anything, the lawyer said, 
understood that 
ord helped to 
for everyone by 
into the stores. This is additionally 
borne out by the fact that Mercury 
has reissued The Penguins’ version 
of “Earth Angel’”’ 
interest created in the song by the 
fragment used in the ‘Flying 
Saucer” platter. 


he 


stimulate business 


Despite Some Sour Notes, 
Dizzy Gillespie Troupe 


is | 


| 


;} eral effort of the juke industry 


| further 
to | 


the Luniverse rec- | 


bringing customers | 


as a result of the | 


Makes Goodwill in A 
akeS UOOdWHI IN ALg. 
3uenos Aires, Aug. 14. 
Dizzy Gille sple s U. S. State 
Dept.-sponsored goodwill tour 
ere ran into some musician union, 
nd racial problems. However, the 
22-man orch displa in a 10-per- 
‘mance stand at the Casino The- 
r is considered the most sen-’ 
tional entertainment offered 
ere so far this year. 
Ths State’s Dept.’s goodwill tie- 
up helped smooth things out when 
e local musician’s unions tried | 
to stymie the jazz leader from 
bringing in his own outfit. The La- 


bor Ministry stepped in to make 
it clear that the present Argen- 
tine government won’t stand for 
nationalistic shenanigans. A hotel 
management, with a large Ameri- 
can clientele, also gave evidence 
of racial discrimination when ac- 
commodation was solicited for the 
group. This earned it a severe rap- 
Ping in the press. The Argentine 
Labor Ministry also got into the 
act and made it clear that this 
sort of thing is foreign to its prin- 
ciples. 

The tour was sponsored in con- 
junction with the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy, which 
foots the bill. 





Cole’s ‘NAACP’ Disk 
Chicago, Aug. 21. 

During Nat King Cole’s 
stand here at the Chez Paree 
in May, singer recorded, for 
Capitol release this month, a 
tune titled “We Are Ameri- 
cans Too.” Disking is to be 
pushed by the National Assn. 
for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People, as a quasi-an- 
them during the continuing 
fight for equal rights. 

House  bamdleader’ Brian 
Farnon of the Chez Paree and 
his orch provided backing on 
the platter. Andy Razof au- 
thored. 


New Juke Film 








Sells’ Industry 


| additional discounts. 


Detroit, Aug. 21. 

The jukebox industry, which has 
not always put its best public rela- 
tions foot forward, is switching 
tactics in an effort to sell the in- 
dustry. Music operators, 
utors and coin machine manufac- 
turers are the heroes of a new film 





distrib- | 


| the 


currently being distributed by 
AMI Ine., coin machine manufac- 
turers in Grand Rapids. 

In a 20-minute color film, titled 
“Music For Everyone” and _ pro- 
duced by Video Films here, the | 
jukebox is kudosed for provid- 
ing music for the masses. Al- 
though an AMI-sponsored film, 
competitive manufacturers like 


Seeburg and Rockola 
are also spotlighted. 
in Spanish, French, German 
Italian have also been prepared. 

While there is no attack on the 
legislation introduced at the last 
session of Congress which would 
remove the exemption on juke- 
boxes in the Copyright Act, the 
film is seen as fitting into a gep- 
to 
in the event that 
legislative efforts are made 
in this direction. Bills to permit 
licensing of the jukeboxes are 
being advocated by ASCAP, BMI, 
and other publisher and writer or- 
Sree = 


BELAFONTE TO CLEF 
MUSIC FOR UA FILM 


win goodwill 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 

Harry Belafonte invades a new 
field, film music composition, on 
“Trooper Hook,” Joel McCrea 
Barbara Stanwyck co-starrer whicl 
indie producer Sol Baer Fieldins 
vill make for United Artists 

In addition to writing four sep- 
arate themes, one for each of the 
film’s central characters, 3elu- 
fonte will compose and sing (and 
subsequently record) a minimum 
of three tunes for the film. 

Association is the second for 
Belafonte and Fielding. Balladeer 
worked for the producer in “Bright 
Award,” the Christopher award 
winning film which Fielding pro- 
duced at Metro and which marked 
Belafonte’s film debut. 


Arnold Shaw Mag Piece 
Cues Pic Cleffer Suit 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 

Alleging “false statements” to 
Arnold’:Shaw for an article in Es- 
quire mag, composer - conductor 


Soundtracks | 
and | 


MAJORS OFFER 


FANCY (FAIS Last Year to New Peak of $25,609,000 


The disk manufacturers, who 
have been enjoying a boom year 
to date, are setting their sights on 
a smash fall season with a wide 
variety of deals, discounts and 
guarantees to the dealers, In gen- 
eral, more incentives than ever be- 
fore are being dangled before the 
retailer in an effort to stock him 
up for the anticipated booming biz 
within the next few months. 

The majors, in particular, are 
letting out all the stops in pushing 
their packaged merchandise. In 
addition to sampler disks, some 
Majors are offering extra discounts 
on catalog merchandise while vir- 
tually all are giving some kind of 
100 exchange privilege on specific 
albums. Distributors in each area 
are being given leeway in handling 
the form of the deals in each lo- 
cality. 





There’s no resistance to the pro- | 


grams on the part of the retailers 
who stand to gain heavily by the 
In addition, 
| the 100% exchange privileges gives 
them a can’t-lose guarantee on the 
packages that don’t turn over as 
expected. 
While some 
voiced about 
the market 
with packages, 
of the 


concern has been 
the possibility that 


in view 
due in 


especially 

massive releases 

next couple of weeks, 
try execs feel that there's 
plenty of room for expansion. 
any rate, 
up to this point don’t warrant any- 
thing but optimism about the next 
few months. 


still 
At 


Dance Promoters Held 
In Houston for Doing 


A Waltz With $2,600 


Houston, Tex., Aug. 21 
Two dance promoters were ar- 
rested here and charged with 


waltzing away with something like 
$2,600 of the East Houston Volun- 
teer Fire Dept.’s money. 

The fire chief, George Hawkins 
told police the pair sold him on a 
scheme to promote a benefit dance 


from which the promoters and the 
department would split the take 
cown the middle Since then, 
police said, the promoters have 
taken in $6.815 but the depart- 
|} ment’s split has so far been only 
$777.41. 

The promoters are Robert E 
Ryron and Charies Sideris, who 
were charged with soliciting funds 
without a city permit. The dance 
vas scheduled to be held Nov. 10 
if the City Auditorium 

Po I ¢ i ( | 
bout h p ire ( n actl 
of the group, which had set up an 
office here. Internal revenue agent 


checking the case. 


ACLU FAILS TO SAVE 
ROCK N ROLL FROM KO 


vood. Aug. 21 


of iburban El 
rock n 


Lhe c1t' council 
Monte hi nixed 
dance 

City fathers voted una 
of Hal 
loting 


originally was 


nimou 
Zeige 


WeCOCKI\ 


to cancel the leense 


pron 
License 


ho’s been 


bashes. 


suspended July 6 after poliee com- 


Leith Stevens has filed a $50,000 | 


damage suit against jazz trumpeter | 
Shorty Rogers in Superior Court 
here. Stevens also charges injury 
to his professional reputation and | 
unfair competition. 

Action is based on the Shaw 
article which describes Rogers as 
a leading contributor of jazz scores 
to films and credits him with writ- 
ing scores for “The Glass Wall,” 
“Private Hell 36” and “The Wild 
One.” All were composed by 
Stevens. 





is becoming saturated | 


plained of a growing number of 
arrests at his dances. Zeiger had 
suggested more rigid restrictions, 
including a 16-year minimum age | 
limit and a seven-minute time 
limit on each dance. 

Nix was recorded after a five- 


hour meeting following which it 
was indicated that Zeiger will ap- 
peal. The ACLU had condemned 
ban on rock ’n’ roll as a “mon- 
strous denial of freedom of expres- 
sion.” 





Erroll Garner trio set for a week 
at the Colonial Tavern in Toronto 
starting Monday (27). 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


indus- | 


solid business conditions | 





Capitol Records Sales Zoom 207, Over 





Cool Lunar 


Roanoke, Va., Aug. 14. 

Some years ago when 
Frankie Laine was making the 
Hit Parade tremble with a 
noisy novelty called “Sound 
Off,” many rural listeners mis- 
understood the title to be 
“Hound Dawg” and pestered 
radio stations to play ‘that 
houn’ dawg song.” Something 
similar recently happened 
when a listener, possibly a bit 
under rock ‘’n’ roll influence, 
buttonholed a disk jockey for 
WSLS here, and insisted on 
hearing a song about “that 
there alligator moon.” 

The disk iock was baffled he- 
fore it finally struck him this 
character also hadn’t heard 
right and what he wanted was 
top tune “Allegheny Moon.” 








ABC-Par Launches 





A Five-Year Plan 


| 1956 each topped any month in the 


ABC-Paramount, a little 
than a year old, 


five year plan. Program is pegged 


° . | 
is embarking on a 


mainly on trimming its current art- | 


a | 


| 


ists’ roster and develop new top- | 
line diskers at the rate of two 
year, 

According to Sam Clark, disk- 
ery’s topper, the program, if} 
everything runs on schedule, will 
| - 
give the company 10 payoff art 
ists at the end of the five years 
A record company, he stressed, 
needs at least that many sure shots 
to operate smoothly. 

ABC-Paramount’s current art- 
| ists’ roster runs to 25 pop disk art 
ists. Clark would like to cut this} 
down to about 15. He's now giv-! 
ing the disk roster the onceover to 


determine the artists whose 


options | 


won't be picked up after the initial | 
expiration date. 

The trimming of the roster, says 
Clark, is based simply on the fact} 
that we have too many artists to 
record which results in too many 
releases. A young company can 
only hurt itself by spreading cut 


Piving its releases 


push needed 


too thin and not 
the concentrated 
get across in the market these day 
The reduction of the * fo 
ter in ABC-Paramount’ 
plan only applies to the 
The jazz lineup, according 
is doing well and the status 
jazz artists will remain unchang 


ae) 
artist 
pop field 
to Clark 


the 
ed 


ot 


CORAL ADDS 2 COMBOS 
IN ROCK 'N’ ROLL IDi OM 


Coral Record riding witl 
the rock ’n’ roll ‘evele and “eos 
signed up a couple of combo in 
that idiom Bob Thiele Coral 
a&r chief, inked Jimmy Cavello 
w H House Rocke i Oo n 

rumer! l ( bo from upstate 
Ne York in DOW itn i 

( oT | ( 
| I ~ ~~} | / 

\ wead trio, the DeMilo S ( 

r oO been i¢ eC ») tie ( I 
Che first platte ill } Faded 
Photo ap! and “‘Never Too Ol 
Tro Rock and Re 


Sunny Gale May Go 
From RCA to Decca 


five year | 


Sunny Gale may wind up on the |! 


label within the next few 
Although nothing has been 


Decca 
weeks. 
firmed, 


confabs with Milt Gabler, 


less | 14-year 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 

Capitol Records’ sales and prof- 
its hit all-time highs for the fiseal 
year ended June 30, 1956, presi- 
dent Glenn E. Wallichs reported to 
stockholders today (Tues.), Sales 
volume hit $25,647,468 and net in- 
come reached $3,209,869 before 
provision for Federal and Canadian 
income taxes for the year. 

Net income after taxes of $1,610,- 
502 amounted to $1,599,367, a jump 
of $679,345 over the 1955 tally of 
$920,022. Net is equal, after pre- 
ferred dividends, to $3.35 a share 
on the 476,230 shares of common 
stock outstanding, as compared to 
$1.92 per share in 1955. Record 
common earnings for the year 
amounted to a 74° jump over the 
1955 calendar year and an increase 
of 119% over the $1.53 per share 
return for the calendar year 1954. 

Net sales represented an increase 
of 20% over the $21,308,633 for the 
| calendar year 1955 and an increase 
| af 51° over the 1954 calendar year 
total of $16,254,907. Sales for each 
| month of the fiscal year were highe- 
er than any comparable month in 
the company’s history. 

(It was also reported that sales 
for five of the first six months of 


history of the firm). 

Firm substantially completed 
construction of its $2,000,000 home 
office and studio building, the 
Capitol Tower, during this fiscal 
year as a result of which the book 
value of property rose from $2,361,- 
127 to $3,581,658. 

Cash on hand and U. S. secur- 
ities as of June 30 reached $2 
357, slightly more than double 
of the previous year and the 
worth of the firm jumped 
$5,033,647 June 30, 1955. to $6. 
383 on June 30 of this year 
value of common stock 
per share. 


756.- 
that 
net 
from 
238.,- 
Book 
was $12.85 


Sam Fox Firm in Tieup 
With Leo Paris in New 
Kiddie Music Subsid 


Sam Fox Publishing Co 
ping up its activity in the 
tional field. In line with the ex- 
pansion program, firm has tied up 
with Leo Paris to organize a new 
children’s educational subsidiary. 
Reynard Publishers. Fred Fox and 


is step- 
educa- 


Paris will head up the new com- 
pany which will operate through 
the Sam Fox offices in New York, 
Chicago and Hollywood 

In addition to the exploitation 
of the Leo Paris catalog of over 
900 recorded children son; with 
30 platters of new material slated 
for release this vear. Revnard is 
preparing complete educational 

ISI proyect for ty oO V1ItnN 
f n ( mre ollo ol ( l 
folio t in le er i f cl, 
a well a in trade outlet and 
chain and department Lore 

Reynard’s activit vill be pee q 
on building major disk comovany 
activity in the kidisk field b nte- 
grating television, publisher aid 
record company promotion to meet 
the successful club and re ii oO 
eration of the indie child ec- 
ord produce 

Sam Fo ( n 

eer 

r the a ! one 
r tne 10 ! r } 


Duke Fliinston Back 
To Columbia's Roster 


Duke Ellington has swung back 
to the Columbia Records roster. 
| After a couple of years away from 
Col, with stopoffs at Capitol and 


| several freelance 


the thrush has been having | 
Decca’s | 


sides for Bethle- 
hem, Ellington last week pacted a 
longterm exclusive deal with Col- 


pop artists & repertoire-chief, to! ymbia. 


iron out wrinkles in the deal. 


For the past couple of years, the 
singer had been etching for RCA | 


Diskery plans to showcase Ej- 
|lington mostly in albums of his 


Victor but her pact expired a few | R€W original material. Ellington’s 
to Victor | first display under the Col banner 
will be three LP sides in the label’s 

“Newport Jazz Festival” package. 


weeks ago. She came 
after scoring with “Wheel of For- | 
tune” on the indie Derby label. 
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On the Upbeat 





New Yerk 


Gogi Grant, currently at Salis- 
bury Beach, Boston, swings over 
to the Riverside Hotel, Reno, fo: 
one week beginning Sept. 6. She's 
a'so set for a shot on Steve Allen’s 
NBC-TV show Sept. 16... Joan 
Tietjen upped to exec assistant 
spot at Columbia Records ... Neai 


Hefti-Frances Wayne group waxe 


its first album for Epic today 
(Wed.) ... Jackie Lee cut four 
sides with Dick Jacobs’ orch for 


Coral release. 

Charles (Chick) Farmer has com- 
pleted his screen treatment of 
“The Mabel Wayne Story,” which 
is being submitted to several Hollvy- 
wood studios by his agent Mitchell 
J. Hamilburg ... The Four Voices 
set for Arthur Godirey’s CBS 
Radio show for two weeks becin- 
ning Aug. 27... Lionel Hampton 
piays his first Las Vegas date at 
the Dunes. beginning tomorrow 
(Thurs.) . . . Dizzy Gillesp’e orch 
will le: ' off the Aug. 25 bash at 
Randali’s Island New York Jazz 
Festival. 


etiamaind 


Freddy Martin orch held over at 


the Cocoanut Grove for the sev- 
enth straight time during Net 
Cole’s stand Sept. 15... George 
Shearing Quintet, current at N.Y.’s 
Embers, set for a week’s engace- 
ment at the Colonia Tavern, To- 
ronto, Sept. 3... Lionel Hampt7n 
orch set for a six-day run at the 
Downtown Paramount Sept. 6. 


Lilian Roth signed Bobby Kro!! 
musical conductor for her Sitatlei 
stand starting Aug. 30. 

Mi'dred Phillips and Jimmy De 
Knight are penning a tit!s tune for 
“Rumble On the Docks,” Sam 
Katzman pic for Columbia release 

Jerry Gray and Red Niciols’ 


as 


‘rews will alternate at the Paila- 
dium’s series of Yuletide private 
parties beginning Dec. 1 . Paul 
Dunlap signed to score “Dragoon 
Wells Massacre” at Allied Artists 
Warren Baker orch has re- 
leases coming up this month on 
five different labels—Dot, Sunset 
Liberty, Kimberly and Omegatape 
. .. Aug. 31 is Wolfie Gilbert’s 
70th birthday and marks his 50th 
anni as a tunesmith. 
Chicago 
Mr. Kelly’s, Chi, set to reopen 
next Wednesday (29), has the Con- 


nie Milano trio, Beverly Kenny and 
Audrey Morris ... Phyllis Branch 
currently at Chicago’s Easy Street 
on Monday nights; Leigh Travis 
and the Bill Wallace trio continue 
there Wednesday through Sunday 
and Bill Russo’s quintet plays the 
Sunday afternoon jazz concerts .. 


Tommy Reed back to the Muehl- 
bach Hotel, Kaycee, Oct. 5 : 
Muggsy Spanier plays the Town 


House, Indianapolis, 
two frames 
the Corn 
S. D., Sept 
Pastor Orch 
orch to handle 


Sept. 3 for 
. Patti Page set for 
Palace Show, Mitchell. 
23-29, with the Tony 
Brian Farnon 
relief chores, two 
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NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder fs 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising eoch of the three major sales outlets enu- 
These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT d@de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks, and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 
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1 1 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ................ {Don’t Be Cruel 
{I Want You, I Need You 
9 9 > leah ie ON n {My Prayer 
yA yA PLATTERS (Mercury) (5S Ce eee de 2a 8 Od Oo 5.9 ) Heaven On Earth 
3 3 PORIS DAY (Columbia) .................. Whatever Will Be, Will Be 
4 4 SUCHANAN & GOODMAN (Luniverse) Flying Saucers 
5 6 HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) ....... . Canadian Sunset 
5 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) ......00csceceses Allegheny Moon 
7 7 fh Bo) be) ree ree I Almost Lost My Mind 
8 y GENE VINCENT (Capitol) .............06- Be-Bop-A-Lula 
(More 
9 ie PERRY COMO (Victor) ..........-. es 'Glendora 
|Somebody Up There 
10 8 Poo Be 2S alt |) Reece my ere Wayward Wind 
TUNES 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
This Last - ss 
Veek Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
2  *MY PRAYER Shapiro-B 
2 l *WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE . ; reer Te Artists 
3 3 PRE RE ED 0 0 ek ed eee oe 6 ce rene VOdeeneeR rere Te Oxford 
4 6 awyf' 54g i... « gree se ies ee eee eo ea . Meridian 
5 4 +HOUNDDOG............. See eeas ee Poe ee aes ... Presley 
6 D et Bo Teer Tre ee Lebbeans Warman 
7 7 a % oi ch ot & > . Fre te rere re ee ee rr ...- Luniverse 
8 8 *QON THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE ................. ee Chappell 
i) 9 rl ALMOST LOST MY MIND . weeeeeeee Fdill & Range 
10 Se ab eke Ree RS Chee hee ee Seer eenes Shalimar-P 
days a week, at the Chez Paree, E ° J il] ; Victor’s Piani 
Chi, after almost four years as pic Inks aycee Hil : ah st Push 
house band I F] : p RCA Victor is on a _ keyboard | 
Ors T B kick. Label has already wrapped 
0 uc VIS res ey up pacts with pianists Eddie Hey- 
Scotland With the diskery prowl for an- wood and Bud Powell and is cur- 
Mel Torme topping in variety at other Elvis Presley still rolling in rently in negotiations with cool 
the Empire, Glasgow . rhe Hili- Dish gear, Epic Records is jump- | 88’er Phineas Newborn. 
toppers to Empire, Edinburgh .. . ing into the field with Jaycee Hill. Heywood comes to the Victor 
Janie Marden, ex-BBC Show Band Mar Holtzman, Epic's pop artistS Jabel after a session with Mer- 
chirper, pacted for date at Empire, | & repertoire chiet, picked up four | ceyry Records. His composition, 
Glasgow, Oct. | . . .Lonnie Done- | Hill masters last week and has set «Canadian Sunset,” is currently a 
gan and his Skiffle Group set for | the first platter for cept. 20 re- hot seller for Hugo Winterhalter 
trek to Edinburgh and Glasgow lease. Both songs were written by | on the Victor label. 
. Gwen Walters, musical director | Hill and are being published by 
at Alhambra, Glasgow, to London | Valyr Music, Bob Merrill's firm. 
to baton his own orch in 5-minute Epic also added Ralph Young , 
= 47s c r is e 
airing on national network and Eileen Barton to its roster last Decca Signs Three 
The Teenagers’ waxing of “Why Do week Miss Barton previously Decca Records bolstered its ros- 
Fools Fall in Love on Columbia, waxed for Coral while Young was ter last week with the pacting of 
toppin bestsellers here; Tony 4 pecca pactee , three artists. In the signings were 
Martin’s “Walk H in Hand,” on | Eddie Fontaine, who’s been waxed 
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ABC-Par Execs to Coast 
lor ‘ackaged Material 
ABC-Paramount execs headed 


over the past week- 


end to scout material for album 


projects In the trek were prexy 
Sam Clark and artists & reper- 
toire toppers Sid Feller and Don 
Costa. 

They'll be back at their New 


| York base by the end of the week 





Prado to Far East 


Perez Prado will bring mambo 
tc the Far East this fall in his first 
trek through that territory. 

Prado planes to Japan next 
month for a series of one-niters 
and performances for Armed Serv- 
ice personnel. He’s also due to 
tour Australia although bookings 
have not yet been set. Music Corp. 
of America is handling the tour, 





the 
year 
Kapp 
Mark 


previously by Vik Records, 
Sunnysiders, who clicked last 
with ‘“‘Hey Mr. Banjo” on the 
label, and newcomer crooner 
Murphy. 

Label 
an early 


prepping all three for 


release. 


is 


Grammophon Price Cut 
Called ‘Decisive Step’: 
Berlin as Haley’s Comet 


Berlin, Aug. 14. 

What Deutsche Grammophon 
calls the most decisive step in the 
record industry since the introduc- 
tion of the LP is the new price 
reduction which went into effect 
Aug. 1. The adjusted price scale 
brings the tab on the LPM line 
down to $5.70 from $7.60, on ihe 
LP line down to $4.10 from $5.50. 
on the LPEM line down to $4.59 
from $5.70, and the LPE line down 
to $2.90 from $3.70. Same rates 
apply to LPs issued by other com- 
panies. 

According to Constantin Metaxas, 
Deutsche Grammophon’s sales 
manager for Berlin and the east 
European area, this price reduction 
has become possible via positive 
technical developments and _ the 
considerable increased demand for 
LPs in this country. Price cut, he 
added, may also be regarded as a 
measure to fight competitors al- 
ready selling LPs at-cut prices. 
It’s felt that with the price reduce 
tion, the gemand for LPs will fur- 
ther increase. 

Metaxas indicated that the 
’n’ roll trend is continuing strong 
here with Bill Haley particular'y 
successful. Latest list reveals that 
five out of the 10 bestsellers are 
Haley items. These are “Rock 
Around The Clock’/“ABC Boogie”; 
“When The Saints Go Marching 
In’/“‘Rock”; “Burn That  Can- 
dle’’/*“‘Rock-A-Beatin Boogie”; “Sce 
You Later Alligator’/“Paper Bo, 
“Birth of the Boogie’’/‘“Razzle Daz- 


rock 


zie.” Haley’s Brunswick platters 
are currently holding first, second, 
third, fourth and eighth spot. 





MG M leks Toni Convoll, 
Picks Up Bechet Sides 


Latest addition to MGM’s talent 


roster is thrush Toni Carroll. 
Warbler has appeared in niteries 
and tv but this marks her first try 
on wax. Initial release slated for 
Aug. 29, is a counling of “Think 
Twice” and ‘‘Goodnight My Love, 


Goodnight.” 

Label also has picked up some 
sides, cut in France by vet Jazz 
man Sidney Bechet. 





Mike Conner to Coast 

Mike Conner, ex-Decca public- 
ity-artists relations chief, headed 
for the Coast ‘yesterday (Tues.) to 
0.0. possible new affiliations in the 
recording, management and_ tv 
fields. 

He’ll be gone about three weeks. 
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A cute novelty with a ating beat! 
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... they can help you sell more in this 11, billion dollar retail market*! 


People often associate Milwaukee with beer but almost everyone 
in Milwaukee associates these popular deejays with top entertainment 





and product news. Each day thousands of loyal listeners—from all age 
groups — in over 288,000 radio homes — invite these personalities into their 
homes and listen to what they have to say. So why not let these 
key salesmen, in this key market, help you move more merchandise! 


* Sales Management “Survey of Buying Power,”’ 1956. 
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idiom of modernization of the cir- 


cus he got nine caterpillar tractors 


Freee of the hundreds of horses 


formerly used to haul the show 
“and they thought I was nuts in 
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Pistol-Play, Brawls Become Feature 


In Miami Beach's B-Girl Boob Traps \y 7)\ FWY 


Miami Beach, Aug. 21. 

The strippery circuit in this area 
hit the violence trail this week 
despite recent  police-announced 
“close scrutiny” of the spots after 
complaints by patrons on padded 
bills and “rollings” by B-girls who 
infest the boob-trap locations. 
Topper was a fatal shooting which 
took place outside the Gaiety Club, 
on the Miami side of the Bay. 


Shot to death was a young ski- | 


ing instructor, while his friend was 
wounded by an unknown pair of 
men after the pair had become 
involved in an argument inside the 
club with a bartender and the 
manager. According to John Cook, 
the wounded man, he and the 
dead man, John Cahill, were about 
to drive away when two cars 
pulled up alongside theirs. A fist 
fight started, ending when an un- 
identified person fired a_ pistol 
twice, fatally wounding Cahill in 
the chest. He died en route to a 
hospital, 
Rifled Purses 

Cook at first accused the Gaiety 
manager, Arthur Pace and the bar- 
tender Walter Stettler of being the 
assailants, but the charge was later 
dropped. According to Beach de- 
tectives, Cahill had been in trouble 
earlier in the year on charges by 
several women from the Gaiety 
‘lub that he had rifled their purses 
at a private party he crashed at 
the strip spot. 

In an unrelated affray, it took 
nine cops to break up a near-riot 
at the Harem Club when a patron, 


who first flashed a $1.000 bill, later | 


to break 


attempted up the prem- 
ises aided by three other men. 
The quartet were subdued after 


they had tossed huge potted palms 
through the front door, ripped up 
barstools and struck two strippers 
who had joined them. The re- 
sults: The four were jailed, the 
big dough guy getting blackjack 
wounds in the head. One stripper 
charged with assault and battery. 
Decision by all to drop the matter 
nixed by Municipal Court 
Judge Albert Saperstein after re- 
fusing to “allow the court to be 
(Continued on page 52) 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 








3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 

MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 

4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk.. $25 @ 

BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 

HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
0 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
20) W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 
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“GAY NINETIES 
TROUBADOUR” 


The Life Story of 
JOE HOWARD 


‘| Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now” 
POCKET EDITION 
$1.00 
Write: JOE HOWARD 
1685 Lenox Ave., 

Miami Beach, Fla. 
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“Aqua Follies’ Grosses 


Seattle, August 21. 
Al Sheehan’s “Aqua Follies” 
| garnered a good gross of $177,521 
|in 16-performance run here in 
Aqua Theatre, August 1-13, during 
the annual Seafair. 

Split is 50-50 on show with spon- 
sor Greater Seattle, Inc., with civic 
promotion firm grabbing net profit 
of $26,500. 


AGVA Snaps Whip 
In Midwest Area 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 








|obtain adherence to American 
| Guild of Variety Artists terms by 
| 


|New Orleans talent buyers, Sey- | 


| mour Weiss’ Roosevelt Hotel there 


| has been placed on AGVA’s na- | 


tional “unfair” list and all AGVA 
| acts have been pulled out. Action 
|ecame last week when the hotel 
' failed to meet AGVA’s 
that it sign union’s minimum basic 
| agreement, pay welfare fund con- 
| tributions for entertainers in the 


| future, and post bonds for per-| 
formers’ salaries. 
New Orleans AGVA rep Bill 


Hewitt, under the direction of Er- 
nie Fast, AGVA’s Midwest Regional 
Director, conducted negotiations. 
Fast is planning a similar campaign 


| in St. Louis, leading off with the 


Congress and Chase Hotels. 


BLACK ORCHID, CHI, IN 
| $80,000 OWNER SWITCH 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 
' Purchase price of Chicago’s 
Black Orchid, recently sold by Al 
Greenfield to a group headed by 
Paul Raffles, the same group op- 
| erating the Cloister Inn, is report- 
|ed in the neighborhood of $80,000, 
Buyers put down $20,000 cash 
land assumed over $20,000 in 20% 
amusement tax due the U. S. gov- 
|ernment, to be amortized at the 








| 





irate of $1,000 per month. The re- | 
| mainder will be paid to Greenfield | 


in installments. 
| Government approval 
| deal came through last week and 
the new management takes over 
| Sept. 5, with its first show set for 


Double Life 


One of Life mag’s secretaries is 
doubling as a nitery singer at No. 
1 Fifth Ave in New York. 
|rin works for Charlie Tuder, Life’s 
| art director, during the day and is 
warbling at night at the supper 
club. 


for the 





has sung in summer stock musicals. 


Dallas, Aug. 21. 
‘ 

L. W. (Duck) McClaugherty has 
taken over as booker here for the 
Dallas office of the Music Corp. of 
America, replacing Eddie Greene, 

McClaugherty is a former nitery 
owner. 


177G in Seattle Stand 


In an opening move designed to | 


demands | 


Fia Kas 


Miss Karin, a Juilliard graduate, |! 
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The summer resorts are again 
being scouted as sources of cafe 
| and television material. The tal 
| ent agencies are scouring the hills 
|in search of new potential, partic- 
/ularly in such resorts as Green 
|Mansions, Warrensburg, N. Y.; 
Tamiment, Tamiment, Pa.; and 
!Scaroon Manor, Schroon Lake, 
IN. Y. 
| The search centers around these 
| spots, not only because of the pos- 
sibility of finding performing ma- 
| terial but as a_ laboratory for 
writers, directors, producers, scenic 
| artists, lighting men and others. 
| The variety revues in these spots 
have been originally written and 
produced by staffers and while 
many individual performers will 
carry away vast chunks of material 
for use on the winter circuits, the 
| collective efforts are still worthy of 
| further use on video. 

The mountain spot revues be- 
came important some years ago, 
| when the William Morris Agency 
pulled Max Liebman out of Tami- 
|; ment, and Music Corp. of America 
got Ernest D. Glucksman out of 
Green Mansions. Both of these 
figures are still important in video 
production on NBC-TV. 

However, the value of these 
spots is again zooming. The 
variety revue is looming into great- 
er importance because of the 
growing use of tv spectaculars. 
The agencies are using these spots 
to test sketches, as well as larger 
works. For example, William Mor- 
ris as Well as others scouted a fuil- 
length opera commissioned by the 
Ford Foundation at Tamiment and 


given Aug. 11. 

The new crop of overall pro- 
ducers at both resorts also are 
being propositioned for video. 


Monroe B. Hack, producer at Tam- 
iment, and Mickey Ross of Green 
Mansions are entering the deliber- 
ations of the talent agencies in 
| plotting submissions to the net- 
| works and advertisers. 

Also responsible for building the 
resort possibilities is Dave Bines, 

(Continued on page 52) 
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UTS IN MOUNTAIN CLIMES 





Supermart Show of Shows Sets 49-City 


Tour This Year With 





H’wood Nitery Pacts 
_ Hoofers for Long Term 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
First longterm pact ever inked 
'by a local nitery with a dance 
troupe has been signed between 
the Club Seville and the Lester 
Horton Dancers. Modern toe out- 
fit recently completed a three-week 


stand at the Seville to top busi- | 


ness. 

New contract calls for 16 weeks 
of appearances through 1957 with 
the dance outfit granting the club 
'an exclusive on its services in re- 
{turn for the guaranteed playing 
time. 


| imennetenattiiines: 


Plan A. C. Motel 
With Cafe Acts 


Atlantie City, Aug. 21. 

The first resort motel to book 
night club acts will be erected 
here this autumn and will feature, 
at its beachfront uptown location 
a restaurant, swimming pool with 
plexiglass cover for winter use 
plus free rolling chair rides on 
the boardwalk and cuffo transpor- 
tation to and from mainland golf 
courses. Construction costs will 
be over $2,000,000, according to its 
backers, Arthur A. Handler and 
Benjamin Kramer, resort business- 
men. 

Hotels here 
tras of various 
ot 


depend on orches- 
types as a means 
entertaining their guests, book- 
ing with them sometimes one or 
two acts. For the past several 
vears 500 Club has been only spot, 


besides Steel Pier, which aims at 
tourist trade, to bring in top 
names. 


Way for construction was paved 
last Thursday (16) when Handler 
and Kramer bought parcel of land 


on uptown boardwalk from re- 
|sort. They now own 70,000 square | 
| foot area. 


**\ through Dec. 2, 


Top Name Lineups 


Supermarket Show 
the Youngstown, O., outfit which 
tours entertainment packages for 
‘supermarket chains, has set a 40- 
city season this year, with names 
jlike Julius LaRosa, Georgia Gibbs, 
the Four Aces and Fran Warren 
toplining their various tours. Out- 
fit, headed by Bob Thompson, is 
only in its second year; last year 
it toured only five cities, playing 
in auditoriums and on fair grounds 
to over 325,000; this year, with 40 
cities lined up, it anticipates a 
total audience of 1,750,000 in stints 
ranging from one-niters to week- 
long stands. 

Under the setup, Show of Shows 
contracts with supermarket chains 
to do shows in their coverage 
areas, with customers turning in 
the stores’ cash register receipts 
for tickets. Season kicks off Oct. 
14 with a split-week between Ok- 
lahoma City and Tulsa for one 
ichain, with LaRosa, Miss Gibbs 
land the Four Aces toplining a 
“house” bill (which will support 
the headliners in virtually all the 
appearances) comprising Francis 
|Brunn, the Abbotts and Bobby 
|McFadden. Troupe hits the Co- 
,lumbus and Toledo area the week 
of Nov. 11, then is off on a one- 
land two-niter’ tour on Nov. 17 
with the topliners 
jin this tour consisting of the Four 
(Continued on page 52) 


of Shows, 








Jimmy Ellyn Drops Baton 
| To Join McConkey Artists 


Jimmy Ellyn, midwestern 
leader, is giving up his band ‘o join 
the Chicago office of McConkey 
Artists. He'll handle the bookings 
of small musical units. He replaces 
Phil Field, former McConkey veep, 

}and reports to Dick Shelton, out- 
fit’s prez. 

Addition of Ellyn is part of the 
agency’s move into the dixieland 
fiajd pointed up of late in the 
| pactings of Jack Teagarden, Nappy 
Lamare, Ray Baduc and Pee Wee 
| Irwin. 


orch 




















| 
ii Arabian Nights 


Dear Mr. Bennett: 


Respectfully, 














GENE GEMAY’s new 


with Aladdin’ 
Lamp and the fabled Genie 


Just Concluded 


CHAUDIERE 
CLUB 


Ottawa, Canada 


We are all looking forward to her return 
engagement in the near future. 


AURELE TREMBLAY, 
Manager, Chaudiere Club. 


Personal Management: 
BOB BENNETT 
1600 Chancellor Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Tel.: PENNYPACKER 5-2880 





Fantasy 
s Magic 


M’‘amselle Gemay Is a superb artiste. 











Impressively stacked blonde uses a dream 
theme ... Staging is okay and customers 
give the session rapt attention and solid 
mitting at finish. 


VARIETY: 


Chaudiere, Ottawa 





Ottawa, Aug. 9. 


Gorm. 
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VARIETY 





Central Canada Exhibition Clicking 
With Parlay of Names, Oldstyle Com 





Ottawa, Aug. 21. + | 


| 
When television came to Can-! e 
ada, attendance dropped at the Great, But Boring 
; Montreal, Aug. 21. 


Central Canada Exhibition, so tv Au 
was blamed* This year, the CCE, How utterly ravishing can 
which preemed Saturday (18), is a show get? 
designed to buck video and is Montmartre Cafe's news- 
using like Mills Bros., Lassie,| Paper ads here proclaim “Rod- 
Clarabelle and others for its grand- rick Seott Dancers, Eight rav- 


stand show. ishing | dancers: accompanie 
But the midway, Frank Bergin’s | Oe cng Ribera, ravishing 
World of Mirth, is using weapons —_? ’ 


that television can never use. It’s 
boxoffice power is in the sounds 
of sirens, motors, speilers, front 
shows and the rasping.tunes from 
ferris wheels and merry-go-rounds, 
the sights of ‘new canvas, blatant 
show fronts and all the color and 


5006 Breach-of-Contract 
excitement of the midway’s 35) Suit hy Romm in Florida 


Bergin has ignored the advice, Miami Beach, Aug. 21. | 
particularly strong in recent years, | Dick Contino will play a return | 
tc streamline and modernize his | date here in 25 days—the location 
carnival. He sticks to the corn|this time being Federal Court) 
and if this year’s opener is any in-| where he must answer suit for | 
dication, records in attendance and| breach of contract in a $500,000 
revenues will be made. isuit filed by his former manager, | 

CCE runs to Aug. 25. It opened | Leonard Romm, now aelams area 
with an hour-long parade that | head of the General Amusement 
started in Hull, Quebec, and end- | Corp. ; 
ed in front of the grandstand at Contino was ticketed for the re- | 
Lansdowne Park. It had eight|turn date while playing at Eden 
bands, television names, gigantic Roc. He has retained a local law- 
galloons. Each day at the CCE a ‘yer through his Los Angeles at- 
new car is won by some stubhold- | torney Jerry Geisler to try to 
er; chances go with admission have the suit stopped. According 
tickets. CCE is also raffling a|to Romm, Contino came to him in 
completely furnished home at $1 | May, 1954, and allegedly asked him 
a chance. | to enter into an agreement where- | 

Basically, nothing is new along | by Remm was to become his “per- 
canvas row. There’s Club 18, a sonal manager” and to remain sO 
femme show; Gay New Orleans, a Pe long as he was in the enter- 
Negro rock ‘n’ roll session; Danc- | t@inment business. 
ing Waters back for a second year;| At the time, Romm continues, 
Harry Fee's monkey circus, Eber-|Contino “expressed dissatistaction 
sole’s giant dog and midget horse, | with his act . . . the general re- 
Harry Sidell’s fat lady, Walter |ception he was receiving from the 
Wanous’ freak show, Doe Harde- | public” and... “adverse pub- 
viek’s snake show, George Mur-|licity.” Romm then “closed out 
ray’s motordrome, Bob Herman’s | his office’ dropping all other man- 
Midgets, Bobby Hill's Montana |agement contracts, agreeing to 
wild west show, others. 'take over Contino for an agreed 

Hardly is there a switch from ‘salary ($300 weekly), plus expenses 
the past quarter-century, and the and percentage of the accordion- 
mobs line up as always, only there |!S¢S earnings. 
are more people this year, for The suit asserts Romm was fired 
opener at least. Officials are sure |in November, 1954, and that Con- 
the 500,000 mark will be passed | tino refused to pay any monies due 
for CCE’s first time. ;him under the agreement, or to 








Dick Contino Hit With 











}make adjustments. a . 
SF. VENETIAN ROOM ps praggee S e| Pig roll pw} 


when Contino came to fill the| 
Eden Roc engagement, he was | 


forced to serve notice of the suit. | 
Fairmont Hotel’s Venetian Room, 


last hotel room in Frisco present- McGuire Sisters Set B.0. 


ing name entertainment, will close 


down following Dec. 16 Ella Fitz- Record in Mass. Spot 


gerald date. Reason is that it loses 5 | 
money—$200,000 last year. Salisbury Beach, Mass., Aug. 21. 


Ben Swig, Fairmont’s owner, A new record was set by the Mc- 
plans to use room for banquets, 
private parties next year. 


ENDS TALENT POLICY 


San Francisco, Aug. 21. 








previous mark for the spot last 
season, at Dennie Mulcahy’s 1,200- | 
seater Salisbury Beach Frolics for | 
the week ending Saturday night 
(18). 

The singing sister trio pulled in 
16,000 for seven days, opening Sun- 
day (12), topping their last season’s 
record here of 15,000. Admission 
to the club, which has no mini- | 
mum, is $1.20. Spot is only 50% 
airconditioned and, testifying to | 
the sister’s pulling power, 1,000 
stood in line waiting for the first 
show in the sweltering heat last 
Saturday night. | 


Billy Daniels to Wind | 
British Tour in Oct. | 


London, Aug. 21. 


Billy Daniels is scheduled for | 
| two-week stand at the Prince of 
| Wales Theatre, London, Oct. 8, to 
| conclude his British tour. 

Mel Torme opens the variety 
season for two weeks commencing | 
|Sept. 10. British stars David | 
Whitfield, Joan Regan and Dickie 
Valentine are also in line for top 
| billing. 









































WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 
Radio in Every Room 


























Latest ABC-PAR Record 
Chigger Chigger Wa Wa b/w Remember When 


CAB CALLOWAY 


Currently 


CASINO ROYAL 
Washington, D. C. 














March next. A vaude season opens 


jat the theatre on Sept. 10, with 


|}auditoriums or 


| day 


| atre, N. Y., for work in Scaroon 








Brit, ‘Paris by Night’ 
Ends Long, Clicko Run 


London, Aug. 21. 

Current edition of the Folies 
Bergeres show, “Paris By Night,” 
presented jointly by Val Parnell 
and Bernard Delfont, ends _ its 
Prince of Wales theatre run on 
Sept. 8 after 898 performances. 
Since April, 1955, when the pro- 
duction first opened, it’s estimated 


that nearly 1,000,000 customers 
will have seen it. 
In December, the newly-cast 


show begins a lengthy South Afri- 
can tour. Delfont is already plan- 
ning another Folies spectacle to 
open at the Prince of Wales in 


Mel Torme, David Nixon and 
Jimmy Wheeler topping the bill. 


meme 








Continued from page 51 








used as a collection. agency” when 
the brawlers wanted to settle dam- 
ages out of court. 

Third item on the circuit: Vir- 
ginia Carroll, who works under the 
name Dixie Evans, is in fair con- 
dition following reported overdose | 
of barbiturates. Medicos _ pro- | 
nounced her on the way to | 

! 





ery after treatment. Featured at 
the--Place Pigalle for several | 
months, Miss Eavns has been build- | 
ing a big rep with patrons of the | 
undrapers locations. According to 
a club spokesman, she had become | 
involved in contractual difficulties, 
with pacts to work in two different 
clubs at the same time. The 
Pigalle is still billing her in big- 
space ads, in what is evidently a 
continuing promotional buildup. | 








Supermart Show 


Continued from page 51 





Aces, Miss Warren and a film star 
still to be set. 

The one-niter tour embraces El 
Paso, Lubbock, Albuquerque, the 
New Mexico towns of Littletown, 
Clovis, Hobbs and Roswell, Ft. 
Worth, Denver, Colorado Springs 
and Pueblo. Later in the year, 
units are set for Montreal (two 
weeks, duplicating last year’s | 
stand), Boston, Cleveland, Kansas | 
City, Youngstown, St. Louis, Mo- 
bile, Wichita, Tampa and_ St. 
Petersburg. Units generally play 
fair grounds; the 
Oklahoma City date, for example, 
will be played at the Municipal 
Auditorium, but the Tulsa _ stint 
will be at the Fair Grounds Pa- 
vilion. Both of these are three-a- 
operations; Thompson _ says 
92,000 tickets have been picked up 
already. 

Show of Shows sets the deals 
with the supermarkets and books | 
the acts; it then assigns MCA, the | 





Guire Sisters, topping their own | William Morris office or General | private King’s Club... Dave Che- | 


Artists Corp. to package and pro- 
duce the shows. 








Scouts 


Continued from page 51 








who takes an annual leave from his 
producer’s post at the Palace The- 


Manor. He has been building the 
value of the resort to the point 
where talent offices become inter- | 
ested. The percenter reps usually | 
take in that spot while going 
around to Green Mansions. 

These resorts also serve a func- 
tion for the agencies and networks 
in seasoning talent. Both Green 
Mansions and Tamiment were in- 
cubators for some top names in- 
cluding Imogene Coca and Dick 
Shawn. As in the case of Shawn, 
the Morris office persuaded him to 
work several seasons at Tamiment 





'so that he could learn more about 


handling sketches. Spot also has 
been used by dancers to break in | 
a set of whole new routines and 
also to get experience in sketches 
and voice. 

One of the advantages in work- 
ing these places comes with the 
preparation of new shows on a 
frequent basis. Ability to learn 
new lines, songs and routines is a 
necessity in video, and knack is ac- 
quired in these spots. Recognized 
mountain entertainers can be ob- 
tained at comparatively low cost. 
The acts are sold on the idea of 
taking a vacation but actually, 
some say, it’s harder work than 
in the winter season. It’s a prac- 
tical laboratory’ course that pays 











Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 
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Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Allan & Ashton, currently appearing at the Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas 
are not a “new act” as reported last week (15) in Vartery. Act had 
been split up for considerable length of time, and have just returned 
to the boards employing choreo they initiated in 1952. During splitup, 
however, Allen, act’s male member, was employed as specialty dancer 
and assistant to choreographer Dorothy Dorbin at the New Frontier, 
Vegas. 


NEW CIRCUS OFFSHOOT 
BOWS IN STROUDSBURG 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Aug. 21. 
The new Maley’s Three-Ring 
Circus, formed out of the bank- 
rupt King Bros. and Barney Bros. 
Circus, gave its premiere perform- 





L.A. Restores License Te : 
Padlocked Spot But Still 
' Raps Bourbon’s Sex Switch 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
Entertainment license of the 


ance here Saturday (18) before a 
crowd of about 3,000. For about 
a month, the bankrupt King Bros. 
Circus was stranded here as ef- 
forts to organize a new circus were 
under way by Arnold F. Maley and 
some associates from Macon. 

A new $10,000 white-and-red- 
trimmed canvas top has been se- 
cured. Some acts from other bank- 


Melody Room was restored by the 
L. A. County Public Welfare Com- 
mission, effective Aug. 31, after a 
hearing that established the com- 
mission has its own severe ideas 
of booking standards. One of 
these is that Ray (or Rae) Bour- 
bon, is an “undesirable performer, 

Hearing on the license was held 
after the Melody Room had been 
shuttered for a week by Sherift's 


ithe acts 
| troupe, 


|circus progresses throughout. towns 


| Tow n House, Indianapolis, Sept. 17 


|into the Muehlebach’s Picardy Cafe 
| Sept. 


|New York for some Victor record- | 


|at Wildwood Lake . 


ifor a 
| Lawrence Welk comes to Municipal 


rupt circuses were added. Among 

are the Alberto Zoppe 
Lee Pettis and his ele- 
phants, Jean Carr, Madame Ronda | 
and others. Maley ‘said, as the| 


deputies on the grounds that it was 
presenting an indecent perform- 
ance in the show offered by “Miss 
Rae” Bourbon, vet femme imper- 
sonator who recently underwent a 
sex change operation in Mexico. 
Hearing had no connection with a 
still pending trial of (Miss) Bour- 
bon on charges of impersonating a 
woman, 

Commission member Harry Far- 
rell recalled he had warned Melo- 
|dy Room operator Jack Gordon 
not to book Bourbon and empha- 
sized that the performer is unde- 


, ; sirable as far as the commission is 
of te Clee hg oe rconcerned. Ban apparently has 
, "abo S ac renid, | nothing to do with Bourbon’s 

. .. Eddie Barnes into the | g = 


Nov. oa Pe P : 
erie Club, Omahe, Bert. 14 for | changed” act, or indeed with any- 


in Pennsylvanja and New Jersey, 
other acts will be added. 








Vaude, Cafe Dates 





Chicago 


sane fonente Lucille & Eddie | thing but the fact that the commis- 

« ACS a . 4 | H janpte . r 1} r ha 
Roberts into the Statler Hotel. | sion objects to any booking for the 
Cleveland, Oct. 22-Nov.4...J , entertainer regardless of what 


ack | ; ‘ 

Du | type of act might be presented. 
Rev. Andrew F. Griffin, 

other member of the commission, 


Marshall, Roger Ray play the 
Quoin, Ill. State Fair, opening next 
Sunday (26) for a single stanza... | 


ane 


Ronnie Eastman pacted for the testified he attended the show and 
o Paree, Chicago, Nov. 16 for | found it obscene and profane. He 
‘pp °¢ sc . * 
three frames, on the bill toplined | gescribed a segment of the act 
by the Vagabonds ... Mello-larks | ,,.,;.) a" ene 2 
‘ ee ‘hics : : | which he found obscene. Rev, 
coming to Chicago Oct. 18-20 for | Griffin also objected to the per- 
clubdates and teevee appearances. | farmer's “s stirizino” his I 
. . . Eddie Peabody pacted for the |" r na io emia, a og sce dal 
Town House, Indianapolis, Oct. 8. |TeSt for impersonating a woman 


|and complained “this entertainer 


also drinks.” 


Red Reynolds trio into the 


for two-stanzas. 








Dallas 


Roger Williams, into the Stat- 
ler’s Empire Room for two frames, 
also inked for Oct. 16 free East 
one 4 Day Cotton Bow! show dur- 
ing the Texas State Fair. The all } : : 
Sportsmen also on the bill... Gor- wae will be making its Londod 
don MacRae, Prof. Backwards, The 
Sportsmen, Bob McFadden and ~—| 


WANTED 


three other acts set for Aug. 29 
show at SMU for American Bar | 

Assn. convention . . . Colony Club | 

dated the Commodores for Sept. |] arrractive LATIN TYPE GIRL 
28. Mel Torme’s return set back to |] wuo sincs AND PLAYS MARACAS. 
Nov. 16... Tommy Hanlon into |] sreapy ENGAGEMENT IN BOSTON. 

TO FRONT ORCHESTRA 

JACK MANDEL 
SUITE 601 


1697 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 


Scot Duo Bow In London 
Glasgow, Aug. 21. 
Chie Murray & Maidie, Scot 
| vaude act, is pacted for opening 
variety bill of new season at Prince 
|of Wales Theatre, London, teeing 
off Sept. 10. 














nault, local pianist-vocalist with | 
long runs at private clubs here, | 
goes to the Vagabond Club, Corpus | 
Christi, Tex... . Bobby Batson and | 
Lieux Dressler filling a return date | 
at the University Club... Organ- 
ist Hugh Waddill opened at the 
new Monaco Room. “ 


YVONNE MORAY 


Currently 


AMATO'S SUPPER CLUB 
PORTLAND, OREGON 














Kansas City 


Hotel Muehlebach is bringing in 
vet Leo Reisman’s orch for a four- 
week stand in the Terrace Grill 


Sept. 14, first time in several years MILTON DEUTSCH AGENCY 
Reisman will have been in town. 


: 9157 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Colif. 
He succeeds Joe Reichman, who 
will make it a three-month stand —— 

















by then. Grill will have Eileen 
Rogers for a fortnight opening $25 A THOUSAND FOR 
Aug. 31... Al Horvath Trio moves 8 x 10 GLOSSIES! 


Our process gives you 1000 reprodu< 
tions from your photo, printed on 
NON-CURL glossy stock. Almost im 
possible to tell from actual photos 
Reruns are only $17 a thousand 
Send for a sample. 


KINNEY LITHO SERVICE 
542 S. Dearborn, Chicago, Ill. 


16, following Three Men & 
a Maid .. . Bob Manning to Omaha 
for a single day, after his tdo weeks 
at the Muehlebach Hotel, then to 


ing sessions ... Three Bonnie Sis- 
ters and Dick Roman heading bill 
.. Les Brown 
band due in the Pla-Mor Ballroom 
one-nighter Aug. 25... 








—— 


FLAGPOLE SITTER FOR 
TWO WEEKS IN NORTH 
JERSEY. MUST HAVE 
OWN EQUIPMENT. 
Call or write: MR. GOLD 
663 Maywood Ave., Maywood, N. J. 
HUbbard 7-5020 





Aduitorium S for 


nighter. 


Sept. a one- 


Atlantic City | 


Julius LaRosa into Steel Pier | 
starting Sunday (26) with Karpis 
Trio, Paul Sydell & Susie, Al- 
phonse Berge, Will Jordan, who 
will emcee show, playing in Music 
Hall for a week .. . Stan Rubin & 
his Tigertown Five booked into 
Pier Marine Ballroom Friday (24) 
through Aug. 30... The Five Keys 
into Weekes’ Lounge... Keefe 
Brasselle, Julie Gibson, Arlene De- 





7 








ed 


HARVEY SCHWARTZ 


Personal Management 
550 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 36, N. Y- 
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ee 
WEEK OF AUGUST 22 - 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 
Monsieur Defore . White & Ann 
NEW YORK CITY onsious Be wns & am 
Vie Sanderson ; — 
| music Hall (R) 23 , Elliott Reid SWANSEA Ossie Morris 
| Kirby’s Ballet Albert Sturm Empire (M) 20 Frances Duncan 
Tamara Manookian Palace (P) 24 Johnson & Carr | Tex McLeod 


athryn Kelly 
9 Prank Lester 
Ted Monson 
Angelo Nicelli 
Corps de Ballet 





Antar & Fai ma 
Simpson's Co. 
Derby Wilscn 
Gene Jimae 
Mr. Ballantine 
Charmonaires 


Glee Club Artie Dann 
George Sawtelle Elimar 
AUSTRALIA 
NEWTON Robert O’Donnell 
Elizabethan (T) 27 | Alwyn Leckie 


philip Stainton 
Percy Marmont 
Noe! Howlett 
Richard Beynon 
Nicolette Bernard 
Edward Hepple 
Barbara Wyndon 
Harvey Adams 
Frank Taylor 
Mayne Lynton 
JTOsmond Wenban 
Victor Lloyd 
Nancye Stewart 
Stewart Finch 
Carole ‘Saylor 
SYONEY 
Tivoli (T) 
Rayes & Faye 
Jack Powgll 
Billy Banks & Ptnr 
Barbour Bros. & 
Jean 
Rih-Aruso 
Bill Finch 
Lawman & Joy 


27 





Barry Rugless 





ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 20 
Eddie Reindeer 
Desiree et Pierre 
Glyn Thomas 
Duncan Sis 
Noble & Denester 

BRIXTON 

Empress (1) 20 
Jimmy French 
Muldon & O’Gray 
Simmy Russ 
Violet Tye 
Grayson Counsins 
Douglas Creek 
Margo Austin 
Kim Leopold 
Terry Shaw 

BLACKPOOL 

Palace (i) 20 
Albert Modley 
Edna Savage 
M & B Winters 
Francis Langford 
4 Najarros 
Hollander & Hart 
Paulette & Renee 
Pip Hinton 
Matt Leamore 
Arthur Sumner 

Winter Garden 





(1) 20 
Dave King 
Shani Wallis 
“Mrs. Shufflewick” 
Jones & R Arnold 
Devine & Sparks 
Sonny Roy 
Margaret West 
4 King Tones 
Opera House (1) 
G & B Bernard 
Eve Boswell | 
Freddie Frinton 
Patricia Dahl 
Lane Bros 
Hall. Norman 
Ladd 
Ghezzi Bros 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
Syd Seymour Co. 
De Yong & Delysia 
Treble Tones 
Revel & Fields | 
Constance Evans 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 
Ruby Murray 
Reg Dixon 
Tommy Fields 
Audrey Jeans 
D& D Remy 
Skvlons 
Kathryn Orlo Trio 
Belles & Beaux 
J Simpson 
{ Stubbs 
George Mitchell 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 20 
Je Raymond Co. 
Ragoldi Bros 
r Godfrey 


20 


& 


20 


20 





Livingstone 
& Giovanni 
oss & Ramaya 
oral Gave 
dons 
Tervy James 
COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (1) 
vid Whitfield 
& D May 
own 
Geldray 


I 

c 

j 

Max 

Bobby Limb 
F 

} 


20 


Br 


Dern 
arner 
& Partner 
Lamarr 
CHISWICK 
Empire (M) 20 
Dorothy Squires 
Jimmy Wheeler 
One 
Grayson 


os 












n & Wendy 

June Birch 
Pirates 

4 Cassandras 


Mi BY 
'Ppodrome (M) 20 
Billy Daniels 
Len Marten 
‘erry Scanson 
Shipway Twins 
Martin & Gaye 
OSSinas 
vie & Joe Slack 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 20 
Martino 
& V Shelley 
ddie Arnold 
c Granadas 
herry Wainer 
Renn, Kayne 

er Carne 
Raf & Julian 
GLASGOW 
r Empire (mM) 20 
frry Colonna 














®y &  Kimberle 


Adele Inge 
Lamb & Rahlen 
Barbara Howe 
Reg Park 
Joe Whitehouse 
Wim de Jong 
Geoff Thorne 
Dorothy Hickey 
NEW ZEALAND 
DUNEDIN 
Majesty's (T) 
Hite & Stanley 
Howell & Radcliffe 
Ross & La Pierre 
3 Gipsys 
Salici Puppets 
Neal & Newton 
Laycock & Maureen 
Stuffy Bryant 
Jenny Howard 
Alain Diagora 
Leon Cortez 
Frank Ward 
J McCormack 
Daniel Davey 
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BRITAIN 


Bob Bromley 
Jean Kennedy 
Trio Warren 
Frank Cooke 
Ron Scott 
Harry Jacobsen 
LEY 
Royal (M) 20 
Pauline Penny 
Terry Cantor 
Hal Swain 
Jackie Foy 


Lotus & Toiya Kee 
Gabrielle 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 20 
Hilltoppers 


Tiki & Dei 

Dolores Ventura 

Hill & Billy 

Len Young 

2 Boris 

Ron Parry 

Brazillianos 

Mumford’s Puppets 
LONDON 

Metropolitan (1) 20 

Jimmy Wheyer 


Peter Crawierd Trio | 


Don Fox 
Eddie Ash & 
Ken Wilson 
“Gilbert” 


Part. 


| Serences 


N & P Lundon 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (M) 
Mel Torme 
Four Grads 
Golding & Stuart 
Tom Mennard 
Mereaux & Liliane 
3 Gridneffs 
2 Mayfairs 
Paiace (M) 
Jimmy Young 
Stan Stennett 
Jon Pertwee 
Joan Turner 
Schaller Bros. 
Valerie Tandy 
Devine & King 
Darmora Ballet 


20 


20 


| George Mitchell 


Rhoda Rogers 


Wayne & Brett 
Two Kalevs 

SUNDERLAND 

Empire (M) 20 
Fred Emney 
Three Balmorals 
Leslie Lester 
Great Felixio 
Bert Edgar 





| 


| 





Dorothy Reid 


| Fred Atkins 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
Orson Bean 
Mae Barnes 


Portia Nelson 
Roy Benson 
Chardas 
Anny Kapitanny 
Lili 
Bela Babai Ore 
Tibor Rakossy 
Bill Yedla 
Dick Marta 
Chateau Madrid 
Helen Aimee 
Porcho 
Ralph Font 
Copacabana 
Al Bernie 
Four Lads 
Bob De Voye 
Bob Travis 
Dorothy Malone 
Douglas Clarke 
Michael Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Duplex 
McCormick & Huff 
Bob Dorough 
Ada Moore 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Cedrone & Mitchell 
Fia Karin 
Ann Jewett 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hot’! H’nry Hudson 
Joan Bishop 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Eddie Lane Orc 
Hote! Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 





Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Bari Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Betty George 
Harmonica Rascals 
Szony & Patti 
Trio Bassi 
Eileen O’Dare 
Jo Lombardi Ore 
B Harlowe Orc 

Park Sheraton 
Alan Logan 
Eddie Layton 

Versailles 

Lou Nelson 
Nancy Donovan 
Bergman & Mimi 
Salvatore Gioe Orc 
Panchito Orc 

Viennese Lantern 
Margarita Sierra 
Luc Poret 
Ernest Schoen Ore 
Harold Sandler 
Paul Mann 

Village Barn 
Frank Matthews 
Johnny Gilbert 
Vivian Swanson 
Larry McMahon 
Piute Pete 
Harry Ferdel Ore 
Irving Harris 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Los Chavales 
Trini Reyes 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Village Vanguard 
C Williams Trio 
Maxine Sullivan 


CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Fran Warren 
Dave Gardner 
Fred McKenzie 

Bive Angel 
“Calypso Latina” 
Zoila D’San 
Rafael Ery 
Mighty Panther 


| Betty Lewis 


Al D’Lacy Ore 
Biue Note 
Duke Ellington 
Chez Paree 
Spike Jones 
Helen Grayco 


| Chez*Paree Ad’r’bls 


Brian Farnon Orc 
Cloister inn 
Lurlean Hunter 


| 


iD 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Pat Moran 4 

Dick Marx 

Johnny Frigo 
Conrad Hilton 

“Wonderful Time” 

Shirley Linde 

Michael Meehan 

Neff & Voss 

Jan Tors 

The Torianis 

Arnold & Mariji 

Virg‘uia Sellers 


| John Keston 


Boulevar-Dears & 


Boulevar-Dons 


|F,. Masters Ore 


Teddy 


Harry 


London House 
Wilson 3 
Paimer House 
Belafonte 


Charlie Fisk Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 


Hildegarde 
Blackburn Twins 
F. Martin Ore 
Bar of Music 
Elsa Oria 
Dick Curtis 
Carlos Noble 
Ruben Moreno Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 
Dave Barry 
Albins (2) 
Alcettys (2) 
Kay Cee Jones 
Hal Derwin Ore 


| April 


; 
} 


! 


| Aileen 





Crescendo 
Martinez Ore 
Ames 

Allen 
Mocambo 
Arthur Ellen 
Carmen D’Antonio 
Carl Carelli Trio 
Paul Hebert Orc 

Moulin Rouge 
Johnny Ray 
Slate Bros. (3) 
Ffolliott Charlton 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 

Statler Hotel 
Stanley Jr. 


Tony 


Larry 


NEWCASTLE | 4“ Ciro-ette Room | Chop Chop & 
: ch ie ; | Nejla Ates | Charlene 
He ean os’ i | Skeets Minton | Frederick & Tanya 
| 1 gh Mp = Felix Martinique Eddy Bergman Orc 
| Billie / ) iG ‘alia ajardo Or 
Jimmy Paige Co. Geri Galian Ore it rdo rg 
Buster Fiddess 
Girl Friends | LAS VEGAS 
ae pe Desert inn | Ken Murray _ 
NORTHAMPTON | Coreen. os Rae | Marie Wilson 
| Je - 4. 
Roy 5 pr ) 20 Foose es | Royal Guardsmen 
Cine oes 1 | Donn Arden Dners Anthony & Allyn 
Payten & Downing Carlt¢ oo s Or aot ay woh a 
Nitz ysser | ne ‘ os 
| Pat + wn Jazz At Philhar | Little Buck 
Ron Delta | monic | Naney W3 nne 
Heather .teans ; Buddy Rich |} Gene Pellices 
~ NORWICH | Oscar Peterson | Barry Gordon 
i | Ray Brown | Riviera~ Dancers 
a ae ” |} Herb Ellis ; Ray Sinatra Orc 
Vadios Bros | Roy Eldridge j Sahara 
} Duo Rassi | Iinois Jacquet i Ames Bros 
William Dickenson | Flip Phillips | Billy DeWolfe 
Ivan Barrie } El Cortez |} Allan & Ashton 
J rok Bates Mary Beth Hughes |SaHarem Dners 
| Milo Models ; Bobby Pinkus Cee Davidson Ore 
| Bill Young. | Jimmy Brown { Sands 
William Robers | Taffy O'Neill | Peggy Lee 
h 22 | Cirquettes | Sue Carson 
ene? a _— . a Sterling Young Orc | Clark Bros 
Areos ; | El Rancho Vegas | Copa Girls 
Sylvia Ross | Joe E Lewis Antonio Morelli Orc 
Topdi m Four Lili St Cyr Showboat 
PORTSMOUTH | Renee Molnar Dners | Joaquin Garay 
oval | 3 Flamingo | Marlene 
David "Nixon ” Ritz Bros | Garr Nelson 
iJ r § P Estelita Showboat Girls 
a tone = Half Pros. Mike Werner Ore 
Jones ‘Boys Don Kirk Silver Slipper 
Aileen Cochrane | Mary Menzies Fawzia Amir 
Paula Marshall | Flamingoettes Haller 
Francois & Zandra Lou Basil Ore | Hank Henry 
Bertha Ricardo | Golden Nugget | Sparky Kaye 
Godfrey James |} Harry Ranch Ore Mac Dennison 
Royal Dancers Poly Possum Cliff Ferre 
* SHEFFIELD Joe Wolverton J. Cavanaugh 
Empire (M) 20 Eddie Gomez Slipperettes 
Issy Bonn New Frontier G. Redman Ore 
Delicados Mickey Rooney “Haller Girl” 
Lita Roza se Roberta Sherwood Thunderbird 
Elizabeth & Collins | Joey Forman The Gaylords 
Connor & Drake Dick Winslow Landre & Verna 
Courtneys Wilder Bros. Ruwe, Louie & 
Peter Quinton Venus Dancers Sunshine _ 
SOUTHAMPTON Garwood Van Ore Barney Rawlings 
Grand (1) 20 Riviera Thunderbird Dners 
Cyril Dowler Blackouts of °56 Al Jahns Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Gina Valente 
Ha) Fisher 
Beth Challis 
Harvey Bell 
Fred Thompson 

Ciro’s 

Roe 





J Conrad Dancers 
Mal Malkin Orc 
Chuey Reyes Ore 

Fontainebleau 
Sunny Gale 
Shecky Greene 
Sacasas Orc 

isle de Capri 
Frankie Scott 
Elegnor, Luckey | 


irrheer sells itself. 


a sone Sve Antone & Ina 
eon e's q 

Conan Girls Syd Stanley Ore 
Flash O'Farrell San Soucl Hotel 
Marian Wilkens Herkie Styles 
Denise Nancy Ford 
Atoma Gil Marr 


Lucerne Hotel 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Lucerne Lovelies 6 
Elaine Deming 
Mel Green 
Jacques Donnet Orc 


Sammy Walsh 
Freddy Calo Ore 
Seville 
Larry K. Nixon 
Rosina Aston 
tommy Ryan 


Malayan Johnny Silvers Orc 
Rivero Quintet Rey Mambo Ore 
Bimini Mama 5 O'Cldck 


Pierre Duval 
Murray Franklin‘’s 
Don Rickles 
Bobby Sherwood 
Peter Brady “~ * 
Murray Franklin 
Cookie Norwood 
Nautilus 
Rolly Rolls 
Nina Dabore 


Sharon Knight 
Al Golden 
Tommy Raft 
Parisian Rev 
Vagabonds Club 
Four Aces 
Frank Fontaine 
Peterson Dancers 
Frank Linale Ore 
Woody Woodbury 


HAVANA 
Sans Souci 
Bergaza & Tarraza 
Diana Carol 





S Suarez Org 
A Romeu Org 
Pepe Biondi 


Roberto Barcelo Tito Hernandez 
D’ Aida Armanda Roblan 
Ortega Ore Carlos Faxa 
Nacional Lago Sisters 
Chiquita & Johnson | Rafi Munoz 
»Betty Reilly Monimartre 
W. Reves Ore Lola Beltram 
Tropicana C Playa Ore 
Gloria & Rolanduy Fajarda Ore 
RENO 
Mardi Gras Lounge Ed Fitzpatrick Ore 





Four Knights Riverside 
Billy Duke 4 Dorothy Shay 
Music Masiers 4 Rowan & Martin 
Mapes Skyroom Les Marsellis 
Billy Ecksiine Starlets 
Skylets | Bill Clifford Ore 
LAKE TAHOE 


Bal Tabarin 
Woody Herman 


1 Cal-Nevettes 
| Will Osborne Ore 


Mary Kay Trio | Harrahs Club 
Cal Neva 'Louis Armstrong 

Pearl Bailey | Treniers 

Slate Bros. Mickey Katz 











Pix Bleck 


Continued from page 5 








a hint of the subject matter, how- 
ever, can be gleaned from the 
prepared advertising and publicity. 

In “Tea and Sympathy,” dealing 
with a boy’s fear of homosexual- 
ity, the advertising emphasis is 
placed on the hit Broadway play. 
Metro feels that the picture's 
theme is well known since the 
play ran for 91 weeks on Broad- 
way and toured some 40 cities with 
the original 
John Kerr, 
which appearing in the film. 
No mention of the homosexual 
content, of course. made, but 
such catch lines as ‘“‘Love Story of 
a Teenage Boy and an Understand- 
ing Woman” and “When Does a 
Woman’s Sympathy End and Her 
Indiscretion Begin?” are _ intro- 


and Leif 


is 


is 


duced. A portion of the dialog is 
also offered as a vague hint— 
“*VYears from now,’ Laura was 


softly saying, ‘when you talk about 
this—and you will—be kind.’” 

In “The Bad Seed,” the key fig- 
ure is an eight-year old murderess. 
However, WB’s campaign carefully 
avoids any mention of the child’s 
part in the story. The advertising 
art implies, a sex shocker, showing 
a woman in a transparent gown 
|silhouetted in a doorway. The copy 
| lines say, “A Hidden Shame Out In 
| the Open and the Most Terrifying 
| Rock-Bottom a Woman Ever Hit 
| for Love” and “Talk All You Want 





|About the Man and the Woman 
| But Please Don’t Tell About the 
| Girl” Warners is also recom- 


mending that exhibitors put a “for 
adults only” tag on the picture. 

In another recent example where 
lan effort was made to disguise the 


| contents of the picture, the ap- 
| proach backfired This occurred 
lwith “Somebody Up There Likes 
| Me,” the Rocky Graziano biopic 
|Metro skirted the hoodlum and 
| juve delinquency aspects and 
i stressed the inspirational and love 
| angles in an attempt to lure the 
| femme trade. The approach, how- 
lever, was not successful, and when 
ithe film did not draw, as had 
| been expected,.-the campaign was 
 siahaendl to play up the more seed- 
lier side of the film. 





| Beer Barons 


Continued 


eee from pare 1 aaa 
| bearing down principally on sports 
| figures 

The readymade headliners out of 
the sports pages are naturals fo! 
the suds-and-quaff middlemen and 
consumers, and many of them have 
developed little “acts” of their 
own. Mosily it’s in the form of 
personal anecdota, with a humor- 


ous twist, or a routine of “the 


ventional extra added attractions 
at banquets and such, and there 
again the local liquor merchant or 
brewer supplies the dais names 
cuffo. 

Much of this activity runs around 
the year from Labor Day until late 
spring. The summer is no problem 
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House Reviews 





Paramount, N. VY. 
Frank Sinatra, Joey Bishup, Dor 
sey Bros. Orch. (27) with 
Roberts; “Johnny Concho” (UA), 
reviewed in VARIETY July 11, ’56. 
Frank Sinatra, the Dorsey Bros. 
land especially the round-the-block 
opening day queues made i* seem 





niand to thinking about a possible 
revival of stageshow policy. 
There was no doubt that the 
crowds came wiih the purpose of 
seeing Sinatra, who hasn’t made a 
New York stage appearance since 


of 1952. 





that audiences are surfeited wth 
remote-control] entertainment, 
it television or motion picture, and 


are back in the mood for live pres- 


policy. 

At any rate, Sinatra, in for a one- 
week-only stand originally aimed 
at bolstering his indie production, 


bill, has made this a personal tri- 
umph, pulling in the daytime bob- 
by-soxers and the evening adults 
(most of them no doubt the bobbv- 
soxers of the middle °’40s) with 
equal facility. Annarently, he's 


slanting his stint that way too, sav- | 


ing the chatter lor the teenagers 
and doing an 


smalltalk fast 30 minutes in the 


| evening. 


Sinatra’s in fine fettle for this 
outing—his voice is as strong and 
flexible as ever and his mastery of 


| phrasing and style were never more 


cast—Deborah Kerr, | 
Erickson— | 


| tendency 


apparent. 
laxed or powerful singers ‘to take 
the extremes) in this business, but 
there’s nobody who can turn a 
musical phrase with Sinatra’s ease 
and aplomb. If anything, there’s 
towards ov 
—the skipped beat and the delayed 
take—but Sinatra makes it look 
like it was written that way 

His repertory in this stint is re- 


stricted to standards with which 
he’s become associated, not so 
much by an initial identification 
with the songs but by his album 
waxings. In this respect, as in 
others, it’s an indication that he’s 
pulling in the crowds as Sinatra 
the polished performer, rather 
than on the basis of any current 
record hit or votue. He kicks off 
the stint with “You Make Me Feel 
So Young” and runs through a 


string of such pieces as “My Funny 
Valentine,” “Just One of Those 
Things,’ “Taking a Chance on 
Love,” “Little Girl Blue and a 
torrid “All of Me.” Windup is “A 
| Foggy Day in London Town.” 
Dorsey Bros. orch, enlarged fo 
the stint by eight strings and a 
harp, doesn’t take much of a back 
seat to Frankie either, since they 
can stand on their own record as 
far as the old Paramount days go 
And they are crowd pleasers, if 
only in retrospect, with a long med 
lev of their old classics that drew 
instantaneous recognition and ap 
piause It still a solid outfit, a 
witness a belting version of “Kin: 
Porter Stomp” for the opener. An 
other “like old times” asset 1s a 
bund vocalist who can sock across 
1 song ‘you don’t hardly get that 
kind anymore), and that’s Lynn 
Roberts, who sells “World on a 
String” and a ditty called “Pet Me 


latest stories,’ and just as often | 
laced with a little vocalizing, sax- | 
ing or ukeing. They are the con- | 


Papa” with savvy and style: 


Joey Bishop does more than fill 
out the bill. He’s a firstclass comic 
and he rolls ’em ith a string of 

tories and one-liners on topi 
renging from teievision to popula! 
songs to old reliables like the heat 
It’s a fast-paced turn that leaves 
em begging 

All told, an auspicious return to 
stageshows at the Par atter nearly 
three years, and who can tell if il 
won't s‘art something? Chan 


Palace. N. Y. 

Cycling Kirks (2), Bobby Brandt, 
Leonardo & Anita, Lee Sullivan, 
Three Arnauts, Alphonse’ Berge 
(4). Lee Davis, The Great Barton 
(2): “These Wilder Years” ( Metro) 
reviewed in VARIETY July 25, °56. 

New Palace layout, composed 
mostly of vet turns, adds up to an 
-entertaining package. Spotty weak- 
nesses in individua] acts are com- 
-pensated by the overall perform- 
ance. 

Standouts in the Jineup are Irish 





tenar Lee Swhiyen.; Tee Dvee Ava 


Lymn |} 


like old times at the Paramount 
last week, all of which should set 
the United Paramount high com- | 


he played the Paramount in March | 
But it’s a'so a possibility | 


be | 


entations. That’s something the! 
Paramount can ascertain only by | 
another try, either on a_ special 
“one-shot” basis or on a regular 


“Johnny Concho,” which shares the | 


uninterrupted-by- | 


There may be more re-| 


a | 
r-sty lization | 


|nauts, and The Great Barton in a 
balancing routine. 

The Cycling Kirks (2) open the 
bill, using to good effect a variety 
of unicyeles and bicycles in many 
intricate and fancy riding stints. 
They are followed by teenage 
Bobby Brandt, an acrobatic tapper, 
strong on somersaults but weak on 
grace. He does come through fine 
though on his version of a modern 
soft shoe dance. 

The veteran ventriloquist 
of Leonardo & Anita has a big 
array of puppets. Although the 
numbers underline Leonardo's 
voice dexterity, it might be wise 
to specialize with fewer dummies, 
alowing better characterizations 
with more updated material. 

Suilivan, an old hand at the 
Pa ace, belts out a medley of sweet 
pop tunes in a pleasing, emotional 
ifeehion, winding up with “Some- 
; where Over the Rainbow,” as a 
plug for Judy Garland’s upcoming 
Palace engagement. 
| There's nothing new in the take- 
/off of The Three Arnauts, simu- 
lating romancing birds, but it still 
hoids up in comedy appeal. They 
could update their slapstick short 
intro with string’ instruments, 
theugh 

Assisted by three goodlookers as 
models, Alphonse Berge makes the 
most of his dress designing bit, 
using bo'ts of cloth and a few pins. 
| Humorist Lee Davis takes awhile 
;to warm up, bui his patter about 
suburbia is well received. His ma- 
| terial is not too fresh and a num- 
ber of his night club off-color gags 
are lost in this setting. 
| The Great Barton, a Swiss bal- 
'ancer who has done circus stints, 
closes the bill. 

Assisted by a girl, he has a sus- 
pensetul,. exciting act, specializing 
in finger balancing. 

Kal Kirby, in the pit, performs 
his batoning chores compe.ently. 

Horo. 


team 


Empire, Glasgow 


Glasgow, Aug. 14 


The Hilltoppers, Frankie & 
Vaisie Mumford’s Puppets, Billy 
Baxter, Two Pirates, Will Carr & 
Partner, Len Young, Hill & Billy, 
Kay & Valerie Glynn, Bobby 

Douwds orch. 
he Hilltoppers, U. S. voeal 


combo garbed in red jerseys, grey 


flannels and white shoes, are an 
entertaining athietic-looking quar- 
tet as billtoppers here. Act makes 
favorable impression with varied 
congalog ranging from “PS. I 
Love You” to a trumpet bit in “O 
My Papa” and their disclick “Only 
You.” 
| Group, led by warm personality 
of Jimmy Sacca, registers well. 
Comedy byplay is okay in gener- 
aliy entertaining act, as is the im- 
pressions work of Eddie Crowe, 
jaritone of foursome He does 
travesties of Gary Cooper, Mit- 
chum and in rock-'n’-roll talk) 
Cagne\ 

Quartet also registers with “The 
Kentuckian Sons reardrops 
from Ny Eyes,” and lo Be 
Alone Exit to good palming 

Frank & Maisie Mumtord ‘New 
Acts) present a weli-balanced pup- 
pet parade to close the first half 
of lavout The Two Pirates strike 
comeay ‘ vith acro imor in 
pseudo-acro item Iwo males of 
iedium and d inutive ize, they 
ave fiying wires to suspend small- 
er of twosome while partner feigns 
nuscular strength in lifting him 

Bill Baxter is a standout, in slot- 
ting before the Hilltopper: He 
does a bright takeoff of show biz 
through the Years, ranging from 
silent flickers to old-time comedian 
ol the twenties Also imperson- 
ates the slick type of U. S. come- 
dian as well as American war films 
atte! Nill aid of nois\ ollstapre 
ecorded effect 

Hill & Billy mixed twosome, 
shape promisingly with harmonica 
noveltv (New Acts). Will Carr bal- 
ances and juggles with balls, cubes 
and sticks while lying upside down, 

ing on} his two. teet Len 
Young ‘New Acts) is a better singer 
than comedian Kay & Valerie 
Glynn open the bill with dance 


/spot, garbed in straw hats, striped 

| blazers and natty canes 
Showbacking by the 
Dowds house orch is oKay. 
Gord. 


Bobby 


CNE’s McElroy Ill 


Ottawa, Aug. 21. 
Herb. H. McElroy, general man- 
ager of the Central Canada Exhi- 
bition in Ottawa for the past 26 
years, will miss his first CCE this 
year. 
McElroy is seriously ill in the 








. 


Oitana Givic. HospiteL... 2. eee e eee? 
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Flamingo, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 16. 
The Ritz Bros. (3), Estelita, The 
Half Bros. (2), Don Kirk, Mary 
Menzie, The Flamingoettes (10), 
Lou Basil Orch (13); $2 minimum. 


The Ritz Bros., sparked by a 10- 
minute walk-on ovation on opening 
night (16) here, pulled all the stops 
on their loaded bag of yock-get- 
ters before a packed house. 

They whip into their sortie with 
a mischiexious toast to the bosses 
called “It's Great To Be 
Flamingo.” 


“The Mexican Disk Jockeys.” Their 
uninhibited capers become brasher 


and the kudos swell as they unfold | 


their wk. characterization of 
Johann Strauss. “No New Tunes 
On This Old Piano” prefaces their 
usual prow! through the audience. 
“After The Show” signals more 
nonsense, and sets up traditional 
soft shoe exit. 

Estelita’s Latin songology ranges 
from the soulful to the satiric vein. 


Opener is a fired up “Cuban Love | 
Here she switches the mood 
for a spoof called “The Hills Or | 


Song.” 


Cuba.” She goes dramatic for a 
poignant rendition of “La Virgen 
de la Macarena,” her interpretation 
of the matador’s prayer is clearly 
understood despite the Spanis 
Ivrics. She hits with “Quesas, 
Quesas, Quesas,”” a cutie during 
which she employs both Espano! 
and Angio lyrics. She splices her 
songs with 
leans heavily to her native accent. 
Windup “Waiting for the Robert 
E. Lee” is sock as she sings, struts, 
then peels to tights to reveal 
shapely figure. 

The Half Bros. score well as the 
curtain launcher. They use Indian 
clubs and hats and employ w.k. 
juggling tricks. Technique is good. 
Climatic juggling aboard bicycles 
gcis duo off to sound applause. 

Don Kirk hoofs and sings and 
Mary Menzie turns -a neat ballet 
toe to guide The Flamingoettes 
through the production numbers. 
Louis Basil is highly competent in 
his dual role as emcee and orch 
leader. Alan. 
Beverly Hills, Newport 

Newport, Ky., Aug. 17. 

Marion Marlowe, Georgie Kaye, 

Janos & Bogyo, Donn Arden Dan- 


cers (10), Dean Campbell, Gard- | 
ner Benedict Orch (10), Jimmy 
Wilber Trio, Larry Vincent; $3 


minimum, $4 Sat. 


Marion Marlowe contributes high 


entertainment value to this fort- 
nighter. It's her first appearance | 


at Greater Cincinnati's top swank- | 


ery. Results, as in the case of 
Frank Parker, her erstwhile sing- 


ing mate in the old Arthur Godirey | 


family, have the welcome mat out 
for returns, 

In a gold lame, off-the-shoulder 
gown that. accentuates her tall 
hour-glass figure, the sparkling 
brown-eyed brunette magnetizes 
atiention without need of a spot- 
light. On the boards for 26 min- 
utes, she enhances personality with 
artistic use of hands and arms. 
And on a couple of fast numbers 


the soprano makes with effective 
swishing of hips. Songalog  in- 
cludes “Mr. Noah,” “Autumn 
Leaves” and an aria in Italian. 


Jerry Bresler is Miss Marlowe's pi- | 


anist and director. 

Georgie Kaye, back for his sec- 
ond visit, rewards with a sparkling 
half-hour of humorous banter and 
a bit of tapology. 

Janos Bogyo, robust males in 
natty sport attire, register solidly 
with five minutes ot nonchalant 
hand balancing in the opening spot. 

Three rugtines by the Donn Ar- 
den line, with tenor Dean Campbell 
as emcee and backing by tine Gard- 
ner Benedict combo, give color 
and filling to the 75-minute pro- 
ceedings. Jimmy Wilber Trio takes 
over tor intermissions and Larry 
Vincent sings and plays piano in 
the cocktail room. Koll. 


Black Orehid., Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 
Fran Warren. (with Joe S ein), 
Dave Gardner, Fred McKenzi: 


», Joe 
Parnello & Al De Marco, Kenny 
Sweet; $4.50 minimum 


Last display at the Orchid under 
Al Greenfield’s aegis headlines 
Fran Warren, well-kuown to Chi- 
cago theairesoers for her lead 
role in the Chi company of “Pa- 
Jama Game,” and a pair of new- 
comers to town as support. Bill 
Should do okay biz. 

Miss Warren knows how to belt 
out a song in the best musicomedy 
Style, but this is not what is par- 
ticularly needed in a_ nitery. 
Femme’s a looker, and attractively 
gowned, but more intimacy and a 
Stronger repertoire are needed to 
make this a potent cafe turn. 
Opening with a series of show 
tunes establishes Miss Warren's 


school, but leaves something to be 
desired here; the songs have good 
lyrics but none of them too w.k. 
Toward the end Miss Warren 
essays the intimacy bit with the 
hand mike, but doesn’t turn the 
volume down, destroying the ef- 
fect. In the latter half of her turn, 
distaffer includes some pop stand- 
ards and current faves, ie. “I'll 
Get By,” “Always,” “Just One of 
Those Things,” and “I’ve Grown 
Accustomed to Your Face.” Joe 





At The | 
Then it’s off on a tour | 
south of the border at they revive | 


infectous patter that | 


| Stein backs neatly on the '88. More 
of same, and some torchy things, 
plus a more intimate style would 
help this turn immeasurably. Miss 
Warren goes olf to good palms, 
however. 

Dave Gardner handles comedy 
chores, with a turn obviously in- 
spired by the Andy Griffith suc- 
cess. Unfortunateiy more than a 
| bread dixie accent are needed to 
| duplicate same. Introduction of 
| hipster terms to the southern 
| 


idiom is a Gardner variation of the 
Griffith style, and that’s where it 
particularly fails. A few blue notes 
much either. 


don’t help 


humor, displaying a strong, melo- 
dious set of pipes almost reminis- 
cent of the Cantor-Jolson school 
of singing, Gardner wraps up with 
a southern hipster telling of Shake- 
speare’s “Julius Caesar.” He goes 
oti to okay mitting. 
| Fred McKenzie 

phisticated Elvis Presley routine, 
|and here again there’s nothing like 
the original. McKenzie is a person- 


|he overdoes 


the sexy 
|hoarsely whispering all songs. 


| Accompanying himself on the gui- | 


‘tar, he employs some of the same 
| body movements used by Presiey, 
| inviting comparison and suffering 
| therefrom. There is almost no 
change of pace in his act, all num- 
bers being of the siow vavicty, fur- 
| ther slowed up by the delivery. He 
does “Baby Talk to Me,” ‘“Way- 
ward Wind,” “Memories Are Made 
of This.” Deveiopment of a more 
original style and variety would 
heip this singer greatiy. He gets 
off to fair palms, 

| Joe Parnello and Al De 
do the usual workmanlike job of 
showbacking with Kenny Sweet 
adeptly handling intermission key- 
board chores. Gabe. 





Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 14. 
Somethin’ Smith & His Redheads 
(3), Val Setz, Dora Adorables (6), 
Harry Pozy Orch (8); $1 admission. 
Chant-instrumental 
thin’ Smith & 
a commodity 
market—corn. 
:* items 
ticky 


\ Liao 


trio, Some- 
His Redheads, sell 
that always has a 
Mixing tall-stalked 
with downright ricky- 
tunes, the group collects 
‘ 01 a sprinkling of comedy 
production items including a swami 
number and a spoof on Stokowski’s 
batoning, but biggest returns come 
from straight tune work with Smith 
switching from guitar to banjo at 
times, others staying with 88s and 
bass fiddle. 

| <A frantic session of juggling hat, 


coat, cane, etc., plus a solid line of | 


gab brings good mitting to Val Setz. 
Jussler’s pacing is clicko through- 
out and routining gets the table- 
sitters in a receptive mood 
teeoff. Setz missing a few 
ones to move the customers to his 
side. 

Chaudiere’s Rose Room _ intro- 
duces a new femme line this week, 
the Dora Adorables spicing the 
menu with three routines, Spanish, 
,) Cuban and rock 'n’ roll, last show- 

ing a frenzy of action to a blasting 








score. Harry IO7yV an MSCs , - 
standard ink B. pos Fis * | Reichman sits in at the key- 
Gorm | board on a closing medley backing 
oe OPe er. : beenmeqy gad what proves to be a 

. , choice bi 

Sahara, Las Vegas With this show Reichman goes 
(FOLLOWUP) linto his third month in the room, 
—— land is due to stay till mid-Septem- 
Las Vegas, Aug. 14. |ber. Dance floor has heen filled 
Billy deWolfe hangs out the! steadily all summer which means | 
“exira-added” shingle during the! good biz for the room as a regular | 


ynd and third week of the cur- 
four-irame Sahara opus that 
i\toplines The Ames Bros. Brand 
|hew to this circuit, DeWolfe pres- 
ents a refreshing approach to the 
comedy line that will appeal to the 
gaming sophisticates and will be a 
vital asset to the efforts of the 
Ames freres and the overall show. 

;currently clocking SRO biz. 
DeWolfe’s savvy is illustrated in 
his opening impresh of the chorus, 
showdolls and emcee of a night 
club. He dresses drama with sa- 
tire to kid the temperaments of a 
thesp. His sense of humor borders, 
for a moment on a Chas. Addams- 
ish vein with his recreation of the 
'l'rankenstein monster. Salvos are 
long after his wrapup, a cocktail 
lounge scene spotting his w.k. Mrs. 

Mergatroide characterization, 
| Otherwise on the bill, all r:mains 
|the same—the Ames four coming 
| off DeWolfe’s merry sortie to un- 
‘roll their well-receiving song sesh, 
and Allan & Ashton launching the 
curtain with their terp satirics. 
; Alan. 


if 
ail 


Gardner | 
essays a tew songs along with the | 


attempts a so- | 


able, good-looking young man, but | 
approach, | 


Marco | 


from | 
easy | 


Copacabana, N. Y, 
The Four Lads, Al Bernie, Bob 
Voye Trio, Line, Bob Trevis, Dotti 
Malone, Gail Robbins, Douglas 
Clarke, Mike Durso Orch, Frank 
Marti Samba Band; $5 minimum. 


For the summer season, the 
Copa is apparently staying on a 
pop disk name policy. Foilowing 
the Eydie Gorme stand, the Four 
Lads are now headlining with 
|another musical act that appar- 
|ently is slanted more for the rec- 
|}ord-buying bobbysoxers than the 
lolder nitery crowds. However, the 
| vocal combo turns up with a high- 
jly pleasing act for all-comers, 
| Al Bernie turns in a more tra- 
| ditional Copa act, Although getting 
joff rather slowly with a special ma- 
/terial song, Bernie picks up mo- 
/mentum with his gags, zanyisms 
/and mimicking ability, one of the 
iibest being his takeoff on Elvis 
|Presley. Also gets strong reaction 
‘with his Roberta Sherwood and 
Sammy Davis Jr. carbons and his 
Scotch mambo bit. 

Bernie’s gags are not all 100% 
|pure and while completely okay 
/for the usual nitery clientele, some 
‘of the lines may be slightly too 
‘rough for the teenagers who have 
| come to hear the Four Lads. Ber- 
inie, in any case, has to beg off 
after a long performance. 

The Four Lads, who have been 
lelicking on Columbia Records 
after stepping out as the _ back- 
' ground ensemble for Johnnie Ray, 
have a neatly staged routine, It’s 
virtually all singing with just 
enough patter, comedy byplay and 
'special medleys to supply the color 





'and the pace. 

They don’t need the greatest 
‘pipes to click and any weaknesses 
\in this department is compensated 
‘for by their youthful zeal and 
‘their pleasing ensemble tone. Their 
‘songalog is a rundown of all their 
|disclicks, including “No, No 
'Much,” ‘Down By The Riverside,” 
“Istanbul,” “Standing On The 
Corner,” “Moments To Remem- 
iber” and their current “A House 
With Love In tt.” There are, 
| wisely, no obtrusive plugs for their 
records.- Among their most effec- 
‘tive bits is their tribute to Frank 
Loesser, a medley of the latter’s 
ihits interspersed with the song- 
|writer’s biog. A bit sticky at times, 
{but well done. ' 
| The Bob Voye Trio, the opening 
|turn, is reviewed under New Acts. 
|The production numbers, featur- 
|ing Trevis, Dotti Malone, Gail Rob- 
'bins and Douglas Clarke, are all 
| holdovers from the previous show. 
| Mike Durso does his usual fine 
|showbacking job, alternating with 
ithe Frank Marti band for customer 
| dansapation, Herm. 


a ce 
‘Hotel Muehlebach,. K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 17. 
Manning, Joe 
(8); $1-$1.50 cover. 


Bob 
| Orch 
| . 

| Another session of the summer 


‘policy at the Muehlebach’s Terrace | 


Grill has Joe Reichman continuing 
the dance tempos and Bob Man- 
ining in to warbie his first stint in 


who dashes off 10 tunes or so and 


provides a trim 25 minutes of en- | 


tertainment with generous backing 
from the Reichman crew. 

Manning is a tall, goodlooking 
boy, who is largely relaxed while 
warbling his list. He leans heavily 
‘to the standards, and adds an in- 
timate note to most. He does 
“Something’s Gotta Give,” “The 


Nearness of You,” “I’ve Got That | 


'Old Feeling,” “Ive Got the World 
On a String,” You'll Never Walk 
Alone,” and others. Orch leader 


Quin. 


diet. 





Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Aug. 16. 


ina (2), Ruwe, 
Barney Rawlings, Thunderbird 
Dancers (8), Al Jahns Orch (12); 
2 minimum, 
cia teaches 
| The Gaylords have built up a 
good size following via disks, and 
should do okay biz for the Navajo 
Room during the interim fortnight 
|leading up to the Labor Day holi- 
| days. Moderately budgeted pack- 
age is well rounded with Landre & 
Verna, held over, and ventriloquest 
act of Ruwe, Louie & Sunshine. 
Gaylords have fashioned a solid 
cafe act parlaying songs and com- 
edy. They blend three strong 
voices to w.k. ballads and their 
own record hits. Instrumentally, 
partners Don Rey at the keyboard 
and Billy Christ on bass add good 
rhythmic punctuation to trio’s bal- 
ladeering. Act is fronted by Burt 





Not | 


Reichman | 


this town. The show js all Manning, | 


The Gaylords (3), Landre & Ver- 
Louie & Sunshine, 
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Bonaldi who inserts homey mono- 
logs within the tune framework. In 
this vein, yocks are loud for a 
satire of the dialects of pop tunes, 
and impreshes of w.k. singers, 
while trio explains thyt “You Can't 
Go Wrong With An Italian Song.” 

Landre & Verna move into sixth 
week of what had originally been 
set as a five-trame engagement. 
Precisioned tricks and smooth 
floorwork during lilting opener; a 
spoof of the terpsichore art in “Oh, 
You Beautiful Doll” and their ex- 
plosive paso doble number have 
all been retained. For the fort- 
night, though, they have expanded 
{to embrace an exciting interpreta- 
tion of the tango. 

Ventriloquist Ruwe knows his 
trade well. He has a casual 





allows him to create pathos or 
| evoke chuckles during his repartee 
with animated balsa _ stoogies, 
Louie and Sunshine. That he has 


ithe patrons charmed is indicated | 


when he tunes up nostalgic medley 
j}and quickly inspires a community 
| Sing. 

| Barney Rawlings is usually pro- 
| ficient as emcee and lends warmth 
|}to lyrics of both production num- 


|bers, holdovers from _ previous 
ishow. Al Jahns orch musically 
| guides the show. Alan, 





Bunes, Las Vegas 

Las Vegas, Aug. 16. 
Granz’ “Jazz At The 
Philharmonic,” with Oscar Peter- 
|son, Herb Ellis, Buddy Rich, Ray 
| Brown, Illinois Jacquet, Flip Phil- 
| lips, Roy Eldridge; no cover or 
{ 


| Norman 


| minimum. 





| The Dunes is providing a new 
| Showcase for jazz. How successful 
|the coupling of jazz and a Vegas 
|nitery will be, in terms of an’ ex- 
pedient towards reducing enter- 
tainment costs of this inflated cir- 
‘cuit, could well be answered this 
| week as Norman Granz wheels his 


| “Jazz At The Philharmonic” into 
| the Arabian Room for a_ seven- 
| nighter. 


One thing is certain, as far as 
| the addicts are concerned, Granz’ 
| JATP concert is a real gone bash. 
The sesh revolves around Oscar 
Peterson and his articulate nimble- 
jness at the keyboard. But as 
|Granz himself points out at the 
| opening, “Jazz At The Philharmon- 
ic” is unique in that the musicians 
have no arrangements, there are no 





chairs on the stage, no uniformity 
in dress, and each performance is 
marked by different compositions 
and by different interpretations. 
'In short, JATP is a spontaneous 
|jam session during which the in- 
dividuality of the artist is reflected. 
| With respect to the latter, each 
|member takes a solo turn. Flip 
| Phillips and Illinois Jacquet click 
on saxes and Buddy Rich, un- 
leashes the whole book of percus- 
|'sion techniques. Rich's rapidity 
| on the skins is almost impossible to 
follow with the naked eye. Roy 
Eldridge intensifies the excitement 
with his trumpet blasts. 
Peterson on the _ piano, 
| Brown on bass and Hal Ellis on gui- 
itar provide JATP with the pretty 
segment of the performance, em- 


jracing tunes like as “Love For 
|Sale,” “Tenderly,” “Almost Like 


Being In Love.” Occasionally, if 
the mood is right, Peterson lends 
himself vocally to intone the lyrics. 
Appropriate gusto of all as a unit 
is signalled during the 
!numbers, such as the finale 
Mail Special.” 


|} authority during his role as JATP | 


| emcee, Alan, 
Gatineau. Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 18. 
Phyllis Marshall, Pat Henry, 
| Stamfords (2), Jack Morley, Lind. 


|say Day Dancers (6), Champ Cham.- | 


|pagne Orch (8); $1 admission. 


| This is the second week Can- 
j adian television names have been 
| given top billing at the Gatineau 
|Club. Last week, 
and group; this week, sultry-piped 
|Negro looker, Phyllis 

(New Acts), a gal with a big video 
| following who has bigger impact on 
a floor than on the 21-incher. 

Miss Marshall, like so much new 


native talent, comes with a ready- 


made following and clicko training 
‘in showmanship via video, 

Pat Henry’s comedy gabbing is 
too blue for this room. There are 
probably rooms where Henry’s rou- 
tine would click but this isn’t one 
of them. The Stamfords work a 
nice session of adagio laden with 
plenty high spins, lifts and flips to 
good mitting. Like so many terp 


that could be eliminated. 


Heldover are the Lindsay-Day 
Dancers in three clicko routines, 
and Jack Morley who chants with 
the line, solos and emcees the 
show. 





between shows, Gorn. 


ap- | 
| proach and an astute savvy which | 


rehearsals, no music stands or even | 


Ray | 


upbeat | 
“Air | 
Granz speaks with | 


Billy O'Connor 


Marshall | 


acts, they insert bits of weak gab | 


Champ Champagne band 
showbacks and plays for dancing 


a 


Palmer House, Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Harry Belafonte (with Millard 
Thomas, Frantz Casseus), Charlie 
Fisk Orch with Lee Charmel; $2 
cover. 





Appearing in Chicago for the 
third time within a year (the sec- 
ond in the Empire Room), Harry 
Belafonte demonstrates that three 
times in 10 months is not too oftey 
for Belafonte fans, out in force 
opening night. Having smashed the 
| house attendance record last time 
around, balladéer bids fair to equal 
or better his own mark during this 
four-weeker, opening Thursday 
(16). 

Belafonte unwraps several addi- 
tions to his repertoire this time 
around, though none seemis to have 
the power of his’ better-known 
\identification pieces. But the vital 
| style remains the same, the keen 





|/showmanship edge is undulled and 
| the crowd buys it all with the same 
| wild enthusiasm as heretofore. 

| Bowing with “Hello Everybody,” 
| Belafonte launches into such faves 


| as “John Henry,” “Scarlet Rib- 
| bons,’ and “Hold Him Joe,” dis- 


| playing a superlative command of 
the room as he does so. New en- 
tres offered here are “Man Smart, 
Woman Smarter,” “Jamaica Fare- 
well,” and “When tiie Saints Go 
Marching In.” Latter, introed as a 
| Britisher would do it, starts off in 
|a humorous vein and segues into 
ithe usual rousing delivery. 

| Belafonte paces the floor as he 
| sings with lithe grace. He plays the 
mike cord as if it were’a bullwhip. 
And the vocal styling matches the 
coiled-spring promise of his walk, 
| Simple red shirt and black trou- 
|sers, coupled with expert use of 
| lighting, is all the staging needed 
jhere for maximum effectiveness. 
| The act builds solidly, and the 
{crowd’s plaudits with it, till, for 
ithe clincher, Belafonte has the 
; customers chiming in on ‘‘Matilda” 
| for the wrapup. He goes off to sus- 
| tained Saivos. 

| Expert guitar backing is pro- 
| vided here by Mildred Thomas and 
| Frantz Casseus, the latter a Haitian 
import and a new addition to the 
'turn. The Charlie Fisk house band 
does admirably on the backstop- 
ping as well. Gabe, 





| The Village, S. F. 
San Francisco, Aug. 14 

| Abbott & Costello, Bob Williams, 

|Ron Hargraves, Joy Healey Da) 

j}ers (7) with Dick Merritt, Le 

| Radsliff Orch, Guy Cherney; 

minimum, 


Cc 
) 

) 

be 


_ Abbott & Costello had rough go- 
ing in what they said is their first 
nightclub appearance but finally 
got to them. 

After 12 minutes of their old 
routines, revolving around a few 
non-sequiturs and the mispronun- 
ciation of Worcestershire Sauce, 
Costello impatiently stamped his 
| foot and loosened up enough to tell 
'a couple of ancient burlesque jokes, 
thus garnering the first real laughs 


;of the evening. Then the pair 
| bring on their protege, Ron 
| Hargraves, and let him sing a 


| couple of novelties, play the guitar 
and play the ukulele for close te 
15 minutes. 

| When A & C returned they had 
a couple of props, with which they 
proceeded to do their shell-game 
act and Costello traded Abbott two 
$10s for a $5. Soon they realized 
ithe audience was still sitting on 
its hands, so Costello cut loose 
again with several short gags and 
a good deal of jumping around. 
Seeing the audience warm up on 
opening night, Lou said, “This is 
|What you're going to get in the 
|next show,” and the pair closed 
with their classic “who's on first” 





routine ior the first real ovation 
of the act. 

ey work very hard, but just 
cotmun’t relax sufficiently to put 
over their creaky material. Or 


| perhaps the material is simply too 
| well-scrubbed. 

Hargraves needs considerable 
| polish for this league. He has ai 
engaging personality and a true, it 
small, voice. But playing “Tico 
Tico” on the uke is not very excil- 
ing nightclub entertainment at 
best. 

On the other hand, Bob Williams 
15-minute dog act, which precedes 
Abbott & Costelio, rates heavy 
applause and lots of laughs. W1- 
liams uses a droopy hound dog and 
tries to coax him through a series 
of tricks, with a sly satire on 
serious dog trainers. The dog, of 
course, doesn’t respond to anything 
so Williams pushes the hound into 
leach desired position, and near the 
iact’'s end brings on a real trick 
pup. Results are socko. 

Joy Healey’s Dancers, who ope? 
and close show, are disorganized. 
Leon Radsliff’s orch is adequate 
and Guy Cherney handles the few 
emcee duties nicely. Ste]. 
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500 Clab, A. C. 


Atlantie City. Aug. 18. 
Vic Damone, Joan Walker, Lenny 
Kent, Boots McKenna Dancers (8), 
Jack Curtis, Joe Frasetto Orch 
(12); $5 minimum Sat., $4 week- 
days. 


Vic Damone tops the talent in 
Paul (Skinny) D’Amato’s supper 
club until Thursday (23) when 
Frank Sinatra comes in for a tour- 
day stay, already a sellout. 

Damone, no stranger here, he 
fast wins the tablers he has not 
won before. His intimate manner 
js pleasing to all, and his agenda 
of songs is picked for his 500 Club 
audience. 

His top number is his Columbia 
disk, “On the Street Where You 
Live,” with the Frasetto tooters 
packed up by a Damone trio of pi- 
ano, bass fiddle and guitar. This is 
nis concluding offering, but goes 
over so well that Damone had to do 


jt over again as an encore. On top| 


of that he gives three more num- 
bers, including the big favorite, 
“Yiddishe Mama,” before they let 
him go. Most of his numbers are 
oldies, “‘What Is This Thing Called 
Love,” “These Foolish Things,” 
“Dancing Cheek to Cheek” and 
“September Song.” 

Joan Walker 
the red head 
job while the 


is a neat tapster, 
looker doing neat 
McKenna Dancers 
featuring Danny Carroll put on 
two nice production bits. Lenny 
Kent, booked with Damone, missed 
opening night’s dinner show. 
Walk. 


Sans Souci, Miami Bch 
Miami Beach, Aug. 18. 


Herkie Styles, Nancy Ford, Sam- | 


my Walsh, Freddy Calo Orch; $2.50 
minimum. 

The Blue Sails Room in. this 
mid-Beach hostel has been holding 
consistent patronage, thanks to 
popularity with the guided tour 
ops who keep their groups coming 
for the two shows nightly. Basic 
reason is the “happy to have you 
atmosphere from maitre d’Ross to 
host-emcee Sammy Walsh on the 
floor, who guides the proceedings 
around the budgeteers with the 
comics featured usually working 
them into the act. 

Thus, younger and/or upcoming 
Jjaughmakers are booked to allow 
for profitable windups on _ the 
books Typical is Herkie Styles. 
The lad’s been around, albeit he’s 
yet to hit the more demanding 
class cafe route. That could be a 
matter of time if he’d get himself 
a more potent script to buttress his 
flair for yockful, clowning carbon- 
ings of the well-knowns. As is, he 
tosses a welter of lines and bits of 
biz into the pot, some old, some 
new, some zany, some blue. The 
sum total is a pleasant one for the 
Blue Sails’ attendees who eat up 
the lines that bring them into the 
spotlight. 

Young Nancy Ford is a nice 
looking thrush with a fair set of 
arrangements on the pops. She 
handles her song slot in good style. 

Sammy Walsh, per usual, 
Wily emcee who warms them 
quickly, works into the comedy 
segments as foil for styles at end 
of his canto, and in general, adds 
the knowhow touch to keep them 
interested in the goings-on. 
Jeaving for a date in Manhattan 
then returns in November to take 
up the same duties on a long- 
ltermer for the winter season. 

Freddy Calo and his group are 
also perennials in this spot and 
rate the holdovers, playing the 
shows adeptly and setting up tricky 
Latin-rhythms for the dansapation. 

Lary. 


is a 


Chase Club, St. Louis 
St. Louis, Aug. 16. 


Fernanda Montel, George Hop 
Nino Moraes Orch (5); $1- 
$1.50 cover. 


Harold Koplar, maestro of this 
estend spot, seems to have found 


y 
4 hypo for this airconditioned room 
Vi 


1a the booking of foreign born 
Chanteuses. Two weeks ago Mon- 


ique Van Vooren from Belgium not | 


Only scored solidly but drew fine 
biz. This is being repeated cur- 
Tently by Fernanda Montel, a 
Willowy blonde of French parent- 
age who holds the customers in 
rapt attention in addition to having 
ne pipes and a flair for putting 
Over her ditties. 

Her repertoire is well chosen as 
she selects French and American 
tunes, Her “Piano du Pauvre,” 
Parts of which are done in both 
English and French, cops a hefty 
anit. For her “Gualante’” she 
Uirushes_ to groups of ringsiders 
and tosses in a few dance steps. 

fr opening ditty, “Paris Cham- 
pene,” gets off in the right mood 
hat remains throughout her 30 


He’s | 


[minutes stint. She also does 
| Wrong Time,” “April In Portu- 
gal,” “Street Where You Live,” 
and others. 

George Hopkins, a comic, tees 
off the proceedings as m.c. with a 
gag, not too new and then reap- 
pears for the close with new ma- 
terial that cops lusty yocks. He 
also does a brief take off of Elvis 
Presley and garners more okays 
with his vocalizing of “Without A 
Son.” He has nice baritone pipes. 
| The proceedings are neatly 
backed up by Nino Moraes’ boys 
with the maestro doing some deft 
work on the 88. Sahu. 


Lake Club. Spafld.. El. 
Springfield, lil., Aug. 13. 
Dorothy Lamour, Benny Meroff 
& Kathleen McLaughlin, Walt Lof.- 
tiss Orch.; $1.80 admission. 





Dorothy Lamour, in for 10 days. 
is bringing out lots of supper club 
delegates and winning their en- 
dorsement with her magnolia man- 
nered vocalistics. 

The only surprise in the Lamour 
layout is her working without the 
sarong, her pic trademark. Not 
even Hawaiian leis. However, her 
hula arm and hip movements in 
| beaded gowns and fringful skirts 
keeps the identity Lamour, tou- 
jours. ‘ 

“Be My Guest,” a special mate- 
rial ditty. sets the informal mood 
of her turn. A concealed wireless 
apparatus on her person and band- 
stand radio antennae allows her to 
stroll, greet and sometimes kiss 
male ringsiders. The “‘let’s all have 
a big party” tone continues as she 
turns autobiographical comedienne 
to trace her ‘‘Road to Malibu” in a 
musical skit called ‘“‘The Girl Who 


Brought Southern Hospitality to 
Hollywood.” 
Introing her capable accom- 


panist, San Mineo, she lounges on 
the piano—the better for her gir- 
died battery to pick up bits of his 
“California Rhapsody,” excellentiy 
rendered and received. Minec's 
few strains of “Rhapsody in Biue” 
sets the mood for “He Was Too 
Good to Me, True,” a torcher han- 


dled with smoldering sex appeal 
by Miss Lamour. 

Smartly, the film singer skips 
the “and then I introduced this 


one” bit as she offers.a medley of 
her top film songs. Bits of ‘‘Moon- 
light and Shadows,” “Tangerine,” 
“An Apple for the Teacher,” “Per- 
sonality” to “Moon of Monacoora” 
keep applause building. 
Miss Lamour tries an exit 
“Piano Roll Blues” after 30 minutes 
or more on the floor. For encores 
she gives “There’s Danger in Your 
Eyes” coupled with “Come Rain or 


with 


;Come Shine” and “I’d Rather Be 
a Dreamer.” 

Opening the show is’ Benny 
Meroff, vet Chicago musician- 
comedian showing off his crazy 
instruments while comely Kath- 
leen McLaughlin cavorts in the 
background. Grabbing a clarinet. 


Meroff does a Ted Lewis impresh 
for solid reaction and the comedy 
duo scores with a rapid repartee 
lampoon of television commercials. 

Walt Loftiss’ young 
well by all concerned. 


band does 
Wayn, 


Versailles, N. Y. 
Nancy Donovan, Lou Nelson. 
Jerry Bergman & Mimi, Salvatore 
Gioe and Panchito bands; $5 min- 
imum. 


Except for bookings of Edith 
Piaf, the Versailles had been stick- 
ing to,a revue format for the past 
few years. Current show marks 
the club’s switch back to acts. The 
changerover is being pleasantly 
| handled by songstress Nancy Dono- 


|Jerry Bergman & Mimi 
turn. 

Miss Donovan’s date follows 
two-year Overseas stay. The chirp 
is in good form. Her 30-minute 
songalog includes’ standards, pops, 
special material and a click calypso 


magico 


a 


offering. She’s covering the best- 
selling lists with “The Street 
Where You Live” and ‘Whatever 


Will Be, Will Be,” while an opera- 
tv satire, comprising takeoffs on a 
pot pourri of video commercials, is 
an okay novelty switch. 

Nelson, a holdover from the prior 
|show, “Fashions in Rhythm,” re- 
| gisters effectively with his gagster- 
jing. He’s an affable comic, with 
chuckle-pulling savvy. His. mate- 
|rial holds up well for the 18 min- 
;utes he’s on. Bergman & Mimi get 
ithe show rolling, with the former 
'demonstrating slick styling in his 
|sleight of hand trickstering. His 
| running bit of dropping colored 
|ping pong balls from his mouth is 
| good for laughs, while his overall 
|performance is personable and 
|pleasing. Femme assists. 

Salvatore Gioe and _ Panchito 
— do their usual fine job of 
musicalizing. Jess. 


van, comedian Lou Nelson and the | 


Sands, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Aug. 15. 
Peggy Lee, Sue Carson, Clark 
Bros. (2), Natalie & The Beach- 


combers (4), Copa Girls (12), An- 
tonio Morelli Orch ; $2 mini- 
mum. 


9) 
-~ 


Peggy Lee is one of this circuit's 
more prominent regulars. Her 
sensuous embrace of tune and lyric 


7 


| 


are to the liking of the gambling | 


crowd. And, there’s no doubt she 
will lure plenty of customers dur- 
ing her four frames in the Copa 
Room, handily adjacent to the spa’s 
casino. 

Untortunately however, her act 
has been altered liitle from that 
| of past engagements and this repeti- 
tion creates a mechanical appear- 
ance to her format. What new 
touches she has invested in this 
turn are weak and only tend to 


make her overall presentation scem | 


contrived. That aspect is most ob- 
vious during the distracting parade 
of torero-attired Copa Girls down 
the aisle during Miss Lee’s lilt of 
“My Matador.” Sans the produc- 
tion flourishes, the tune could be 
one of her best numbers. Also, 
chirp’s orchestrations sometimes 
over-arranged and much too lush. 
Generally, less effect would prob- 


ably be more effective. Despite! 
these points, Miss Lee still re- 
mains a polished performer and 


poignant interpreter of song. 

Sue Carson has a Charming sense 
of ribald humor tnat scores effec- 
tively. She expresses her opening 
tune, “The Smartest People In 
The Worid Are Men,” with wide- 
jeved innocence, but punctuaies 
followup inferences with pointed 
patter. Comedienne then slices off 
some gags that score instant yocks. 


impreshes of the styles of w.k. 
singers, are sock. Finale has her 


vocally painting the “Seven Lively 
Aris,” which evoives into smari 
cafe stuff and ignites heavy mitts. 
Clark no s.rangers 
here and familiar terpsi- 
chorics give pace to the show. 
Their machine-gun like taps and 
precisioned tricks generate excite- 
ment. Copa Girls follow’ vocal 
course chartered by Natalie & 
The Beachcombers during produc- 
tion numbers, both holdovers trem 
previous | bill Antonio Morelli 
batons slick show throughout 


Alan. 


3ros. are 
their 


a 


Riviera, Las Vegas 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Las Vegas, Aug. 15. 
Ken Murray and Marie Wilson 
have uncorked “Blackouts of °56” 
in the Clover Room for a repeat 
performance after an absence of 
only four weeks. Show’s current 
month long stand still will total 18 





weeks it has played here in less 
than a year, and from all indica- 
tions the revusical could encore 


| here indefinitely. 

Murray’s gags, as dated as they 
may be, are still bounced to good 
results off the curves of Miss Wil- 
son. Together they intersperse 
through the barber shop harmoniz- 
ing of Ben Yost’s Royal Guards- 
man, ballroom comedics of An- 
thony & Allyn (now a duo, as part- 
ner Hodges was injured in an auto 
accident few days prior to the 
Riviera bow), deft juggling of the 
Martin Bros., bicycle choreo of The 
Shyrettos, acro terping of Little 
Buck, piano-drum pyrotechnics of 
Nancy Wynne and Gene Pellicci, 
and the rock ‘n’ roll stomp of 
seven-year-old Barry Gordon, 

Notably, young Gordon stops the 
show in its tracks again during this 
tour. Riviera Dancers grace the 
familiar Hollywood & Vine open- 
ing and finale, While Ray Sinatra 
and his orch stay well abrest of 
the multitude of cues that pop up 
throughout the show. Alan. 





Top’s, San Diego 

| San Diego, Aug. 16. 
Penny Singleton, Jacquelyn Hur 

ley, Bill Green Orch (5). 


Penny Singleton, “Blondie” of 
the film and radio series, has an 
appealing turn in general. Act is 
a blend of special songs, such as 

fy Foist Formal Affair” and “A 
Performer’s Best Friend Is His 
Piano,’ obscure tunes such as “I 


Want a Little Boy” 
Next Door to Everybody,” and such 
songs “April in Paris,’ “The 
| Best Things in Life Are Free” and 
|“Button Up Your Overcoat.” A 
bluesey “One for the Road” and 


as 


and “I’ve Lived | 





New Acts 





BOB VOYE TRIO 


Dance 
15 Mins. 
Copecavana, N.Y. 

red Voyve Trio, two lads and 
redheaded jooker, are an atiractive 
adag o cance team. Although still 


regu.ring more poiish, team shows 


up niceiv with its youth and zeal 

Hoong tortes of this combo lie 
na scries of spins and body-ios- 
sing routsnes. These are disp:aycd 


in a variety of musical tempos from 
<ewv to hot. The turn, however, 
needs to develop a more distinctive 
h to climb out of that “just 
good dance act” category 
naency to mug during the 
routines, a fault mainiyv of 
the weoys, no substitute for a 
bigger repertory of tricks 
‘Tne trio, however, does make an 
oveiail nice impression and shows 
promise tor more development. 
Herm. 


is 


LEN YOUNG 
Comedy 
Be Y%:: B 
Liv nire. Glasgow 
--€s a robust English comedian 


With gcod singing voice. Principal 
iau.t is cardinal one of using too- 
fum‘liar gags. Once this is over- 
come, and timing improved, he 


woud loom as decent prospect for 
both vaude and tv. 

Weill-built type. with expressive 
roling eyes, he should get some 
tooffent tun material and get 
weaving with stronger basis for act. 


cf to enter in granpappy garb 
Ww th quaint musical rig ot washing 


board, «uto-hornms aid = claxons. 
rar wind with more = strident 
‘ics, including “Seven Lone y 
Nights” and “Mocking Bird Hill.” 
Gord. 
PAYO & MAI : 
Unieyele Juggling 
10 Mins. 


Ak-Sar-Ben, Omaha 
Payo & Mai, handsome husband- 


wile duo, stack up as one of the 

st turns in the _ biz Couple 
comes in on tall cycles for a rou- 
tine dance bil and from then on 
the man is on his own, with eve- 
fctching gal merely arcund tor 


w_ndow dressing. He finally winds 


up on a king-sized evcle for hat 
juggling and finale has him spin- 
ning a dozen hoops on his arms, 


neck and one leg. 
or Tony Curtis 


Pavo is a double 
and sells effec- 


) tively. 


Slext towards topicality is wel- 
come: irinstance. he makes much 
o! current political situation with 
faces against Egypt’s General Nas- | 
ser. } 

Young gives out strongly with | 
tures like “Memories Are Made otf 
Th‘s.’” and impressions of Sinatra, 
Hutch aod Jolson. He winds w-th 
sent mencal “Mother’s Eyes,” exil- 
ing to fair measure of palming, but 


would register much more strongiy 
ii act were re-shaped and _ biut- 
tressed with laffable gags 

Gord. 


MUMFORD'’S PUPPETS 
rryppets 

1Z Jains. 

Emov.re, Glasgow 
best bit ot 
} pet parade 
aol puppet 


this entertaining 
is stint of bloncs 
She’s brought on 
afier a bit by puppet fashioned 
as a starchy but lfe-loving old ¢: 
at the ivories, who isn’t averse 
a bit of leg-tickling, etc. 
She’s made to sing with lips and 


a 


? 
nt 


to 


move sulkily and in slinky siyie 
across stage, then manipulated 
cCown into auditorium for a spot 
of snoulder-serenading to middle- 
aged males in front row of stalls, 
in full view of spotlights. Gives 


out with a sexy “Madamoiselle de 
Paree”’ to good palming. 

Another welcome bit when a 
puppet enters garbed gorgeous!y as 
Madame _ Butterfly. Mock fight 
between two characters, a_ black 
buil and a Spanish matador, opens 
the puppet parade with novelty but 
some overlength. 

Okay act for vauderies 


is 


and tv 
Gord. 


PHYLLIS MARSHALL 
Songs 
27 Mins. 
Gatineau, Ottawa 

Phyllis Marshall, already w.k 
Canadian radio and television 
well as personal appearances 
around her native Toronto, is bow- 
ing in nitery work at the Gatineau 
Club. From her initial booking, the 


on 


as 


1 Unit Reviews 


Act is good for any media. 
Trump. 








Ak-Sar-HRen Eevue 
Omaha, Aug. 20. 
Ming & Ling, Pavo & Mai, An- 
dre, ncree & Bonnie, Young 


China (4), Dean Allen, Helen Haag 
Chimpanzees, Doro hy Hild Dan- 
ccrs (1G), Happy Kellems, Freddie 
Nix Orch (12); at Ak-Sar-Ben 
Field, Aug. 13-15. 

Final Ak-Sar-Kken Revue of the 
season tor members of the Omaha 
civic org was the Barnes & Care 
fathers unit framed specifically for 
ouidoor fair grandstand dates. 

Ming & Ling, Chinese hillbillies, 
heedlined and hand'ed a 22-minute 
spo. excellently. Although some of 


1 


their comedy is a bit on the rough 


de for a family show, a majority 
( it goes over big Ming, the 
iather, has exceptional stage pres- 
ence while most of tie talent is 


p.ovided by the boy with his take- 
ofis on Fisher, Como and Ray 

Andre, Andree & 
of the better novelty 
with an unusual ciosing revealing 
ihat three of the tour mannequins 
are actually alive though the billing 
makes one expect there are only 
two. 

Another’ strong. offering was 
Young China, with two young girls 
doing standout acrobatics. Finale 
brings in their dad for a boff stunt 
on Stairway 


IS 


Bonnie one 
dancing acts, 


a 
Helen Haag’s chimps are a bet- 
ter-than average animal turn and 
Dean Allen served emcee. In 
the latter’s own turn he opens with 
some sad ga before moving into 
his Dona!d Duck talk and revealing 
a good singing voice. Payo & Mai 

under new acts 
Production numbers are 
standing with the 16-gal line, 
under company manager Stuart 
MeLellan, offering both looks and 
adept dancing. 

Solo work by vocalist Marilyn 
Dih!l adds to presentation greatly. 

Happy Kelilems, tramp clown, 
does effective come-in work to 
complete a well-rounded entertain- 
ment package Trump 


as 


1G 


are 


out- 


TV Diseoveries of 1956 
(CANADIAN EXHIBITION) 
Ottawa, Aug. 19. 


Mills Bros. (4), Lamberts (2), 


| (with Ralph Quinlan), Joyce Hahn, 


| 


tall, whistle-stacked, sockepiped 
Negro chirper should go far. She 
knows how to. sell her tunes, has 
selected them wisely and had them 
set to clicko arrangements. She 
wears classy gowns and, both in | 
pipes and appearance, possesses 
some Lena Horne qualities and 


ability to fill top billing slots with 


}professional slickness. in taste and 


talent 

Miss Marshall’s work here shows 
she should be solid in niteries, tv, 
radio, disks and pictures. Gorm. 





HILL & BILLY 
Harmonica Comedy 
§ Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Male and distaff partner offe: 
comedy with harmonica music. Act 
lis lively, but would need consid- 
|erable sharpening and polish for 
| U.S. market. As is, it’s moderately 


|‘‘Mr. Wonderful” get an okay ren- | 


|dition as well. By now Miss Sin- 
'gleton knows how to handle an 
|audience in friendly fashion, al- 
| though some of her patter could be 
|less stilted for greater intimacy 


ee sagey > he Shale , Weed 
| George Finley’s piano accomp is an | inscription “Frying Tonite. 


asset, 


| Eccentric terper Jacquelyn Hur- 

|\ley opens the show to good mitt 

bill for showbacking and dancing. 
Don. 


joi the Bill Green crew fills the 





entertaining and okay for general 
run of vauderies in early slotting. 

Comedy hits a _ novelty 
through props. F’rinstance, male’s 
harmonica breaks up into sections 
in early minutes of act. Another 
he uses has drop blind with the 
Both 
male and smiling partner give with 
lively tunes, including “Red Hot 
Ivory Rag.” 

After playing of mouth-harmon- 
ica by male, the femme enters in 


white cowboy getup, and male goes |; band from the 88s. 


note | 


grandstand seats. 


Denny Vaughan, Ernie Rudy Orch 
(10); Aug. 18 only; $2 top. 

“TV Discoveries of 1956,” a GAC- 
Hamid production, the Central 
Canada Exhibition’s first effort to 
buck the television opposition that 
slashed attendance in past years. 
It the Mills Bros. show, with 
Canadian video names Joyce Hahn 
and Denny Vaughan in for good 
returns The Mills combo could 
hardly get off the stage against 
powertul mitting from a fair crowd. 

Joyce Hahn, tiny, pert chirper 
with Canadian Broadcasting Corp.’s 
“Cross Canada Hit Parade” (now 
on a summer hiatus), got nice mitt- 
ing for “Blue Heaven,” others, and 
Denny Vaughan, bill topper on his 
own video CBC stanza, also off for 
the hot months, made a satisfactory 
impression. Lamberts worked a 
neat session of acro, probably the 
most effective of the show’s sight 
acts since the stage was more than 
150 feet from the front row of 
Zippy, a lively, 


1S 


Vv as 


/well-trained chimp, went through 


| 


'a set of clicko paces at the beckon- 


ing of his boss, Ralph Quinlan. 
Show was capably backed through- 
out by Ernie Rudy, batoning his 
Gorm. 





96 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 22, 1956 





obert Q. -Rush’ $13,100 in 6, Philly: 


Bea’s Fable’ Record $12,250 


Philadelphia, Aug. 21. ¢ 
The Playhouse in the Park, 
Philly’s municp:lly-operated tent 


theatre. sot $13,100 for the opening 
woek of the first musical booking In 
its five vear ecareer—the intimate 
“(What's the Rush,” starring 
Q. Lewis That was cn 
ins'ead of eight perform- 
ances since the show didn’t open 
until Tuesday nieht (14). The man- 
» cement fi ured an extra 24 hours 
was n.eded to make the necess7ry 
chan es in adaptine this to “in-the- 
rovrd” presentation. 

The three major critics gave 
the +iusiesl favoreble notices, a 
covpte ef them near-raves, but biz 
cidn’t come up to expectations. 
Oddly enough, the two matinee per- 
formance teaditionally weak al 
the Playhouse, turned out to be 
§ ron’, 

Sole for this week's holdover for 
is fairly good, “Tener 
with Eddie Bracken, is due 
‘ weoek ard then the senson 
winds un. Sent. 2-8 with Siobhan 
MeKenna in the Combridge Drama 
tint Joan.” 


revue, 
Yobert 


seven 


Festival revival of “S: 
Lillie’s $12,279 a Record, Spa 
Saraiova, N.Y., Aug. 21 

Beatr'ee Lillie in “Beasop’s 
bles” e-ossed a record $12.2950 last 
wees at a $4 top at John Huniing- 


Kae 





ton's 5°.7-seat Sna Summer Thea-} 
tre. Thet tonored the previous | 
mark of $10.368 revistered last | 
morth by Uilie Purke at the reau- | 
lar 33.20 top in “Solid Go'd Cacil- 
gar.” 


This week the spot offers Cuico 
Marx in “Fiéth Season.” 


Detroit Still Dawdtes 


D-troit, Au. 21. 

Rusiness was low evan. fast 
week for the two Detroit area 
tenis, “Roomful of Roses” star-| 
rn: Toise Albritton, spossed 
onl eat) at Northland = P'ay- 
ho nt Your Waroa,” ea- 
it n* Tony Bavaar in h’s original 
Prox role of Julio, did 515 980 
at Melocy Cireus in the second 
1 

Yh bi k-everns are $10,009 at 
Norin'ard, a 1,400-seater. wiih a 
top of %5.G0, less 23d discounts, 
and 2 OO) et. Meltodv, a 1.500- 
seater with a $4 ton, less 25 ci 
counts Tire notential cevacity at 
Neri! na 1S 3 67 } and at \i | 
ocv C'rzvs it is $4].O82. 

Cui yufo6proetnetions aré Johan 
Cerrad’'ye in “Deraevla” et North- 
lend P rouse and “Kismec”’ at 
Melody Cireus Northiand will 
preset Siicks and Stones, star- 
rine Flermione Gingold, beeinning 
Aus, 23, ard Moledy Cireus will 
present Co'le-te Holm in “Sudden 
Sorin for two weeks be inning 
Sept. 4. 


“Teahowe’ $°7,2°0 Warwick 


Warwick. R.I., Aus. 21. 
Robert Rappori’s teuring tent 
production of “Teahouse of the | 
Auctst SToon” grossed ai satisfac- 
tory $17 230 last week in the winc- 
vy f e of a fortnicht’s run at 
Warwick Musical Theati 

e for the two weeks was $34, 
6 

le comedy is current at the 
Me'ody Circle, Allentown, Pa. 
‘Kismet’ 37G in 2 Week, Oat4ale 

Well nford, Corn., Aug. 21. 

Two-week svan of “Nismet” aft 

On'da'ts Mus'cal Thestre here 
ending last Saturday (18), played 
a carbon rinioht, with grosses 
almnast lenticel each week, for a 
total of $57.000 for the 14-per- 
formanee run Credit for tne 
ood b:z went larcely to word-of- 
routh on the okay production 
heaced bv William Johnson, Zero 
Tosiel, Helena Scoit, Beatrice 
Kraft and Avon Lon* 

sot has tremendous advance on 
cl ent week of “Mister Robert 
rnd) substantial interest in fort-| 
night stend of “Teahouse of the 
\ugust Moon,” due Aug. 27-Sept. 
) 
S | 

‘Much Ado’ $4,900, Olney 


; Olney, Aug, 21. 
Ho!dover of the Players. Ine.. 
production of “Much Ado About 
Nothing” in modern dress grossed | 
$4.900 at the Olney theatre last 
week. 

Diney starts a two-week run to- 
nicht (Tues.) with its final play of 
the season, “The Old Bay,” an | 
Irish comedy by Maura Laverty, | 
with Marjorie Gateson anc Edward | 


tra’ 


at Spa 


Show Out of Town 








Saint Joan 
Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 15. 

Cambridge Drama Festival presenta 
tion of William Morris Hunt, 
gan, Bryant Haliday & Michael 
revival of drama in three acts, six scenes. 
by CC. B. Shaw. Staged by Albert 
settings. Robert O’Hearn: music, 
well Titeomb. Stars Stobhan McKenn.. 
Meatures Kent Smith, Ian Keith, Evr'e 
livimman, Frederick Yozere, Michuel Wager. 
Thever Divid, Farl Montgomery, Dick 
Moore, Dennis Patrick, P. J. Kelly, Frank 
Maxwell, Richard Purdy, Paul 
Lee Richardson, Peter Falk. At 
Theatre, Harvard U., Cambridge, 
Auy, 15, °5ti; 33.20 top. 

Casi: Dennis Patrick, P. J. Kelly, Siob- 
hon SMieKenna, Lee Richardson, Frederic 
Tovere. Chris Gampel, John Glennon 
oaul Sparer, Frank Maxwell, Micheel 
Wau er, Janet Dowd, Earle Hyman, Jimmy 
Oster, Kent 
heith, Thayer 
Richard Purdy, 


Sanders 
Mass., 


David, Lee Richardson 
Dick Moore, Paul Spurer, 
Peter Falk, Kichard Purdy, Naney Devr- 
sori, Susan Howe, Betty Rollin, James 
‘Territt. Ernest Scherrier, Carl Goodw'n 
Elliott. Jerry Grieden, George 
uples, Kent Paul, Zane Rodrigues. 
tmnanuel Wexler, Jerry Kelley, JdJenniser 
Ttilk. 


On basis of this revival of the 
sernard Shaw drama, Irish actress 
Siobhan McKenna looms as one 0} 
ihe great Joans of this generation. 

‘iss MeRKenna brings a soar- 
ing voice, tinged with Irish brogue, 
te her seintillating portrayal ot the 
Maid, which she originally did in 
Dublin and later to critical prai e 
in — efrom walkon, in 
siraieht red dress and bare feet, 
to final scene of dream sequence, 
she dominaies, reaching the fur- 
thovmost parts of the Elizabethan 
1.100-seat house with terrific im- 
pact and emotion, 

Ths is a down to earth por- 
al, with no nonsense about it, 
md not only heroic, but with over- 
tones of warmth and humor. Miss 
‘icXerna does not play Joan as a 
saint, but as a sturdy peasant girl 
impelled by a powerful inner drive 


nd sublime confidence in her in- 
vineib lity. The euphony of her 
brozue and tauitless diction, al- 
thouch seemingiy out of character 
in tie French peasant role, brings 

litvonal warmths and humors 

d perhaps expresses Shaw's con- 
cept oi Joan more vividly 


feminine 
In an ugis 


ro glamorous, 
prima donna portrayal. 


his is 


haircut of the ragged bowl-shaped 
varety, sams makeup, and attired 
first in the straight stick dress ol 
po iv and later a succession ol 


so dier outfits, the actress does no! 
rely on physical aappearance, but 
oiyors a Joan of simple naturalness 
and poweriul theatrical impact. 


Albert Marre’s staging, skillful- 
ly highlighting the star, is elo- 
quence, Michael Wager’s handling 
ot the difiicult role of the doltish 
Dauphin’'s complex character is 
welt rounded, convincing and dis- 
mmMine lan Keith is a click as 
ie stern Cauchon, Kent Smith 
iuens in a slick performance as the 
iarl of Warwick, and Dennis Pat- 
rick is outstanding as the doubting 


“aucdricourt. 
Earl Montgomery offers 

poruvayal ot the pettish 

Stogumber, Earle 


a fine 
Chaplain 


ra Hyman 1s 
militant as Dunois, and Thayer 
|David plays the Inquisitor with 
paternal gentleness and compassion 

etiing «cross the footlights with 


marked emphasis. 

The production goes next Phila- 
dclphia, to be done arena-style in 
the Playhouse in the Park, then 
opens Sept. 1 at the Phoenix Thea- 
tre, N. Y. The talk opening night 
here was: that Miss 
‘Joan” might be a bet for ‘sub- 
sequent transfer to Broadway tor 
a regular run. It’s already sched- 
vled tor telecast by NBC in late 
September or early October 

Guy. 


PERLITA NEILSON SET 
FOR ‘DIARY’ IN LONDON 


London, Aug. 21. 
Perlita Neilson, who was ac- 
claimed for her performance as 
Nina in John Clements’ current 
revival of “The Seagull” at the 
Saville, has been chosen for the 


title role in London production oi 
“The Diary of Anne Frank.” 
Frith Banbury, who will present 


‘the play here, persuaded Frances 


Goodrich and Albert Hackett, who 
dramatized the Anne Frank jour- 
nal, to see Miss Neilson’s perform- 


ance in the Chekov drama, al- 
though he had auditioned . more 
than 300 other girls. 


(Miss Neilson appeared in New 


York as the moppet lead in “Lace | 


Cullen in the ‘ead reies, and Leo|on Her Petticoat” in the fall of 


Brady directing. 


1951—Eb. ) 


| 
' 


Miles Mor- | 
Wager , 


Spurer. | 


Smith, Earl Montgomery. Lin , 


two acts by William Shekespeare. Di- 
' vocted by Stuart Vaughan: choreography, 
“orvin Gordon. At East River’ Park 
\mohi.heatre, N.Y., Aug. 17, ’56. 
DEE, Soc eec cote cees Josevh Barr 
VineCORtle® secccccsccessess K rl Williams 
LMOOEEID su adeccesvetacn Mlel Arrighi 
POLPUNTID «cc nccessonceces Jick Cannon 
Le errr rrr William Major 
ROU CMUEM scensecnaseses Robert Baines 
ZUOE . dicezeratkentess Che ter Doherty 
[oe awe Johan Riordan 
CTR . vectcnesecce Hu -h Palmerston 
COG cxtucetebawadne a Janis Halliday 
eae Lorry Swenson 
CROUSIED icc encseneas Cotleen Dewhurst 
De cu bawekeseksea wx Monica May | 
We ONE i 5 x06 64600000008 Rowena Burack 
oe POE Teer or re Daniel Durning 
LInBOPGnGMer .cocesccces Willism Roberts 
CUCOP do kwvewecsaeans Alan Becker | 
Girt Btreliere.«sccsces ° Dorren Cavalier, | 


McKenna’s | 


Perfectionists 
Hollywood, Aug. 21. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein 
apparently aren't good enough 
for the Santa Monica Theatre 
Guild. 

Beach city outfit launches 
its most ambitious project in 
its_10-year-history next.Friday 
(24) with a new musical ver- 
sion of “Green Grow the Li- 
lacs,” by Lynn Riggs. Rod Mc- 
Kuen has written tour new 
tunes for the show, to be 
staged by James Brittain, as- 


sistant to MGM _ producer 
Nicholas Nayfack. 

In its publicity, however, 
the Santa Monica Theatre 


Guild carefully avoids mention 
oi the fact that “Lilacs” has 
been set to music before this 
—in a show called “Okla- 
homa.” 


Off-B’ way Show 


Taming of the Shrew 

Joseph Papp fer the Shakespearean 
Thesire Workshop, in cooperation with 
the Dept. of Parks, revival of comedy in 














Gail Cramer 
Leon rad Mejziin, 
Gail Cramer 
Juck Golding, James 
Rochelle Schitirin, Roscoe 
Edwezrd Simonian, Peggy 
Riord:n, “Uena Ratael 
Dancers: Bobbie Chifos, Ruth Morrow, 
bhlorence Peters, Annetita Pennert, Naomi 
Scniller, Alice Uchida, C!sire Williams, 
Paul Berenson, Harry Kolby, Lew Webel. 
Others: Shirley Krie‘e: Lee Cooper, 
Christine Colombo, April Goodwin, Eliza- 
h Townsend, Jerome WM jzlin. Gloria 
Schattner, Ruth Coleman, Patricia 
PGrads 


Haptista’s Servants.... 


Petrucio’s Servants 
Tolkan, 
Browne, 


New  York’s” alfresco  Shake- 
ive Festival, which preemed at 
ihe Kast River Park Amphitheatre 


cn: 


on the lower eastside earlier this 
summer with “Julius Caesar,” is 
now offering an uninhibited pro- 


auction of “Taming of the Shrew.’ 
tne cuffo-admission 
is satisfactory, although overboard 
con mugging and slapstick. The 
pop appeal of these elements for 
ne operation’s primarily new-to- 
lezit audience is evident, however, 
Tne performances are generally 
acreeable. Jack Cannon is an ag- 
e-sive Petruchio, but his manner 
end tone have contemporary fla- 
vor. Nevertheless, he does 
well in a number of his shrew- 
taming scenes, Colleen Dewurst 
ives a robust performance as 
..atharine, while Mel Arrighi, Wil- 
linin Major and Robert Baines are 
as suitors of Bianca, appro- 


ONAN 


pliately played by Monica May. 
John Riordan and Hugh Palmer- 
ton do most of the clowning as 


6b ondello and Grumio, respective- 
ly. Chester Doherty is ygood.as 
Tranio, as is Joseph Barr as Bap- 


lista. The production is loaded 
with cuffing, tumbling, beard-pull- | 
ing and other hokum. It’s color- 
ully costumed, while Stuart 
Vaughan’s staging keeps the out- 


door vehicle moving at a comfort- 
able pace. 

A few skeletonized sets are used 
and, as in the case of “Caesar,” the 
production points up the worithi- 
ness of the gratis operation. The 
venture was on the verge of fold- 
because of 3 shortage of funds, 
a $750 contribution by “My 


ing 


but 


Fair Lady” producer Herman Lev- | 


n is enabling continuation of per- 
formances through the balance of 
the summer. The legit sked at the 
»mphitheatre is limited to Thurs- 
day and Friday nights, with an oc- 
casional Sunday matinee, Jess. 


Vivien Leigh Out Of 


London, Aug. 2 


Vivien Leigh, recovering from 
the loss of the child she was ex- 
pecting in December, has been or- 
dered to take a long rest, and is 
unlikely to return to the cast of 
Noel Coward's “South Sea Bubble” 
for some weeks. She was taken ill 
the day after attending the fare- 
well party on the stage. 

Next year she plans to costar 
with her husband, Laurence Olivi- 
er in a film version of ‘““Macbeth.” 


‘Bubble’ for Some Time 





The Music Circus, Lambertville, 
'N.J., gets its first show train from 
| Philadelphia next Friday (24), 


presentation 


quite | 


The Pink Poltergeist 

Virginia Beach, Va., Aug. 14. 
Theatre-Go-Round presentation of com- 
edy in three acts (seven scenes), by 
Romeo Muller. Produced by Lesley Sav- 
age; staged by the author; features Jay 
Warrenn, Martha Howell, Robert Whiting, 


Lesley Savage. At Theatre-Go-Round, 
Aug. 14-19, 56. 

Harlow Goodyear .........- Jay Warrenn 
Mildred Morgan ‘ Martha Howell 
Muriel Morgan....... Paulette San Marchi 
Harry Morgan ......+... Tony Brande 
George Goodyear.........Robert Whiting 
Officer Walters ...... Tom Quinn 
Ann Morgan .. Michele Berenberg 
Irene Woodsworth ...... . Lesley Savage 
Bonny Joe , ee .., Jumbe 
Ghent Pontifex ........ William Dalrato 





Romeo Muller, director and ac- 
tor at Theatre-Go-Round, tries out 
a new script of his own here every 
season. This year he exploits the 
Bridey Murphy theme with a farce 
about two young lovers whose atf- 
fair is complicated by the fact that 
every time they meet, or even con- 
| verse by phone, they release a pol- 
|tergeist, a noisy, mischievous 

sprite. 

The boy is a young actor of mod- 
est intellect, a roving eye and a 
i firm conviction that he is another 
| Brando, The girl is just a pretty 
| girl who thinks she is in love with 
{him until she meets his brother. 
The latter, a publisher’s assistant, 
lrings in his boss, a woman whose 
|interests are divided between 
psychic phenomena and pursuing 
| the male—any male. 





| She in turn calls upon a hypno- 
| tist, who is incidentally a conduc- 
; tor on the Long Island Railroad, to 
;take both youngsters back into 
| time until they can find the begin- 
ining of their love in a 
/inecarnation and discover the iden- 
tity of the troublesome spirit. 

The play is original in treat- 
ment, deals interestingly and intel- 
ligently— tor a faree—with hyvpno- 
tism, and its dialog abounds in 
topical wisecracks. It is overlong 
and some of the situations are la- 
bored. Also, the characters, while 
amusing, have hardly more dimen- 
sion than caricatures. 

Best performances are those of 
Jay Warrenn as the boy, Paulette 
San Marchi as the Spring Bying- 
ton-character mother of the girl, 
| Tony Brande her Long Island 

tailroad-hating father, Tom Quinn 
as a policeman unhappy in his job, 
and William DaPrato the hyp- 
notist, Twyf. 


as 


as 


A Question of Marriage 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 15. 


Michael Ellis production of comedy by 
Steven Hill, based on “The Inhabitants 
of Stepanchikova,” by Feodor Dostoev 


| 


| 


| terminable, 


| 


Stock Reviews 


dence, so scenes that might be 
funny to, say, a Russian, remain 
merely baffling here. As a conse- 
quence, a sort of camaraderie de- 
velops among the patrons, such as 
at a fire, flood or other such spec. 
tacle. 

It may be that the show, with 
its disjointed approach and in- 
improbable denoue- 
ment, is meant to be something 
new in the theatre. Entirely reo:- 
ganized and re-directed, it might 
even be funny. But a less promis- 
ing opening night would: be hard to 
imagine. Ward, 





Dead on Nine 
East Hampton, N.Y., Aug. 17. 


Ron Rawson production of melodrama 
in three acts (seven scenes), by Jack 
Popplewell. Stars Barbara Britton; fea- 
tures Murray Matheson, Hugh Reilly, 


| George Turner, Myra Carter, Robert Car- 


|} roll, Directed by Ruth Rawson; settings 
and lighting, Peter Dohanos. At John 
Drew Theatre, Aug. 15-18, ’36. 
Tom Hammond ........ Hugh Reilly 
Robert Leigh ..... +... Murray Matheson 
Marion Dale ......... ° . Myra Carter 
Esmeralda Leigh ....... Barbara Britton 
Richard Farrow ........ . George Turner 
Gladys rere +--+. Faith Burwell 
NS eee Robert Carroll 
A not too time-worn plot and 
some interesting characters meet 


rough treatment in the imbalanced 
dramatie development of this mys- 
tery, which had a five-month run 
in London last year. Action capers 


| through a first act that makes little 


| ters 


previous | 


or no attempt to establish charac- 
and bogs down into almost 
endless explanations in the final 
scenes. The fact that the play’s 
two murders are committed off- 
stage forces an onstage recapituila- 
tion of the gory details, and the 


| dialog that accomplishes the recap 


becomes more narrative than dra- 
matic. 

Plot involves a second-rate play- 
wright and the wife he has mar- 
ried for money. In love with his 
secretary, the scrivener asks for a 
divorce. The wife, seeking to pay 
back hubby for ten years of love- 
less married life, refuses to grant 
the split. Husband and secretary 


| plot to kill the wife. 


sky. Stars Farley Granger; features Mar- 
tin Kosleck, Joan Copeland, Zohra Alton, 
Helene Dumas, Aileen Poe, Philip Ster 
| ling, Sandy Kenyon Frank London 
| Staged by Hill; settings, Hal Shater: 
lighting, Elliott Krancer. At Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., Aug. 
| 13-18, ’56. 

| Yeyor Farley Granger 
PE vita kwwssacebes nee Philip Sterling 
RE ee Frank London 
ED csandevcsec Sandy Kenyon |! 
PN 5 56646 e435 eben vases Palmer Ward 
PEP er rer ry ret vree Robin Row 
Ne ee ik ae Zohra Alton 
CL on vod. 5 605-3 an os bere Joan Copel:.nd 
Pe: tnbd eae i bolaa eo Che Owes Aileen Poe 
DP ts.o0saneS so aadsale Helene Dumas 
DM, Gata anéc ae eho neeed Martin Kosleck 
PINNED 5.6.66 ckinwas cdo nawees Saul Scher 


The only sustained laughter the 
opening night of “A Question of 
Marriage’ was when Martin Kos- 
leck, playing an Iago-like charac- 
ter, got off a spoonerism that may 


or may not have been in the script. | 


ence seemed embarrassed, not 
knowing whether or not it was 
time to laugh until along toward 


| the end when chaotic slapstick set 
in. 

“Question” is a farce about life 
and love on a bankrupt, pre-revo- 
lutionary Russian estate. Based on 
a tale, “The Inhabitants of Stepan- 
chikova” by Feodor Dostoevsky, 
it’s as confused as a Shakespeare 
comedy oniy not so funny. 

Farley Granger, who reportedly 
hoped to do the show to Broadway, 
plays the handsome but stupid 
young estate owner undecided 
whether to marry a dippy rich girl] 
to save the family property, or a 
| Zoverness and give the place to the 

peasants. The situation is compli- 
| cated by his mother’s devious boy- 
friend, skillfully played by Kos- 
| leck, who. tries to rig things in the 
rich girl’s favor. 


Granger is good. His dimwit 
| Yegor is not unlike the hero of 


| Dostoevsky’s “The Idiot,” and even 
;as scenes fall apart around him 


|and the audience is howling at the | 


| ineptitude instead of the situation, 
he maintains admirable nerve and 
| dignity. 

Joan Copeland is expressive as 
'the silly rich girl. Philip Sterling, 
j}an excellent straight man, plays 
Granger’s assistant. Sandy Kenyon 
| brings off a tough role as an im- 
| probable nitwit. Zohra Alton, as 
| the governess, uses “method” in- 
stead of acting. 


But acting is not enough. Author | 


|Steven Hill, who directs, never 
brings the audience into his conti- 


For the rest of the time the audi- | 


Plot kills secre- 
and plays 
distraught 


accuse her 


wite 
body 


misfires, 
tary, dispcses of 
cat and mouse’ with 
spouse, who can not 
without incriminating himsell 
Wirfe’s subsequent plot to kill 
hubby fails when he murders he: 
accomplice-lover. Final scene in 
which each is about to receive 
retribution for the crime the othe: 
committed is just too long and too 
improbable to carry. 

Barbara* Britton, billed as the 
“$64,000 Question Girl,” is not the 
answer in the role of the wife. Too 
attractive to be unloved, she lacks 
the technical skill to overcume 
inditferently written part. Murray 
Matheson is effective as the hus- 
band, but has been seen to better 


an 


,advantage. Hugh Reilly is relaxed 


and cavalier as the neighborhood 
bachelor and man of the world. 
Myra Carter brings feeling to the 
part of the hapless secretary and 
George Turner does well as the 
not-so-dumb country policeman. 
Robert Carroll, onstage only brief- 


ly, offers a neat delineation of a 
foot-in-mouth neighbor who can 
play the piano. 

Ruth Rawson's direction is in- 


telligent, moving and, in the light 
of script demands, almost heroic 


Peter Dohanos has provided a 
plausible interior of an English 
country bungalow and has lighted 


it effectively. 

Since the cliff-hangers and red 
herrings of this work are the ele- 
ments that require the most revi- 
sion “Dead” would seem to have 
very little expectancy beyond its 
present run, Hank. 


Local Priest Nixes ‘Tea’ 


At Clinton (Conn.) Barn 


21 





Clinton, Conn., Aug 
“Tea and Sympathy” ran into a 
local church thumbs-down when tt 
was produced several weeks ago al 
the Clinton Playhouse. Tabu issued 
by the parish priest apparent 
clipped attendance for the Robert 
Anderson drama, Curious angie 0! 
the nix was that no such action 
was taken in previous’ seasons 
against the strawhat’s presentations 
of “Moon Is Blue” and “I Am 4 
Camera,” both of which had draw 
church disapproval elsewhere. 
Despite that one-week downbeat. 
business has generally been good 
this summer at the barn, according 
to Charlotte Harmon, who has bee 
solo producer while her press- 
agent-husband Lewis Harmon ha? 
been werking on a Broadway show. 
Even the shift to a no-name, res'* 
dent company policy has not setl- 
‘ously crimped attendance. P %- 
gest draw to date has been the 
opener, “Solid Gold Cadillac,” with 
| Ethel Shutta featured guest lead. 
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Strawhats Go Picts One Better: 
See Same Competition (Plus Picts) 


St. Louis, Aug. 21. 

Not only the picture business is 
getting tough competition from | 
television and night baseball. Now 
eutdoor legit is viewing the situa- 
tion with alarm, with an extra fear- 
ful glance at home ai: --condition- 
ing. As the final angle, the film 
business itself, in the form of 
drive-in theatres, is seen as the 
b.o. menace. 

Even the Municipal Theatre 
Accn., which has been presenting 
alfresco musicals successfully for 
many years in Forest Park, is be- 
ginning to be aware of rivalry for 
the amusement-seeking trade. That 
was indicated last week by F 
McArthur, MTA musical conductor 
for the last 12 years, in a talk to 
the local Optimist Club. 

“It is growing more and more 
diff'cult to get people to come out 
to the park at night,” the batoner 
said. “That is because of the ad- 
vent of night baseball, the phe- 
nomenal growth of television and | 
the fact that most people now have | 
zir-conditioned homes that they 


7% 





Edwin | 


4 


‘Wonderful’ Versus ‘Fella’ 
For N.Y. Softball Title 


Softball teams from the casts of 
“Mr. Wonderful” and ‘Most Hap- 
py Fella” will compete for the 
John Golden Memorial Trophy to- 
morrow ‘Thurs.) in Central Park, 
N. Y., winding up the’ Broadway 
Show League’s second .ormal sea- 
son. 

The Actors Equity council re- 
cently 
the League, noting that it would 
cocperate in any manner which 


‘does not require physical activity 


don’t want to leave in the summer. | 


“The people who do come out 
don’t regret it,” the maestro as- 
serted. “During the opening night 
of ‘An Evening of Great Music,’ 
cently, for the first time in my ex- 
perience here there was whistling 
and cheering as we completed the 


re- 


piece. I think this week of grad 
opera is the greatest thing in the 
history of the city’s outdoor the- 


aire and I feel we owe this sort of 


seriousness to the public, as well as 


presenting music’s more frivolous 
side, 

“My musical colleagues in other 
parts of the country insist it’s Just 


not possible to go from. serious 
music to frivolity and fantasy. Yet 
atter doing grand opera last week, 
e'll turn to ‘Peter Pan’ this week, 
complete with full acling. costumes 
and sets 
“We've got to have new plays 
iat bring new material, and also 
e must keep our approach toward 
> old tones continuously fresh if 


e are the new 
especially with television, night 
baseball, drive-in films and home 
air-conditioning as competition.” 


Claiborne Foster Quits 
‘Cat’ in Billing Dispute; 
Mary Bell Succeeding 


Foste1 


to meet 





Claiborne 
On a Hot 
ling the show 


*, top-featured in 
Tin Roof.” is quit- 
at the end of this 
week because of a dispute over 
billing. The actress, who came 
out of retirement to succeed Mil- 
dred Dunnock as Big Mama in the 
rennessee Williams drama, will be 
replaced by Mary Bell. 

Miss Foster and her agent, 
n Liebling, first requested co- 
klar billing, after Alex Nicol, 
Juvenile lead in the Playwrights 
Co. production, was upped to co- 
Stardom with Thomas Gomez and 
Marjorie Steele. The management 
turned down that bid. but gave 
Miss Foster featured billing on the 
house boards in type of equal size 
lo that of the stars 


Cat 


; Wil- 
blal 


That failed to satisfv the actress. 


and she insisted on the equal-size 


e in the show's alphabetical ad 
ings in the dailies. Since that 
Would have involved added line- 
age, the management resisted and 
e matter finally went to Elia 
Kazan, who staged the play and 
Nas a decisive say on business as 
Well as artistic questions regard- 
ing it. He issued a flat turndown. 


Still not appeased, 
reiterated her 
Creased-size 
This time, 
Tusal, so 


Miss Foster 
demand for the in- 
billing in the ads. 
she received a firm re- 
she turned in her notice. 


Fred Clarks Costar 


Hollywood, Aug, 21. 
Fred Clark and wife, Benay 
Venuta, 


son, 





on, costar in “Pal Joey” at the 
C.\vie Playhouse, West Hollywood, 


challenge. | 


together with Gene Nel-| 


‘commonplace. 


on the part of its members, 





Flock of Actors 


um Producers 


A rash of legit actors are branch- 
ing out as producers. It’s a follow- 


up to a similar epidemic in the | 


film industry and a throwback to a 
onetime prevalent legit pattern. 
Presumably an influence on the 
flock of swingovers is the success 
of Maurice Evans and Elliot Nu- 
gent in their performer-to-manager 
moves. Evans’ recent credits in- 
clude co-sponsorship of ‘‘Teahouse 
of the August Moon” and “No 
Time For Sergeants,” both wallop- 
ing hits. 
in a big pavolf 
ducer of “Seven 
Oddly enough 
ge of performers aie planning 
their managerial bows this season, 
~otalng is reverting to acting as star 
of the forthcoming revival of “Ap- 
ple Cart.” The actor-to-producer 
lineup includes Burgess Meredith, 
David Wayne, Tom Ewell, Martin 
Gabel. Wendell Corey and Richard 
Ney, the last two have confined 
their performing to films in recent 
vears, 
Meredith, 
assig nment 


as 


iten.” 


rat +» 
ealeiy 


Year 


for a costarring 
on Broadway this scea- 
son in “Major Barbara,” has 
teamed with vet producer Court- 
nev Burr for his managerial] ac- 
tivities. The duo have three prop- 
erties under option and plan to 
launch the first, “Speaking of Mur- 
der,” this season. The other two 
are “Larger Than Life’ and a mu- 
sical, “The Girl From Sardi’s.” 
Wayne will be 
producer and costar 
Patrick,” skedded 
preem Oct. 3. Robert Douglas, a di- 
rector, will be associated with 
Wayne in the presentation. Ewell, 
who last starred on Broadway in 
“Itch.” has optioned Peter De 
Vries’ “Comfort Me With Apples,” 
which he plans to co-produce next 
season with Philip Langner. He 
may also appear in the production. 
* Corey has the rights to Max 
Wilk’s “Brass Section.” which he 


set 


doubling 
of “Loud Red 


for a Broadway 


as COo- 


‘plans to appear in and co-sponsor. 


Ney has a musical, “Too Little Time 
for Love” on his production sked, 
while Gabel, who co-produced 
and appeared in 
vre” on Broadway last 
has three properties on tap as co- 
sponsorship ventures. They're 
“Hidden ‘River,”” “Once More, with 
Feeling,” and “Serenade.” He’s 
currently costarring in the Broad- 
way produetion, ‘Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter.” 

Katharine Cornell has been 
own producer for many years, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
edjy done her one-woman shows 
under her own management. . In 
former times, actor-managers were 


het 
and 


has other 
ever, 


motivating factors, 
notably tax considerations, 


Just Call Me Director 


David (Cricket) Skilling, a mem- 





' ber of the resident company at the 


Starlight Theatre, Pawling, N.Y., 
will make his directorial debut 


|next week with the barn’s produc- 
‘tion of “Solid Gold Cadillac.” 


Karting Sept. 13. | He'll also appear in the Howard 
Producers are Sanford Scott and | Teichmann-George S. Kaufman 
A‘lan’ Kirk. | comedy. 


endorsed the activities of. 


Nugent was also involved 
} 
cO-pro- } 


while a large con- | 


“Reclining Fig- | 
season, | 


has repeat- } 


The present trend | 
how- | 


‘LOTSAHITS 
SUBSEA 


The road is apparently due for a 
relatively prosperous season. The 
bullish signs are presumably at- 
tributable to two major factors: the 





ness and the above-average lineup 
of scheduled touring shows. 
| As indicated by favorable reports 
‘from various key road cities, local 
subscriptions are running ahead of 
recent years. That’s probably a re- 
‘flection not only of the general 
prosperity, but also ef perking in- 
i terest in legit, possibiy stimulated 
by attractive lists of subscription 
shows. 

The indicated boxoffice surge is 
| relative of course. That is, it 
may top the figures for the last 
few seasons, but has no prospect of 
even approaching the level of 20 
or even 10 years ago. 

Broadway-establisbed shows set 
to tour will include “Janus,” “H: t- 
ful of Rain,’ “Matchmaker,” “The 
Lark,” “No Time for Sergeants,” 
i “Great Sebastians,” “Middle of the 
Night,” 
| Hunter,” “Chalk Garden,” “Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof,” “Fanny,” “Mr. 
| Wonderiul” and “‘My Fair Lady.” 
Already-touring entries likely to 

(Continued on page 58) 


Hub Censor Ahoy! 


Here Comes Cat 


Aug. 21. 
like to 





Boston, 
which boosters 
intellectual capital of 
America. is expected to revert 
soon io its periodic status the 
censorship capital. That’s rured 


3oston, 
call the 


as 


fig 


a cinch with the scheduling ot 
“Cat on a Hot Tin Root” to start 
its read tour here in November. 
Exact date and the theatre aren't 
set. 

The Tennessee Williams drama 
which copped both the Pulitzer 
and N. Y. Drama Critics Circle 
prizes for the 1954-55 season on 
3roadwayv, did not play the Hub 
during its tryout tour, and local 
interest in it is intense. The play 
drew some reformer attention 
even in normally blase New York, 
and comment from Gotham re- 
turnees is that it can hardly fail 


to raise the moral temperature of 
the low-boiling-point official Hub 
censor. 

As local eggheads are unhappily 
aware, Boston has something of a 
national reputation for taking 
moral objectiecn to plays, books 
and other forms of art generally 
found inoffensive elsewhere. Pos- 
sibly the most celebrated cases 
have involved Eugene O'Neill's 
“Mourning Becomes Electra’ and 
Maxwell Anderson’s Valley 
Forge,” both ef which were banned 
for public performance here. 


PLUSH COCONUT GROVE 





——~¢ 


What the theatre needs is more 
oil millionaires. That, at least. 
reflected in the setup at the Coco- 
nut Grove (Fla.) Playhouse. 

The theatre, operated by 
coon George S. Engle, is equipped 
With an amazing array of conveni- 
ences and accommodations for both 
audiences and actors Moreove) 
its being overhauled. The stage 
being enlarged for musicals, and 
the dining room = and .cockiail 
lounge are being refurnished and 
| redecorated. 
| A supper club, with a capacity 
of 300, is being added on the sec- 
ond floor and will feature dancing 
and entertainment. The Playhouse 
building also has six apartments 
and barbcr and beauty shops for 
the performers. In addition, Encle 
recently purchased a small hotel, 
; With a swimming pool, for use by 
i those connected with the theat:e. 
,/The hotel can accommodate 36 
| people. 

The Playhouse, which ended an 
inaugural 20-week season last 
‘June, is scheduled to reopen Nov. 
$12 on a year-round stock basis. 


1S 


oil. tv- 


Is 


TIONG 


continuing boom in general busi- 


“Will Success Spoil Rock | 


HOUSE GETS FACELIFT 








Rounseville on the Go 
In Legit, Radio, Concert 


Robert Rounseville is meeting 


himself coming and going up and | 


Gcown the scale these days. The 
tenor is currently rehearsing toc 
the lead in the Warwick (R.].) Mu- 
sic Theatre production of “Student 
Prince” next week. Prior to open- 
ing there, he’s booed tor a live 
radio stint on the ‘Woolworth 
Hour” on CBS next Sunday 

During his week at Warwick, 
he'll be out for the Wednesday 
(29) evening performance because 
of a prior Cleveland commitment 
to sing at a Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein program. William Stanz. a 
member of the “Prince” cast will 
sub for him that night. 


(25). 





Buff Strawhats 


Buffalo, Aug. 21. 

Mortality list in strawhat lineup 
is mounting currently. Two barns 
have folded within the past month 
and a third is suspending further 
legit performances until = after 
Labor Day. 

Darien Center Plavers 
Without explanation and 
Arts Academy folded when the 
Fire Dep't refused to license the 
premises for theatre purposes. 

Princess Theatre, Niagara Falls, 
Ont., concluded its leit pact 
show with Mae West's “Come On 
Up, King Twice” last week and 
will revert to motion pictures 
“until package shows are il- 
able,” according to Michael Zahow- 
owner. Gypsv Rose Lee was 
booked for Labor Day week 

Remaining in operation are Mel- 
edy Fair at North Tonawanda 
Grand Island Plavhouse I 
Shore Playhouse = and 
Playhouse. 


closed 
Theatre 


ave 
ave 


chak, 


wake 
Clarence 


‘PACIFIC’ STILL CHAMP 
MUSIC TENT GROSSER 


“South Pacific’ is still a box- 
office powerhouse. The latest 
proot of the musical’s draw is the 
extension of its run tor a third 
week at the Brandywine Music 
Box, Coneordville. Pa The tent, 
currently in its first season. had 
four previous shows, each playing 
one week. 

The Rodgers & Hammerstein 
tuner, which opened Aug. 6. was 
originally slated to close last Sat- 
urday (18). It’s been held over 
this week, however, and the sched- 
uled presentation of “Paint Your 
Wagon” ‘has been cancelled Kx- 
tension of the run necessitated sev- 
eral cast changes because of per- 
former cemmitments e'sewhere. 

After smash runs on Broadway 
and the road, “S.P.” was a _ tre- 
mendous grosser in stock last sum- 
mer, In some cases being instru- 
mental in keeping the entire sea 
son out of the red 


London’s Kenneth Tynan 


As Legit Critic in U. S. 
Kenneth Tynan. drama critic for 
the London Observer, reportediy 
confided to friends recently that 
he hopes ultimately to switch to 
the U. S., to. cover Broadway legit 
for an American publication. Pre- 
sumably he has in mind a weekly, 


since he has never had to meet a 
morning-after deadline. 

One of the most talked-about 
critics in London in many years, 
Tynan started with Lord Beaver- 
brook’s Daily Standard about six 
vears ago, doing a weekly review 
of the West End stage. He 
over the’ assignment from Beverly 
Baxter. He resigned after a pol-. 
icy dispute and some time later 
was hired by the Observer, to suc- 
‘ceed Ivor Brown. 


Go Into Barn 


took | 


AOS. Lesit Is Losing Majestic, Boston, 
Maybe Wilbur; 


Shuberts to esp 3 


Boston, Aug. 2). 

One and perheps iwo- “oston 
theatres may be lest to tert this 
season, They are the Majesce and 
Wilbur. Both have had sparse 
bookings in recent scasenrs, 

The Wilbur hes one levit book- 
ing, “Warbor Lights,” onening Oct. 
'4 for two weeks, b: fore reverting 


to the owners, Who have been leas- 
ing it to the Shuberts. The latter 
must relinquish it under the terms 
of a Government consent Cecree, 
The owners also have the Metro- 
| poltian Theatre, 


i The Majestic has been ased 
from the Shuberis by Benjamin 
Sack, owner of the Beacon Hill 
Theatre, a picture hovce, and will 
open Scpi. 17 with the film ver- 
sion of “Oklahoma.” Some #200,- 
000 worth of rebuilding is voing 
on at the oldtime legit in preoari- 


tion for its opening as a film bouse, 
Several local procucers have 
been eveing the Wilbur with a 
view to siock companic G. Shel- 
don Balloch, who with Cliivord N, 
| Lenox produced five weels of mu- 
cals at the John Hancock Theatre 
in a strawhat endeavor this season, 


,inspected the Wilbur this week 
jfor the possibility of doin siock 
musienIs, Larry Homer, who has 
been working on plens for a local 
,stock company, is also reportedly 
intcresied in the house. 

Afier Gisposing of the Wilbur, 
the Shuberis will be operit- 
ing only three docal  Urentres, 
‘the Shubert, Plymouth and Opera 
House. Incoming season locks to 

Continued on page 5: 


Sharon (Conn.) Ployhouse 
Gets Localites’ Backing 
To Foresta!l fe!deres 


In an offbcat maneuver for a 
small out-of-the-way barn the 
Sharon ‘Conn.) Plavrouse 3 cul 
rently offering its thicd ond final 
trvout of a 12-weel K This 
comparatively heavy conccnt lon 
on new material is only eo un- 
us ual feature ol the 400-seat 
Mquity-franchised operation. 

The silo was erreeted last vear 
after the local townspeople forined 
a corporation for the purnose. It 
was put un in place of a 200-seate) 
that had been run for four vears 
by Judson P. Phitinos, who = an- 
nounced that he was folding the 
showease after incurring a loss of 
about $130,000, 

The localites responded to the 
announcement by holding a town 
meet-ne and asking Philips to ex- 
plain his reasons for the shutter- 
in Aiter hearing the producer, 
thev tormed the corporation, with 
residents from Sharon and ne 
ommunities buying steck. Know 1 
coin was raised to build the n 
theatre, with Philips continuing as 
producer. 

The setup of the new house is 
such that it can be convert’ d to 
other uses. Plans are also being 
worked out to use the spot during 
the winter for various cu tural 
programs, including music and bal- 
let. Althuvugh Philips is in the pro- 
cuction seat. there’s also an oper- 
ating committee. ot stockholders 

siacking up inst the three 
trvouts thi ummel one last 
vear. The current enti s A 6 E. 
Kckliand'’s “Love Is a ‘Two-Way 
Si et co ring Albert Dekker 
und Edith Atwater. Prior preems 
this scmeste} Vere Hamilton 
Wricht’s “The Real Me’ and Dan- 
iel Schneider's “Paradise Gate.” 

Philips, incidentelly. is also an 
author, writing mysterics under 
the m, Hugh Pentecost. 


pseuqdaon\ 


‘Breeze’ Due in London 
Aug, 21 
a 


Glasgow, 
Roland Culver's 
“Head Over Hearts,” 
ing out at the King’s Theatre here, 
is set to open Sept. 5 at the 
Phoenix Theatre, London. It will 
revert to original title, “A River 
Breeze.” 
Czxst is headed 
vert, Naunton 


by Phyilis Cal- 
Wayne and the 


; author, 
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Legit Bits 


Ira Ashley, radio director, off to 
London last week to dicker with 
scripter William Rose for _ tne 


American rights to the British film, | 


Cy a 


ryenevieve.” He wants to turn it 
into a musical comedy. 


Mime Phil Bruns sxedded for aj} 


stand at The Open 


Sept. 10-11 : 
in a program of “Pano- 


Stage, N.Y., 
mania.” 
Production 
Millionaire” 
ager, C. Edwia Kanill; 
manager, Clayre Ribner; produc- 
tion stage manager, William We:2- 
ver; production assistant, Neil B. 
Smith, and pressegcnts Phyllis 
Per'tm:an and Mierian Byram. 


staff for “Happiest 
includes general man- 


Shepard Trauve has scheduled a| 


late November Broadway preem for 
“Bon Voyage,” new comedy by 
Ronald Alexarder, wno recently re- 
turned to the U. S. after six months 
in Europe. 

Stanley Greene is presenting a 
revival of “Rope” at the Playgoer’s 
Playhouse, N.Y. 

Faye Emerson will star in “Pro- 
tect've Custody.” 


Michael Abbott will be associate | 


— to David Susskind on “A 
ery Special Baby.” 


David Hayes will design the sets 


for “Long Day's Journey Into 
Night.” 
Robert Linden is production 


manager for “Auntie Mame.” 
price will be $10.50 for the New 
Year's eve performance of ‘Most 
Happy Fella.” 

Ronn Cummins is set for the role 
of the oldest boy in 
Lights.” | 

Joan Bennett will star in Alfred 
de Liagre Jr.’s touring production 
of “Janus,” opening Sept. 27 in 
Rochester. 

Claude Dauphin will make his | 
Broadway directorial bow with 
“Best House in Naples.” 

Boris Aronson will design 
sets for “A Hole in the Head.” 

Chicago’s Studebaker Theatre 
Co. begins its season Oct. 2 with 
“Androcles and the Lion.” 

“The Jamestown Story,” a new 
outdoor drama by Paul Green, is 
slated for a May 13, 1957, debut in | 
the vicinity of Williamsburg, Va., 
under the auspicies of the James- 


the 


town Corp. ; 
The legit rights to the comic) 
strip, “Penny,” have been pur-| 


chased by Charles Adams. 

Jean Stapleton departs Sept. 4) 
from the Broadway production of | 
“Damn Yankees” for a featured as- | 
signment in “Bells Are Ringing.” 

Anthony Brady Farrell, owner of | 
the Mark Hellinger Theatre, N. Y.., | 
and the Sacandaga (N.Y.) Summer - 


company | 


‘Harbor | 


‘dent and Vincent E. Cerow treas- | 
/ urer. 


| issued en 
| yours” newsletter to be published | 


|continuing as company manager. | 
— | fully in Germany, 


|Theatre, flew to Alaska last week 
for six weeks of hunting and fish- 
ing, 

Myron McCormick, featured 
actor in “No Time for Sergeants,” 
hospitalized with a throat ailment 


‘ast week at Harkness Pavilion, 
N.Y. 
Broadway pressagent Michel 


Mok back from a seven-week visit 
to his native Holland and a show- 
catching stopoff in London. 


after a summer stint as general 
manager of the Music Go Round, 
Somers Point, N.J. 

Martha Raye will star in “Bof- 
fola,” new revue scheduled for 
Broadway production this season 
by Harry Rigby and Herbert 
Jacoby. 

Michael Myerberg’s production 
or “The Ballad of Baby Doe” 
begins an _ out-of-town break-in 
Dec. 17 with a four-week stand at 
the Shubert Theatre, Washington. 

Richard Horner and Justin Sturm 
‘have teamed with Stanley Gilkey 


‘and Guthrie McClintic for the pro- | 


duction of “A For Adult.” 
William Thourlby has returned 
ito the cast of “Will Success Spoil 
' Rock Hunter.” 
Cliff! Hall and Malcolm Lee 
|Beggs are pinchhitting for the vaca- 
tioning Howard Freeman and Royal 


Top | Beal in the Broadway production | it started 


of “No Time For Sergeants” prior 
to moving over to the national 
company, which reopens Sept. l 
in Chicago. 

Sidney Lumet will direct Kermit 
Bloomgarden’s production of Arch 
Oboler’s “Night of the Auk.” | 

Irving Slosberg has replaced | 


er, Stephen Castle, is vice presi-| 


Slosberg and Castle control 
the Lehigh Petrolium Co., Norwich, 
Conn. 

The Actors Fund of America has | 
its first “Fundamentally 


| 
' 
! 
| 
} 
| 


| 

“every now and then.” | 
Beverly Kelley, quits as press- | 
agent for the touring “Teahouse,” 
next week to take a similar spot} 
ahead of Alfred Lunt and Lynn | 
Fontanne in ‘Great Sebastians.” | 
Howard Newman succeeds as “Tea- | 
house” p.a., with Eddie Runkle | 





Jay Russell handling the local 
drumbeating for the Cambridge | 


'(Mass.) Drama Festival production | 


of “Saint Joan,” starring Siobhan | 
McKenna. Phil Bloom is handling 


national publicity. 
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Singing 
STAR of 
RADIO, TV 
and 
MUSICALS 


LOIS 
HUNT 








Just Completed Starring Female Role in 


“THE GREAT WALTZ” 


STATE FAIR, DALLAS, TEXAS 


tru '* bd 
yocaiism is 


Metropolitan Opera background. 


is adorable in looks and magnificent vocally." 


turned over to prettiest and best soprano ever to 
brighten acoustics of the State Fair auditorium, Lois Hunt, with 





Miss Hunt, petite and lyrical, 


The Dallas Morning News, JOHN ROSENFIELD. 


“Lois Hunt, an attractive, vivacious soprano, was an added beauty 


spot and her vocal power added 


brilliance.” 


Dallas Times Herald, VIRGIL MIERS. 


Starring August 25th 


HOLLYWO 


0D BOWL 


~ Hollywood, Calif. 


Personal Management: JACK BERTELL 


527 Madison Avenue, New York 





Plaza 3-2153 


Da Costa’s Living 


Morton Da _ Costa, who 
clicked as- a_ director last 
season with “No Time for 
Sergeants” and “Plain and 
Fancy,” is now getting more 
staging offers than he can 
handle. 


At the moment, he’s agreed 
to direct scheduled’  Broad- 
way productions of “Auntie 
Mame,” ‘“‘Captain’s Paradise” 
and a musical version of “Ah, 
Wilderness,” plus a television 





Ben Boyar has returned to town! 


| cided to do it. 
| 1953, and the people involved ex- 


| Sonny Dorrance ....... 


spectacular for NBC. 








‘Godot’ Reopens in Paris; 


| Set for Repeat Click 


Paris, Aug. 14. 


Samuel Beckett's controversial 


| 
| ‘En Attendant Godot” (Waiting For 


Godot) is having a successful re- 


vival at the Theatre Hebertot, with 
practically its original cast. Excep- 
| tion is Roger Blin, who has been 
content only to direct this time. 
Here, as in London and New York, 
the surrealist piece has turned out 
to be something either hooted or 
| huzzahed. It looks to develop into 
|/a contemporary offbeat classic. It 
is now on the Right Bank, though 





; Bank three years ago. 
| Its theatre of origin, Babylone, 


3 is now gone, but though the title 


/character of “Godot” never appears 
the play seems here to stay. Blin 
first read it in 1950 as written di- 
rectly into French by Beckett, an 


|Harry Fromkes 1s president of the | Irishman and former associate of 
| Playhouse Theatre, N.Y. His broth-| James Joyce. It took three years 


to talk a theatre director into try- 
ing it, and then J. M. Serreau de- 
It opened Jan. 3, 


pected either catastrophe or tri- 
umph., 

“Godot” stirred up strong pros 
and cons from both audiences and 
critics. This stubbornly anti-con- 
formist play ran two years, with 
16 different actors alternating in 
the roles of the two garrulous 
tramps, the overbearing slavedriy- 
er and his twitching slave. 

It has since been done success- 
Italy, Switzer- 
land, Finland, Holland, Belgium, 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Tur- 
key, Brazil, Argentina, Japan and 
finally England and the U., S. It 
was financially successful every- 
where but on Broadway. 

The present cast here includes 
Lucien Raimbourg and Pierre La- 


| tour as the tramps, Jacques Remy 


as the slavedriver and Jean Martin 


as his slave. 





Show Abroad 


Young and Beautiful 
London, Aug. 16. 


London Arts Theatre Committee pres- 





its career on the Left | 
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Pearl Buck Authors 
‘White Bird’ for Legit 


Nobel and Pulitzer Prize novelist 
Pearl S. Buck has written an origi- 
nal play, tentatively titled, “The 
White Bird,” which Ted Danielew- 
ski will stage and co-produce on 
Broadway with a managerial asso- 
ciate still to be set. The authoress 
is also working on the book for a 
musical adaptation of Hilda Wern- 
her’s “My Indian Family,” which 
Oscar S. Lerman and Martin B. 
Cohen plan for Broadway produc- 
tion next season. 

Lerman is also involved in an- 
other scheduled Broadway produc- 
tion, “Me Papoose Sitter,”’ which 
_he and Leon Greenland plan to 
| preem next winter, 








| Legit Followup 


The Most Happy Fella 
(IMPERIAL THEATRE, N.Y.) 
_The vocally-taxing male lead as- 
signment in “Most Happy Fella” is 
|being given a neat workover at 





matinee performances by Richard | 


Torigi. The role was created by 
| Robert Weede and played by him 
_at the show's evening sessions. 

Torigi appears somewhat 
younger than Weede and sports a 
| well-groomed crop of hair (presum- 
_ ably dyed gray) whereas the latter 
is bald. The physical difference, 
though, detracts little from the ef- 
fectiveness of Torigi’s portrayal. 
The personal warmth of the aging 
vineyard owner is ably projected 
in his characterization and quality 
songstering. 


Despite its operatic treatment— 
usually a b.o. deterent—‘‘Fella”’ 
has been a virtual sellout since 
preeming on Broadway last May. 
It’s an appropriate reflection on 
the meritorious job dune Dy Frank 
Loesser in providing the book, ly- 
rics and music for this version of 
Howard's “They Knew 
What They Wanted.” 

Except for the male lead switch, 
the regular members of the cast 
play all performances. Their por- 
trayals add to the vitality of the 
Kermit Bloomgarden-Lynn Loesser 
production, as do: various other 
creative aspects, notably Jo Miel- 


| ziner’s picturesque sets. 


Incidentally, the Imperial Thea- 
tre cooling system was inadequate 
at last Wednesday’s (15) matinee 
performance, and the house became 
a Turkish bath. Jess. 








Boom Road Season 








Barn Touring Is Just 
Honeymoon for Carney 


On Strength of TV Rep 


Art Carney, who's become a per. 
sonality as regular on the Jackie 
Gleason tv show, bas been mop. 
ping up this summer on the straw. 





hat circuit. He's been making 
|scattered appearances in “Seven 
| Year Itch,” with business hitting 
| Capacity on all dates. 


| Grosses include $14,600 for nine 
|performances at the Cape Play- 
| house, Dennis, Mass., the week of 
‘June 30. Another $14,300 at the 
|Flamouth Playhouse, Coonames- 
| set, Mass., the week of July 18 
and $14,500 at the Ogunquit (Me) 
Playhouse last week. 

He’s currently appearing at the 
Theatre - by-the-Sea, Matunuck, 
|R. L, with a stand at the Ivoryton 
'(Conn.) Playhouse set for next 
week. 
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Majestic, Boston 


Continued from page 57 
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| be slower than last, which went 
down as biggest in 25 years and 
extended into the middle of June. 
So far, 15 productions are booked 
as against 20 at the same time last 
year. 


The Shubert is set for three mu- 
sicals, one after another, opening 
with “Li’l Abner” Oct. 2, followed 
by “Bells Are Ringing,” Oct. 22, 
and “Happy Hunting,” Nov. 13, all 
for three-week tryouts. The Col- 
onial opens Sept. 20 with “Too 
Late the Phalarope” for two-and-a- 
half weeks, followed by “Separate 
Tables,” Oct. 8 for two weeks, and 
the first musical for the Colonial in 
a couple of seasons, “Candide,” 
Oct. 29. 


The Plymouth opens Sept. 19 
with “Sixth Finger in a Five Finger 
Glove.” Shaw's “The Apple Cart” 
comes in Oct. 1 for two weeks, 
| “Best House in Naples” is due Oct. 
| 15, and “Very Special Baby” opens 
; Oct. 29. Season's first production 
; at the Opera House is the Royal 
Danish Ballet opening Oct. 3 for 
four days. Shaw’s “Major Bar- 
bara” opens Oct. 8, and the Old 
Vic Company of London is set for 
January. 


John Dutra will appear in “Bus 
Stop” next week at the Capri 
Theatre, Atlantic Beach, L. I, 
prior to going into the touring 
company of “No Time for Ser- 
geants,” which reopens Sept. 13 in 
Chicago. 











—maa= Continued from page 57 





continue include “Pajama Game,” 
“Damn Yankees,” “Boy Friend,” 
“Teahouse of the August Moon,” 
“Witness for the Prosecution” and 


| “Inherit the Wind.” 


For the key eastern cities, not- 
ably Boston, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington and New Haven, there will 


entation of comedy in three acts, by Sally | also be the customary crop of tour- 


Benson, based on short stories by F 
Scott Fitzgerald. Stars Lois Smith. Staged 
by Fred Sadoff. At Arts Theatre Club, 
London, Aug. 15, °56; $1.20 top. 
FOSERMING POLY .0ccccssccese Lois Smith 
Mr. Perry Jack Allen 
Mrs. Perry eee Barbara Lott 
Travis de Coppet........ Brian Bedford 
Anthony Harka Nicholas Brady 
Mrs Rosemary Johnson 
. Dudy Nimmo 
Mike Margan 
Richard Raphael 
. Jeremy Burnham 


coke eaae 
Lillian 


Ed Bement . 
Capt. Dicer .... 





Lois Smith has come to London 
to repeat her performance in “The 


| Young and Beautiful,’”’ which had 


an eight-week run in New York 
last season. In the irritating role of 


|a fickle New York teenager who 
| self-dramatizes every emotion and 
| falls 


no longer has any genuine feeling 
except frustration, she runs 
through all the tricks with facile 


| sophistication. 


It is a study of a budding 
|nympho, and the supporting char- 
iclters merely framing the varying 


facets of the central figure. The 
mid-1920’s type arouses little sym- 
|pathy here and no real concern 


| would arise about her enormous 
|exploits to warrant a wider audi- 
;}ence beyond this limited club en- 
| agement. 

| None of the other players at- 
|tempts to adopt the U.S. accent, 
| and nothing could be more English 
| than Jack Allen as the father., Bar- 
bara Lott is pleasantly maternal as 
| his wife, and the various beaux 
are agreeably handled by talented 
youngsters, the most promising 
and incisive being a newcomer 
from the provinces, Brian Bedford, 
as the eccentric young philosopher 
to whom the girl returns after all 
her experimental kisses have 
turned sour. 


Play is well directed by Fred 
Sadoff. Clem. 





~~ 


| 


| Chicago 


ing tryouts, 





Chi Subscriptions Up 
Chicago Aug. 21. 
Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Society's local 


is headed for one of its best years | 
since 1953 when it upped its an-| 


nual series to eight plays from six. 
office, managed by Har- 


|riet Watt, already has passed last 


} 
| 
| 


in and out of love until she | 


season’s mark of 13,420 subscrip- 
tions, with another six weeks re- 
maining before the order book is 
closed for the ’56-’57 semester. 
Again last season the Guild was 
one play shy of filling its eight- 
show subscription package. As of 
now, there are six definite tourers 


+logged in for current series, lead- 


ing off with “No Time for Ser- 
geants,” 
langer Sept. 13. 

Next in order are: ‘‘Witness for 
the Prosecution,” Selwyn, Sept. 24; 
“Hatful of Rain,” Harris, Oct. 8; 
“Great Sebastians,” Great North- 
ern, Oct. 22; “Damn Yankees, Shu- 
bert, Oct. 29, 


TG-ATS Frisco Sked 
San Francisco, Aug. 21. 

Lineup of Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
can Theatre Society subscription 
offerings set for Frisco this season 
include ‘Lark,’ starring Julie 
Harris; “Chalk Garden,” costarring 
Gladys Cooper and Judith Ander- 
son; “Hatful of Rain,” starring 
Vivian Blaine, and “Great Sebas- 
tians,” costarring Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne, 

Incidentally, Broadway press- 
agent Reginald Denenholz did 
some local campaigning for the 
subscription series before winding 





up a Coast vacation last week. 


which opens at the Er-| 











KOKO CLUB 


subscription setup | Phocnis, Adie, 


LOU IRWIN, Hollywood, Calif. 
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|# Dramatic Arts School with schedule 
|§ two years course’ covering = 3!! 
|§ branches show business including !e 
gitimate, motion picture, TV, etc, 
| has vacancy for competent principal. 
Students reside on campus. Facilities 

include 500 seat fully equipped mod- 
}f ern playhouse. Applicant must be 
|§ fully experienced and able teach and 
|f supervise staff. Situated within 100 
|— miles of New York. Post includes 
five-room cottage. Those interested 
in this position give full particulars 
of theatrical, teaching experience and 
state salary expected. 


Apply Box 168, VARIETY, 
154 West 46th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


| 
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REIOTY 
IMOGENE COCA 
JULES MUNSHIN 


Anniv : OSs y 
/ 
Aug.27-Sepe 2 


DIRECTOR 


Seeking a director to start rehearse! 
at once in New York of a new com 
edy. We are planning to open in ont 














WESTPORT 
COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE 
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of the Off-Broadway theatres. 


WRITE TO P.O. BOX 48, 
BOSTON 1, MASS. 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 





L.A. Hits the Skids; ‘Red Mill 52446, 
‘Yankees $50,000, ‘Inherit’ $27,600 


Los Angeles, Aug. 21. 
Cab strike and the political con- 
vention telecasts apparently bit 
into local legit last week, with only 
“Inherit the Wind” immune. Other 
three offerings dipped in varying 
degrees. “Damn Yankees” wound 





+ 
vv 


its run on the downbeat over the | 


weekend and was replaced last 

night (Mon.) at the Philharmonic 

Auditorium by “Boy Friend.” 
Estimates for Last Week 


Damn Yankees, Philharmonic 
Aud (MC) (7th wk) ($4.95; 2,670; 
$65,000) (‘Bobby Clark). Skidded to 
$50,000 ‘including tax on the non- 
profit presenation; net would be 
about $46,500) for the final; pre- 
yious week, $55,100. 

Desk Set, Carthay Circle 
(5th wk) 
800) (Shirley Booth). Slumped to 
$22.500 (including tax on the non- 
profit presentation; net would be 

$20,250), still profitable, previous 
week, $31,500; closes next Saturday 
25). 

Inherit the Wind, Huntington 
Hartford (D) (5th wk) ($5.20-$4.95; 
1.024; $31,000). Moved up slightly 
with the end of the cut-rate thea- 
tre parties late in week to hit $27,- 
600, best so far; previous week, 
$27,000; closes Sept. 1. 

Red Mill, Greek Theatre 
(Ist wk) ($44,470; $68,000) 
Gilbert, Gil Lamb, Irra Pettina). 


(C) 


(OP) 


Okay $52,500 for first seven per- | productions 


| for 


($4.20-$3.85; 1,518; $34,- | 


| Sanders 
Harvard U., 


| formances 
| Shaw 


‘Pajama’ $25,200, D.C. 


Washington, Aug, 21. 

Television viewers glued to their 
sets for the Thursday and Friday 
night (16-17) proceedings of the | 
Democratic convention cut attend- 
ance last week for the fifth stanza | 
of “Pajama Game” at the National, 
but the musical still drew a nice 
$25,200. 

The show 
go, afier 
redecoration 
“Li'l Abner” 


has another week to 
which the theatre closes 
until Sept. 17, 


when comes in’ for | 





| 


marked the 


; son. 


2-Town Ohio Bard Fest 
A Hit at Toledo, Antioch 


Toledo, Aug. 21, 

More than 40,000 persons have 
attended Ohio's Shakespeare-un- 
der-the-Stars Festival, which this 
year has spread to Toledo’s Zoo 
Amphitheatre after four years on 
ithe campus of Antioch College in 
| Yellow Springs, O., more than 100 
' miles away. 

The Toledo Zoological 
and the Area Theatre of 
| College, co-sponsors of the Festi- 
val, reported that Toledo attend- | 
'ance would pass the 17,500 mark | 
after the Aug. 19 performance of 
|‘*Measure for Measure.” The play 
completion of 


Society 





Antioch | st 
| tion 


'the rap this week. 


59 


B way Dips, But Some Shows Climb; 
Wonderful’ $46,700, ‘Faces’ $20,600, 
Pajama 286, ‘Cat’ 20.46, Matew’ 12146 


Business on Broadway slipped 
for most shows last week. Trade- | 
sters blamed the drop on competi- 
from the tv coverage of the 
Democratic National Convention. 
|It’s the Republicans’ turn to take 
However, busi- 


| 


|ness generally took a jump Mon-. 


eight | 


weeks of the 1l-week Festival sea- | 


The attendance for 
-period at Yellow Springs reached 


What's said to be the first preem | 22,600. 
of a musical in Washington in 20 | 


years. 


Siobhan’s ‘Joan’ $9,600 (5), 





Cambridge Drama Fest. b> 


Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 21. 
Cambridge Drama Festival in ! 
Theatre, 1,100-seater at | 
set a record with 
Siobhan McKenna in “Saint Joan” 
with $9,600 for the first five per- 
and is heading for $14,- 
first full week. The 
which opened last 


the 
revival, 


| Wednesday (15) and holds through 


(Paul | 


Sept. 1 has been a sell-out since 
opening. 
Previous record was for “Beg- 


second of the three 
staged this season, 


gar’s Opera,” 


formances of final offering of al | which did $8,800 for the first four 


fresco season, 
day (25). 


‘Wish’ Passable 376, K.C.; 
‘King,’ With MacDonald, ‘ 
Follows Film Version 


Kansas City, Aug. 21. 

Starlight Theatre's 
duction of the season, “Wish You 
Were Here,” grossed, a moderate 
$37,000 for the week ending Sun- 
day night (19). The musical drew 
moderate notices from the critics, 
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ninth pro- | 


and rated heavy publicity on the) 


appearance of local boy Arnold 
Siang in the opus, 

Season's finale, ‘‘King and _ I,” 
opened last night (Mon.) as the 


expected bonanza of the schedule. 
It stars Jeanette MacDonald, with 
Leonard Graves, Terry Saunders, 
Dorothy Coulter, Glenn Burris and 
Fred Harper. It’s figured the show 


may hit around $70,000 for the 
first week, and it stays a second 
stanza. If it’s up to anticipation, 
it will bring the Starlight season 


in at about the projected season’s 
total of $550,000. 

Chere is considerable conjecture 
as to the effect of the film “King,” 
\hich played five weeks in Fox 
Midwest houses, ending Aug. 


Playhouse 


| by 


| VARIETY, 


| house 


14, | 


only about a week before opening | —Litehfieid 


of the musical on the Swope Park | 


theatre stage. The picture did sock 
biz, garnering $63,000 in its stay, 


but estimates are that it will pos- | 


sibly hypo the stage version, espe- 
cially with the Jeanette MacDon- 
aid name as a draw outdoors. 


PETER’ SOARS TO 4936 





| Northland 


FOR ST. L. MUNY WEEK | 


St. Louis, Aug. 21. 
The Municipal Theatre Assn. 
Stage in the 10,000-seat alfresco 
pPlaynouse in Forest Park was well 
Suited for the flying stints in 
“Peter Pan” last week, and 

musical version of the 
Classic drew a nifty $49,500. 
tured in the cast 4 
Deel, Martyn Green, Ruth Matte- 
80 Roy Urhausen and Ruth 
Schumacher. A scheduled Sunday 
(19 performance was rained out. 


lhe season is entering the home 


Fea- 
were Sandra 





Siretch with a 14-night run of 
Z ismet’” opening last night 
Mon.) with a cast is headed by 

Norwood Smith and Margot Moser. 
The $3 top continues. 

(Aug. 20-Sept. 2) 

ant’ Friend—Philharmonic Aud., L.A. 

Damn Yankees (2d Co.) (Bobby Clark)— 
tran, S.F. (20-1 

e Desk Set (Shirley Booth)—Carthay Cir- 
©. L.A. (20-25). 
inherit the Wind (2d Co.) (Melvyn 

Kias)— Huntington Hartford, L.A. 


(20-1) 


, Lark (Julie Maszis)—Opera House, Cen- 
gi City, Col. (20-1). 

BR, iama Game (2d Co.) (Larry Douglas, 
Wer West, Betty O’Neil)—National. 


ach 


(o>) (20-25); Royal Alexandra, Toronto 


p," eahouse of the August Moon (Larry 
—Geary, S.F. (20-1) 


Witness for the ee Te 


8. (20-, 


the | 
Barrie | 





Closes next Satur- | performances and $12,000 for the 


first full week. First production 
of the new group’s strawhatter 
was “Henry V.” 

“Saint Joan” goes next to the 
,Plavhouse in the Park, Phila- 
delphia, and then into the Phoenix 

Theatre, N.Y., opening Sept. 4. 


Stock Tryouts 


(Aug. 20-Sept. 2) 








Affair of Murder, by Mignon G. Eber- 
hart—Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. €28-2). 


American Countess, musical comedy by | 
John F. Grahame and Alexander Maissel 
Milford (Pa.) Theatre (20-21) 

Ange! by Accident, by Fred Carmichael 
—Dorset (Vt.) Playhouse (24-25). 
Beasop’s Fables (Beatrice Lillie), revue 
—Famous Artists Country Playhouse, 
Favetteville, N.Y. (20-25); 
(27-1) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
July 4, °56). 

Career, by James Lee—Alley Theatre, 
Houston, Tex. (28-1). 
Is Your Honeymoon Really Necessary, 
E. V. Tidmarsh—Flat Rock (N.C.) | 
Playhouse (28-1). 

Love Is a Two-Way Street (Albert Dek- 
ker-Edith Atwater), by A. E. 
Sharon (Conn.) Playhouse (21-25). 
by Maura 
(21-2) 
Irish 
Feb. 
“Tolka Row’’). 
Rhom, by Larry 
Russell-—W estport 
house (27-1) 
Roll ‘Em, 
(28-2). 
Saint Joan (‘Siobhan McKenna)- 
Theatre, Cambridge, Mass. (20-1). 
Smile of the Moon, by Lawrence Slade 
(Conn.) Playhouse (21-26). 
Vanderbilt, Turhan Bey, 
adapted by Edward Cho- 
dorov from Ferenc Molnar’s “Olympia’’— 
Paper Mill Playhouse, Milburn, N.J. (21- 
2) (Reviewed in VARIETY, Aug. 15, ’56). 
Sticks and Stones (Hermione Gingold), 
revue—Cincinnati (O.) Playhouse (20-25); 
Playhouse, Det. (28-2) (Re- 
veiwed in VARIETY. July 18, ’56), 
Sudden Spring (Celeste Holm), Elihu 
Winer’s adaptation of Halstead Welles’ 
play—Ogunquit (Me.) Playhouse (20-25); 
|} South Shore Music Circus, Cohasset, Mass. 
| (27 1) (Oviginal Broadway version, titled 
‘A Temporary Island,’ reviewed in VA- 
| RIETY, March 18, °48). 

Voice of Strangers (Ethel Waters), by 
oy Bailey—Iivy Tower Playhouse, Spring 
Lake, N.J. (20-1). 

Welcome Darlings (Tallulah Bankhead), 
revue—lIvoryton (Conn.) Playhouse (20-25); 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis. Mass. (27-1) (Re- 
viewed in VARIETY, July 25, ’56). 
Whiat’s the Rush (Robert Q. Lewis), 
revue—Playvhouse in the Park, Philadel- 
Phia (20-25); Melody Circle, Allentown, 
Pa. =" (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 
18, °56) 


(Prior 
original 
15, . "36, 


Ward and 
(Cenn.) Country 


Theatre 
of this 


U.S. produc- 
reviewed in 
under 


tion 
Gordon 
Play- 


revue—Groton (Conn.) Play- 


Sanders 


Spe (Gloria 
Violet Heming), 


x 


SCHEDULED N. Y. OPENINGS 


(Theatres indicated if set) 
Loud Red Patrick, Ambassador (10-3). 
Marbor Lights, Playhouse (10-4), 
Sixth Finger, Longacre (10-5) 
Reluctant Debutante, eth (10-10). 
Too Late Phalarope (10 
Double in Hearts, Golden ”10-16). 
Apple Cart, Plymouth (10-18). 

Li‘t Abner, St. James (Wk. 10-22). 
Old Vic, Winter Garden (10-23). 
Separate Tables, Music Box (10-25). 
Separate Rooms (10-25). 
Happiest Millionaire (10-29). 
Long Day’s Journey, Hayes (wk 10-28). 
Major Barbara, Beck (10-30). 
Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (10-31), 
Sleeping Prince, Coronet (11-1). 
City Center Drama Season (11-7). 
Best House in Naples, Lyceum (11-8), 
Child of Fortune, Royale (11-12). 
Very Special Baby, Belasco (11-14). 
Girls of Summer, Longacre (11-19), 
Candide, Beck (11-22). 
Build With One Hand (11-28). 
Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (11-29). 
Uncie Willie (12-3). 
Happy Hunting, Majestic (12-6). 
Hole in Head (12-12). 
Visit Small Planet, Booth (1-9). 
Waltz of Toreadors (1-17). 

(Wk. 2-18). 


13 Daughters, Wint. Gard. 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Nobody’s Child, Open Stage (3-22). 
Saint Joan, Pioenix (9-4). 
Rendezvous Vienna, Barbizon P. (9-13). 
Take a Giant Step, Jan Hus (9-25). 
Absalom, Fischer Hall (9-27). : 


Sea Gull, 4th St. (10-9). 
Hamlet, St. Ignatius (10-17), 


title, | 


} 


| 





Both locales reported top busi- 
ness for ‘‘Hamlet,” “King Lear,” 
“Comedy of Errors,” and ‘Much 
Ado About Nothing,” in that order. 
|Other shows given this summer 
“All's Well that Ends Well,” 
“Love's Labour's Lost,” and 
| “Measure for Measure.” All seven 
begeee are being repeated in 
repertoire period to continue 
ough Sept. 9. 


‘Witness’ $28,300, 
Teahouse’ $24,500, 
Friend $42,700, S.F. 


San Francisco, Aug, 21. 
It may or may not have been 
the effect of Republicans converg- 
ing on this convention city, but 
business at all three legit houses 
was excellent last week. 
“Witness for the Prosecution” 
evidently was building into a prof- 
itable stand at the Alcazar, with a 


thr 





| $2,100 gross increase in its second 
| week. Fifth frame of ‘Boy Friend” 
| at the Curran, despite end of four- 


| week Civic 
| tion, 
| figures, 
| gust Moon,” 


Somerset (Mass.) | 


Curran last night 


Eckland— cazar 


| 929) | 


Laverty—Olney | Jessel). 





showed 
and 


highly respectable 
“Teahouse of the Au- 
in the fourth week of 
its second run at the Geary, did 
very nicely. 
“Damn Yankees” opened at the 
(Mon.) on sub- 
| Scription. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Witness for the Prosecution, A]l- 
d wk) ($4.95; 1,147; $32,- 
rancis L. Sullivan, Patricia 
Encouraging $28,300; pre- 
| vious week, $26,200. 
Boy Friend, Curran 
($5.40; 1,752; $52,000). 
700; 


(5th wk) 


previous week, $48,200. 


Teahouse of the August Moon,/ing Smith), 


| Geary (4th wk) a 1,550; $37,- 
000) ‘Larry Parks). Fair $24, 500; 
previous week, $26,500. 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 


Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Caine Mutiny, Lon. Hipp. (6-13-56), 
Chalk Garden, Haymarket (4-11-56). 
Doctor in House, Vic. Pal. (7-30-56), 
Dry Rot, Whitehall (8-31-54). 

Family Reunion, Phoenix (6-7-56). 
For Amusement — Apollo (6-5-56). 
Gigl, New (5-23-56 

Hotel Paradiso, Wint. Gard. (5-2-56), 
Mouse by Lake, York’s (5-9-56). 
Kismet. Stoll (4-20-55). 

Likely Tale, Globe (3-22-56). 

Long Echo, St. James’s (8-1-56). 

Man Alive, Aldwych (6-14-56). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
Night of 4th, Westminster (6-29-56). 
Pajama Game, Coliseum (10-13-55). 
Paris by Night, Prince Wales (4-9-55). 
Piain & Fancy, Drury Lane (1-25-56). 
Piume de ma Tante, Garrick Stee 
Quere Fellow, Comedy (7-24- 
Rainmaker, St. Mart. (5-31- sa). 
Reluctent Deb, Cambridge (5-24-55). 
we natee! Old Vic (9-7-55). 

Romanoff & Juliet, Piccadilly (5-17- 
Salior Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Seagull, Saville (8-2-56). 

South Sea Bubble, Lyric (4-25-56). 
Spider's Web, Savoy (12-14-54). 

Such Is Life, Adelphi (12-14-55), 

To My Love, Fortune (6-6-56). 

Waltz of Toreadors, Criterion (3- at: 56). 
Young & Beautiful, Arts (8-15-56 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
No Time Sgts., Her Maj. (8-23-56), 
Mr. Bolfry, Aldwych (8-30-56). 
Towards Zero, St. James’s (9-4-56), 
River Breeze, Phoenix (9-5-56), 
Children’s Hour, Arts (9-19-56), 


TOURING 








Bed 

Can-Can 

Daughter ef Desire 
D‘Oyly Carte Opera 
Free Love 

French Without Tears 
Girl Called Sadie 
Head Over Hearts 
King and 1 

Lilac Time 

Mr. Bolfry 

Saturday Night at the Crown 
Teahouse of the August Moon 
This Happy Home 
Too Young to Marry 
Towards Zero 

Trip to Bountiful 
Twinkle 

Under Milk Wood 
Water Gipsies 

Wife For A Night 


the same | 


| the 
| time because of last Saturday 








| 800; 


it~ | (Josepl 
Light Opera subscrip- | en 


day night (20). 

Swingover of “Hatful of Rain” 
to twofers boosted it substantially. 
while “Mr. Wonderful” also reg- 
istered a sturdy increase. Most | 
Happy Fella” was the top-grosser | 
of the week, beating “My Fair 
Lady,” which was knocked out of 
capacity lineup for the first 
(18) 
night’s cancelled performance. 

“Fella” and “No Time for Ser- 
geants”’ were the only entries to 
go over the capacity mark. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi 


cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta). 
Other parenthetic designations 


refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal and 
5% City tax, 
i.e., exclusive of tax. 

Cat on a Hot Roof, Morosco (D) 
(74th wk; 588: $6.90: 946: 
(Thomas Gomez, Marjorie Steele, 
Alex Nicol). Previous week, $20,- 
last week, over $20,500, 

Damn Yankees, 46th St. (MC) 
(68th wk; 540; $8.05; 1,297: $50,- 
573) (Gwen  Verdon). Previous 
week, $47,700; last week, almost 
$45,400. 

Diary of Anne Frank, 
(46th wk; 365; $5.75; 1.036: 
Schildkraut), 
week, $20,500; last 
$19,700. 

Fanny, Majestic (MD) (94th wk: 
748; $7.50; 1,625: $62,968) (Law- 
rence Tibbett, Billy Gilbert). Pre- 
vious week, 26,700 on twofers;: last 


Cort (D) 
$28.854) 
Previous 
week, almost 


| week, almost $25,100 on twofers. 


Hatfull of Rain, Lyceum (D) (41st 
wk; 325; $5.75-$4.60: 995: $23.339) 
(Vivian Blaine). Previous week, 


| $8, 800; last week, nearly $11,700 on 


twofers; 


} 
; 
} 


| 


Nice $42,- | 





moves Sept. 10 to the 
Plymouth Theatre where it will re- 
main until Oct. 13 prior to begin- 
| ning a road tour Oct. 15 in Chicago 

Matchmaker, Royale (C) (37th 
wk; 296; $5.75; 1,050; 
(Ruth Gordon, Eileen Herlie, 
Moves Nov. 12 to 
the Booth Theatre where it’s sched- 
uled to remain until Jan. 5 prior 
to beginning a road hike in Chi- 


cago. Previous week, $12,700; last 
week, over $12,500. 

Mr. Wonderful, Broadway (MC) 
(22d wk; 172; $7.50-$6.90; 1,900: 
$71,000). Previous week, $44,800; 


last week, nearly $46,700. 


but grosses are net; | 


$31,000) | 


$31,000) | 
Lor- | 


Most Happy Fella, Imperial ( Mp) 
(16th wk; 124; $7.50; 1,427; $57,- 
875). Previous week, $58,100; last 
week, almost $58,000. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(23d wk; 180; $7.50; 1,551: $64- 
240) ‘Rex Harrison, Julie An- 
drews). Previous week, almost | 
$65,200; last week, almost $56,100, 


with $9,067 lost last Saturday (18) | 
night when the*performance was 
cancelled mid-way through the 
first act. Tom MHelmore, pinch- 
hitting for costar Rex Harrison, 
who was out because of a throat 
infection, was unable to continue 
the performance because of 
laryngitis. Helmore went on 
for Harrison last Friday evé and 
Saturday matinee and is dittoing 
this week until Harrison returns. 
Earlier in the week, Harrison’s co- 
star Miss Andrews was out of the 
show with a bad throat. Lola 
Fisher subbed. 

New Faces of 1956, Barrymore 
(R) (10th wk; 76; $7.50-$6.90; 999; 
$38,577). Previous week, $22,000: 
last week, almost $20.600. 

No Time for Sergeants, 
(C) (44th wk; 348; $5.75-$4.60; 
1,331; $38,500). Previous week, 
$38,700; last week, over $38,600. 

Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
(119th wk; 948; $6.90; 1,615; $52,- 
118) (John Raitt, Eddie Foy Jr., 
Julie Wilson). Previous week, 
$27,900; last week, over $28,000. 

Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 
Shubert (C) (45th wk; 356; $5.75; 
1,453; $41,668) (Jayne Mansfield, 
Walter Matthau, Martin Gabel). 
Previous week, $13,800; last week, 
nearly $13,300. 

OFF-BROADWAY 

Dorian Gray, Bleecker St. 
56). 

Iceman Cometh, Circle in Square 
(5-8-56). 





-" 


- 


| the 


Alvin}, 1 
| its first year, 





(8-16- | 


‘actress 


Man of Destiny, Downtown (5- 
21-56). 

No Exit, Theatre East (8-14) 

Threepenny Opera, de Lys ‘9- 
20-55). 

Uncle Vanya, 4.) St. (1-31-56) 


World's My Oyster 
house (7-31-56). 


Liberace Freres-‘Waltz’ 


$59,860 vt Nw ecx, Dallas 


» Actor's Pliye 


allas, Aug. 21. 
Holdover seal of “Great Waltz” 
at State Fair Musicais grabbed a 


nifty $59,800 for 
periormances throu 


the closing seven 
<li last Sunday 


(19) matinee. Clear, how weather, 
with the mercury at 101-107 dee 
grees daily, didn’t hamper the b.o. 
Produced by managing director 
Charles R. Meeker Jr., the Johann 
Strauss tuner siarred Liberace and 
brother George Lyeocrace in their 
initial legit roles. 

“Show Boat.” sixth and final 
staging of the 15th season, opened 
a 14-performance run last night 
(Mon.) Jerome Kern revival, also 


produced by Mecker, siars Shirley 
Jones ard features William Tabe- 
bert, Betty Colby, Margaret Hamile 
ton and Lawrence Winters. 





Ont. Season 3006, 


Conn. Un to 286 


Stratford. Ont., Aug. 21. 

Gross for eight of the Shakee 
speare Festival's nine weeks was 
$360,405. Attendance was down 
around 5,000 from last year’s 126,- 
791. Ninth week ended last Satur- 
day (18) and there was an extra 
benefit performance Monday (20) 
for the family of Jate actor Fred- 
erick Valk, who appeared here last 
year. Final week's take hasn't 
been announced, 

Company left today ‘Tues.) for 
Montreal, which gave ii a civie re- 
ception at 10:30 on St. Helen’s Is- 
land, It flies tomorrow ‘Wed.) to 
the Edinburgh Festivai to do 
“Henry V” and “Oedipus Rex,” re- 


turning Sept. 17 

Skip Manley, 
who planned and erected the 
tre tent here, will dismantle it 
the, last time next Saturday (25). 
A few days later work will start 
on construction of the new perma- 
nent theatre. The necessary $984,- 
000 is now assured, 


circus big-top man 
thea- 
for 


Conn. Bard $28,000 
Stratford, Conn., Aug. 21. 
Continuing upward curve. of 
American Shakespeare Festival 
| Theatre, abetted by acceptance of 


|*Measure for Measure” and “The 
Taming of the Shrew,” brought 


the house to the season's top gross, 


$28,000, for the eight shows 
through Sunday (19 

Saturday's (18) SRO with “Meas- 
ure” set the alltime record for the 
two-year-old theaire, $5,815, and 
“Shrew” came pretty close the 
preceding night. “King John” had 
| emaciated biz in its only perform- 
ance Wednesday matinee (15). 


Season winds up Se ppt. 


9. 


Cambridge Drama Fest 
‘Significant’: Gov. Herter 
Boston ok. 
Cambridge Drama Festival 
was cited by Gov. Christian A, 
Herter last week for its “signif- 
icant contribution to the American 
stage.” Festival producers William 


Aug. 


The 


Morris Hunt, Brvant Haliday, 
Miles Morgan and Michael Wager 
were present at the ceremonies at 


State House here 

The governor’s citation read, “In 
the Cambridge Drama 
Festival has already become a sig- 


nificant contribution to the Ameri- 
can stage. I am most delighted 


that the Festival is proving to be 
such a successful one and that it 
is of both national and interna- 
tional importance. I am pleased 
that the Festival has become an 
integral part of our Massachusetts 
culture.” 

Opening at Sanders Theatre, 
1,100-seat house on the Harvard U, 
campus, three productions have 
been presented. ‘iney are “Henry 
V,” “Beggar’s Opera” and the cur- 
rent “Saint Joan,” starring Irish 
Siobhan MeKenna, 
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Caribbean Islands 


+++++4By PAUL 





The islands of the Caribbean, 
have two taings in common—sun- | 
shine and socd money. The form-| 
makes a concert tour pleasant. 


er 
The latier c2n make it profiiahze. | 

The biggest islands are Cuba, | 
Dominican Republic and Hatti 


(they share an island), and Pucrto 
Fico. As usual in Latin America 
travel is all by plane. 


A tour of the Caribbean may 
start in Havana. Tnere, the ciet 
sponsor is the Sociedad Pro Arte 


Musical, one of the world’s largest 


musical societ’es. It has several 
thousard mem ers, ard runs a dou-| 
ble series, with each artist per-| 
forming twice, Gne on the acier-| 


noon series et d once on tne even-| 
ing serics. Pro Arte presents from 
15 to 20 ariists a season, taking) 
advantage of proximity to the U.S. 
in booking talent. Arcists are pro- 
vided by Erresio de Queszda. As 
a sample of the calibre, here are 
some of this past season's names: 
Rubins-ein, Siern, Serkin, d? los} 
Angeles, New Orleans Symphony, 
Salzburg Marionette Theatre. T r< 
society hrs its own hall, called the 
Teatro Auditor‘'um.- It also runs 
an opera seecon. 

Havana's strong booking position | 
has had the cffect of fostering con- | 
certs in other parts of the is'and. | 
An artist can play a week in Cuba, | 
going from Havana to Coma xuey | 
to Santa Clara to Santiago. Each} 
! 
| 
| 


c 


x 


» 


town has its Pro Arte series, pres- 
enting from four to eight artists 
yearly, chosen from among those 
who come for the big series in| 
Hovana, 

Hotels in Havana are good, but} 


exvens ve in the tourist scason, | 
October to May. Always reserve 
rooms in edvance, because they're 


packed much of the year. | 
The Cuken peso is interchange- | 
able with te U.S. dollar, | 
Haiti Uncertain 
Cuba's reicthbor to the is 
Haiti. Tho Iotter is a very poor] 
country, and bookings there, 
though possikle, are uncertain. 
Next door to Haiti is the Pomi- 
nican Revubl'c, who cavital is] 
Ciudad Truiillo, named by the | 
country’s dectator for  himsel’. | 
There, the Sociedad Pro Arte is! 
two years old and has 170 mem-} 
bers, some of whom kick in the | 


East 


> 


difference when there's a_ loss. 
They present about seven events 
per season, which Quesada sells 


the young series grow. 
The hall is a radio studio called | 
La Voz Dominicana, and seats 709. 


Guiding svirit of the series is 
Ninon de Brouwer. 
Ciudad Trujillo boasts several 


Miami-type hotels, deluxe but ex- 
pensive. Among them are the Am- 
bassador, the La Paz, and the Jara- 


gua. The Dominican peso is worth 
a buck. 
The U.S. commonwealth island 


of Puerto Rico, which is progres 
ing economically by leaps and 


bounds, has a terrifie concert life. | 


Chief promoters of cultural activi- 

ties are the U. of P.R., and the Pro 

Arte societies all over the island 
Active University 

The University, located near the 

capital of San Juan, uses student 

activities funds to bankroll a 


| cranical 


| ouS 


Concert Boomlet’ 


PIMSLEUR ¢44444444+4+4¢4+4¢¢¢4 
seda and with New York manage- 
ments. Inez Acevedo is president. 
The La Perla Theater seats 1,052. 





Next largest town is Mayaguez, | 


Trere, Pro Arte has 400 subscrib- 
ers and presents from 10 to 12 


events per season. They are some-| 


times 
Colleze 


aided financialiy by 
of Agriculture and Me- 
Arts, which is located in 
Mayaguez. They have three thea- 
tres, with capacities of 700, 1,000, 
ond 1,200. Atilano Fernandez is 


| prosident. 


The town of San German has a 
Pro Arie series with 600 members 
(holstered by the student body of 
the nearby Polvtechnic College). 
Conccris are given in the college 


aud‘torium, seating 1,000. Presi- 
dent is Hernan Alvarez. 
Tie chief booking agent in 


Puerto Reco is Domingo Blanco. 
He is Quesaca’s’ revresentative 
there, and he prov des the majority 
of the artists tor the various series 
and for the University. 

Other Caridbe.n islands which 
ought to be good concert custom- 
ers, but aren't or%anized along Pro 
Arte lines, are Jamaica 
I'rench possessions, Martinique and 
Guadeloupe. 

The last stop in the Caribbean 
before reaching the South Ameri- 
can maintand is the Dutch island 
of Curacao (pop. 100,000). There, 
the Icunstkring presents from six 
to 10 events per season, depending 
on the budget. They are willing 
to lose money on some events, to 


fet top artisis. The director is 
Rudolf 3osxaljon, who books 
|} almost entirely with Quesada. The 


Koxy Theatre seais 900. The neigh- 
boring Dutch is!and of Aruba also 
tukes some of the attractions that 
come to Curacao 


(The above is the fourth in a 
series of s»ecial pieces on 
the concert business in Latin 
America.—Ed. ) 


Officials, Bothered By 
Boos, Halt Suoport Of 
Bayreuth Wagner Fest 


Bayreuth, Aug. 14. 
It’s the same old story in Ger- 
many, same as in the theatre all 
over the wor!d—everyone wants to 


the | 


soprano), 32 performances in 13 
weeks. 
Hans Schmidt-Isserstedt (Ger- | the 
man conductor), 15 performances! a morneyma 


and the. 


Phil 


|old concert hall, has been sold to 
| the Academy of Music of Philadel- 
| Dhia, 
| organization. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


4 
! 


j}and spokesman of the new group, 


Closely-Spaced 
Anzac Concerts 





Sydney, Aug. 14. 
Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission’s eoncert division has hit | 
a new high via boxoffice intake | 
with top overseas’ talent over the | 
‘36 season. 


that Australia was the only coun- 
try in the world where top Fe- | 
citalists may give as many as 46) 
concerts in 13 weeks to capacity | 
business. Recent example: 

Irene Kohler (British pianist), | 
22 performances in 12 weeks. 

Mikles Gafni (Hungarian tenor), 
22 performances in 20 weks. 


Paul Badura-Skoda_ (Viennese 
pianist), 40 performances in 13 
weeks. 


Christian Ferras (French violin- 
inst), 55 performances in 19 weeks. 
Victoria de los Angeles (Spanish 





in six weeks. 
Eugene Istomin (American pian- | 
ist) is set fot 44 performances 
here in 16 weks. 
Fernando Germani 
ganist), 35 performances 
weeks, 


Italian or- | 
in 12) 





y Music Academy 
Into Non-Profit Basis 


Philadelphia,’ Aug. 21. 
The Academy of Music, century- 


formed non-profit 
Cy Wanton Balis Jr., 
president of the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra Assn., voted that organiza- 
tion's 55° of the total shares. 

Stuart F. Louchheim, president 


recently 


announced the start of a drive for 


|attendance of 





$1,500,000 to give the venerable 
musie hall a facelifting. 

The 237 minority stockholders 
were asked to contribute part of 
the liquidation vrice under three 
optional plans. Those donating the 


|full price of the stock will have 


| back 


| privileges, 


their seating 
for 15 years. 
will 


privileges continued 
Those giving $500 
have five-year seating 
Benefactors contrib- 


| uting the full price and also sur- 


|rendering seating rights, will have 


get into the act if it’s a hit, ard no} 
them as cheaply as he can to help|one wants to be associated with a| 


flop. 


| 


The annual summer Wagner Fes- | 


tival at Bayreuth has been getting 
the first serious boos and jeers in 
the six years since the war. Dur- 
ing that time it's been under the 
aeszis of Wolfgang and Wieland 
Wagner, grandsons of composer 


| 
| 


Richard Wagner, whose operas are | 


performed now with ultra-modern 
staging and lighting at Bayreuth, 
instead of the traditional ponder- 
costumes and sets associated 
with Wagnerian o»era. 

Now Bavarian state official Kurt 
Filles has withddrawn from 
Friends of Bayreuth Society, char- 
ity group which raises funds to un- 
derwrite the costly summer stag- 
ing. He says this is in protest 
against the radical modern staging 


|}of “Der Meistersinger.” 


ries of from 20 to 30 events yearly.| In a widelyequoted remark, he 
These include a number of top| charged that the out-of-this-world 
name recitalists, a small sprinkling | sets looked more like a hepped up 
of local artists, and, as the piece| musical called, “Kiss Me Eva” (a 
de resistance, a two-week opera) play on the popular musical “Kiss 
season for which they actually| Me, Kate,” first American musical 
bring the Metropolitan down to/|to be translated into German and 
Puerto Rico. The latter project is| done with complete German cast 
the work of N.Y. lawyer Al Gins,| last winter, with the name switch 
with the financial help of the Uni-| because Eva is the heroine of 
versity and local newspapers. | ““Meistersinger’’). 

The University’s extensive con-| The State Secretary of the Ba- 
cert activities are directed by Dr.| varian Ministry of Justice, long an 
Alfredo Matilla. Events take place| avid fund-raiser for the Bayreuth 
in the modern auditorium, seating| event, particularly objected to the 
2000 use of a giant paper ball hanging 

The Pro Arte Society is equally | over the heads of singers to depict 
enterprising, not only in San Juan,/a tree. Also, the strange dramatic 
but in several other cities and) effects in the second act created 


the | 


their names inscribed on a plaque 
in the Academy. 





PHILLY’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 
Fund Drive Person to Date (Jan. 
26, 1957) By Potts 





Philadelphia, Aug. 21. 

A committee has been named to 
help solicit funds from business 
corporations for the improvement 
program for Philadelphia’s Acad- 
emy of Music. 

The 100-year-old structure will 
hold its centennial celebration next 
year (Jan. 26, 1957). 

Frederic R. Potts, chairman of 
the business committee of the 
Academy of Music Centennial, has 


the following leaders serving with | 


him: 

William Balders‘on (Philco); 
Wilfred D. Gillen (Bell Tele- 
phone); Charles B. Grace (Heinz): 
Theodore Schlanger (Stanley-War- 
ner), and John R. Wanamaker. 





Cenn. Fest Big Draw 


New London, Conn., Aug. 21. 

Ninth annual dance festival at 
Connecticut College here (16-19) 
pulled substantially better biz than 


| last year, when $3,000 was refund- 


| 
| 
} 


towns. The San Juan series pre-| by flooding the huge stage with! 


sents about 15 artists each season, | bright blue lights. 
in the Teatro Tapia. These include | 
many top names. It is quite pos- 
sible for an artist to perform on. 
both the University and the Pro! New Orleans, Aug. 21. 
Arte series, as there is no rivalry) Marjorie -Lawrence, one-time 
between them. The population of Metopera soprano, will appear as 
the capital is about a quarter of | soloist with the New Orleans Phil- 
sg million, and growing fast. harmonic Symphony Dec. 11. 
Second largest city in Puerto, Miss Lawrence, whose fight 
Rico is Ponce, with $0,090 popula-| against polio was retold in the 
tion. There, they have had a Pro film. “Interrupted Melody,” lives 
Arte series since 1936, on which! at Elmwood Planiation near here 
about ton artists appear yearly.!and will teach at Tulane Univer- 
Thev have §00 members. Pooking 'sity’s musie school this fall. She 
is done indepencently, with Que-/ is the wife of Dr. Thomas King. 





| 


Marjorie Lawrence Oncer. 





ed to ticket buyers stymied from 
attending cue to flood conditions 
of ’55. ; 

With total capacity potential of 
6,670 for five-performance series, 
attendance hit approximately 6,100. 
Festival featured works of Jose 
Limon, Pauline Koner, Ruth Cur- 
rier, Anna Sokolow, Alwin Niko- 
lais, Doris Humphrey, Birgit Akes- 
son, Margret Dietz. 











Turkish Soprano Set 


San Francisco, Aug. 21. 
Zandonai’s “Francesca da 
Rimini” revival will have 


Leyla Gencer, prima donna 
with the Ankara State Opera. 

This will be American de- 
but for the Turkish soprano. 
She turned down an invita- 
tion to tour South Africa with 
Milan’s La Scala to be avail- 
able here. 





Frisco Ballet to Asia 


Exchange  Pro- 
gram, which is administered for 
the U. S. State Dept. by American 
National Theatre & Academy will 
tour the San Francisco Ballet in 
Asia for three months starting in 
January. Performances will be 
given in Phillippines, Korea, Oki- 











International 


Robert Lamb of the ABC asserts "4Wa, Formosa, Hong Kong, Thai- 
3 a om “| land, Malaya, 
| India, Ceylon and Pakistan. 


Indonesia, Burma, 
Lew Christensen company has 


playing summer festivals. 





| 


} 


Talent Lineup At 
Chicago's Lyric 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 
Chicago’s Lyric Overa, its litiga. 
tion behind, will offer 10 produc. 
tions this autumn, some repeating, 
Tickets will be sold ($8 to $40; 
in Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday. 


Thursday and Friday Night series. 
Puccini's “Girl of the Golden 
West” is a revival item. Dimitri 


‘lately been in the eastern U. §. | Mitropoulous will be in the pit for 


that. George Solti is also set for 


About 30 dancers will go to the Conducting chores with others sti|| 


Orient. 


116 Roger Williams Pull 
At Pop Concert Gives 
Yale Bowl Series a Lift 


New Haven, Aug. 21. 








| 


| 


in negotiation, 

Michael Lepore _ is currently 
drilling the chorus of 68 which wii! 
back the singers at the Civic Opera 
House. Monte Fassnacht is produc. 
tion supervisor and Gerald Ritholz 
on the scenic end. General man- 
ager Carol Fox, survivor in the re. 
cent rancorous feud, has Thalia 
Stahas and Byron Belt as assistant 


Fifth Yale Bowl pop concert of | ™4nagers, Ardis Krainik as exee 


liams lured 9,700 into the enc'os- 
ure last Tuesday (14). This was top 
the season and 
pulled an even $11,000 gross. 
Series is behind the eight-ball in 


total to date and a general feeling | ° 


that the pop concert idea had had 
it in this town was beginning to 
crop up. However, the response 
to the Williams program, plus a 
good contribution by the New 
Haven Symphony Orchestra under 
Harry Berman, threw a roadblock 
against diminishing local interest 
in this form of entertainment. 
Proving once more that when you 
give ’em what they want, they’ll 
support it. 


Britten’s Full-Lenether 
Due for Sadler’s Wells 


London, Aypg. 14. 
A three-act ballet, “The Prince 
of the Pagodas,” gets its world 
preem by Sadiler’s Wells Ballet 





| 


| 
| 





Sept. 19, shortly before the com-| 


pany leaves for a provincial tour 
to be followed by a season at the 
Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow. 

With specially commissioned mu- 
sic by Benjamin Britten and cho- 


roles will be danced by Svetlana 
Beriosova, 
Linden. 
has penned speciti- 
a one act ballet, “The Miraculous 
Mandarin,” with music by Bela 
Bartok and choreography by Al- 
fred Rodrigues set for its first Lon- 


night of the season, Sept. 4. 

Others to take part are Margot 
Fonteyn, Elaine Fifield and Beryl 
Grey. 


S.F. Ballet’s Asian Trek 


San Francisco, Aug. 21. 
Lew Christensen’s San Francisco 
Ballet will tour a dozen 
countries next January through 
March under ANTA’s International 
Exchange Program, according to 








| 


Robert W. Dowling, ANTA board 

chairman. 
Clincher 

State Dept. 


which U.S. 
was com- 


for 
pays 


tour, 
for, 


which included a three-week run 


{ 


reography by John Cranko, leading | 


David Blair and Anya | 
This will be the first full | 
| score Britten 
cally for ballet. In addition, there’s | 


don performance on the opening 


Asiatic | 


| placed Yugoslav Lovro von Matacio 


pany’s just-concluded eastern trip | 


1956 series turned out to be | Secretary, Bernard Guttman on fis- 
ker when Roger Wil-|¢@! matters and Danny Newman 


batting out the blurbs. 


Here’s the schedule as of now: 
MONDAY NIGHT SERIES 
Oct. 22—"Die Walkure’—with Ludwig 
Suthaus, William Wilderman, Paul 
Schoeffler, Birgit Nilsson, Inge Borkh, 
Claramae Turner. (Baton: Georg Solti) 
ct. 297—"Don Giovanni’—with Eleanor 


Steber, Anita Cerquetti, Nicola Rossi. 
Lemeni, Leopold Simoneau, Fernando 
Corena, Paul Schoeffler. (Solti.) 

Nov. 5—”Tosca’—with Renata Tebaldi, 
Jussi Bjoerling, Tito Gobbi. 

Nov. 12—La Forza Del Destino”’—with 
Renata Tebaldi, Giulietta Simionato, 
Richard Tucker, Ettore Bastianini, 
Carlo Badioli, Nicola Rossi-Lemeni, 
(Solti.) 


TUESDAY NIGHT SERIES 

Oct. 146—"Andrea Chenier”’—with Eleanor 
Stieber, Mario Del Monaco, Tito Gobbi. 

Oct. 23—"Il Trovatore’—with Anita Cer. 
quetti, Claramae Turner. Jussi Bioer. 
ling, Ettore Bastianini, William Wilder. 
man. 

Oct. 30—Tosca’’—with 
Nov. 

Nov. 13—“Don Giovanni’’—with same cast 
as Oct. 29. 
WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY SERIES 


Same cast ag 


Oct. 17—"Salome’—with Inge Borkh, 
Ramon Vinay, Alexander Welitsch, 
(Soltt) 

Oc*. 31—"La  Traviata’’—with Eleanor 


Steber, Leopold Simoneau, Ettore Bas- 
tianini 


Nov. 8 (Thursday)—“La Forza De! Des- 
tino’’—with same cast as Nov. 12 
Nov. 14—"La Boheme”—with Renata 
Tebal4i, Jussi Bjoerling, Ettore Bas- 
tianini. 
FRIDAY NIGHT SERIES 

Oct. 19—“Andrea Chenier” with same 
cast as Oct. 16. 

Oct. 26—"La Traviata’’—with same cast 
as Ort. 31. 

Nov. 2—"Tosca”—with same cast as 
Nov. 5 

Nov. 9- “The Barber of Seville’—with 
Givlietta Simionato. Tito Gobbi, Leo- 
pold Simoneau, Nicola Rossi-Lemeni, 
Carlo Badioli 

Nov. 16—"La Boheme”’—with same cast 


as Nov. 14. 





Concert Notes 








Claudio Arrau planed to Europe 
over last weekend to play at the 
Salzburg Festival in Austria this 
week. He follows with a South 
African tour beginning Sept. 16 
and then embarks on a swing of 
India, Ceylon and Singapore. 

Hans Schwieger, conductor of 
Kansas City Philharmonic, has re- 
for conducting 
“Cosi Fan Tutte” 
kure” with San Francisco Opera 
this fall. William Steinberg will 
take over Matacic’s chore on “Boris 
Godounov.” Matacic cancelled out. 

Berlin Philharmonic’s first West 


assignments on 


and “Die Wal- 


11 





| vin as full-rank ballerina of Sad-| 
ller’s Wells. 





( |Coast appearance will be Nov 
at Jacob’s Pillow in Massachusetts, | at the Frisco Opera House. Or- 
Company will appear in Korea, | chestra plays Berkeley Community 


pao 











ee) es 








Okinawa, Formosa, Philippines, | Theatre, Nov. 12-13. 

Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaya,|_ Mrs. J. P. Otterson has been ap- 

Indonesia, Burma, India, Ceylon, | P°!ted publicity director of the 

and Pakistan. ' Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
Society. She has been connected 





with advertising agencies in Wash- 
inton and until recently was Buf: 
falo rep for Great Books Founda- 
tion. 

Mary Gray, soprano formerly 
with the San Francisco Opera an 
| Civic Light Opera, has returned t@ 
ithe Coast after six years on the 
|Continent, with concert appear: 


Up Anzacs’ Fifield 
London, Aug. 14. 
Elaine Fifield, Australian ballet | 
dancer, will succeed Violetta El-| 


, 


The first role of her 
new status is that of Odette-Odile 


in “Swan Lake” which is to be! ances in Germany, France, England 
Staged at Covent Garden on! and Italy. She will fill concert 
Sept. 8. |dates on the Coast before goilé 


Miss Fifield joined the company | 
in 1954 and danced her first major | 
role in ‘Madame Chrysantheme” 
created specially for her by Fred- 
erick Ashton. 


back to Germany to star in the 
premiere of a new opera. 





Toledo Orch Skeds 

Toledo, Aug. 21. 

Toledo Orchestra has scheduled 
five evening concerts for the 1956 
57 season in the Toledo Museullt 
of Art Peristyle, beginning Oct. 3). 
Joseph Hawthorne will conduct. 
Other dates are Nov. 28, wit 
Jack Heller, concertmaster, as V!” 
lin soloist; Jan. 9, Andres Segov!% 
guitarist, Feb. 6; Jorge Bole! 
pianist; and March 27, concer’ 
version of Verdi opera, “La Trav! 
ata,” sung in English by [ren 





Seattle Maestro to Hawaii 
Seattle, Aug. 21. 

Jackie Souders, trombonist and | 
orchestra leader here, has left the, 
business to manage the Wailua 
Ranch Resort on the Hawaiian 
Island of Kauai. 

Souders started as a sideman 
here in 1920. He played with Vic 
Meyer’s orchestra in the old Buth= 
Hotel and was musical director and 
emcee for Fanchon & Marco shows 





















on the Coast. Jordan and Thomas Hayward. 
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Madeleine Sherwood’s Book? 


Random House prexy Bennett 
Cerf has a carte blanche deal with 
Mrs. Robert E. (Madeleine) Sher- 
wood for a novel drawn on contem- 
poraneous society and the theatre. 
She has manifested a penchant for 
writing but has not buckled down 
to anything specific since the death 
of her playwright-husband, 

She is dividing her summer as 
aiternate house-guest with the Ben- 
nett Cerfs in Mt. Kisco, N.Y. and 
the Frederick Backers in Sands 
Point, L.I. 


Dailies And Red China 

Reluctantly, major news media 
are falling in line with the U.S. 
State Dept.’s ban on allowing U.S. 
correspondents to accept bids to 
visit Red China. But the protests 
are strong. The N.Y. Times, edi- 
torializing on the ban yesterday 
(21), stated, in part, “‘The people of 
this country aré entitled to as much 
truth about the world as they can 
get. It is the business of newspa- 
pers, news agencies and broadcast- 
ers to bring it to them. There is 
a serious constitutional question 
involved as to whether the State 
Dept. has the right to deny the pub- 
lic the right to read about certain 
subjects...” 

The Times editorial came in the 
wake of a State Dept. announce- 
ment on Monday (20) that Presi- 
dent Eisenhower had explicitly en- 
dorsed the department stand. The 
Peiping government earlier this 
month telegraphed invitations to 
22 U.S. news and radio correspond- 
ents to accept bids to visit China 
despite the State Department’s 
ban. There hasn't been a USS. 
newsman in Red China in eight 
years. 

Prior to Eisenhower’s expressed 
view, the following correspondents 
were listed as going to Red China 
in a Hong Kong dispatch: John 
Roderick, of the Associated Press, 


Post failed to publish Thursday 
(16) and has been out of the picture 
since. 
financially crippled paper 
before three courts. 

The Post Publishing Co. filed a 
petition for reorganization in U-S. 
District Court Thursday (16) and 
three trustees were appointed. 
Judge George C. Sweeney named 
former Asst. U.S. Atty. Charles W. 
| Bartlett, Atty. Joseph P. Healey, 
|professor of corporation law at 
| Boston College Law School, and 
Atty. Thomas W. Lawless, a spe- 
cialist in corporate reorganization, 
as trustees. 

The Newspaper Guild of Boston 
filed an equity action in Suffolk 
Superior Court seeking to freeze 
Post assets and a temporary injunc- 
tion was issued for a hearing later. 
Post employes went to Municipal 
Court seeking complaints charging 
failure to pay their wages. 

Typewriters in the Post editorial 
room were being used by reporters 
to type out claims for pay as the 
paper folded. The end came after 
John Fox, publisher, failed to meet 
employe union demands for $180,- 
000 in current wages and back pay. 

Trustee Healey said: “We are 
working in an attempt to arrange 
vorking capital financing both here 
and outside Boston.” 

In its petition for reorganization, 
the Post said, “The indebtedness, 
liquidated as to the amount and 
not contingent on its liability, is 
over $2,200,000.” 

In its petition to reorganize the 
Post said: “A newspaper which 
publishes only mornings and on 
Sundays (the Post) cannot compete 
with other newspapers in the same 
community that publish both morn- 
ings and evenings and Sundays, 
under whatever names. That the 
reason for this is the preference of 
advertisers for so-called ‘‘combina- 
tion” advertising, comprising iden- 
tical advertisements that appear on 
Sunday and a weekday evening, at 


went 








Robert C. Miller, of United Press, 
James Robinson, NBC, and Keyes 
Beech of the Chicago Daily News. | 

In New York, Arthur Hays Sulz- | 
berger, prez and publisher of the | 
N. Y. Times, said that he had ad- | 
vised Times members not to ac- 
cept the invitation. James Wech- | 
sler, editor of the New York Post, | 
said the newspaper had asked the 
State Dept. for an affidavit of 
identity for Seymour Freidin, Post 
correspondent. It was with ‘such 
an affidavit that Freidin visited in 
Bulgaria in 1955, when visits to 
that country were stamped forbid- 
den on U.S. passports. The N.Y. 
Herald Tribune took the same stand 


a the Times, but is desisting 
from sending a staffer into Red 


Lnina, 





Second Laurie Anthology 
Jerry Lieberman, a_ Brooklyn 
(N.Y.) gag writer whom Joe Laurie | 
Jr, hardly knew but whose work | 
he felt was promising, for which 





reason he willed him much of his 

comedy files, is working on a sec-|died Saturday (18) at his Bayside, | jy, 
ond anthology of Laurie humor.|L. I., home. Almost an lb 
The first. “Off The Cuff,’ was a/column was devoted to Becan who 
sellout under the Pocket Books im-|toiled among the Times’ clips for 
print some 48 years. 

Lieberman followed that with! Piece was virtually a history of 
“Best Jokes For All Occasions,’ |}the Times’ morgue for it recalled 
and it went so well that Perma-|that after two years as a copy boy 
Books will reissue it in Novem-/|Becan joined Thomas Bracken (‘the 
I The second Laurie collec-|morgue’s present director) in 1907 
1 therefore, is not due until|as a two-man clip-cutting staff 

pring Forty years later the repository 
—e filed it 1,.000,000th biographical 
Latest on Bosten Post “envelope, and the staff has now 
court-appointed trustees of | grown to 20 librarians with Bracken 
1 folded Boston Post tried to!as director. 
( up money needed to resume] ceca 
publication of the 125-year-old-| ‘Best TV Humor’ . 
I spaper the other three’morning | Irving Settel, himself a radio-tv 
papers, Herald, Globe and Record, | packager and producer, has edited 
Started intensive campaigns to-/an anthology of “Best Television 
Ward wooing the Post’s circulation. | Humor of the Yeai Ace: 35¢c) 
F re for the 850 employes. | which is a readable paperback and 
i g them Elliot Norton, Post | certainly a good money’s worth 
a critic and storm centre of a| considering the bvliners 
controversy involving free- Excerpts from these showseare 
< of the press with the Shuberts, | included with full credits to sources 
looked bleak. authorship, ete. Jack Benny 
olding of the Post recalled the | Perry Como, Garry Moore, Steve 
s that more pressagents have |Allen, Martha Raye. Jack Paal 
} lost in the :amshackle series lilton Berle, William Bendix, Ron- 
( lildings with winding corridors | ald Colman, Ozzie & Harriet, The 
and erooked stairs than in any |Goldbergs, Danny Thomas. Bob 
* newspaper in the country. |Cummings, Sam Levenson. Abel. 
Apocryphal stories say that on any oe 
fiven Tuesday (pressagent day), UP’s Burnup Vs. Diana Dors 
three or four p.a.’s had to be United Press took the unusual | 


flushed out of the Post buildings | 
y searching parties. 

_Last edition of the Post, which 
May become a collector's item, was 
Yublished Wednesday (15). The 


pub 
‘The 


Doctor’s Secret”’ 
By D. L. Dern 
All Book Shops — $2.50 














a special rate. 


“The Post presently is housed in | 


antiquated buildings and altogether 


tion. Most are nearly 100 years 
old and none built in this century. 


old and obsolete. 
oi much of the 
equipment.” 


other mechanical 





RKO Buys Mercer Tome 
Charles Mercer, AP tv editor- 
critic. has written a novel called 
“Rachael Cade,’ which Putnam’s 
will publish in October, but al- 
ready it’s a Literary Guild selec- 


tion and RKO bought it for 
$125,000. 
Book deals with African situa- 
tion, 
N.Y. Times’ Morgue 


Value of a newspaper's morgue | 


was accented to readers of 
N.Y. Times Sunday (19) in an obit 


ion John Becan, 66, retired director 





step of sending out press releases 
Monday (20) to non-subscribers to 
feed them the story of the beating 
administered to photographer 
Stewart Sawyer by Patrick Hamil- 
ton, Denise Dors’ -husband, at a 
Beverly Hills party at the couple’s 
home the night before. Apparent- 
ly UP was so burned over the in- 
cident that it took extra measures 
to spread the story, although a ‘by- 
lined piece on the incident com- 
plete with photos had gone over 
the wire and been carried by sub- 
scribers. 








Pageant Press, 130 W. 42 Sv., N. Y. 








Incident occurred at a party 


| 


} 


given by Miss Dors for some 300 
celebs, and was kicked off when 
Hamilton, Miss Dors, agent Louis 
Shurr and designer Howard Shoup 
tumbled into the pool. Hamilton 
claimed Sawyer had pushed them 


—although- nobody saw him do so | 


except Hamilton—and he and Miss 


. attain : | Dors knocked the photog down and 
The tangled affairs of the | caat sak Ghelied tien. 


|his wife 


Sawyer and 
may sue the Hamiltons 


| (Miss Dors). 








| published 


iIts presses are from 30 to 50 years | 
This also is true | 


| 


the | 


| a 


| 


| 
| 


PY ..ific Gore Vidal 
TV scripter Gore Vidal who is 
represented on other publishers’ 
lists, the Broadway stage and pix, 


ithis fall takes a double-featured en- 


core via Zero Press this November. 
“A Thirsty Evil” is a collection 


of seven new and recent short stor- | 


ies by him, and earlier in the same 
month the “Zero No. 8 Anthology” 
includes new writings by Jean-Paul 
Sartre, Marianne Moore, Samuel 
Beckett, Kenneth Patchen, Paul 
Bowles and others, Vidal included. 
Themistocles Hoetis is the editor 
thereof. 

Gore may also have three new 
plays on Broadway next season. 


Trezevant Collier’s Post 


John G. Trezevant, who joined 
Crowell-Coilier Publishing Co. 


last September, has been named | 


managing editor of Collier’s effec- 
tive Sept. 1. i 
news editor of the San Francisco 


Chronicle, he had been serving on | 
the staff of Paul C. Smith, prexy | 


and editor-in-chief of Crowell- 
Collier. 


Trezevant succeeds Gordon Man- 


ing who resigned to join the staff | 


of Newsweek. 


‘Big Bill Blues’ Biog 

Blues singer Big Bill Broonzy’s 
autobiog, “Big Bill Blues,” to be 
published in this country by Grove 
Press. 

Overseas version was released 
last spring in four languages by 
the Cassel in England. 

Cautious Mrs. Morgan 

Mrs. Alice B. Morgan, the finan- 
cial whiz from Bristol, R. I.. who 
stopped at the $32,000 plateau 
rather than go for the jackpot on 


~iger | ‘$64,000 Question,” is having her | 
unfit for modern newspaper opera- | 


book, “‘The Investors’ Road Map.” 
by Simon 
next month. When she 
mentioned it on the CBS-TVer the 
publishers were deluged with mail, 
phone and wire orders for over 
30,000 copies of the book. 

The 78-year-old investment 
counsellor gave her decision to 
stop as culled from the last page to 
her “Investors’ Road Map’—‘“you 
must have long-range goals to 
overcome short-range frustra- 
tions’—and added that she would 
not be setting a good example as 
an investment adviser by flinging 
caution to the winds and risking 
her total winnings. 

Mrs. Morgan most recentiy has 
been conducting investment class- 
es in her native Bristol, R. I., as 
a community service and has been 
frequent contributor to Inde- 
pendent Woman and Barron’s Na- 


|of that publication’s morgue, whO|tjgnal Business & Financial Week- 


The study of investments has 


entire | been her chief interest for the past 


20 years. 


CHATTER 
Weekly and Brooklyn 
of Kings County, has 


Brooklyn 
Daily Inc., 


| changed its capital stock from 200 





shares, 


shares 


no par value, to 1,000,000 
at 10c par value. 


John M. Cockburn, drama critic 


of Glasgow Evening Time penned 
biog of British labor leaders Keir 
Hardie under title of “The Hungry 
Heart.” Jarrolds, of London, pub- 
lishers., 

Dick» Ealk, Broadway publicist 
authored “I Make News—And Sell 
It” for the current issue of The 
American Salesman It’s replete 
withs anecdota on how the writer 
Snared free space. 

Poughkeepsie’ Newspapers In 
deereased its capital stock from 
$4.810.000 to $2,.803.500, according 
to papers filed with the Sertreta 
of State at Albany by Van De 
Water & Wan De Water, of Pough- 
keepsie 

Mrs. Pat Van Doren has resigned 
as head of the subsidiary rights de- 
partment of Farrar, Strauss & 
Cudahy, succeeded by Kathy Con- 
nors, formerly with Bantam Books 
She will be assisted by Beverly 
Jane Loo. 


James D. Gershman, who shifted 
from INS where he was a senior 
editor, to p.r. director with Macy’s, 
and last year to ad-pubrelations- 
display activities manager at Gim- 


‘bel’s, has resigned to join Harshe- 


Rotman flackery as v.p. in charge 
of the N.Y. office. 

Lead article in current Ameri- 
can Mercury Joseph J. Seldin’s 
“Selling Presidents Like Soap,” a 
takeoff on the Madison Ave. influ- 
ence in political campaigns accent- 
ing radio-tv; another show biz 
piece is Sam G. Wingfield’s “Yes- 


terday’s Minstrels,” about black- | 


face comedians, 


Formerly assistant | 


& Schuster | 
casually | 


| ++ 


/+ 
+ 
~ 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+eeeseeeseeeiee By Frank Scully +eseseesesesees 

| Desert Springs, Aug. 21. 

| In one of those rushes of civilian activity between wars, KNX, a 
radio station claiming to be the most powerful in the west, decided 
to hire a returned warrior to fill out a pause in the night's recorded 
/musiec with a live audience participation show—a sort of midnight 
‘frolic for insomniacs with unpunctured eardrums. 

They get a guy, the son of a vaude performer, who played the 
piano, told some jokes, wandered up and down the aisles asking peo- 
ple where they were from, what they were doing in Hollywood, and 
after telling a few occupational jokes at their expense, handed them a 
gift that had been left over from the daytime sample cases—passes 
to wander around the forecourt of Grauman’s Chinese, soap for their 
| pretty necks, toothpaste for their yellow teeth and toy models of solid 
| gilt Cadillacs. 
| Notables dropped in now and then to kill an hour before going to 
| bed and sometimes joined the m.c. in the yawning fun. One of them 
must have been a vicepresident of CBS from Manhattan because one 
| day the entertainer was kidnapped and held for ransom at 485 Madison 
|/Ave., New York. In time some sponsors paid the ransom fee and 
that’s when New Yorkers discovered that all bright young comedians 
, go to N.Y. when they die. 

In Hollywood the loss must have been felt like a hole in the head 
i that refused to heal. It even carried over into television, because 
one day a CBS producer climbed to Bedside Manor, my hilltop home, 
and on learning that I had no intention of returning to New York in 
what the diplomats call the forseeable future, asked me if I would 
_do a show from 11 to midnight on Friday nights. It was explained 
that I could kid anything and anybody, as a long check had revealed 
that all veepees and their informers invariably blew out of town 
Friday afternoon and would not have listened to the original of the 
| Gettysburg Address if it broke on Friday night. 

The Pooped Deckhand 

I explained that I had a full schedule of writing and by Friday was 
more pooped than a poop deck. Besides I could neither sing, dance 
nor tell other people’s jokes. The producer pointed out that Arthur 
Godfrey couldn’t even walk around at that time and he was making 
millions. 

“We'll give you a good trio and a top staff support,” he explained. 
“And money.” 

“How much?” 

“All the refrigerators your friends can use and $300 a show.” 

I could use $1,800 just then, so I said, “I'll try it for six weeks.” 

We held a dry, run over a closed circuit and some spotter at the 
New York end must have been awake and caught it. He reported to 
the veep in charge of messing up the best laid plans and a directive 
came from New York to Hollywood ordering the show to go on five 
nights a week and to be piped east where slummers presumably keep 
awake much longer than they do on the west coast. 

“Not me,” I said. “On one lung ,one leg and one idea I'd be dead 





in a month on a five-day week. Get Steve Allen.” 

“He’s gone.” 
| “Where to? Forest Lawn?” 

The hassle went on for weeks. Though I have a macaroni consti- 
tution, I have a whim of iron. Thanks to that whim I have outlived 
most of my contemporaries, though my number has been up since 
1917. I refused their terms. They refused mine. The producer went 


east to see what he could and has never been heard of since. 

Then the other day the oldest flea from heaven in the Scully Circus, 
a first lieutenant in the Air Force, rolled in to Desert Springs, which 
is Our summer quarters, 80 miles east of where the L.A. smog is con- 
ditioning people for radioactive fallout.: With him 
child and a six months’ old pup. 

The Hospitable Pharisee 

They arrived at three in the morning and feigning a hospitality that 
a Pharisee could not have topped, I welcomed them. I offered them 
a bunkhouse, but after looking it over and seeing that the walls had 
holes large enough to allow Gila monsters to join in the fun. they 
said they preferred to sleep on the divan bed in the kitchen of my 
unit. I was reserving this for a daughter who was in nurse’s training 
and had got slugged months before by a crazed female patient of 80 
Out of this altercation had developed a tumor which due to the present 
cancerphobia the croakers thought should be clipped in the bud. A 
beautiful doll weighing 116 pounds, she had lost 20. 

Her mother had scurried to San Diego to be on hand for the opera- 
tion and had reported that the operation was a success and that the 
tumor had proven benign. They would be home in a few davs. so the 
doll could complete her convalescence on Rancho Pancho and mavbe 


was his wife, a 


| get fattened up by a 10-day layoff 

A Ph. D. couldn’t have studied the alphabet under similar condi- 
tions, so I decided to take a book and go down to the barn and read 
for a while. I fingered though a batch of new books. trving to figure 
Which one would give me the least brain-strain. Among them were 
“The Wind In His Fists” by John Jennings, ‘“‘The Color Is Green” by 
Lenard Kaufman, “The Public Arts” by Gilbert Selde “They Knew 
Too Much About Flying Saucer by Gray Barke1 Minnesota Gothic” 
by Walter O’Meara, “The Spiked Heel” by Richard Marsten and “The 
Funny Men” by Steve Allen 

“There he is!” cried Patty Freeman Scully. a beautiful brunet who 
happens to be my daughter-in-law. “I saw him on tv in Te peka. He 
Was advertising this book.” 

“Advertising it? It savs here he wrote it, and here are his horned 
rimmed glasses on the dust jacket to prove it.” 

Staking A Horn Rimmed Claim 

Horned rimmed glasses of course are not a surefire identifying mark 
They got their first laugh in 1914 when Prof. Walter B. Pitkin n owl 
and I introduced them to the Columbia campu Cr dians have 
been getting langhs with them ever since 

I paged through the autopsy. Fred Allen, Jack Bent h Berle 
Re d Button Sid Cae j Eddie ( iLO! Wally Cox Jackie Gle; % 
George Gobel, Arthur Godfrey, Bob Hope, S Levenson, Grout 0 
Marx, Phil Silvers and Red Skelton. But no Sonny Tuft About 275 
pages of laboring the obvious by an anthologist who was « er] ect- 
ing his show to prove he could write or neglecting hi oO} ( 
he could act. . 

Analyzing Humor 

His style wasn’t bad except for a “or what have you” touch that 

went out with “23 skidoo.” He retailed some of the jokes of the 


comedians but spent most of the time analyzing humor (which is like 
analyzing little white clouds) and defending the shortcomings of the 
| comedians by rating most of them as the funniest in the biz. 

I enjoyed most comedians but laugh less than either Ned Sparks 
| or Jim Thornton, When the comedians move into my racket even 
|; enjoyment seems to go out the window. I feel like a farmer who 
finds his farm stocked with surplus,.and no market, watching grain 
being imported to further flood his cluttered ranch. 

You have to joi~ a union to perform in most fields, but anybody 
who can string one simple declarative sentence behind another can 
call himself a writer. Since surveys have shown that college grad- 


uates average one book a year as readers (their own, probably), it 
becomes obvious that writers have to do something else (even if it 
means becoming tv performers) to make both ends meet. 

I hear the sciences are begging for recruits. 

Anyone for electronics? 
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Broadway 


Helen Hayes and the Leo Jaffes 
(Columbia Pictures International 
Corp, v.p.) back from Europe yes- 
terday (Tues.) on the Queen Mary. 

VARIETY . circulation manager 
Eddie McCaffrey is a first-time 
grandpop by courtesy of daughter 
Kathleen (Mrs. Timothy) Madden. 
It's a girl, born Sunday (19). 

Ted Husing can have visitors 
now at the Institiute of Physical 
Medicine & Rehabilitation, 400 
East 34th St., but still far from 
well as a result of his paralysis fol- 
lowing a stroke. 

Anthony Quinn, Sol Hurok, Re- 
nata Tebaldf, Finley Currie, Eric 
Leinsdorf, MCA v.p. George Cha- 
sin and Nick Pery, Columbia Pic- 
tures’ Continental manager, due in 
from Europe tomorrow (Thurs.) on 
the S.S. Liberte. 

George Woods on the William 
Morris Agency is with Walter Win- 
chell on the Coast to assist in lin- 
ing up names for the columnist’s 
vaudeo debut over NBC Oct. 5 
(Friday nights) under Toni and 
Old Gold sponsorship. 

Olsen & Johnson have some coin 
due them from Manufacturers 
Trust Co., according to the bank’s 
ad in the News listing unclaimed 
property at its 55 Broad St., head 
office. Old account is listed care 
of Baumgarten & Arum, law firm 
at 400 Madison Ave., and indicated 
as “attention Mr. Males.” 

William Morris agency’s Martin 
Jurow has been in touch with 
Shirley Wolf, attorney for Martha 
Raye, who is recuperating in Miami 
Beach from an overdose of sleep- 
ing tablets, and plans are going 
forward for her revue starrer, 
*Boftola,”” under the aegis of Harry 
Rigney & Herbert (Blue Angel) 
Jacoby, to be staged by Herb Ross. 
This would mark her first legit 
ange Al Jolson’s “Hold Onto Your 

at. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Old Log strawhatter offering 
“Light Up the Sky.” 
Local Fox Quartet in third week 
at Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 
Lawrence Welk concert ft St. 
Paul Auditorium Sept. 2 scaled at 
$5 top. 
Horseshoe Lake summer theatre 
presented ‘“Emperor’s New 
Clothes.” 


Local Herb Pilhofer group gave | 
modern jazz concert at| 


outdoor 
Walker Art center. 

Antal Dorati, Minneapolis Sym- 
phony, conductor, making guest 
appearances in Italy. 

Ed Sullivan pacted to appear 
with his variety show for a second 
time next May 14 on St. Paul Wom- 
en's Institute series. 

As result of her successful sup- 
per club debut here, Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room inked pianist 
Ramona Gerhard for another en- 
gagement next summer. 

Skitch Henderson to travel from 
New York here in a jet for his 
guest conductor appearance with 
Minneapolis Symphony in fourth 
of series of five “under the stars” 
concerts at new baseball stadium. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Ross Raphael Orch will play the 
Warwick Room first three weeks in 
October. 

Richloy Inc., and Myers Music 
Inc., pubbery, have linked forces 
in new headquarters. 

Ray Fabiani, wrestling promoter, 
named to executive board of Phila- 
delphia Grand Opera Co. 


Harry Belafonte, biggest single | 
draw at the Latin Casino last 
season, pacted for return date | 
(Nov. 1). 


Lisa Ferraday failed to show for 
local Republican rally but sent 
Selene Walters, former Goldwyn 
girl as sub. 


Show trains for St. John Ter- 
rell’s Lambertville Music Circus, 
will be inaugurated from Reading 
Terminal here, starting Aug. 24. 

Paris 
By Gere Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette, Odeon 4944 

Sarah Vaughan due for an Olym- 
pia Musichall engagement next | 
season, 

Jean Gabin and Bernard Blier 


set for the nth remake of Victor 
Hugo’s “Les Miserables.” 
Rex film house bringing back the 


Dancing Waters as a stage attrac- | 


tion along with firstrun pix. 
In spite of the summer exodus, 
John Ford's “The Searchers” 


(WB) garnering nice biz and re- 
views. 
Greta Garbo’s “Queen Chris- 


tina,” “Conquest” and “Camille,” 
all Metro, back for arty house re- 
runs and doing nicely.” 

_-Pido Sayers, on leave from the 
New York City Ballet, to Monte 
Carlo for a terp stint with the John 
Taras group, dancing at the Casino. 


Contest to choose unknown 
young girl for lead in Otto Prem- 
inger’s film version of ‘“‘Bonjour 
Tristesse” is over and winner is 
17-year-old Gisele Franchomme. 


Jack Benny still peeved about. 


police interference when he tried 
to shoot a vidpix scene in Rome be- 
fore the famed Fountain De Trevi 
which has all those coins thrown 
into it. 

Gary Cooper, Audrey Hepburn 
and Maurice Chevalier now ready 
for actual shooting of Billy Wild- 
er’s “Love in the Afternoon” (AA) 


after two weeks of rehearsal of | 


script in a theatrical manner. 
Preston Sturges signed Brigitte 
Bardot to play opposite Michael 
Wilding, Cesar Romero and Kath- 
leen Hughes in his next pic, “Long 
Live the King,” which is to be made 
‘on the Continent in English next 


Lisbon 


| fall. 
By Lewis Garyo 





Tenor Luis Andrade to Italy to 
| give recitals on radio and tele. 

| Mexican chantoosie Ana Maria 
|Gonzales holidaying in Estoril ai- 
ter a tour of Portuguese seaside 
towns. 

Luis Bernardo, soloist in ballet 
company of San Carlos opera 
house, has gone to Paris to join a 
new ballet unit. 

German actor Werner Fuetterer, 
prexy of German Artists Syndicate 
and Antonio Angel Diaz, of Argen- 
tina, visited Estoril. 


Brazilian revue star 


company of actor-manager_ Eu- 
genio Salvador at Maria Vitoria 
theatre. 


Two lines of Portuguese girls, 
singers and dancers, ene managed 
by Erasto and another by Anibal 
Sansao, off for North Africa under 
six-month contracts. 

Impresarios Amelia Rey Colaco 
and Robles Monteiro as well as ac- 
tors Luis de Campos and Jacinto 
Ramos off to France and Italy to 
look in at various festivals. 

Singer Luis Picarra off to Bel- 
gian Congo. 


Westport, Com. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Elaine Malbin here. 
The Andre Mertens to Cape Cod. 
Philip Langner back from Cape 
Cod. 





into the Westnor. f 
John Hammond back from jazz 
forum dates at Stratford (Ont.). 


late Lew Dockstader, joined local 
colony. 
back from fishing trip to. Nova 
Scotia. 

Imogene Coca and Jules Mun- 
shin doing “Anniversary Waltz” at 
Country Playhouse week of Aug. 
27. 

Betty Comden and Adolph 
Green here putting finishing 
touches on “Bells Are Ringing” 
script. 

Edna Ferber, Ruth Harvey, Ther- 
esa Helburn, John C. Wilson, John 
Tyers and Ed Kneedler at opening 





of ‘Knickerbocker Holiday” at 
Country Playhouse (20), 
Santiago 

Berlin Classic Orchestra at the 


Municipal. 
| Kanda Jaque, who appeared in 
| local films and legit, now a fashion 
designer. 
| New Camilo Henriquez legit 
| house in Press Club building to be 
i showcase for Ensayo Theatre pro- 
ductions, 
Rene Largo Farias, former pro- 
|gram director at Radio Mineria, 
|now running Radio Los Castanos 
in Vina del Mar. 
| Catholic University starting mo- 
ition picture department teaching 
film techniques and awarding de- 
grees in pic making. 
Radio Mineria launched its own 
version of “$64,000 Question” with 
j top prize of 1,280,000 pesos ($2,- 
560), Finanpro sponsoring. 
Emelco filming 20-minute docu- 
| mentary on life of William Wheel- 


wright, American pioneer who 
built first railroad in South Amer- 
ica, for USIA. 


Chicago 

Danny Kaye’s stand at the Shu- 
bert opens Sept. 7. 
| Mike Fritzel next month takes 
;over the Trade Winds eatery, 
| operated for many years by the late 
Hy Ginnis, 

Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein in last Saturday (18) 
for the Chicago Trbiune’s annual 
;musie festival. 

Dore Schary gifted former Presi- 


——— 


of 
paign film which the Metro exec 
produced for the Democratic na- 
tional committee, 





Beatriz | 
Costa will be leading lady of new | 


Len Coca now booking singers | 


Millie Palmer, daughter of the | 


Alan Bunce and Ruth Nugent} 


dent Harry Truman with a print | 





(Temple Bar 5041-9952) 

“Kismet” hit its 550th perform- 
ance at the Stoll Theatre. 

Don Tannen’s comedy act as 
Savoy Hotel held over for a third 
week. 

Sir Anthony and Lady Eden saw 
Peter Ustinov’s “Romanoff and 
Juliet” at the Piccadilly Theatre, 
on their wedding anni. 

Two stage vets celebrated their 
birthdays: Robert Atkins, founder 
of Open Air Theatre, who is 70; 
bransby Williams is 86. 

Linda Christian and Edmund 
|Purdom, back in London after a 
| Continental vacation, shortly begin 
|rehearsals on a tv play. 
| Agnes de Mille will guest during 
ithe American Ballet Theatre's 
'season at Covent Garden. It will 
be her first appearance there. 

Mary Pickford and Marjorie 
Lhorson, chief script editor for 

Metro, took part in a BBC radio 
program, “Talking of Films.” 

Vicior Mature, Anita Ekberg and 
Trevor Howard left for Italian 
location of the Warwick Films pro- 
duction, “Interpol,” for Columbia 
| release. 
| Elizabeth Seal, a star of “The 
|'Pajama Game,” signed by Maxwell 
|Setton to play lead in his produc- 
tion of “Town on Trial,” for Col 
release. 
| Harry Secombe, comedian-singer, 





will star for Ealing Films in their | 


concerning a vaude 


| tlagi-comedy 
Pic due to roll late 


|family act. 
| this year. 
Cyril Ritchard returns shortly to 
| U.S. to produce at the Metropolitan 
/Opera in November; also for the 
| Broadway presentation of “The 
| Reluctant Debutante.” 

| Andor Foldes, the American pian- 


ist who has just completed a mar- | 


-athon tour of Europe and Africa 
in which he gave 85 performances, 


appeared in BBC’s season of prom- | 


|enade concerts. 


New Haven 


| Rise Stevens set for Yale Bowl 
pops finale Aug. 28. 
Summer Shakespeare Institute 
at Yale, now in its second year. 
World-Telly columnist Frank 
| Farrell a visitor at Oakdale can- 
| vastop in Wallingford. 
National Film Service Corp. is 





sinking $150,000 into a new office- | 


| warehouse building in Hamden. 
Life Mag has picked this town 
|as one.of four in the country for a 
special film on redevelopment 
progress. 


| Australia 

By Erie Gorrick 

/ (160 Castlereigh St., Sydney; MA 
7778) 

| WB and Hoyts’ loop inked new 
pact for eight pix on key release 
here. 

| Berry Greenberg, Warner’s South 
| Pacific topper, lookseeing Far East 
| territory. 

20th-Fox aiming to preem “King 
| and I” here over Hoyts’ pic loop 
| around next Yuletide. 
| David N. Martin is doing okay 
| with “Witness for the Prosecution” 
iat the Elizabethan theatre, New- 
town. 

J. C. Williamson Ltd. will road- 
show “Can Can” throughout New 
Zealand after conclusion of smash 
Sydney run. 

Paul Talbot, prexy of Fremantle 
Radio-TV Inc., N. Y., named as the 
exclusive agent to arrange news- 
reel coverage of 1956 Olympic 
Games. 

Metro expects to have drive-ins 
operating in Perth and Adelaide 


before the end of year; these are | 


lin addition to a Melbourne and 
Sydney lineup. 
M . oo 
exico City 
By Pete Mayer 
(Tel: 08-Tlalpan-264) 

Alfonso Sanchez Tello to copro- 
duce “San Miguelito” in Tijuana. 

Film star Marta Roth making 
her videbut as a singer over XEW- 
TV. 

Thesp Eduardo Noriega signed 
to a two-picture deal by the Cal- 
deron brothers. 

Rodolfo Acosta and Ann Sheridan 
completed 12 tv shorts with Euro- 
| pean backgrounds. 


| Bellas Artes management signed | 


the Chinese Opera and the Sadler’s 
Wells Ballet for end of year. 
Luis de Llano taking over the 


Fabrigas Theatre for his Mexican | 


version of “The Boy Friend.” 


Local Variety Club banqueting | 


with Mexico’s new Archbishop, 


Miguel Dario Miranda, as honored | 


guest. 


Widow of.@riter Francisco Rojas | 


Gonzales selling four of his scripts 


|to producers Angel de la Fuente | 


and Eduardo Ragasol. 


Blind organist, Ernesto Hill 


“Pursuit of Happiness” cam- | Olvera contracted by Cuban night- | 


ery owner, Alberto Ardura for his 
| “Tropicana” cabaret in Havana. 
i Producer Rueben Calderon to 


star Anthony Quinn and Rhonda 
Fleming in his English language 
- locationer, “South of Yester- 
ay.” 

Pie star Arturo de Cordova 
finally made a member of the lo- 
cal directors’ guild and _ starts 
preparation on his first film, a Sil- 
via Pinal starrer. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 





,;manage KGW-TV. This will be 
j|town’s 4th channel. 

| Carl Hawley inked to do his “Mr. 
Talent” show daily at Oregon State 
Fair in Salem, Ore., Sept. 1-9. 

Yvonne Moray, Lola & Lita, 
Doreen Cannon, and Emery Clay 
Line at Amato's Supper Club for 
two weeks. 

Melvyn Douglas in “Inherit The 
| Wind” inked for the Auditorium 
first week in September, with brisk 
advance seat sale. 

Evergreen’s Oregon district man- 
ager Oscar Nyberg has a big day 
set for 20th-Fox star Felicia Farr 
when she personals here next Mon-. 
day (27). 

Helene Hughes. stage revu® 
nightly at State Fair Sept. 1-9 will 
include Frank Fontaine, Harry 
Sievens, Joey Rardin, Toy & Wing, 
Lebrac & Bernice, Burns Twins & 
Evelyn, Mason-Kahn Dancers and 
Jack Seltinridge Orch. 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
(Grosse Schiffgasse; A45045) 
Ernst Maerzendorfer appointed 
,chief of Salzburg Opera House. 

Boston Symphony skedded to 
|appear here under Pierre Mon- 
teux. 

Bruno Walter received Golden 
/Medal of Salzburg Mozarteum So- 





| ciety. ; 

Peking Opera, touring Europe, 
rented YVolkstheatre for Sept. 
13-15. 

State opera singer Emmy Loose 
will guest in Buenos Aires Opera 
house. 

Marcel Prawy appointed produc- 
|er for Volksopera, branch of State 
| Opera. 
| International Congress of Scien- 
| tific Film Producers to be held 
| here Sept. 23-29. 

Bruce Low, Dutch _ diskstar, 
|inked by Volksopera for ‘‘Wonder- 
|ful Town” preem. 

| Cosmopol film shooting “Love 


| Life of Handsome Franz,” Max 
| Nosseck directing. 
Goethe’s “Faust” to be on pro- 


gram of Salzburg 1957 festivals, 
with Ernst Lothar directing. 
Amadeo disk company produc- 
ing LP platters with music by Jo- 
'seph Marx and Egon Kornauth. 
| New York City Ballet under 
George Balanchine to appear here 
{for first time 


ber. 
Las Vegas 


By Alan Jarlson 

Dick Lane Quartet from the 
Desert Inn to the Riverside Hotel, 
| Rena. 

Herb Flemington to Bev Hilton 
iSkyroom for _ indefinite lounge 
| date beginning Aug. 27. 

Walter Winchell in to intro Rob- 
ert Sherwood’s Monday (20) open- 
ing at the New Frontier. 

Norman Brooks dons blackface 
ito sing Al Jolson numbers during 
coming Thunderbird bow. 

Dorothy Collins to Denver for 
|an open-air one nighter Wed. (22), 
then back to N.Y. to prep upcom- 
ing “Hit Parade” tver. 

After they wind up current fort- 
night at the Thunderbird, Landre 
| & Verna sky to Hollywood and a 
huddle with UI’s Will Cowan anent 
role in upcoming musical short. 

Joe E. Lewis goes to Hollywood 
Sept..4, after his El Rancho clos- 
ing, to confab with Director Charles 
Vidor and Frank Sinatra about up- 
coming biopic, “The Joker’s Wild” 
at Paramount. Followup plans call 
for Joe E.’s perennial visit to the 
N.Y, Copacabana, opening there 





Sept. 20, and guest shot on “Toast | 


of Town” Oct. 7. 


‘Athens 


By Irene Velissariou 
(44 Tinou Str.; 614.515) 

Nicos Zahariou to Milan to sing 
,at the Scala. 
| Jonel Perlea arrived in Athens 
to conduct ‘‘Requiem.” 

Georg Ludwig Jochum in to con- 
‘duct Hamburg Symphony. 

Gina Bahauer in fora recital at 
Herodus of Attica Theatre. 
_G. Kompothecras off to U. S. to 
| Sing at New Orleans nightclub. 

Greek dancer John Metsis in to 
participate in the Athens Festival. 

Irene Papas in Greece for a va- 
cation during which may appear 
/on legit stage. 
“The Taming of the Shrew” will 
succeed “A Midsummer Night's 
|Dream” at The National Gredens’ 
| Theatre. 


Walter E. Wagstaff signed to) 


Hollywood 


Rhonda Fleming returned from 
Chicago. . 


Raymond A. Klune recuperating 
at home after surgery. 


James Mulvey in from N.Y. for 
confabs with Samuel Goldwyn. 


Ludwig H. Gerber to Honolulu to 
supervise filming of “Shark Reef.’ 


_David Rose in from the east for 
his second appearance at Holly- 
a Prexy Daniel T. O’Shea checked 
|in at RKO for studig huddles with 
William Dozier. 
wood Bowl. 

George Fisher setting up his 
own publicity office with Elaine 
Rose and Car! Randall. 

Gordon Douglas is directing 
“Buffalo Grass” from a wheelchair 
|as a result of a leg injury. 

John Tunstall, South African 
fiim producer, in town to sell 
Fn Around an African Camp- 

re. 





Boston 


_ By Guy Livingston 
Fuijiwara Opera Co. booked for 
John Hancock Theatre Sept. 10-13. 
| Jerry Vale opened at Revere 
|Beach Frolic Sunday (19) for one 
| week. 

Gogi Grant opened Sunday (19) 
at Salisbury Beach Frolics for a 
week, , 

Sylvia Syms opens at Al Taxier’s 
Bradford Roof Wednesday (22) for 
a week. 

Neil Hamilton in for “Oh Men, 
Oh Women” at Lee Falk’s Boston 
Summer Theatre opening Monday 
| (27) for a week. 

James A. Knox, former manager 
of the Olympia, Lynn, producing 
|variety shows at Wingaersheek 
_ Beach, Gloucester. 
| Celeste Holm opens Monday (27) 

in “A Sudden Spring” for last 
week of South Shore Music Circus 
| season in Cohasset. 
| Max and Joe Schneider signed 
| Frank Fontaine to open their Steu- 
| ben's nitery in upcoming season 
| starting in September. 


| San Francisco 


Bandleader Al Wallace moved 
|over from Oakland’s Lake Merritt 
| Hotel to new Villa Hotel in subur- 
ban San Mateo. 

Eddie Sherman, Abbott and Cos- 
|tello manager, in Frisco celebrat- 
ing 20th anniversary of his per- 
}sonal contract with A&C. 
| Carol Channing, Tommy Noonan, 
'James Arness, Barbara Nichols, 
| Clint Eastwood and producer Ar- 
'thur Lubin took part in stage skit 
‘at Frisco’s Golden Gate as part of 








beginning Septem- | 


|ballyhoo* for opening of “First 
|Traveling Saleslady.” Skit was 
' written by George Jessel. 
Bermuda 
By Al Wagstaff 
New 1,500-seat cinema being 


'constructed by Bermuda General 
| Theatres in Hamilton to open early 
in 1957. 

Smuggler’s Lair closed for the 
| season and will reopen in spring at 
new location. 
| Lucille and Eddie Roberts in for 
|fourweek stint at Harbor Patio of 
Princess Hotel. 








M 





| Scot Fest 


| 





quam Continued from page 2 jaa 


| pic, “The Last Cannibals,” lensed 
|among the people of New Guinea. 
| China is repped by Chang Yen, 
'of the People’s Republic of China. 
| Yugoslavia has sent two represen- 
| tatives. DEFA delegation from 
;}Germany includes Max Gunther, 
{Dr. Egel and Paul Wiens. Film 
| Polski (Poland) has sent Jan Len- 
ica, Warsaw, and two delegates are 
due in from Czechoslovakia. 
Other Personalities 

Other personalities skedded for 
visits during three weeks of film 
junketing are Max Catto (author 
of “Hill in Korea’); British produ- 
cer Ian Dalrymple; Charles Frend, 
Ealing (London) megger; Tyrone 
Guthrie, Tom Patterson (Stratford, 
Ont., Theatre), Basil Wright, An- 
thony Asquith, Mrs, Madeline Tou- 
telot, of Film Council of America, 

With the J. Arthur Rank Film 
Distribs celebrating their 21st anni, 
an extra large party is set to ar- 
rive this week from the Rank stu- 
dios in London. 

“Reach for the Sky” will take 
place Sunday (26) in the Playhouse 
Cinema, indie city house. Major 
interest is centered on the David 
O. Selznick Awards, to be an- 
nounced at the New Vic cinema 
Sunday, Sept. 2. Four contenders 
for the top trophy are “Divided 
Heart” (Eng.), “The Last Ten Days” 
(Austria), “Maddalena” (Italy), and 
“Umberto D” (Italy). 
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OBITUARIES 


MRS. JOE LAURIE JR. 

Mrs. Joe Laurie Jr., widow “| 
the author-comedian, was kille 
early this week when she fell = ne : 
a flight of stairs at her apartment 
in Parkersburg, W. Va., where she | 
retired following the death of the 
veteran humorist two years ago. 
The accident presumably hap- 
pened between Saturday night (18) | 
and Sunday when her body was 
discovered by her sister, Mrs. Eliz- | 


abeth Shannon, 1603 Liberty St., 
same city. She was 58. 
Mrs. Laurie preferred to live 


alone, but was in constant touch 


with Mrs, Shannon. When the lat- | 


ter failed to hear from her for two 
days she became alarmed and upon 
investigating found the body. Mrs. 
Laurie was in vaudeville at one 
time under the professional name 
of June Tempest. 

A year after the comedian’s | 
death, Joe Laurie III crashed in a 
private plane which he had been 

iloting near his Long Island 

ome. He was a veteran fiyer in 
the Korean war, Mrs. Laurie III | 
and their three children survive. 

Funeral services will be held in 
Parkersburg this (Wed.) noon. 


BERTOLT BRECHT 


jhe became general manager of the 
Hearst Hotels Corp., then operat- 
ling the Ritz Tower, Warwick, Lom- | 
| bardy and Devon. In 1931 he be- 
| came v.p. of the National Hotel | 
Management Co., a post he held 
for eight years. During this period 
he managed the New Yorker and | 
| Belmont Plaza in N. Y., the Con- | 
gress in Chicago and many others. 

In 1938, he resigned that post to | 
head his own management firm, 
| Frawley Hotel Co. Six years ago, 
| when he suffered a stroke, he sold 


| 


| 
| 


all of the corporation’s hotels eX- | 
P | costume and scenery establishment 


cept the McLure in Wheeling. 
Wife, daughter and sister sur- 
| Vive. 


FRANK MEYER 
| Frank Meyer, 79, film industry 
pioneer who became one of Adolph | 
Zukor’s chief aides when the lat- | 
_ter founded Famous Players films | 


jind 1912, died Aug. 16 in Bronxville, 


| os in St. Louis, he entered the 
| banking business there in 1898. In 
1908 he joined Cameraphone in| 


/motel Aug. 20, the opening day of | 


| 


| Denver, one of the first talker film | | 


companies. He returned to St. | 
‘Louis a year later and formed an | 
| association with Western Film Ex- 
change Co., 


among his clients be- | 


Bertolt Brecl.t, 58, one of Ger- ing Comedy Theatre, New York, | 


many’s leading playwrights, died 
Aug. 14 in East Germany. 


He wrote the libretto for Kurt | 


which Zukor operated. 
| He joined Paramount Pictures | 
| Corp., when it evolved from Fam- | 





BELA LUGOSI 


Born Lugos, Hungary, 
Died Hollywood, Cal., 


Oct. 20, 1882 
Aug. 16, 1956 


A true friend for more than twenty years— 
gone—but will never be forgotten. 


DON MARLOWE 


Weill’s “Threepenny Opera,” cur- 
rently playing off-Broadway. One 
of his best known plays is “Mother 
Courage and Her Children.” 
After World War I, he joined 
the “Expressionists,” a group of 
German artists and writers, After 
his first stage successes, he took 
over the Theater am Schiffbauer- 
damm in Berlin, where he trained 
in his new epic style such actors 
as Peter Lorre, Oscar Homolka 
and Helene Weigel, Brecht’s wife. 
A refugee from Hitler Germany, 
the playwright went to Switzer- | 
land in 1933 and lived in Russia | 
and the U.S. before moving to East 
Berlin after World War II. He re- 
ceived the Stalin prize in 1954, 
three vears before East Germany’s 


Communist party banned an anti- | 


his play 


” 


militaristic version of 
“The Trial of Lucullus. 

He also helped organize the Ber- 
liner Ensemble, an East Berlin 
theatrical company. 
due to open later this month 
London with “Mother Courage” in 
which his wife has the lead role. 


SIDNEY LINNIT 

Sidney (Bill) Linnit, 58, co-direc- 
tor of Linnit and Dunfee, Ltd., 
London tirm of theatrical 





IN MEMORY 


DAVID KOSTELL 


who was greatly loved and deeply 


respected 
missed ... 


He will be sorely 
"He was a true friend 
. . His loyalty and sincerity will 
always be remembered. 
SAM ALEXANDER 
LEE LENE EEE TE BEN GE ELLE. 


sarios, died Aug. 12 in London nine 
days after a heart attack. Starting 
as a call boy and actor, he later 
became general manager for Edgar 
Wallace, 


Dunfee in management. 


His name is associated with sev- | 


eral West End legit successes in- 
cluding “French Without Tears,” 
“Quiet Weekend,” “Now 
bas,” ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,” ‘Gas- | 
light,” ‘“‘Flare Path” and “Brighton 
Rock,” and such stars as Peter 
Ustinov, Moira Shearer, Audrey | 
Hepburn, Cecil Parker and film 
director Anthony Asquith. 

The company—now a sprig of 
Music Corp. of America—is_ re- 
sponsible for four current London 
hits, “Salad Days,” “Romanoff and 
Juliet,” ‘For Amusement Only” 
and “Man Alive.” Linnit, who 
served with the British Secret 
Service’ during the war, was former 
prez of the Society of West End 
Theatre Managers and a prominent 
agitator against entertainments 
duties. 

His wife survives. 





J. EDWARD FRAWLEY 

J. Edward Frawley, 61, a past 
president of the American Hotels 
Assn. and founder of the Frawley 
Hotel Corp., of which he was prexy 
for many years, died Aug. 17 in 
Wheeling, W. Va. 

He came to New York from De- 


‘troit in 1903, to manage the Park 


Central Hotel. The following year 


The group is | 
in | 


impre- | 


then in 1936 joined Jack | 


Barab- 


ous Players, serving in several ex- 

| ecutive capacities, before his re- 

;tirement six years ago. He held 

the post of assistant secretary, gen- | 

/eral manager of film laboratories | 

|}and general purchasing agent, 
Wife and two sons survive. 


| KATHLEEN HOWARD 


Kathleen Howard, 77, former 
| Metropolitan Opera singer, film 
|actress and magazine editor, died 
| Aug. 15 in Hoilywood. 

Born in Canada, she made her 
|operatic debut in 1907 at Metz, 
| Germany. In later years she sang | 
'in opera houses throughout Europe 
j}and the U.S. She joined the Met 
iin 1916 and remained until 1928, 
singing a variety of roles. After 
leaving the Met, she became the | 
New York fashion editor for Har- | 
pers Bazaar, and editor of Photo- | 
play. 

She went to Hollywood in the | 
| films including, ‘Born to be Bad,” 
i“The Bride Goes Wild,” ‘‘Laura” 
|and in several W. C. Fields films, 
'playing his wife. 

_Two brothers and a sister 
vive. 


MERLE CROWELL 
Merle Crowell, 67, former news- 





late 1930s and appeared in many | 


|“Juan Diegito” and “Tata Vasco.” | of years, later becoming an exhib. | 
|More recently he was associated | jaime 

with Loyola U. in New Orleans and| wife of Arnold Kaufman, RKO 
|acted as organist for the cathedral | _Teleradio Pictures executive, died 
| there. ; | Aug. 15 in Boston. Also surviving 

His wife, six sons and four lare a daughter and Mrs. Kauf- | 
| daughters survive. man’s parents. 
| ALFRED R. BACEN 
Jeanette Spooner, former secre- 


| Alfred R. Bacen, 30, 
sur- |for auto thrill shows, was killed | Ke; 
| Aug. 14 during a performance at| 


paperman, writer and a_ senior 
jeditor of Reader’s Digest since 
1944, died Aug. 14 in Katonah, N.Y. 
| Born in Maine, he launched his 
career as a reporter in 1911 for} 
the former N.Y. Evening Sun, and | 
from 1915-23 worked as _¥sé “staff 
writer and associate editor for the | 
old American Magazine, Between 


1923-29 he was its editor-in-chief. 
In 1931 he became public relations 
director for Recketeller Center, 
and continued in the post through 
1944. 


vive. 





GEORGE HALE 


George Hale, 55, dance director, 
died Aug. 15 in New York. He 
| launched his career as a dancer 
‘and became a producer and direc- 
|tor of musical numbers. He was 
| the choreographer for numerous 
Broadway productions including | 
“Strike Up the Band,” “G ir] 
Crazy,’ “Of: Thee I Sing,” “Red 
Hot and Blue” and “Heads Up.” 

In recent years, he had worked | 
in Hollywood, directing dance | 
routines for industrial films, and | 
more recently, engaged in packag- 
ing shows for tours, niteries and 
tv. 


Wife, daughter and _ brother 
survive. 
BELA LUGOSI 


Bela Lugosi, 72, screen actor 
known for his work in _ horror 
films, died Aug. 16 in Hollywood 
after a long illness. He was best 
known for his “Dracula” character. 

Lugosi began acting in Germany 
in 1915 and made his Hollywood 
debut nine years later in “The 





Silent Command.” Among his 
other pictures were ‘Murders In 


Wife, two sons and brother sur- 


|“The Black Cat,” 
| Frankenstein” 


| coffin- explosion 


the Rue Morgue,” 
“Devil Bat,” 


“White Zombie,” 
“The Wolf Man,” 
“The Ghost of 
and “The Black 
Sleep.” 

His wife and son survive. 


MIMON ANAHORY 


Mimon Anahory, 92, Portuguese 
impresario and playwright, died 


July 7 mn Lisbon after a long ill- | 


ness. managed a number of 
poly oad Oporto theatres includ- | 
ing the San Carlos opera house. 
Anahory, who co-authored sev- 
eral plays’ and revues, 
| the Popular Fair in Lisbon in 1940 
/which is still one of Portugal’s out- 
| standing summer events. 
Surviving are three sons, 
whom, Eduardo, owns the largest | 


on the Iberian peninsula. 





GEORGE DANNER 
George Danner, 
with CBS film crew, died of a 
j}heart attack at a San Francisco 


the Republican national conven 
tion. 


Danner, who joined CBS only a 


/month ago, had worked with War- 
ners from 1932 to 1949. Later he 
freelanced and also was with | 
Columbia Pictures for a fime. 

Surviving are his wife and two’! 
children. 


ANNA DEXTER 

Mrs. Anna Dexter, 78, believed 
to be the only woman in North 
America to have made regularly 
scheduled broadcasts since 
idied of a heart ailment Aug. 
‘in Halifax. 

Mrs. Dexter broadcast her daily 
half-hour program of household 
‘hints and comment on current 
_ affairs from her own home until a 
month ago when she became hos- 
pitalized. However, she continued 
ithe broadcast from her bed there 
/until shortly before her death. 

Several children survive. 


W. E. GENTRY 


W. E. Gentry, 48, a television 
engineer for WSB-TV, Atlanta, died | 


unexpectedly Tuesday (14) at his | Louis, 


home, 8 Are Way, N.E. Gentry, 
moved to Atlanta from Rome, Ga., | 
16 years ago to become associated 
WSB-Radio, NBC affiliate here. At 


gineer in charge of WSB-TV trans- 
mitter. 


MIGUEL B. JIMINEZ 
Miguel Bernal Jimenez, 46. Mexi- | 
'can organist and composer, 
a heart attack rend 26 in 


Guanajuato, Mexico. He was best | 


| known for his two native operas, | Sotieectne 


stunt man | 


Ia., doing a dynamite- 

stunt. <A native | 
of Jacksonville, Fla., 
doing the trick for several 
and was with the Trans-World 
Daredevil unit when killed. 

Authorities said he died instant- 
ly as a result of concussion. 


JARO CHARAIN 


Waterloo, 


Jaro Charain, 72, musician and 
assistant librarian in Warners’ stu- 
dio music department, died of a 


heart attack Aug. 17 in Hollywood. 


In addition to his 25 years with | 


Warners, he organized the first 
“Voice of America” concert broad- 
east behind the Iron Curtain. 

His wife, and two children sur- 


| wive. 
ROY PACE 
Roy Pace, 42, a member of 
Metro’s legal staff, died Aug. 11 in | 


Hollywood. Before moving to Metro 
he was an attorney for the 
Agency, Allied Artists and Warner 
Bros. 

His wife and daughter survive. 


CHARLES GRIFFIN 
Charles Griffin, 68, screen actor, 
died Aug. 17 in Hollywood. In the 
‘early days of World War I he 


|headed the first American Red 


Cross unit which went to Italy. 
He left his wife and a daughter. 





ROBERT WRONKER 
Robert Wronker, 37, feature 
writer with 20th-Fox publicity 
dept., died Aug. 20 in N.Y. Before 
joining 20th in 1949, he was editor 
of Televiews, a weekly tv mag. 
His parents survive. 


MAX EISENSTAT 
Max Eisenstat, 54, for 27 years 
manager of the Chautauqua Reper- 
tory Theatre, died Aug. 18 in 








Chautauqua, N. Y. 
He was also assistant manager 


organized | 


one of Flectric e @ 


48, audio man | 


! 


1928, | 
16 | 


ithe time of his death he was en- | 


died of | 
Leon, | the film industry in Scotland, 


he had been | 
years | 


Jaffe | 


| and director of the 


_ Play house in Ohio. 


PAUL N. 


Paul N. Allen, 61, retired motion 
picture cameraman, died of dia- 
| betes Aug. 15 in Hollywood. Before 
| his retirement in 1930 he handled 





ALLEN 


lenses for D. W.. Griffith on 
“Broken Blossoms” and other pic- 
tures. 


His wife survives. 





DON CAMPBELL 

Don Campbell, 53, founder 
Vitapix Co., tv outfit, died Aug. 13 
> Glendale, Cal., following sur- 

ery. He was also head of the D. C. 
which has served tilm 
studios for a number of years. 

His wife and daughter survive. 


of 


MRS. GEORGE DELACORTE 

Mrs. George Delacorte Jr., sec- 
retary of the Dell Publishing Co. 
died Aug. 
She and her husband, 
| dent of the company, 
~ 135 years ago. 

Two sons 
also survive. 


who is presi- 
founded Dell 


and four daughters 


Mrs. Annie A. Andros) Hawley, 
(composer, ¥ "Mid cellist, died 
Aug. 11 in estee following a long 
illness. Born in Cambridge, Mass., 
she studied music and voice in 
New York and at the New England 
Conservatory of Music. 


May Brahe, 








70, Australian com- 


poser of more than 100 songs, in- 
cluding “Bless This House,” “I 
Passed By Your Window” and 


“Thanks Be To God,” died Aug. 
in Sydney. She also composed sev- 
eral children’s operettas. 





Moura Zenoglio, 70, actor-man- 
ager, died recently in Lisbon after 
a long illness. Also a comedian, he 
had been active as a provincial im- 
presario until the start of World 
War II 





John J. Fisher, 48, projectionist 


iat the Cinderella Theatre, St. 
for the last six years, died 
of a heart attack Aug. 1 in that 


city. His wife and two daughiers 
| survive. 

Harry Giventer, 44, business ad- 
viser of theatrical and film _ pro- 
| ducers, died Aug. 17 in Hollywood. 
| He left two sisters and six brothers, 


one of whom is Billy Gray, come- 
dian. 
Percy Winocour, 74, pioneer of 


died 
He was a dis- 
for a number 


6 in London. 
in Glasgow 


Aug. 





tary to Louis B. Mayer and later to 


nneth McKenna, died Aug. 
in Culver City, Cal. Her mother 
| and sister survive. 

Harold Green, 54, ‘cellist in the 
Empire Theatre, Sheffield, Eng., 
orch, died Aug. 9 in Sheffield. Sur- 
|vived by wife, who is- pianist in 
the same orch. 
| Juan B. Orraca, 50, Mexican film 
and stage actor, died Aug. 2 in 
Mexico City after a long illness 
His ex-wife, a son and daughter 
survive. 

Mrs. Andre Charlot, 66, widow 
of the famed revue producer who 
died three months ago, died of a 


|heart attack Aug. 19 in Hollywood. 
Surviving are a son and daughter. 





Edmond J. Molloy, 45, an ac- 
i count exec at the Edwin, Wasey ad- 
vertising agency, died Aug. 17 in 
Chicago. 
| ———— 
Michael McDonough, 80, retired 
| film actor, died Aug. 8 in Holly- 


wood. 
vive. 


His wife and daughter sur- 


Mother, of Elsie & Kittie Prince, 
harmony act, died in Sheffield, 
Eng., recently. 


Columbia Masterworks 
died recently in New York. 


Father of legit pressagent and 
strawhat operator Lewis Harmon 
died Aug. 17 in N.Y. 


Lawrence V. Taylor, 41, musician 
died in Pacoima, Cal., Aug. 7 in an | 
auto accident. 


Mother, 67, 
Livingston, died Aug. 17 in Holly- | 
wood. 





Mother, 74, of singer Gene Aus- | 
4 in Madill, 





tin, died Aug. Okla. 


Cleveland 


18 in Greenwich, Conn. | 


14 


10 | 


Mother, 65, of Eleanor Morrison, | 
publicist, | 


| som, Hollywood, Aug. 


of Alan and Jay | 


MARRIAGES 


Simone Lovell to Peter Halliday, 
London, Aug. 10. Bride is actress- 
daughter of the late Raymond 
Lovell; he’s an «ctor. 

Karen Greer to 
London, Aug. 11. 
actress and singer; 


Lance Fairfax, 
Bride a tv 
he’s a musical 


1S 


instrument dealer. 

Ann Pidgeon to Ronald Leigh 
Hunt, London, Aug. 11. Bride is 
an actress; he’s an actor. 

Sara Neil to Walter Trevor, 
London, Aug. 14. Bride and groom 
are dancers with Sadler’s Wells 
Theatre ballet. 

Nancy Boyd to Noel Sokoloff, 
Sorrento, Me., Aug. 18. He’s a com- 


poser and son of symphony 
ductor Dr. Nikolai Sokoloff. 

Iva Richardson to Francis X. 
| Bushman, Las Vegas, Aug. 14. He's 
the silent screen str. 

Virginia Curran to Paul 
Los Angeles, Aug. 10. Bride is a 
timebuyer in the Coast office of 
Roy S. Durstine agency; he’s a 
partner in Hollywood Plastic Arts 
Inc. 

Annalisa Soderblom to 
Daff, Van Nuys, Calif., 
He's executive veepee of 
sal International 
president of 
tional; bride 
| Sally Jay to Philip 
Sale, Eng., recently. 
stage manager; 
designer. 

Tony Evans to Gerald 
Beverly Hills, Aug. 12. 
model; he’s a tv director. 

Mary Jo Kunches to John Ert- 
mann, Batavia, Ill., Aug. 18. Bride’s 


con- 


Weigl, 


Alfred E. 
Aug. 16 
Univer: 
Pictures and 
Universal Interna- 
is nonpro. 

Jenkinson, 
He’s a legit 
she’s former scenic 


Mayer, 
Bride’s a 


|assistant educational director at 
WBBM, Chicago; he’s a director at 
| | WBBM-TV., 

Blossom, Stern to Arthur Tracy, 
Aug. 17, New York. Bride is 
daughter of orch leader Harold 
Stern; groom was w.k. in radio as 


“The Street Singer.” 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Manning Slater, 
son, New Haven, Conn., Aug. 13. 
Father is v.p. and commercial head 
of WICC, Bridgeport. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Delfino, 
daughter, Stamford, Conn., Aug. 
11. Father is program director and 


deejay at WICC, Bridgeport, and 
freelancer at WNEW, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Surgall, son, 
New York, Aug. 15. Mother, Flor- 
ence Small, is editorial staffer of 
Broadcasting-Telecasting: father is 


radio-tv scripter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin L. 
Maplewood, N.J., Aug. 9. 
is Selma Rich, daughter 
coach Jimmy Rich, 

Mr. and Mrs. 


Roth, son, 
Mother 
of vocal 


Papai, son, Colum- 
bia, Aug. 5. Father is a WBNS-TV 
director. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Breeden, 
son, London, Aug. 3. Mother was 


formerly June Brae, 
ballerina. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ian Warren, daugh- 
ter, London, Aug. 7. Father's man- 
aging director of London & Over- 
seas Film Services. 


Sadler’s Wells 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony DiPardo, 
daughter, Kansas City, Aug. 7. 
Father is orch leader at Eddys’ 
Restaurant there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gustavo Alatriste, 
son, Mexico City, Aug. 7. Mother 
is Mexican film actre Ariadne 
Welter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Schine, 
son, Gloversville N. ¥ \us LZ. 
Father is an official of Schine Cir- 
cuit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Colbert, son, 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 12. Father is 


U-I branch manager there 


Mr. and Mrs. David William, 
twins—boy and girl—London, Aug. 
11. Mother is Chin Yu, who ap- 


peared for two years in ‘” 
of the August Moon”; 
actor. 

Mr. 
Dallas, 
| leader, 
band. 

Mr. and 


reahouse 
father’s an 


and Mrs. Ben Arden, son, 
Aug. 13. Father is a band- 
mother is vocalist with the 


Mrs. Bernard (Buddy) 
Zeidman, daughter, New § Y¥ork, 
Aug. 11. Father is manager of 
Mutual’s sales service department. 

Mr: and Mrs Mack Wolfson, 
Caughter, New York, Aug. 18. 
Father is a songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Williamson, 
;son, Dallas, Aug. 7. Father is a 
| WFAA- TV staff announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Schwartz, 
|son, New York, Aug. 20. Father is 


‘the composer and _ producer; 
| mother is professionally Mary 
| Gray, actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert DeHaven 


19. 
is singer Connie Haines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan _ Gilbert, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 20. Fa- 
ither is producer-writer of “Break 


Mother 


| The Bank” and ‘20 Steps To A Mil- 


lion’; grandfather is vaude comic 
' Bobby Gilbert. 
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Big ratings are made at the season's beginning, not its end. 


One way to get the right start with 1956's bigger-than- 
ever television audience is with a schedule of audience 
promotion in America’s television magazine, TV GUIDE. 


Your schedule should start in TV GUIDE's Fall Preview 
Issue. This annual special issue, eagerly awaited by 
4,000,000 television families, will offer a complete 
outline of the coming season, covering every category of 
network presentation from Specs to Soap Opera. It offers 
producer and sponsor a golden opportunity to get their 
story across to a big, important segment of the viewing 
public, to get a head start in the race for ratings. 


Give your show its full measure of promotional support. 
Build your promotion schedule around TV GUIDE. 





sehone | 


: % 


Weekly @irculation 4,090,000. 
ss J : 


Copy deadline (Fall Previéw Issue) September 1. 


National Advertising Office: 400 N. Broad St., Phila. 1, Pa., Phone: Rittenhouse 6-1600 
... Advertising Offices in 30 cities including: New York, 625 Madison Ave., TEmpleton 8-4700.., 
Chicago, 6 N. Michigan Ave., RAndolph 6-9470 . . . Los Angeles, 6277 Selma Ave., HOllywood 5-2103. 


Tamist-mcejal-meys television, 
ive mot Spring, 
iet-imitigats--Imen’s fancy 


se-Mial-l'l-laj--3 Of big ratings, 


“ 


Advertisers already scheduled 
to promote their TV shows 
this season in TV GUIDE are: 


The American Tobacco Co. 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co, 
U.S. Steel Corp. 

General Electric Co. 

Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. 

Scott Paper Co. 

Sylvania Electric Products, Inc. 

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 

Radio Corp. of America 

Chrysler Corporation 

Ford Motor Company 

The Quaker Oats Co. 

The Warner Brothers Co. 
Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical Co., Inc. 
Whirlpool 

Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Corp, 
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